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Country, shall, at the present, or any future Period, 
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London, against the unexampled Depredations which 


have been heretofore experienced, and improving the 


Morals of the Maritime Labourers, 


This Work is humbly, and 
Respectfully dedicated, by 


THE AUTHOR. 


PREFACE. 


'L nn importance of the Work now offered 
to the consideration of the Public, can only be 
appreciated by a General Review of the various 
matter 1t contains. 

The Subject is in many respects new; while the 
Details which are given will be found interesting 
in no common degree ; inasmuch as the renovation 
of the Morals of a numerous body of Individuals, 
and the protection of vast masses of Commercial Pro- 
perty against Fraud and Depredation, is the principal 
object in view. 

In discussing a great variety of topics, which will 
come under the review of the Reader in this Trea- 
tise, almost every rank of Society will find beneficial 
Information ; but particularly those Classes who are 
concerned in Navigation and Commerce, and who 
follow Nautical Pursuits. 

Prom the numerous ramifications of a Commercial 
intercourse of unexampled extent and magnitude, 
a multitudes 


as 
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multitudes of Individuals concerned in different kinds 
of Property exposed to danger on the River Thames, 
become more or less interested. In fact, it may be 
Said to affect a considerable proportion of the men 
of Property in the whole of the Metropolis, and 
almost every person engaged in Commercial and 
Nautical Pursuits in every part of the British Em- 
pire, since all are exposed, more or less, to the 
injuries and inconveniences which the suggestions 
contained in this Work are meant to remove and to 
prevent, 

To judge accurately respecting the numerous 
Public wrongs, which are detailed in this Volume, 
the Reader is referred to the unexampled mag- 
nitude of the Navigation and Commerce of the 
Port, as exemplified in the First Chapter; and also 
to the account of the nature and extent of the De- 
predations and Injuries as recorded in the Second, 


Third, and Fourth Chapters. For the purpose of 


forming an opinion of the remedies which have been 
applied, and the success of an experiment attempted 
under many disadvantages, recourse must be had to 
the details which are given in the Fifth and Sixth 
Chapters. It will be scen in the Sevenih Chapter, 
that it is not the Port of London alone which has 
experienced the injuries arising from Depredations on 
Commercial Property, but that it prevails in a con- 
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siderable degree wherever Trade is carried on. The 
Legislative System therefore, which has been pro- 
posed to prevent these Depredations, and which is 
particularly explained in the Eighth and Ninth 
Chapters, cannot fail to be interesting and useful to 
every Commercial Port in the Britich Empire, inas- 
much as the remedics which are suggested, are in 
many respects applicable to every situation, and to 
most circumstances which arc likely to occur. 

A source of general information, (in many re- 
spects new,) respecting the various authorities under 
whose jurisdiction the Police of the River is con- 


ducted, will be found detailed in the Tenth, Eleventh, 


Twelfth, Thirteenth, and Fourteenth Chapters; while 
the Penal Laws which attach to Maritime Offences, 
and particularly to Local Injuries, as they relate to 
the Thames below and above London Bridge, cannot 
fail to be useful and interesting; and to those who 
follow Nautical Pursuits, the Abridged View of the 
Statutes applicable to these affairs, detailed in the 
Fiſteenth and Sixteenth Chapters, and the General 
Laws and Regulations of the Port of London, which 
are comprised in the Seventcenth Chapter, (a Com- 
pendium never before published,) can hardly fail to 
be acceptable, since every material duty to be per- 
formed, and every evil to be avoided, is brought 
within a very narrow compass. 
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under other circumstances, could neither have oc- 
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For the purpose of securing purity, and regulat 
and proper conduct on the part of the Officers under. 
the Marine Police Establishment, a perusal of the 


Instructions under which the various Classes act, 


as detailed in the Appendix, No, VII. will shew 
the labour which has been bestowed in systematizing 
this part of the design, for the purpose of rendering 
their services effective and useful. 

The Author has endeavoured in this Work, to 
draw a circle round every object that can be con- 
sidered in any degree useful to the Commerce and 
Navigation of the River Thames; and under an 
impression that all that can be considered important 
or necessary will be found within this Circle, he 
humbly hopes, that his anxious labours to promote 
the interest and extend the security of the Public, 
will not prove in vain. Le 

He has only to regret, that in an investigation $0 
laborious and extensive, where much time and atten- 
tion is necessary, the numerous interruptions he has 
experienced in consequence of the various Public 
Duties he has been called upon to perform, may 
have unavoidably occasioned imperfections, which, 


curred nor furnished an excuse for soliciting the 


indulgence of the Reader. | 


With 


With 
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With respect however to the legal part of the 
Work, where the danger of misleading the Public 
is not only obvious, but would in this: or any ther 
instance be unpardonable, the utmost attention has 
been bestowed with respect to the accuracy of the 
Abridgements of the Statute Laws, theſe being 
stript of many of those terms which are not familiar 
to common Readers, it may be hoped, will prove 
beneficial in canveying that species of useſul know- 
ledge to Commercial aud Nautical People, which 
could not otherwise be easily obtained, while i; ſur- 
nishes a kind of Index to the principal Statutes at 
large, which relate to Navigation, Commerce, and 
Nautical Offences, in all instances where interest or 
curiosity impels the mind to pursue more elaborate 
researches. 

Where Offences are exposed, and various classes 
of Individuals implicated in the details which are 
given in this Work, it is from a genuine desire to 
warn those whose errors and vices are brought under 
the review of the Public, against a repetition of the 
same evil courses. | 

It is not punishment in any case, but prevention 
in all, which has stimplated the Author to record 
those various proceedings whieh constitute the mass 
of turpitude, which has so long afflicted the Trade 
of the River Thames. 


A hope 
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A hope is to be indulged, that in many cases it 
may serve as a beacon to forewarn the unwary, and 
to arrest the hands of not a few of those who have 
been implicated in Offences of this nature. 

If these objects shall be attained by a correct 
System of Nautical Police, and by a sense of the 
dangers arising from the various ramifications of 
turpitude recorded in this Volume: If it shall tend, 
as the Author anxiously hopes, to prevent a repetition 
of the distresses attached to Punishment, and the 
inexpressible sufferings of the families and relatives 
of those who might otherwise have been betrayed 
into the commission of Penal Offences, he will feel 
himself amply rewarded in having contributed not 
less to the cause of Humanity, than to the preser- 
vation of Morals and the prevention of Crimes. 

Let it not be supposed by those who may feel the 
force of the Strictures which apply to acts of Delin- 
quency in which they themselves have been engaged, 
that such Strictures do not immediately proceed from 
motives connected with the future comfort of them- 
sel ves and families. 

If in recording such a variety of Offences, the 
turpitude of a part of the Inferior Officers belonging 
to his Majesty's Revenue, and other branches of the 
Public Service, have been brought under the review 


of the Reader, let it be recollected that the Author 


while 


PREFACE, Vu 


while he has exposed their errors and crimes, has felt 
for their condition ;—has offered palliatives, and even 
pleaded earnestly for an increase of emolument as a 
means of augmenting their comforts, and of remoy- 
ing the temptations to do wrong which are too often 
excited by extreme poverty. 


Property obtained by criminal and unlawful means 
is the neyer-failing source of ultimate evil to the 
parties concerned; and he who contributes to secure 
those who are likely to be betrayed into a train of 
miseries, cannot be considered as unfriendly even to 


the worst of the human race; since the object in 
view is to establish an antidote against calamities 
which do not terminate in the wretchedness of the 
Individuals concerned alone, but intails distress and 
obloquy on an innocent offspring. 

Every feeling mind must deplore the fate of those 
who are thus unhappily circumstanced, and it is a 
painſul duty indeed when Magistrates are called upon 


to execute their Functions in cases so peculiarly 


calamitous, while the distress thus felt is always 
augmented by the reflection, that such an unpleasing 
task might have been rendered in a great measure 
unnecessary, by the measures of prevention which 

are suggested in this Work. 
To live to see such measures adopted and success- 
fully carried into effect, will prove to the Author a 
6 ſource 
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source of the most genuine gratification: Nor 
ought he to be suspected of insineerity or motives of 
a personal nature, since the efforts which are exem- 
plified and explained in this Treatise, have attached 
to him no personal advantage; while at the samo 
time, he is not a candidate for any situation however 
elevated, in the System he has proposed. 

Whether his efforts relate to the formation of the 
important design of a River Police, or to the Work 
now offered with all possible deference to the con- 
sideration of the Public, he can only in general 
state, that he has spared no labour to render both as 
far as circumstances would admit—beneficial to the 
Commerce, Navigation, and Revenue of the Port of 
London, and (he hopes) generally useſul to his 
Country. 
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rested in its progress by being exposed and laid open to public 
view, might have insensibly arisen to such an excessive 
height as to have rendered it impossible to have accom- 
plished a cure by the common Arm of the Law. 

The utility of this species of knowledge to all ranks of 
commercial and nautical men, not only in London, but in 
every port or place where Trade is carried on, must be evi- 
dent to those who peruse this Work; since in some shape 
or other the information which is conveyed may be turned 
to advantage. | 

The Digest given of the different Laws, but particularly 
the penal Statutes, as they apply to nautical affairs, will 
be found important to those who follow such pursuits ; 
while the specification of the material parts of those Laws 
which relate to Coals, Fish, Matermen, and other matters 
immediately connected with the common and domestic 
affairs of every family, widens exceedingly the sphere of 
utility, by rendering the Work interesting to almost all 
classes in the community. 

To excite attention, by thus placing objects of general 
Interest in a prominent point of view, by shewing the extent 
in the aggregate of great evils, heretofore little understood, 
and only contemplated in detail, —to exhibit a faithful dis- 
play of the magnitude and enormity of numerous wrongs, 
which, from the malignity of their nature, threaten to sap the 
toundation of all morals, to warn the Public at large, and 
those more particularly interested, of the growing danger 
before it is too late to apply an antidote,—and, finally, to 
suggest practicable remedies, calculated in their nature to 
improve society, and better the condition of human life, is 
the sole object of the Author, in again imposing upon him- 
*lf a very laborious taſk. 

Should his humble and persevering efforts produce in any 
degree that removal of the evils which he has anxiously and 
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disinterestedly struggled to accomplish, he will of course ex- 
perience at least that reward, which arises from a conscious- 
ness of having successfully applied his time and attention to 
the benefit of his country. . 
And should it so happen that such public benefits are not 
obtained in his own days, he will rest satisfied in the confi- 
dence, that by thus placing upon record matters of deep im- 
portance to society, which cannot fail to claim attention at 
some period or other; the gratification which may have 
been denied to himself, will unquestionably, in the result, be 
transferred to his posterity. 
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VV. nenzven evils and crimes exist in Society, which 
have not only been felt by the innacent and useful part of the 
community to be noxious and oppressive, but also declared, 
by the Laws of the Land, to be objects deserving punish- 
ment - Where such evils are even found to increase, not- 
withstanding Legislative Regulations established wich an im- 
mediate view to prevention, the conclusion to be drawn is 
obvious. — Something is wanting in addition to the mere 
letter of the Law, which shall operate more effectually to 
the relief and security of Society. 

To no local department does this observation so pointedly 
apply as to the depredations, embezzlements, and frauds, 
which have so long afflicted the Commerce, Navigation, and 
Revenue of the Port of London. 

The progressive, and (of late years) the very rapid increase 
of its Trade, and the consequent influx of Wealth, without 
such checks being regularly applied as are necessary to re- 
strain the progress of vicious inclinations, has certainly 
tended, in an eminent degree, to production of crimes,— 
Hence it happens, that in the flux and reflux of Commercial 
Property, greater in point of magnitude and extent than is 
known to exist in any River in the Universe, the Thames 
has exhibited to the mind of the patient inquirer, scenes of 
delinquency and turpitude, ' certainly unparalleled:in any dis- 
trict of the same extent in the known World. 

To explain how these evils have arisen, and to suggest 
etcctual remedies, is the chief object of this Work. — The 

0 inquiry 
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inquiry is no less interesting than useful, whether it re- 
spects the immediate advantage of the individual, or the 
welfare of the State. 

To those whose property is exposed to danger, and who 
have been long suffering under the yearly spoliation which 
has been expericnccd, the subject cannot fail to be important. 
Nor is it less so to the Nation at large, when the benefits are 
contemplated; which must result from a species of protec- 
tion, shielding the useful and industrious part of the Com- 
munity from injury, while it, at the same time, improves 
tie Revenue, and renovates the morals of a great body of the 
lower classes of Socicty. Nor are these benefits, as they 
apply to the individual, confined to one Spot, Nation, or 
pi Cœuntry.— hey may be said, with truth, to extend to Na- 
vi vigators, Traders, Mannfacturers, and Agriculturists, in 
every part of the civilized World, Who have commercial 
intercourse with the Port of London, since it will be seen 
that all are, in some degree, aftected by the extended evils 
developed in this Work, and of course arc immediately in- 
terested in the success of any remedy which may be ap- 
| plied. | 
15 The advantages however which, it is to be hoped, Com- 

merce in general is to derive from the details, and the infor- 
mations now laid before the Public, are not confined to one 

object alone. | 
The peculiar circumstances of this great Commercial Port, 
have ever rendered it difficult to obtain a perfect knowledge 
. of the nature of its Government and Police. —A general 
and collected view of the manner in which both were con- 
ducted, was no Where to be found. — The various regula- 
tions of Trade, and the Laws and Rules which governed the 
Shipping concerns, were little understood even by not a 
few of the Merchants and Ship-Owners themselves, and 


far less by Navigators and Strangers frequenting the Port. — 
The 
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The information, which it has been the object of the Author 
to collect and to arrange under various distinct heads, al- 
though highly important to be known, has not heretofore 
been, in many instances, accessible, and hence many incon- 
veniences have been experienced, pecuniary losses suffered 
by pillage and embezzlements, and even penalties incurred, 
which a better knowledge of the abuses and evils of the Port, 
and its Customs and Laws, might have prevented. 

In discussing a subject therefore, which was so little un- 
derstood, and which in some shape or other may be Said to 
be useful and interesting to the whole Commercial World, 
and certainly to every Port in the Kingdom, it became 
necessary to methodize the design by a variety of sub- 
divisions. | 

The Work therefore commences with a general view of 
the state and progress of the Navigation and Commerce of 
the River Thames for a Century, Its magnitude and im- 
portance is not only explained in the first Chapter, by a 
reference to authentic documents, but also its various sub- 
| divisions, whether they relate to Shipping or Merchandise, 
in the foreign or coasting Trade.—In these different depart- 
ments, Specific details are offered to the consideration of the 
Reader, illustrated by Tables not less curious than interest- 
ing, both to the political CEconomist, and Persons engaged 
in Commercial Pursuits, as well as those in the Nautical 
Profession. 

The Moralist will probably find matter for contemplation, 
in the view which has been given of the causes that have 
produced a species of systematic delinquency, which, in its 
different ramifications, exhibits a display of turpitude as sin- 
gular as it is unparalleled; and each class of Traders will 
not only discover to what extent in the aggregate the respec- 
tive branches they carry on, has suffered by plunder and 

embezzlementi— 
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embezzlements—but also the remedics which have been sug- 
gested for their future security. 

From this view of the subject, the mind is led to a consi- 
deration of the numbers composing the various classes of de- 
linquents, through whose medium these extensive depreda- 
tions have been committed, in which is exhibited a melan- 
choly, but interesting picture of the state of morals among 
the lower classes of the People employed on the River 
Thames. E 

These details will afford an useful lesson to Nautical and 
Commercial Men, as well as to those whose province it is 
to provide for the security of the Public Revenue. To the 
Patriot and the Philanthropist, a wide field is opened for the 
gratification of that bias Which tends to promote the general 
good of Socicty. 

Nor can thosc who really love their Country, and seek 
anxiously to promote its prosperity, avoid experiencing that 
species of satisfaction which is peculiar to ingenuous and 
benevolent minds, when, in the progress of this Work, it 
is discovered that a partial remedy has already been applied, 
with a considerable degree of success, in removing many of 
the cvils which exist. This satisfaction will be increased, 
when it is demonstrated that a few apposite Legislative Re- 
gulations, with a very moderate pecuniary fund to support 
a well-regulated River Police, is all that is necessary to ex- 
tend the protecting influence of the design, not only to every. 
species of Commercial Property upon the River Thames, 
but also with the same advantages to the National Revenue, 
and to the Public Storcs, whether floating or in his Majesty's 
Arsenals.—W hile, from the vigilance of the system, the evil 
designs of incendiaries, who meditate ruin and conflagration 
among the Shipping, will also be defeated. 

It may be truly said to be the triumph of reason and mo- 
rality, 
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rality, when institutions are formed, and regulations $4nc- 
tioned by the Legislature, to renovate mankind in a course of 
criminal turpitude. Thus rescued from the severe penalties 
of the Law, the powers of mind and body which. had been 
employed in pursuits of e are 2 to e 
of useful industry. = 

Wherever this can ** effected;' it is 8 the eng of 
humanity, since it promotes, in an eminent 2 che * 

piness and the comfort of the human race. *, 122 

- Through this medium is discovered the utility of a correct 
and well regulated Police; without which, in those days, 
and in the present state of Society, and particularly since 
this Nation has been blessed with such an influx of wealth, 
and the temptations arising from the circulation and removal 
of such masses of Commercial Property, have become $0 
strong, it is not possible to controul and keep within bounds 
the tumultuous and ungovernable passions of those Who are 
unawed by a sense of moral duty, and | in no respect re- 
strained by religious principles. 

It cannot be too often or too powerfully inculcated, that 
Arrangements which have for their object the Security of 
Innocence and the Prevention of Crimes, ought by no 
means ever to be considered as an Infringement = the Li- 
berty of the Subject; since the effect of the System is in 
reality to extend, and by no means to abridge, those Privi- 
leges which are secured to every member of the body politic, 
who has not forfeited his natural rights by Offences against 
the Laws. of his Country. 

In restraining and preventing the Commizzion of Crimes, 


the natural Rights of the Innocent become more extended 


and protected; -the sccurity of the unoffending individual 
is strengthened, and the RIES St ate and Condition of 80. 
eicty is improved. 
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In order to promote this important object, the Author has 
ventured to submit this Work to the Public; and as the sug- 
gestions offered by him for correcting a variety of evils 
which in their progress and extent threaten the most alarm- 
ing consequences, are strengthened by the result of actual 
experiment, and by no means rest on speculation, he ventures 
to indulge a hope, that they may claim the support, and excite 
the attention of those hose province and interest it is to 
assist in administering a remedy, 

That it is a matter of the highest importance to guard the 
Morais of the numerous Classes who are employed, and by 
whose labours the extensive Trade of the River Thames is 
carried on, is not only evident, from the unexampled magni- 
tude of this trade; but from a view of the number of indi- 
viduals who compose these classes.* — 
While 
* The Commerce of the River Thames employs, and gives Employ. 

ment to at least 120,000 Individuals of different ages, who 

may be divided into two Classes, and estimated as follow w: 


| IsT. THE EMPLOYERS, 
1. Merchants and Ship Owners in all branches — 4100 


2. Factors and Agents - - - - 450 
3. Brokers of all denominations - - — 570 
4. Wholesale Warehousemen — — - 5&o 
5. Manufacturers for Exportation - - —_— 
6. Finishers and Packers - - — 370 
7. Ship and Boat Builders [35 Docks] 2 - 35 
2. Rope-makers - - - - - 35 
9. Scul-makers - - - 1 


10. Block-makers and Ship-chandlers, ME: - - 25 
11. Master Lightermen, including Coal lighters — 270 
12. Wharfingers, including Coasting trade - 55 


13. Tackle- 


50 
70 


37⁰ 


270 


kle- 


INTRODUCTION. 


xxxi 


While this trade, unparalleled in point of magnitude, sup- 
_ at least 120,000 individuals of different err perhaps 


13. Tackle-bouse Porters 3 
14. Caroons or Carmen [420 Carts], 
15. Master Coopers * 

16. Master Trunk box-makers 175 — 
17. Master Lumpers ſor unlading Ships 

18. Coal Undertakers for unlading _—_ 

:9. Coal merchants and Dealers, &c. 

20. City of London [principal Officers} 

21. Trinity Corporation [principal Officers] 


22. Revenue Boards, including principal Officers 


23. Sundries, Merchants, Owners, &c. &c, he: 


inserted. 


1 hd 4 


1 


500, 000 

N - 22 
2 100 
- 120 

i 90 

140 

a 25 

— 430 

4 15 

4 9 

- 600 


* 152 — 


20. THE PERSONS EMPLOYED. 


1. Seamen and Boys, Riggers, &c. 

— Clerks and Lahourers \- 

2, Clerks and Lahourers | - 

3. Clerks and Lahourers, &c. - 
4. Clerks, Apprentices, and Labourers 
5. Clerks, Journeymen, and Labourers 
6. Clerks and Labourers | - 


7. Journey men Shipwrights 
8. Journey men Rope. spinners and Boys 
9. Journeymen Sail-makers _ - 
10. Journey men Rlock and Oar Makers, Ec. 
11. Journeymen Lightermen — 
— Watermen in Wherries FL 
12, Gangsmen he = 
— Labourers A * 
13. Ticket Potters at the Water-side 
14. Journeymen Carmen - 


Total 10, 250 
- 33,000 
» 12,000 
1 „ 
120 
1800 
3 40,000 
> |. 7500 
- 1100 
— 60 
4 500 
- 450 
-. 3000 
= 5000' 
— 290 
. 
- 500 
* co 
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500,000, including the families of those who! derive subsist- 
ence from: the Navigation and Commerce of the River. 
While it furnishes a resource producing more than one-fourth 
of the public revenues, it becomes a matter of deep interest 


in a political point of view, that every avenue to Fraud and 
Delinquency should be shut up, and the most perfect systein 


adopted in the Police of this great commercial port; not 
only as it may relate to those facilities and accommodations 
which Commerce requires, but also with respect to the 
discipline and morals of the labouring people. 6 
Towards attaining both these objects, it is humbly hoped 
that this Work may prove of some considerable utility. The 
most prominent evils are here placed under the review of the 
Public, together with the ,remedies which have been con- 
ceived best calculated to remove them. A record is thus 
made bf the quantum of Iniquity which has too long distressed 
the Commerce of the River Thames, and which, unless ar- 


15. Journey men Coopers „ e e bog ee Yorbl 
16. Journeymen Trunk and Box Makers A 
17. Working Lumpers, &c. . gh Nine 1409 
18. Coal Heavers ww, - CAC 800 
19, Coal Porters - 2 EIS 450 
— Coal Carters 22 9i0t- bg - - 459 
20. Coal Meters and Meters“ Men, about — 200 
— Corn, Salt, and Fruit Meters 's * 155 
21. Pilots about 23 — = + Ib” 209 
— Ballast Lightermen, &c, - 3 120 
— Bumboatmen of - s 297 6 155 
22. Inferior Officers on River Duty n 1400 

23 Watchmen * 5 oo 54 054595 - 2600 
24. Fishermen of Yarious cleaves „„ Ig 1250 


Total 120,009 
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CHAPTER I. 


Nice and progress of the Commerce of the River Thames. 


A ort Account of the various chartered Companies 


for Foreign Trade. — Ihe Ships and Veſſels using the 


Port of London from the commencement of the present 
Century till the year 1798.—Thhe frogress and in- 
crease of the Navigation, and of the Shipping and 
Tonnage, in the Foreign and Coasting Trade, at dif- 
ferent periods, in the course of the Century—A 
general View of the present state of the Shipping, 
Vessels and Boats, in number 22,500, and the man- 
ner in which they are employed. Te Commerce of 
the River Thames at different periods. —Its rapid 
mcrease since the American Mar. General View and 
Recapitulation of the whole Commerce and Shipping 
of the River Thames in 1798, and of the Property 
remaining slationary therein. Jie annual amount 
of the whole calculated at above 75 millions Sterling 
of Property exposed to Depredation. — General 
observations on the present Harbour of the Port 
of London. — Detail of its divistons and dimen- 
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cions.— Arrangements with respect to Shipping and 
Craft in the various Trades. — Ihe extent and mag- 
nitude of the Coal Trade. Ie average number of 
Ships and Vessels of all kinds, including stationary 
Craft and Boats at all times in the River, laden and 
unladen, estimated at nearly 8000.—An account of 
the Quays and Landing Places m the Port of Lon- 
don. heir dimensions and the inconveniences at- 
tending them.—Observations on Warehouses for the 
accommodation of Merchandise ; their inadequacy to the 
object —The abuses which exist with respect 10 
these Mareliouses.— Rise and progress of the Revenue 
of the Port of London, from the year 1013 to the 
present period. I/ he wise arrangements of Govern- 
ment, in giving free scope to Trade, one of the 
causes of its increuse during the present War.—Con- 
eluding Observations on the netessity of a well-regu- 
lated Police, to counteract the evils which result 
from Commercial opulence, by preservmg and Securing 
the privileges of Innocence, and the general interests 
of Society, 


- — —— ¶ — — - 


E universal interest, which must inevitably be 
excited by every investigation, tending to develope 
the rise and progress of the Commerce and Navigation 
of The River Tuauks, now arrived at that proud 
height, which entitles it to claim a pre-eminence ovet 
all the Commercial Ports in the known world; ren- 
ders it a matter of regret, that the want of specific 


documents, 
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documents, antecedent to the beginning of the 18th 
Century, must of necessity, limit the chief part 
of the following progressive view of this unparal- 
leled source of national prosperity and aggrandize- 
ment, to a term of one hundred years. 

The registers of the Customs furnish no accurate 
detail of the Trade, previous to the period when Sir 
WWilkam Davenant first systematized the public ac- 
counts; which have been recently so much improved 
by Thomas Irving, Esq. the present able, intelligent 
and indefatigable Inspector General of the Imports 
and Exports of Great Britain. It appears, how- 
ever, that so early as the year 1558, the first of the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth, Commerce must have 
made some progress; since the same extent of legal 
Quays was then authorized as exists at present. 

Previous to this period, and even during a con- 
Siderable part of that Queen's reign, a large pro- 
portion of the trade and navigation was carried on by 
foreigners. (a) In the year 1501, it would scem that 
no Englishman in London followed the sole occu- 
pation of an Importer and Exporter. Of 327 persons 


(a) In a letter written to Sir William Cecil, when Secretary of 
State, by the principal merchants of London, complaint is made, 
that, although no city in christendom had equal convenience for 
shipping, none was so slenderly provided. That a great want of 
English ships was experienced to lade goods for Spain, and that 
none were to be had, and that even 37 Hoys employed in those 
days, in bringing timber from Rye, had not an English seaman 
among them. Srow's Hist. of London. 
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who are recorded in history to be merchants, their 
various proſessions are stated to be as follows: : 


Mercers - 99 Cloth Workers 13 
Grocers - 57 Ironmongers 
Drapers - 29 Salters . 
Haberdashers 51 Girdlers = 
Merchant Taylors 25 Bowyers = 
Skinners - 16 Leather Sellers 
Fishmongers 12 Armourers = 


6 
2 
2 
1 
9 
5 


289 38 
— 289 


Total 327 


The Trade to foreign parts, in the way of specula- 
tive adyenture, appears to have very early com- 
menced with Africa, and the dominions of Russia ; 
and it is a curious circumstance, that in these voyages, 

k . the great Officers of State were generally concerned 
39 as individuals in the profit and loss. In 1563, an 
adventure was undertaken by several merchants to 
Maderabombo, in Africa, in which the Earl of Pem- 
1 broke, Lord Robert Dudley, then Lord High Ad- 
| | miral, and Sir William Cecil, Secretary of State, had 
dach shares. The expedition consisted of four vessels, 

q 17 navigated by 150 men; © the wares and wictuals for 
; the Negrocs, with their apparel and habiliments of 

| war, amounted to 1190l. and the whole charge of 
* « the adventure to 3300l.“ in which were concerned 
N the three Statesmen abovementioned, ſive merchants, 
and two mariners. 


Various 
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Various other voyages of a similar nature, are re- 
corded to have taken place, in the early periods of the 
same reign, in which the Queen's ministers were 
adventurers. Yet some spirit of adventure must 
have prevailed previous to this reign: for the first 
Charter to the HampurGn Comeany, was granted as 
far back as 1406, by Henry the IVth. and renewed 
by succeeding Sovereigns in 1413, 1442, 1493, 
1505, 1506, 1509, 1517, 1531, 1547, 1553, 1564, 
1580, 1005, and 1661. 

Taz Russ1a Comeany which was first projected in 
the reign of Edward VI, was chartered in the 1st and 
2nd of Philip and Mary, A. D. 1555, and confirmed 
by a private Statute passed in the 8th of Elizabeth. 

The EasTLAND, or North-Sea Company, was esta- 
blished by Charter in 1579, in the 21ſt year of the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth. This Charter was con- 
firmed by Charles I. in 1629, and by Statute 25 
Car, II. c. 7, this Trade was in a great measure laid 
open. 

Tus EasT-INDia Comeaxy was originally char- 
tered by Queen Elizabeth in 1599. Their first 
adventure commenced with 4 Ships, in 1600, 
exactly two centuries ago. The original shares 
were £50 each, and their first Capital amounted to 
£300,801. 5s. 

In 1685, the Property of the Company, deduct- 
ing bad debts, was only eſtimated at £739,782 los; 
and about this period they employed about 40 Ships, 
including the Country Traders, to the East-Indies 
and China. The tonnage of theſe Ships, was no 
1 doubt 
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doubt very inconsiderable, compared with those 
now in the ſame Trade. 

The small progress made by this great Company 
during the seventeenth century, gave but little 
promise of its gigantic strides since that æra; and 
particularly since the middle of the eighteenth 
century, not only in the extension of its Commerce, 
but in the acquisition of territorial Revenues and 
Power. The future Historian, will, with astonish- 
ment, record a series of events, the success and 
the ultimate issue of which, are unexampled in 
the history of the World. Without meditating 
projects of dominion, a Company of Commercial 
Traders have adventitiously become the Sovereigns 
of many rich and powerful Kingdoms—and that too 
almost within the period of the services of one of 
the present Directors. (S) 

Tug Turkey Couraxy was established als 
about the latter end of the long reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, by temporary Charters in 1581 and 1593; 
and afterwards confirmed by another Charter granted 
in the 3d year of James I.—and by Letters Patent 
of 13 Car. II —This Company is now regulated by 
Statute 26. Geo. II. c. 18. 

During the Seventeenth Century, and previous t 
any authentic Records being preserved of the Trad: 
of the Port of London, a new source of Commerce 
was opened by the discovery and settlement 0 
various Colonies in America. Even as far back 


the years 1584 and 1585, Sir Walter Raleigh seg 


% Mr, Manship, who has been in the Direction 40 years. 
9 Shif 
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9 Ships to Virginia; and he appears to have been the 
first importer of Tobacco from that Country, an 
article which produced a Revenue to the Crown for 
the year ending the 5th of January 1799, of no less 
than £.848,493. 

During the same century the Sugar Colonies had 
their origin, which from being totally unproductive, 
now give employment to above 450 Ships in the 
Port of London alone; and yielded a Revenue of 
upwards of {2,000,000 sterling on the importation 
of the year 1799. 

Txz Arnicax Couraxx was established in the 
reign of Charles II. in the year 1003, The Trade 
of this Company was in a great measure opened to 
the Public by the Statute 23 Geo. II. c. 31, and is 
regulated by several subsequent Statutes. 

Taz Hupsox's-Bay Company was also chartered, 

als by Charles the IId. to trade on a Capital of £10,500 
Tzs! in the year 1681. 
593; Thus it appears, that although the precise extent 
ante of the Trade cannot be ascertained from authentic 
daten documents, the Commeree, Shipping, and Naviga- 
ed bg tion of the Port of London, must have been pro- 
gressively increasing during a considerable part of the 
Seventeenth Century. 

Previous to that æra, Trade was certainly very 
limited, and its principles little understood. The 
Records of that early period, discover misconceptions 
and absurdities, with regard to the effect and opera- 
tion of Commerce upon the interest and welfare of 
the State, which strongly demonstrate the length of 

time, 
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time, necessary to enlighten the human mind upon 
subjects of Commercial or Political Cconomy. 

It is only by an accurate record of facts that the 
judgment can be matured, and true estimates 
formed, of the measures which may be advan- 
tageously pursued for the interest either of States, — 
Bodies politic, —or Individuals. | 

Having, therefore, the aid of Official Docu- 
ments, by which the state and the progressive im- 
provement of the Trade of the Port of London, 
can be traced for the last hundred years,—it is pro- 
posed, first to bring under the consideration of the 
Reader, a detailed and progressive view of the 


I. Sys, VESSELS, AND CRAFT, IN THE RIvEk 
THAMESs. 


Ir appears from anthentic Accounts, that the 
ships and vessels trading to the River Thames for 
a Century past, have been progressively increasing 
not only in number but also in their burden. 

It is stated in the Report of the Dock Committee 
of the House of Commons 1796 that the average 
Tonnage of Ships trading beyond Sea was 


Tons, 
In 1702 - 0 95 
I751 - - 132 
179+ - - 194 
That the average Tonnage of Coarters was— 
Tons. 
In 1750 — - "> Wd 


1795 - = 101 


ER 


the 
for 
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In the same valuable Report is inserted the follow- 
ing comparative View of the Tonnage of Ships 


belonging to the Port of London 

In 1732 and 1792 

Ships of and under 200 Tons 1212 1109 

6 W Tab 83 368 

. * - * * +» 400 74 236 

„% % of Mi 46 30 

+ © «iS. d 0 15 

„ 700 2522 Oo 7 

C 1300 , « + 2 95 
1417 1860 


At the commencement of the 18th Century in 
1700 and 1702, the Shipping of the Port of London 
stood thus ;— 

A. D. Lestels. Tons. 

170 Vessels employed in the Coasting Trade 5562 278, 100 

170 —hritish Ships in Foreign Trade - 839 80,040 
Foreign Ships in ditto = - 496 76,995 


6,397 435135 


At the middle of the Century in 1750 and 1751, 


the following was the state of the Shipping in this 
Port :— 


Total - 


A. D. Vessel:, Tons. 
1750—[In the Coasting Trade 6,396 511,680 
1751—In the Foreign Trade 

Britich Ships - 1,498 198,023 


Foreign ditto = 184 36,346 


Total n 8,078 #9746,049 


Exhibiting 
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Exhibiting an increase of 1181 Ships and 310,014 
Tons in the space of 50 years. | 

From the year 1750 to nearly the close of the Cen- 
tury, but particularly within the last 15 years, the 
progressive increase of the Shipping has exceeded 
any other period: and when the great proportional 


Augmentation of Tonnage is considered, it may be 


truly said to have been rapid beyond all example; 
as appears from the following Statement: 


4.8 „ Tas. 


1797—In the Coasting Trade 10,175 1,205,650 (c) 
In the Foreign Trade 


British Ships 1,426 oy (d) 
Foreign ditto 1,843 226,856\' 
Total 13, 444 1,702,898 


Ep JJ——— 


Thus exhibiting an increase of 5,366 Ships, and 
1,016,849 Tons; the latter having considerably more 
than doubled within the last half Century. 

The Table in pages 11 and 12, containing the 
specific extent of the Coasting Trade to and from 
the River Thames to every Port in England, Wales, 
and Scotland; with that in page 13, shewing the 
aggregate number of Ships for a series of years, 
employed in the general Commerce of the Port, 
will be ſound materially to tend to the further eluci- 
dation of the ſoregoing Comparative Statements. 


(c) See pages 11 and 12. (4) See page 13. 
As 
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c As it must be no less curious than interesting, (particularly to those who | 
are engaged in Nautical Pursuits,) to be able to ascertain the nature and 
specific extent of the immense CoasTING TRADE of the River Thames. 
The following General View of the whole, is selected from the 
Appendix to the Report of the Committee of the House of Commons, 
for improving the Port of London in 1796, and from other Documents. 


| COASTING TRADE, WW 
Between the Poxr of Loxpox, and the PoxTs in ExcLanD and Wars. 
No. No. | Total | No. No. Total 
Towns. of of No. of | Tons. of of No. of 
Vessels. | Voyages | Voyages Vessels. Voyages | Voyages 
Hull . . . +| 200 9 { goo || Brought over | 458 |. ....| 4834 |. 
Yarmouth ..| 30 9 | 270 [Scarborough 3 9 27 
Ipswich. 30 14 | 420 |} Aberistwith 3 6 18 
Rochester 20 24 | 4%0 j[Am..c.ooo| 3 4 8 
Melden 20 24 | 4%0 || Bridgewater 2 4 8 
Liverpool . .} 15 3 54 || Barnstable . . 2 4 8 
Boston. | 16 9 | 144 || Bideford ...| 2 4 8 
Colchester. 14 16 | 224 [Chepsto . 2 | 3 6 
Harwich . . .| 14 16 | 224 ᷑ ((( © 9 18 
Stockton 12 9 fie ((. 16 32 
Newcastle 12 9 | 108 ||Fowey ....| 2 5 10 
Woodbridge 12 9 | 108 ] Folkstone 2 15 30 
Weymouth. .| 12 6 72 |\Lancaster...| 2 3 6 
Exeter . . «| 8 6 43 \Padstow 99 4 8 
Faversham ..} 8 24 | 192 | Queenboro?. & © 24 48 
Aldborough .| 8 12 96 [Sunderland 2 9 18 
Arundel 8 9 72 Whitehaven 2 3 6 
Bridlington ,| 8 6 | 48 |'Eastbourn... I 12 12 
Plymouth , ,| 8 4 32 |'Falmouth . . I 4 4 
. 24 | 192 ||Glocester... I 3 3 
Whitb 7/6 8 48 |; Hartlepool. 1 4 4 
Beaumaris .,| 6 4 24 || Sundries . . + 576 | 
Barmouth , .| 6 4 24 — 
l 6 2 12 Total ..| 496 . . . 5692 
Newhaven . . 6 6 36 
Portsmouth. 6 7 42 WALES. 
Aberdovy . .| 4 4 16 [Cardigan 8 4 32 
K 4 9 36 || Caermarthen 6 4 24 
— — 4 4 3 12 ||Cardif....| 6 4 24 
Chichester 4 6 24 |\|Carnarvon. .| +4 4 16 
Hastings 4 14 | 56 [Milford 4 3 12 
Lynn 4 9 36 ||Swansey « «+ 2 4 8 
Lime. 4 6 24 Llanelly . . . 2 4 8 
Neath 4 4 16 — ' 
; Op 1 6 24 Total . .| 32 124 
Penzance ...| 4 3 12 — 
RJC e. 5 9 36 
Southampton 4 7 28 
4 8 32 (Continued in the $uc- | 
Wisbeach. . 4 6 | 24 ceeding page. 
458 4834 | 
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COASTING TRADE, 
Between Lonpon and ScorLAxp. 


| No. No. | Total 
| Towns, of of No. of 
Vessels. |Voyages. | Voyages. 


1 
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RECAPITULATION, 
Vessels. | Voyages, 


| Englard . ......' 496 5692 


1 | Wales „ 32 124 


| Scotland . 97 684 


— — 


1 —  —  — — 
n . - 


494 | Total for Great Britain , . 625 6c00 
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% For the purpose also of further elucidating those Comparative 
Statements, the Reader is referred to the following interesting 
Tables ; for which the Author is indebted to the very valuable 
Report of the Committee of the House of Commons on the 
London Docks in 1796: Appendix G. and H. As also the 
Report of the Select Committee upon the Improvement of the 
Port of London in 1799: Appendix D2. D. pages 73, 86. 


FOREIGN TRADE. 
6 ; . Total of 
British Ships. Foreign Ships. Briti ab & Foreign. 
Years. Ships. | Tons. || Ships. | Tons. || Ships. | Tons. 
1702. | 839 | 80,040 || 496 | 76,995 || 1335 | 157,035 
1751 | 1498 | 198,023 184 36,346 | 1682 | 234,369 
1792 | 2254 | 431,890 || 1161 | 149,205 |} 3415 | 581,095 | 
1795 | 1841 | 389,317 || 991 | 189,136 || 2832 | 578,453 
1796 | 2007 | 436,843 || 2169 | 287,142 || 4176 | 723,895 | 
1797 | 1425 | 330,392 || 1843 | 226,856 || 3269 | 557,248 } 
1798 | 1649 | 397,096 | 1771 | 229,991 || 3420 * 
COASTING TRADE. 

Years, | Vessels. | Tons. 

1700 5,562 218,100 

1750 6,396 511,680 

1790 9,278 927,800 

1795 11,904 1,199,400 

1796 10,629 1,323,532 

1797 10,751 1,360, 823 

1798 10,133 525 5449 


ToN N AGE of CoasTERs in 1798. 


Under 100 Tons. 5873 
100 .. tO 150 859 
0 + 200 +» 5 © 98 
2011 . 400 14 
Tons. 
_ | 6844. « 5009636 
Colliers average 228 Tons. 3229 . 749,813 
10, 33. . 1,250,449 


For 
Upon 
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Upon the whole, therefore, the increase of the 
Ships and Vessels employed iri the Trade of the 
River Thames, in the course of the 18th Century, 
may be exhibited in the following point of view : 

Increase of Increase of 
Vessels. Tonnage, 
Vessels in the Coasting Trade 4613 927,550 
(e) British Vessels in Foreign Trade 587 250,352 
Foreign Vessels in ditto = 1347 149,861 


Total increase in a Century 6547 1,327,763 

This extensive Navigation employs, as we have al- 
ready seen, the vast number of 13,444 Ships and Ves- 
sels in the Foreign, Colonial, and Coasting Trade, (in- 
cluding their repeated voyages): besides 2288 Light- 
ers, Barges, and Punts employed in the Trade of the 
River Lea, and the Upper and Lower Thames.—If 
to these should be added, the Stationary Craft con- 
sisting of 3330 Barges, Lighters, and Punts, used in 
the lading and discharging of Vessels, together with 
83 Boats, Sloops, Cutters, and Hoys, (f) 3000 Water- 
men's Wherrics, (g. 155 Bumboats, ( and 194 Peter- 

boats; 
le) This comparison having been made after a five years“ war, which 

rendered it necessary to navigate through the medium of Foreign 
Ships, the Eritish are diminished, and the Foreign vessels increased 
in a much greater proportton, than if such comparison had been made 
in a period of peace. 

See Statement in the succeeding page. 


(g) TheWatermen's Company was first founded in 1 556, and con- 
sĩsts at present, as appears from the Report of the Dock Committee 


in 1 796, of 


Freemen - 8283 
Persons not free 2000 Total about 12,283. 
Apprentices - 2000 


This Company is governed by 11 Rulers, 7 Auditors, 5 Comp- 


trollers, and 30 Assistants. They admit about zoo Apprentices yearly 
in 
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boats; the aggregate number (exclusive of Ships of 
War, Transports, and Navy, Victualing, and Ord- 
nance Hoys) will be found to amount to 22,500 
trading Ships and Vessels of various sizes and dimen- 
sons, either frequenting the River in the course of a 
year, or remaining stationary within the limits of the 
Port. This is further illustrated in the two sub- 
sequent pages, containing a General Abstract of 
the number of Ships and Vessels of various sizes 
and dimensions, either frequenting or remaining 
Stationary in the River Thames, in the years 1797 
and 1798, and the mode of employing the same. 


From the Report of the Committee of the House of Commons on 
the London Docks in 1796, (Appendix S. s.) it appears, that 
the aggregate number of Cxarr, (exclusive of Ships, Boats, 

 Wherries, and Pleasure Boats,) in active Service in the Port 
of Loxpox, in April 1796, was stated to be as follows: 


f Average 
Vessels] Tons. Tonnage. 
Barges used principally for Coals 2196 | 71,903 1 33 
Ditto employed in the Deal Trade 400 | 13,290 
Lighters in the West- India and other Trade. 402 | 15,454 39 
Punts employed chiefly in Export Trade. 338 | 6,810 20 
3336 
TE Eo Le as $7 1,332 24 
TTT! ²˙¹A 7 0 6 161 27 
©. i WTR d 10 711 71 
—!. Ä ²• 95 6 10 585 58 
Total 3419 [110,156 


in time of war, and 400 in peace. 4000 are said to he employed in 
the Navy at present. These Watermen navigate the 3000 Wher- 
ries, and the chief part of the 3336 Craft employed in the River. 


) Bumboats were put under certain Regulations, by the Act of 
the 2d Geo. 3. cap. 28. as to which, see gott Chapter II. 


The 
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The preceding Statements are further illustrated by the following 


GENERAL ABSTRACT :— 


| Ships and Vessels which have Arrived and which are 
Stationary in the River Thames, 1797, and 1798. 2 


Vexels. | Detail of Shipping. | 9 


I 
— —— 


Foretcn TRADE. 


1300 Forei vessels %% ̃ 02 24 18173 
(:)1101 Brit vesscls %% 640 a 9 4.6 1425 


— 3268 
CoastTixo TRApr. 
/// 5:4 0:0 9 in 2 3676 
) 625 — ]U/ „ „„ 6500 
| 3444 Rives TRraDe. 13744 
88 \Lighters, Barges, and Punts, employed in 
the Inland Trade of the Upper and 2288 


Lower Thames and River Lea 


Rivxx Cxarr for the Usx of the TRADE. 


8 / ˙ iq x 
f A ve +0 0:0 020» 3336 
LE OE EEE EEE 

H/ 0 
+74» <8 g 
/ ET WEYSY” 3 
I Ez __ A FD PEST TS. 


2 FEES je <5 500000 0 3009 
195 Registered and Licensed Bum Boats. 155 
195 [Ferer Boats le co coo +» ++ ++ v0 © of 194 


{ 10300 L Total . . . 22,500 


(i) 1360 Ships b=longcd to the Port of Lordon in 1798, including East- 
Indiamen, making 374, O00 Tons: 
Ot these 1109 were under 200 Fons. 


30 from 430 to 550 Tons. 


i 
363 from 200 to 300 ditto. | 22. . 609 to 733 ditto. 
— © 200 $66350 ditto. j7 95 - - 1300. » . 
30 350 to oo dnto, | — N 
1860 


I.) It appears from Appendix D. .) page 84, and D. 8.) page $6, in the 
Second Report of the Select Committee, tor improving the Port of London, 


Printed in 1799 3 
Ships. Tons. 
t the Number of Colliers which arrived in 1798. in- 
ger $6 3289 | 749,813 


cluding three repeated Voyages, was- 


The Number ot Coasters the same year, were = - « 6844 500,636 


———— 


Total = 10, 133 1,250,444 
In 1798—53007 of the above vessels cleared outwards, and 
5126 Colliers & Coasters lett the Port in Ballast. 
In tue same Appendix the Vessels and Voyages are stated thus: 
Average voyages. 
Neucastle „388 vessels 33,29 Tons -. z in a year. 
Sunderland . -= 200 vessels 35,765 Tons < ina year. 


525 119,194 


E 


y 


Ww 1 we 


Mode of employing the Vesxels in the River Thames in 


1797, and 1 798. 


In what manner employed. 


Eavt Lndin TIENES oo ooo o ones 50 ow 
West India Trade SL ST SE 8 SS 08S a Ss Sm 
British Continental Colonies. . ...... . + 
Africa, and the Cape of Good Hope 
Southern Fishery h os 2 
Greenland Fishery Ca STE Ss + SS 
United States of America .... co » 
Mediterranean and Turke xv 
Spain  ” I Se ST . . 
% ͤ „ of do 
France % W 4 m! a RSS 
— 41d oi EY 
Holland 6 „„ SC Sa a =. 
Germany and Hamburg 


Prussia eher TSLIUOCLNY 
Poland „ CS TOTS ES u ' ST ESY 
Sweden „ e CSC © SA w u EE 2 
Denmark and Norway 0 0a SD & 6 SS & © Yu 
Russia e e TT TTY ooo” 
. . Guern , . 
Foreign Costing Er @ © © & © @&* & ©6 
Neweastle . , . 329 


Coal Trade Lende „„ 
Blyth Nock. 


88 


418 
* + 100 Hull Traders | 
— 4 396 Other Ports in England — 
Trade 625) 32 Ports in Wales 124 
97 Ports in Scotland, . . 684 4 1 
— — 500 
Wherries for Passengers and Parcels . . . . . . | 3000 | 
River Trade in the Thames and Lee 2288 
River Ckarr. 
Barges employed in the Coal Trade . . . . 2196 | 
Ditto in the Timber Trade. . » 400 
8 —— | 2595 
Lighters employed in West-India and Ameri 
4 „ —_ _ dere 
unts employed in Import and Export Trade 338 
Boats, Sloops, Cutters and Hoys, employed in? 8 
carrying Goods and Passengers . . . . + + 3 
Bumboats Licenced to hawk Goods among the 
FORE Doomp = 135 | 
Peter Boats employed in Fishing, &. . « | 194 
Total „„ 22,500 
BM {!) See page 11. | 
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II. Coumerce or Tax River THAMEs. 

Ar the Commencement of the 18th Century in 
the year 1700 :— 

| bo 8a "ty 


The Imports ERS. to 4,875,538 13 11 
The Exports. . . 0 $5,387,787 4 4 


Total exclusive of the Coasting | 
Trade, of which there areno N. 10, 263, 325 18 3 
authentic Documents n) 


At the middle of the Century, namely. „ in the 


year 1750: — | 
= | L. 6. > 
The Aripbrts appear to be 5,540,564 4 8 
The Exports - 8,415,218 2 5 


( Total exclusive of Coasting Tradef.13,955,782 7 1 

No very rapid progress appears, therefore, to have 
been made during the ſirst fifty years of the Ce- 
tury, either in Shipping, or in the extent and ad- 
vancement of Commerce ; the increase in the latter 
in so long a period, being only 3,092,456/. 8s. 100 
Singular as it may appear, it was not till after the 
American War, and the total loss of the Coloni 
Possessions, that the progress of Trade in the Portd 
London, or the Nation at large, exhibited that de- 
gree of rapidity, which has raised this Country to is 
present enviable height. This fact is ascertained 
by the following General View : 


— 3 
—_— 4 
— — — 


neee 


(-) See Appendix D. of the Report of the Committee of the Hon 
of Commons, 1796. 
(n) Ibid, 
GENERAL 


1 
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GENERAL VIEW 


OF THE IMPORTS AND EXPORTS OF THE PORT OF LONDON, 


For every Tenth Year, from 1710 to 1790; and for every Year 


from 1791 to 1798, inclusive. 


Maps uy To JULY 4, 1799- 


{See Arepexbix D. to the Report of the Dock Committee 1796: 
And Arrrxo P. 13. page £9, ts the Report of the Commattee 
fer improving the Port of London in 1799. ] 


1798 


| Years. Value of ET Value of ren. 
Le 4. d. 4. „%. 
1710 2,894,737 7 6| 4,622,370 12 
1720 4958, 101 17 5] 67003, 245 17 2 
1730 | 6,224,882 8 7] 6,344,765 10 2 
1749 | 429049249 11 1 5,593,734 3 4 
1750 65,540, 505 4 80 8,415,218 2 5 
| 1760 } 790634395 13 6 10,726,709 © 10 
1770 | 8,889,868 - 9,267,709 © 1 
1780 | 6,794,021 1] 6, 837,969 4 9 
1790 | 12,275,546 bs 6| 10,716,548 14 1 
1791 | 12,016,22g 5 2| 12,944,192 8 1 
1792 | 12,971,674 8 g| 14,742,516 13 
1793 | 1252244745 7 12,662,463 6 11 
794 | 14,863,238 8 11] 16,578,802 10 1 
1795 | 1553849777 14 F 16,523,001 6 
1796 | 14,871,546 2 f 18,410,499 17 9 
di. 13,005,290 19 17721,441 4 5 
(o) | 18,002,204 1 


2 


— — * 


F tom the particular marmer in which the Importations from India and 
China are brought to account in the Books of the Customs, no account could 
be rendered of that Branch of Trade; and, therefore, the General Account 
ot the Imports into the Port of London could not be given at the time of 
making up the above Table. 


From 
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From the year 1790 to the year 1796, a period 


of only six years, it is worthy of remark, that the 


Trade of the Port of London, notwithstanding the 
existence of the War, increased more than triple 
the amount of its advance during the first fifty years 
of the Century, as the following statement will shew: 


4. 4. d. 
Imports and Exports in 1796 33.282,46 o 2 
Idem in 1790 22,992,095 8 7 


Increase L. 10, 289,950 11 7 


— 


On examining the Imports and Exports of the 
last four years, from 1796 to 1799 inclusive, it appears 
that no material increase, in the Commerce of the 
Port of London has taken place within that period : 
but it is ascertained by the annexed statement, ex- 
tracted from the Appendix (D. 14) page 90, to the 
2d Report of the Committee for the improvement of 
the Port of London, in 1799, that there has actually 
been, a very considerable augmentation of Trade in 
Several of the Out-ports, thus exhibiting a progres- 
ve advance in the National Commerce every year. (/) 


A EXPORTS AND IMPORTS OF ALL THE OUT-PORTS OF ENGLAND» 


Exports. Imports. 
1793 £:057014,965 9 1 (4.598,29 6 6 
1794 9,084,469 9 8 5,981,760 10 8 
1795 9,622,345 11 6 6,083,591 13 8 
1796 10,785,790 10 10 6,591,163 13 © 
1797 9,978,448 0 6 6,455,581 9 2 
1798 13,920,316 12 4 737399135 5 11 


But, 


ut, 
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But, great as the value of this Commerce appears 
to be, it is now discovered, through the medium of 
the convoy duties imposed by Stat. 38 Geo. III. c. 76. 
under which a per centage is levied, with some few 
exceptions, on the real value of the Merchandize 
imported and exported, that the principle of valua- 
tion, established by Sir William Davenant above a 
Century ago (and continued ever since) does not 
apply to the present period. 

By following this new and more correct datum, 
the Nation has the satisfaction to learn, that the 
marketable value of the Merchandize imported and 
exported, is nearly double the amount of the ancient 
Estimates ; which consequently, are now no further 
useful, than as they exhibit the relative comparison 
between one year and another. 

For the purpose, therefore, of approaching as near 
to the truth as possible, and that the Author might 
be enabled to lay before his Readers a comprehen- 
sive view of the whole Trade of the River Thames, 
according to its true value, he has bestowed consi- 
derable labour in arranging the Table here intro- 
duced; in which is exhibited a general display of 
the Navigation and Commerce of the Port of Lon- 
don, in a manner calculated to convey to the mind 
of the Reader, not only a clear and accurate concep- 
tion of its unparalleled magnitude, but also of the- 
nature of the several articles of Trade and Manu- 
ſacture, which are the objects of that Commerce: 
a detail, which cannot fail to produce a con- 
1 vietion 
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viction of the indispensable necessity of a well- plan- 
ned and energetic System of River Police; to regulate 
and control the ceconomy of so vast a machine, and 
to protect such an astonishing mass and variety of 
Property, in its repeated transits to and from the 
Ships and Vessels, until it can be ultimately depo- 
Sited in places of security. This detail also may 
serve to show, how inefficient and abortive must all 
the efforts of Individuals prove in preventing Plunder, 
and Depredation, without the superior power of 
Legislative aid. 

In contemplating this vast extent of Commercial 
Aggrandisement, we discover also no inconsiderable 
proportion of those immense resources, which have 
contributed, in so great a degree, to the power and 
splendor of the Nation: and these resources are fur- 
ther illustrated by the General Recapitulation, exhibit- 
ing a comprehensive view of the whole, including 
what may be denominated the Local Trade; and 
also, the Value of the Shipping and Craft belong- 
ing to British Subjects, and employed in the exten- 
sive Commerce of the Port of London, 


RECAPITULATION. 


Of the whole COMMERCE and SHIPPING of the RIVER THAMES, taken from Authorities and Documents applicable to the Year ending the 5th January, 


GENERAL VIEW 


1798; with the true Valuation of the 


Merchandise ImrornTzD and ExronrEp from and to Parts beyond Seas, ascertained on the New Principle established by. the Coxvor DuTiss: Exhibiting also the Number of Vessels and the 
aggregate Tonnage employed in each particular Branch of the FoxkIGHN and CoastinG TRADE. 


IMPORTS into the Poxr of Loxpox. 


Specification of Articles. 


Value of Merchandise 
Imported, 


EXPORTS from the PoxT of Loxvox. 
Specification of Articles, 


( 


Number 

FOE ; ; of Ships, 
>, 1 of including Aggregate 
rading Countries, repeated l'onnage. 

Voyages. 

FokkI Cx 'Trabr. 

East Indies 53 41,456 
386 101,454 
British Continental } 68 2.086 

Colonies * . * * 1379 
Africa and the Cape 17 45336 
Southern Fishery .... 29 7,461 
Greenland Fishery . 16 4,769 
States of America 140 32,213 
Mediterranean and { 

. 2 141757 
Spain and Canaries . . 121 16,509 
Portugal and Madeira 150 2 5,670 
—_—_—_— M1 56 $3573 
Austrian Flanders 66 57184 
41 329 19,166 
IE ³ + o + {- 235 377647 
GL = . S0 $6,955 
— cots 69 17,210 
. 109 14,252 
Denmark and Norway 202 45409 
14230 56,131 
Tara Foreign Trade .. 29 To) 525, 48 

Cos TRADE. 
= Guernsey. 

2 - l Jersey » © © + 46 57344 

Ss] Aldemey . . } 

=S Tlicknd., ... > 276 32,824 

8 Coal Trade . 3676 656, oco 

— England and N 

1 Wales W 586 | 500,000 
e. 60, co 

ee, ee 


\ 


—_ FT Tois.is oo. <5. * + 
Corn, Wine, Gin, Brandy, Flax, Dye Stuffs, Provisions, Seeds, &c. 
Corn, Wine, Linen, Linen Yarn, Silk, Skins, Drugs, Smalts, { 


Deals, Masts and Timber, Corn, Ashes, &c. 
Corn, Timber, Deals, Linens, &c. 


Tea, China, Drugs, Nankeens, Muslins, Callicoes, Long Cloths, 
Cotton, Cotton Yarn, Pepper and Spices, Salt-Peter, Indigo, 
Raw and Manufactured Silks, Sugars, &c. ca. \ 


Sugar, Rum, Coffee, Cocoa, Pimento, Ginger, Cotton, Dye Woods, &c. 
Furs, Sk ins, Fish, Oil, Corn, Masts, and other Timber 
Fruit, Wax, Gums, Hlephant's Teeth, Palm Oil, Wine, Ke. 


Oil, Spermaceti, Whale-bone, and Skins 
Blubber and Whale-bone, Seal Oil, cke. 


Tobacco, Rice, Indigo, Cotton, Corn, Oil, Skins, and Naval Stores 


Silk, Wine, Oil, Cotton, Drugs, Dye Stuffs, Fruits, ccc. 


Wine, Oil, Fruit, Wool, Cork, Drugs, ce. 
Wine, — 0 Salt, AG > o + <0 0 
Wine, Oil, Fruit, Cotton, Brandy, ke. 


Ashes, Oak Bark, Seeds, &c. Kea. 


— RR FRO a Be. do eo con do „„ „„ 


Corn, 'Timber, Deals, Iron, Ke. a 
Hemp, Linens, 'Tallow, Ashes, Iron, Masts, Deals, &c. . 


4 


290,894 4 10 
82,370 15 © 
T0. $9 2 
64,1420 8 
16175388 2 8 


350,794 19, 10 


Wine, Brandy, Genera, Prize Goods, Paving Stones, ka. 


Coals from Newcastle, Sunderland, and Blythnook s 
Corn, Flour, Beer, Cvder, Butter, Cheese, Fruits and Provisions, 


Linens, Salt Provisions, Corn, Hides, Tallow, Butter, Linen and } 


Woollen Yarn, and Manufactures, &c. &c. . . «© + + + + 6 


and Manutactures of all Kinds 


Cotton and Muslin Manufactures. Dama k, Diaper, Oſnaburgs, } 


Linens, Hosiery, Herrings, Salmon, Salt Fish, Cast Iron, 
Coals, Paving Stones, &c. , . . 


* * . . * * „ 4 


— 


776,686 13 2 
1145359 7 2 
15,951 17 8 
„ 
O09 3-241 19 2 
2,658,011 8 2 
220,827 14 o 
1 
162,707 6 10 
94,823 3 © 
1,565,118 7 6 
23,059,533 7 6 


218,916 12 8 


1,878,077 7 2 
1,700,000 © o 
3,900,0 0 O 


250,900 © © 


ited . 


6,5 44,02 10 2 


7,118,623 12 8 || 


Tobacco, and Foreign Merchandise 5 
Tobacco, and East and West India Produce, Rice, Ke. 
Tobacco, Rice, and other West India Produſe « + 


Linens, Woollens, Haberdashery, Hosiery, Hats, Shoes, nan 


Wrought Iron, Jewellery, Plated Goods, Tin, Copper, ce. \ 
Linens, Woollens, Haberdashery, Cotton Goods, Provisions, Herrings, &c. 


British Manufacture of all Kinds, Tea, Sugar, &. Ke. 


Linens, Cotton Goods, Arms, Liquors, Gunpowder, &c. cc. 
Ships-Chandlery, Fishing Tackle, Stores and Provisions . . . 
Ships-Stores, Fishing Tackle, Stores and Provisions for the Ships . 
British Manufactures, and Foreign Goods, &c. &c. k. 


Britisch Manufactures, Fish, East India Goods, kck ec. 


Britisch Manufactures, Fish, and some Foreign Goods . . . 
Britisgh Woollens, and other Manufactures . . « « +» +» 


British Manufactures, and East and West India and American Goods. 


British Manufactures, and East and West India and American Goods. 
British Manufactures, and East and West India and American Goods. 
British Manufactures, and Foreign and West India Produſe 

British Manufactures, and Foreign Merchandize . . + »« 


British Manufactures, and East and West India Goods, &c. . « + 


Pritish and Foreign Merchandise, Corn, Provisions, G 


British Manufactures, and East and West India and American Produce | 


of all Kinds, &c. . T 


Groceries, Teas, East and west india Goods, „% 
East and West India Goods, Tobacco, Rice, Cotton, Groceries, * 


Dry Goods of various Kinds 


Ditto . * . . Ditto . * * . . * . . . . * . 
*,* The Value of Imports and Exports in the Coasting Trade 

cannot be ascertzined by the Public Accounts; what is here stated 

is merely the supposed Value on the best Data that could be found. 


Total Value of 
Value of Merchandise Merchandise Imported 
Exported. and 
Exported. 
£a „ (. 4. 1 
3957,95 5 1 10,582,397 15 3 
3,895,313 18 7 11,013,937 It 3 
1347520 1 7 1,638,144 6 F 
4499275 19 3 $31,446 14 3 
+ + +54 16 4 250,743 19 6 
co - @ 6420 8 
3,898,864 12 9 $416,250 15 5 
118,914 3 7 509, 9 3 $5 
$71,073 - 4-6 947-759 17 8 
438,877 16 2 853.2327 3 4 
859,074 16 © 875,926 13 8 
6— 1 © 139,001 5 4 
5835, 3 6 2,211,362 © 10 
8,0 14,260 3 0 10,672,291 11 2 
211,662 12 © 432,499 6 o 
35,468 18 3 242,945 18 3 
169,293 18 4 „ 
711,082 10 8 805,903 14 2 
452,106 16 7 2,01%½225 4 1 
26,387,363 18 4 49446, 897 5 10 
$3,281 12 1 302,198 4 9 


659,922 14 1 
105,000 O O 
25 200, 00 O O 


* 


300, 00 © © 


2,539,894 1 3 
1,7 10,000 0 oO 
6,100,000 0 O 


$00,000 © © 


29,640,568 4 6 


Mc 


— 


60,597,989 11 10 


— 


6 


en and Colonial 
—_— 6, - o- 
eigen Coarting., 
msey, Jersey, &c. 
it Coatting. 
4 
and and Wales 
and 


e river Lea. 


of the Port in up- 
Lower Thames, 
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RECAPITULATION. 
Ships | 
EY Aggregate | Value of Value of 
repeated Tomge. Imports. Exports. 
voyages. 
| F of s. d. -.£ 4. 4. 
2946 $25,148 23,059, 533 7 626,387,363 18 4 
46 $5344 | 218,916 12 $ 83,281 12 1 
276 32,824 1,878,971 7 2| 659,922 14 1 
3676 656,000 1,700,009 o > 10,000 o o 
5816 | $502,000 3,990,000 © O 2,200,000 © © 
684 | 60,090 AJ 200,000 © o] 300,000 o o 
13,444 | 1,779,316 J30, 957, 421 7 429,640, 568 4 6 
39,957,421 7 4 


Total Imports and Exports 


To wwhich add Inland Trade, Cc. 
Trade within the 


Barges and Punts, &c. in- 
cluding repeated voyages 
with Grain, Malt, Timber, by 
&c. estimated at 


E2 British vessels inForeign 

a C1491 þ Trade, average N ? 7002,000- © 

8 f 2 418 Colliers — - 702,000 o 

A 8 496 England, 

* 32 Wales, þ Coasters - - 525, co o 

3-0" 97 Scotland 

= = | 3507 River Craft and Traders - 350,009 o 
CLE os LL 


Total property in the River 
Thames, aunualiy 


£-60,597,999 11 10 


Add ali the value of Britich Shipping, Cc. 


O 
O 


O 


0 
O 


— 


235,099 © 


9,200,000 ©O 


O 


0 


Thus 


: 70,032,989 11 10 


24 TREATISE ON 


Thus it would appear, that the estimated value 
of the Commercial Property which floats in the 
River Thames, in the course of a year, ex- 
ceeds Sevenſy Millions sterling! When to this 
we add the Coals, and Goods of all kinds, con- 
stantly exposed in Craft; Ships of War, Gunboat 
and Transports; the Hoys for conveying Naval, 
Victualling, Ordnance and Military Stores, to and 
from the public Arsenals at Deptford, Woolwich, 
Sheerness and Chatham, to Ships of War and Trans- 
ports on the River; and to and from Dock-yards at 
Portsmouth and Plymouth : all which must, in the 
course of a year, amount to at leaſt Five Millions. The 
whole will present an aggregate of Seventy-five Mi. 
lions sterling of floating property; all of it, more or 
less, subject to acts of peculation, fraud, embexali. 
ment, pillage and depredation, through the medium i 
of the various and numerous classes of depraved 
characters who are employed upon the River, seek- 
ing for opportunities to acquire plunder, and who 
(it cannot too often be repeated) are only to be re 
strained and over-awed by an apposite River Police, 
exclusively directed to that object alone, and aided 
by a competent civil force, 


HI Gexers 
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III. GENERAL OBSERVATIONS ON THE HARBOUR op 
THE PorRT OF LONDON, AND THE CONVENIENCES . 
- AFFORDED TO THE TRADE. 


Tas present accommodations for the immense 
Commerce of the Port of London, (with the 
exception of those Vessels that discharge their cargoes 
between Blackfriars and London Bridges,) are com- 
prehended in that portion of the River Thames 
which extends from London-Bridge to Deptford, in 
length about four miles, and upon an average, 450 
yards wide, This Harbour, from the variations in 
the depth of the water, (p) is understood to comprise 
four distinct divisions, namely ;— 


Y No, of 
Ships 
& — * 
1. The Upper Pool from London- Coaſters 
Bridge to Union Hole, for "I & Tj 
of 250 tons and under. _ 
2. The Middle Pool from Union dle- 
Hole to Wapping de Selen e Sized C126 


for Ships of 350 tons. 13 
3. The Lower Pool from Wa pping 

New-Stairs to Horſe-Ferry- cer, (1g \ 
near Limehouſe, for Ships of : "== 


$00 tons. 


4. From Horse- Ferry to the Moor- Lime- : 54 
ing-Chains at Deptford, for Ships h 2 houſe 
of 450 to 500 0 _— 16 Dept- ; 50 
fect water. w” 4 fl 
The large Jolla 3 from — 
22 to 24 feet water, cannot discharge Total 879 


higher up than Blackwall. 


% For a Statement of the Soundings of the River Thames, see | 


A 
1 APFENDIS, No, I, 


From 
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From the foregoing account, it would scem, that 
no more than 879 Ships and Vessels can be easily 
accommodated in the Harbour: yet, it frequently hap- 
pens, when the Fleets arrive together, that from 13 to 
1400 Vessels, including Coasters, arc in Port at the 
same time.—300 Colliers have been at one time in 
the Pool, and there are usually from 150 to 200 Sail. 

It is moreover to be remembered, that the surface 
of the River is not only thus occupicd by Ships and 
Vessels arriving from Sea; but also by the numerous 
Craft necessarily employed in conveying the Cargoes 
of the larger Vessels to the different Landing Places. 

The East-India Ships discharge their Cargoes into 
decked Hoys belonging to the Company : A part 
from the largest Ships frequently in Long-Rcach, 
and the remainder at Blackwall. 

With some few exceptions of small Vessels, which 
land their Goods at the Quays, he Ships in the TVest- 
Hidia Trade discharge their Cargoes into Lighters. 

When a large Flcet of Ships from thence are 
delivering their Cargocs, and the Quays are crowded, 
the consequence 1s, that from 150 to 200 Lighters 
will remain for a considerable length of time, having 
valuable Goods on board, exposcd to the risk of 
plunder and the danger of swamping, or sinking, in 
consequence of the various accidents to which they 
are exposed. 

The American Trade also occupies a considerable 
number of Lighters, as do, in short, all the Ships 
and Vessels trading to the Port which are not dis- 
charged at the Quays, 


6 Of 
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Of 420 Timber Ships, which usually arrive in the 


course of a year, about 250 are laden with Logs; 


these are rafted in the River, and generally occupy 
ten times the space taken up. by the Ship from 
whence they have been unladen; and the Vessels 
freighted with Deals occupy a great number of Ligh- 
ters in their discharge. 

The Coal Trade alone, which exceeds the Foreign 
Commerce in the number of Ships annually dis- 
charged, requires double the number of Craft which 
is found necessary for the whole Import and Export 
Trade of the River. 2196 Barges, averaging about 33 
Tons each, (amounting in the whole to 71,903 Tons,) 
are chiefly employed in the Coal Importation. (9) 

On some occasions, above 90 Colliers (each 
requiring on an average 13 Barges,) are discharg- 
ing at once. 1170 Coal Craft will then be 
laden with Coals, occupying different parts of the 
Pool at the same time; while the chief part of the 
remaining Craft, above and below Bridge, are used as 
Floating Warchouses, until the Coals can be dis- 
posed of. ; 

The monthly supply of Coals for the Metropolis, 
s estimated at 300 Cargoes of 220 Chaldron each, 
% 00,000 Chaldrons: It is therefore no unlikely 
supposition, that (with some exceptions,) 50,000 
Chaldrons, on an average, remain exposed to depre- 


dation in open Craſt on the River all the year 
round. 


7] See page 15. 
Hence 
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Hence it may reasonably be concluded, that 
the number of Ships, Vessels, and Craft, which 
cover the Harbour of the Port of London, laden 
with valuable property, outward and homeward 
bound, all the year through, cannot be estimated at 
less than eleven hundred. On some occasions there 
must be many more; for we have seen that 13,444 
Foreign and Coasting Vessels enter the Port in 
the course of a year. (0 To these we are to add 
2000 River Traders and Stationary Craft, including 
the Coal Barges ; making in all upwards of three 
thousand Floating Repositories of valuable property. 
The unladen Craft and Wherries will increase this 
number to nearly 8000 Vessels and Boats of all kinds, 
occupying a space of four miles below, and two miles 
above London Bridge. | 

Vessels delivering Cargoes into Lighters, gene- 
rally require from 14 days to six weeks to finish the 
discharge. Various causes combine to create delays, 
which subject the property to risk of plunder and 
damage—rainy weather—scarcity of Craft—and 
above all, the crowded state of the Legal Quays: 
which latter alone, occasions many obstructions, 
and renders it, not seldom, absolutely necessary t0 
suspend the discharge merely on this account. 


) See Table in page 22, 
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IV. LaxnpinG Praces in Tar PorT or Loxpoy, 
INCLUDING LEGAL QUays AND SUPFERANCE 
WHARFS. 


Ir has already been observed that the Legal 
Quays have been established so far back as the Ist 
year of the reign of Queen Elizabeth in 1558, 
since which period they have never been enlarged. 
They are 20 in number, situated on the North side 
of the River, and extend (from London-Bridge) to 
the Western extremity of Tower Ditch. The 
whole frontage of these Quays is only 1419 feet, and 
they are divided in the following manner :— 


Legal Quays of the Port of London. 


I. Seven Quays from London Bridge to Billingsgate. 


Feet PROPRIETORS AND LESSESS, 
„ - 240 +» - MS 


| 2 Cocks Quay , . . . G65 Mr. Herbert 
; Gras Du BD 1 4 Messrs. Curlings 
$ 1 = WR: 7 - * Messrs. N 
Somers Quay 4 73) Eat. India Company 
446 


IT. Eight Ruays from Billingsgate to the Custom-house. 
ect 
i Smarts Quay NM 
2 Dice — * e P- 7 | Mr. Bolt 
3 Ralphs Quay . . . . 46 
4 Youngs Quay , . . . 46 * Messrs, Ogles 
F Wiggins Quay . , . <2 | 
p Sables Quay . . . © 30} Messrs. Dawson, 
C Bear Quay 0 . * . . 64 Gascoigne, Dixon 
| © Porters Quay y.. , 103) and Co. 


III. Hier 
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III. Five Quays to Tower Dock. 
_ A ties © Feet. PROPRIETORS AND LESSEFS. 
1 Ihe Custom house "my 208 . : 
2 Wool Quay . l 61 His Majesty 
3 Galley Quay - 101 , Messrs. Curlings 


2 ms — k : a : : , 5 Messrs. Dutton and Co. 


494 
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Ist. Division 7 Quays . 446 
2d, Ditto 8 Quays . 479 
zd. Ditto 5 Quays . 494 


Total . 20 1419 
The confined state of these Quays, (7) has been 
long complained of as a grievance, and seems 
to have operated powerfully in promoting the 
efforts which have been, at length, successfully 
used in obtaining Legislative authority to construct 


Wet Docks. 


It may be stated, on the authority of the evidence 
delivered before the Committee of the House of Com- 
mons in 1790, that some of the Wharfingers, having a 
joint right in the Quays and Warehouses, will 
sometimes not permit goods to be landed on thei 
Wharfs, unless they also derive the additional 
benefit arising from the same goods being deposited 


r) See a Plan for improving these Quays, in the Second Report 
of the Select Committee on the Port of London, 1799. 


in 
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in their Warehouses. Acting under the short- 
sighted impulses of immediate gain, they have some- 
times grasped at the possession of more goods than 
they could store in places of security: The result has 
been that perishable eommodities, have remained in 
the Craft, or upon the Wharfs, exposed to the injuries 
of the weather, and generally to very excessive 
plunder. EEE 

In addition however to these Legal Quays, relief 
has been occasionally afforded to the Trade of the 
Port through the medium of Sufferance Wharfs. 
Although these Wharfs have generally been allotted 
to the East Country and the Coasting Trade, permis- 
sion has also been granted to land Sugars and Foreign 
Articles at them ; and particularly in the years 1793 
and 1799, when, the arrival of several Fleets at the 
same time occasioned an uncommon press of business. 

Five of these Syfferance II ars are situated on 
the North side of the River, between the Tower and 
Hermitage Dock ; the remainder, 18 in number, 
are of larger dimensions, but they are all situated on 
the Surry side. The whole compose a frontage of 
3676 feet upon the River.'r) 

The detached, and, in some respects, the remote: 
Situation of the Sufferance Wharfs, with various other 
inconveniences with regard to the Warchouses, ren— 
der them but an indifferent suecedaneum; and the 
hazard of loss by plunder, has been found to be, in 
many respects, much increased by this alternative, 


] See the following page for an account of the Wharfs. 
PusL1C 
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PosLIc Forty SUPPERANCE WHARFS, ii the linuts 
Set out by the ComMisstoNERSs of the Cusrous, and 
particularly specified and decreed by them to be PuBLic 
Wars, on the 13th of May, 1789. 


[From the Second Report of the Select Committee, upon the Improvements 
ef the Port of London, page 134; Appendix, (C 4) ] 


Sufferance Wharfs. 


{ Chambertayne's Wharf 


„ ; - » 


„ 
„ 


Stanton's . 


w 
CEY 5 > 0+ + © 0 
Carrington's s 
Hoggarth's 3 Wharfs . 
SY a co» {co 0+ 
| Merriter's . . © © + » 


Iron- Gate 


— 5 1 . * 
| * > N St. Catherine 's. 
2 — oof > 
„„ 
SS (Downes 


„ RT 


Sy mon s 


» | Davies, Butt and Co's. . 
$ Hattley's s 


Holland's and Butler's . 


No. ot Feet 
next to the 
River each 
Wharf oc- 
cupies. 


195 
250 
118 
152 
149 


No. of Tons W 
bone, will, the Yards 
ak will contain 
4,502 400 
4,900 5co 
16, ooo 2,200 
4,000 
6,000 600 
205,000 105,000 
6,000 
20,000 | 22,000 
4,000 | 20,000 
2,000 3,420 
J,000 | 3,000 
3,500 
2,500 3,000 
2,500 | 6,000 
| 4590 | 5,500 
15450 25000 
8, co 
300 
3,840 
1,000 
3,800 400 
; 125,490 | 78,800 


No. of 
Hogs heads 
of Sugar 
each Wharf 
can house. 4 


3,200 | 
2,000 


V. Wart 


JENS. Js 


—— Ah. Aut 
— . IE 


DF . 


— — ͤ —mümü 7ĩ 


813888 8 
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V. WAREHOUSES FOR THE ACCOMMODATION 
oF MERCHANDISE. 


The Warehouses for the accommodation of Mer- 
chandise are numerous, and some of those belonging 
to the East-India Company, are splendid and com- 
modious in the highest degree. Their goods are 
carted to these Warehouses from their own Quays, 
where they are deposited under the care of Revenue 
Officers, specially appointed, as the duties are never 
paid until the goods are delivered after a Sale takes 
place; a privilege which could not fail to give an 
inconceivable spring to Commercial pursuits if ex- 
tended to all the other great branches of Trade. 

The Warehouses at the Legal Quays, where 
Sugars and other West-India commodities are gene- 
rally landed, are not equal to the accommodation of 
more than 32,000 hhds. of Sugar: Those at the Sut- 
ſerance Wharfs, if not occupied with other goods, 
would contain 60,000 more; (s) but as they are gene- 
rally allotted for other Merchandize, and as it fre- 
quently happens, especially during war, that of an 
importation of 150,000 hhds. in the course of six 
months, 120,000 will arrive in Zhree; the conse- 
quences have been that Sugars, and other valuable 
commodities, have been piled upon the Quays six or 
cight hogsheads high. 

Under such circumstances, previous to the esta- 
blishment of the Marine Police Office, the property 


) See Table of Sufferance Wharfs, page 32. 
D of 
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of the Planters and Merchants became a prolific 
harvest to the hordes of plunderers who work upon 
the River, and prowl] about the Wharfs.—The Ships 
and Lighters also became temporary warchouses, 
equally the objects of pillage, and daily and nightly 
depredations, to an extent that exceeds all credibility; 
while those to whom the- protection of the property 
was then committed were themselves, in many 1n- 
stances, most deeply implicated in the villainy. 

But the evil was by no means confined to depre- 
dations committed on merchandise thus exposed, 
The loose system which then pervaded, and it is to 


be feared still pervades, the interior of the Ware- 


houses, is productive of much abuse and no little pecu- 
lation, of which more will be stated in its proper place. 

Having thus followed the Navigation and Com- 
merce of the River Thames regularly through all its 
Stages, in which information or specific detail, as to 
the extent and magnitude of both, or to the ceco- 
nomy of the System at large, appeared to be useful 
and interesting, it now remains to take a general 
view of the advantages derived by the State from the 


IEVENUE OF THE PorkT oF LoxDos. 


In a Work of this nature, minute or elaborate in- 
vestigations as to the importance of the Trade of the 
Port of London, as a great and prolific source of 
Revenue, are ncedless.—The fact is admitted, and 
appears evident from the details which have been 

already 
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already given, It will therefore be sufficient briefly 
to show the progress of this great branch of the 
National income, and to trace it from an early period 
to its present wonderful amount. 

In the year 1613, according to Davenant, the 
Customs of the Port of London stood thus— 


= a 
On Goods Outwards . . L. 61,322 16 7 


Inwards . .. 48,259 19 


109,572 18 4 


in the same year the Customs of all England 
produced only .,. . +» 
Peing nearly three to one in favour of the 
Metropolis. 
In 1666 the same Author states that the 
whole Customs of England were farmed 
/ n 6 RR 0 
From 1671 to 1688 the whole Customs of 
i'ngland produced on an average yearly, only $55,752 © 0 


35,502 9 4 


From 1700 to 1714 the Revenue of the 


Customs of England, on an average of 15 

years, %% A nant 1,352,764 9: 
While in 1711 the Customs, as stated by 

Davenant to have been received in the 

Port of London alone, amounted to . . 1,353,485 © 0 
In 1725 the Customs of this Port amounted 

I OO FR EF EH Gp 1,500,000 0 © 
— 1750 . Idem, exclusive of the Excise on 


Spirits, Tea, &c. &c. about « « «» 1,750,000 © 0 
— 1775 . Idem . . . Idem . . Idem 2,250,000 © ©& 
— 1735 . Idem . . . Idem . . Idem 2,500,000 © © 
— 1795 . Idem . '. , Idem . . Idem 3,043,940 9 11 


— 1412 7 
1796 


» Idem . . . Idem . . Idem 4,168,061 11 2 
— 1798 . Idem . . Idem . . Idem 4,815,034 16 2 
— 1739 . Idem, including Convoy duties 6,422,791 0 5 
D 2 From 
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From this just point of view in which the subject 
is placed, the mind must be struck with astonishment, 
(especially when it is considered that the immense 
dutics of Excisc are not included,) at a progress 80 
rapid, under the weight of so many succeeding wars, 
and terminating at à crisis of unexampled Public 
expence, in so splendid a display of the Commercial 
enterprize of the Merchants, and the opulence of 
the Metropolis; exhibiting, at the same time, the 
ability it possesses of contributing, in every exigency of 
danger and difficulty, to the effectual aid of the State. 

The fact however is, that not a little of the success 
of the Commerce of the Port of London, is to be 
attributed to the spring which has been given to it 
by the wise and enlightenedpolicy adopted by the Go- 
vernment in the course of the present War,—This 
policy, in spite of all the efforts of the hostile Nations 
to prevent it, has opened a Jucrative and beneficial 
Trade 4% their respective Countries, unexampled in all 
former Wars: a mcasure highly creditable to the penc- 
tration and judgment of those who had strength of 
mind to conceive, and resolution to execute it, in 
opposition to so many popular prejudices: a measure, 


in short, most admirably calculated to invigorate V 
Commerce, and the resources of the Country, at l 
the expence of the Enemy. () P 
Coxc Lupe 80 

% Notwithstanding the present War, and the various probibi 
tions vainly attempted to be enforced by our enemies in Spain, % 


France and Holland, our Trade with these Countries, in cons- 
quence of the Measures above alluded to, as pursued by Gove 
ment, appears by the Gencral View in page 22, to have been ve! 
Import 


extensive. 


ConcLUuDiNG OBSERVATIONS, 

While every lover of his Country must glory in 
its Commercial Aggrandizement, and in the exalted 
pre-eminence which she holds among the Nations of 
the World; the same spirit of patriotism sbould act 
as an incentive to the establishment of those prin- 
ciples of moral rectitude, which form the only true 
and solid foundation of permanent proſperity, either 
among Nations or Individuals. How much soever 
the mind may be dazzled with the glare of power and 
wealth, no truth is better established than this; that 
where riches flow upon a Country, exhibiting in one 
scale the advantages arising from the accumulation 
of masses of property, these blessings are but too 
frequently weighed down by an accession of crimes 
in the other: these, unless their increase is prevented 


in due time, will forcibly operate in sapping the 


ſoundation of all morals, and insensibly lead to those 
consequences which have fatally terminated the Poww- 
er, the Splendor, and even the Existence of Nations. 


The present state of socicty and manners—The 
wonderful change apparent in the habits of the 
lower orders of the Community—The recent, and 
perhaps too effectual attempts to undermine that 
sense of Religion and moral rectitude, which re- 


and from the Port of Lon- ( To France and Flan- 
don only, for the year end- 


8 GS o 2 1,015,017 19 © 
ing the 5th of Jan, 1798. 


Imports and Exports to) To * „enen 
To Holland . . . 2,211,362 © 10 


Total. . . 4,174,139 7 6 
trained 
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strained the mass of the people from minor acts of 
delinquency : All these considerations call for such 
internal regulations as may operate in the most imme- 
diate manner, in controlling the il]-directed and tu- 
multuous activity of human passions ; to counteract 
the influence of wealth under its various attractions 
of pleasure and pain ; and to preyent it from dis- 
seminating its poison, while it confers its blessings. 

To effect this purpose, mes/mable in a national 
point of view, and benevolent and humane to all 
whose vices and enormitics it tends to restrain, a 
Police must be resorted to upon the broad scale of 
General Prevention—Muld in its operations, — Effec- 
tive in ils rexults ; having juslice and humanily for 
its basis, and the general Security of the State and In- 
dividuals for ils ultimate object, 

The art of ceconomising through the medium of 
a well-regulated Police, with a view to the preyen- 
tion of crimes, by the introduction of restraints, 
perfectly congenial to the principles of the British 
Constitution, may be considered as a new branch of 
Science in Political Philosophy. 

Fortunately however for the best interests of Man- 
kind, such a system has been demonstrated to be 
practicable. In its further operation, the true happi- 
ness and comfort of the People will incvitably be pro- 
moted; while by extending sccurity to Commercial 
Property, the privileges of innocence will be pre— 
served, and the comforts of Civil Society eminently 
culurged. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IL 


Reflections on the origin, rise, and progress of Depreda- 


"tions on the River Thames.—Causes ass1gned, VIS. 


Smnuggling purguits generating Depravity—Impu- 
nily—The want of apposite Laws, and the means 
of carrying them ito execution, River Plunder felt 
as a serious evil about the middle of the Century,— 
The Bumboat Act of the 2d Geo. III. Cap. 28.—1I1⁸ 
Provisions explained. — Bumboats greatly diminished 
gince the passing of this act—Supplied by the 
Ilatermen's boals.—The inefficacy of the Bum- 
boat Act explained —Culprits support one another 
by ratsing a general Fund for Penalties. The m- 


jrry 10 the Crown and the Subject, from this Source 


in the Century, estimated at Ten Millions Sterling. 
An Inquiry instituted in 1797, with a wiew o the 
esfablishing a Police — A detail of the evils which 
le adsption of the Syslem developed, Ist. with re- 
ect to the Depredations of River Pirates —2d. 
Night Plunderers—3d. Light Ilorsemen—ath. 
I leavy Thorsemen—5th. Journeymen Coopers—Oth. 
tf atermen—7 th. Mud-larks—$8th. Rat-catchers— 
0/h, Game Lightermen—1Oth. Scuffie-hunters.— 
Pillage on the Quays, —IVarehouses.—The Devil 
Logsheads explained. Ilie aggregate luss under pre— 


zonce of drawing Samples, estimated at 70,0001. a 


Jear in Ii est-Iudlia articles, exclusive of general 


? 6 . 
mder,— Concluding observalions. 


3 No 
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N, sooner had the Commerce of the River Thames 
arrived at that point of respectability, which rendered 
it necessary, from the peculiar situation of the Port, 
to remove Merchandise in large quantities from Ships 
and Vessels to Lighters, and from thence to the 
Landing-places, and vice versa, than it appears to 
have been afflicted by Criminal Depredation. 

It is probable, however, (although the fact cannot 
be clearly ascertained) that this had not become a 
yery serious cvil, until after the commencement of 
the 18th Century. 

The progress of cvil propensities was slow, while 


a sense of Religion and Morality operated in a greater 


degree than at present, upon the minds of the lower 
orders of the people. In the moral, as in the phy- 
Sical World, the change of habit is gradual, and 
often imperceptible. In contemplating the magni- 
tude of the abuses which are to be developed in 
this Work, the mind 1s naturally led to an inquiry 
into the causes which have produced a system of 
matured delinquency; which is perhaps, unparalleled 
in the criminal history of any other country. 

It is not unlikely, that the disposition to pillage 
Commercial Property while afloat, derived its origin, 
in no inconsiderable degree, from the habit of Smug- 
gling, which has prevailed ever since Revenues were 
collected. 


The 
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The unpopularity which attached upon all Imposts 
levied on the Subject in the earlier periods of Society, 
when men's minds were less expanded and en- 
| lightened, rendered illicit transactions and frauds ' 
upon the State less an object of reproach than of- 
fences committed on the property of individuals : 
This indeed continues too much the case even at 
the present day, and hence the minds of the Offend- 
ers cease to be restrained by a sense of the moral 
turpitude of the action. 

By degrees, probably (though the transition was 
easy) little distinction was made in illicit transac- 
tions between the Adventure of the Individual, and 
the Property of the Merchant or Consignee of the Cargo. 
The habit once acquired of removing the ans in a 
clandestine manner, led by analogy to the remoyal 
of the other. The mind thus reconciled to the ac- 
tion, the offence screened by impunity, and appa- 
rently sanctioned by custom, the habits of pillage 
increased: others seduced by the force of example, 
and stimulated by motives of avarice, soon pursued 
the same course of Criminalty, while the want of 
apposite Laws, and the means of carrying into exe- 
cution those that existed, gave an extensive range to 
Delinquency. . New Converts to the System of Ini- 
quity were rapidly made. The mass of Labourers 
on the River became gradually contaminated —A 
Similar class upon the Quays, and in the Ware- - 
houses, caught the infection, and the evil expanded 
as Commerce increascd, 


Certain 


* — . 
— — — —— * 
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Certain it is, that Depredations on the Floating 
Property in the River Thames were felt as a very 
serious evil, so early as the middle of the Century: 
since it appears that various efforts were used about 
that period, to put the then existing Laws in exe— 
cution, for the purpose of suppressing the Theſts 
committed on the Tackle, Apparel and Stores, and 
also on the Cargocs, of Ships and Vessels lading and 
discharging in the Port of London: These efforts 
proving ineffectual from the deficiency experienced 
in the Laws, recourse was had to the Legislature, 
which at length produced the Act of the 2d of his 
present Majesty, cap. 28, © % prevent the con- 
ce mutting of 1 hefis and Frauds by persons navi- 
&« gating Bumboals and other Boats upon the 
& River Thames.” — From the Preamble to this 
Act it is plain, that it originated from the evils 
then felt by Ship-Owners as well as Merchants. 
This Preamble recites“ Hit many -disposed per- 
6e gans, using and navigating upon the River Thames, 
« certain boals, commonly called Bumboats, and other 
« Fessels, under pretence of Selling Liguors of different 
&« gag, and aleo Slops, Tobacco, Besoms, Fruit, 
& Greens, Ginger-bread, and other such like wares, 
& and things, lo and amongs! the Seamen and La- 
& bourers employed in and about Ships, Fessels and 
&« other Craft there, do frequently take orcaston 11 


© cut, damage, and spoil the Cordage, Cables, Buoys 


& and Duoy-ropes, and the Ilead-fasts, and other 
Huss, belonging lo uh Shifts, Feels, and Craft, 
& anus 


(} 
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« and fraudulently carry away the same,—likewise 
« encourage such Seamen and Labourers 1o dispose of 
'« 5uch Cordage, Cables, and Buoys, and such Goods, 
« Merchandise, Materials and Stores, Secretly and 
* unlawfully, whereby great losses are sustained by 
« Merchants and Owners of such Ships and FVessels, 
* and other Craft trading in the said River.” 

The existence of the evil is here strongly depicted, 
and the object in view, scems to have been the pro- 
tection of the Stores and Materials of Vessels trading 
to the Port of London, as well as their Cargoes.— 
Considerable pains seem to have been bestowed in 
attempting to reach the evils that existed, and a 
certain expence was incurred in obtaining this Act: 
Yet, perhaps from the circumstance of its being a 
/zcal Statute, fourtcen years actually elapsed after 
its passing, before any one of its provisions was 
carried into effect. 

It has indeed been the case with many very 
Salutary and wholesome Laws, that they have 
remained a dead letter to the great injury of the 
Community, 

These, among numerous other inconveniences, 
which are suffered by the innocent part of the 
Public, clearly demonstrate, that an active prin- 
eiple is wanting in the Body Politic, not only to give 
eftect to the Laws now in being for the well-ordering 
of Society, but to suggest others, as circumstances 
change, whereby the rapid strides of Delinquency 

may 
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may be impeded, and a greater portion of Security 
extended both to Life and Property. 

By this Act it is provided “ That the Owners of, 
or Persqns using Bumboats between London Bridge 
and the Hope Point, for the purpose of bartering 
their Wares with Seamen and Labourers in the 
River, should not be permitted to exercise their Trade 
until Registered, Marked, Numbered, and Licenscd 
bythe Trinity Corporation; (z) who are also authorised 
under their Common Seal (and the same authority 
is given to any seven or more Owners or Masters of 
Ships then wholly or partly in the River) to appoint 
persons who shall have authority to search and de- 
tain any Boat having goods on board, suspected to be 
part of the Cargo or Materials of any Ship or Vessel in 
the River Thames, and to have been stolen or unlaw- 
ſully procured; and also, to apprehend the persons be- 
Jonging to such boat, and to convey them before a Jus- 
tice, having local jurisdiction, and in default of a satis- 
factory account being given, or the production of 
the person from whom the goods were obtained, 
then the Offenders to be deemed guilty of a mis- 
demeanor, and the Boat, Tackle, and Lading to be 
forfeited. 

&« Constables and Beadles, and Watchmen while 
on duty, are authorised to seize and apprehend per- 


(z) For a List of the persons at present licensed, with which the 
Corporation obligingly furnished the Author, — See APPENDIY 
No, II. 


Sons 
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Sons having Ropes, Stores, and other Goods, suspect- 
ed to have been stolen, or unlawfully procured, 
from Ships and Vessels in the River Thames, and 
to bring the Parties in like manner before a Justice: 
The Offender, if unable to produce a person to prove 
the sale and delivery, or to give a satisfactory ac- 
count, shall be adjudged guilty of a misdemeanor. 
The goods so seized are to be deposited with the 
Churchwardens of the Parish, or in any other 
convenient place, and if not claimed after due 
notice, they are to be sold, and the produce divided 
between the Informer and the Parish. 

« justices are also authorised upon Information, 
on Oath, of a suspicion of the Concealment of Goods, 
stolen from Ships or Vessels, in any house or place, 
to grant a warrant to search; and, if Goods are 
found, to convey the same with the occupiers of 
the house before a Justice: The Offenders refusing 
to give au account to his satisfaction, by what means 
they were obtained, or to produce, in a reasonable 
time, the Parties from whom they were purchased, 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

* The Penalty inflicted by the Act, in all the fore- 
going cases of misdemeanors, is 40s. for the first Ot- 
tence, and 40. for the Second, and every subsequent 
Offence, to be levied by Distress and Sale; or, in 
default of such Distress, the Offender to be impri- 
soned for the first Offence one Month, for the second 
two Months, and for every snbsequent Offence, till 
he shall be discharged by the Sessions. 

0 & Paw 
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„ Pawnbrokers and others are also authorised and 
required to stop suspected persons offering goods 
to sale, supposed to be part of the Cargo or Mate- 
rials of Vessels, and to bring the Parties before a Jus- 
tice to be dealt with as in the foregoing cascs. 

It is by this Act made an Offence punishable by 
14 years' Transportation, to buy or receive Goods 
stolen from Vessels in the River Thames; and with 
seven years' Transportation, to cut, spoil, or da- 
mage any Cordage, Cables, Buoys, Buoy-ropes, or 
Headfasts, fixed to Anchors or Moorings in the 
River Thames, with an intent to steal the same; 
and the like Punishment of seven years' Transporta- 
tion, is inflicted for obstructing the execution of this 
Act.“ 

This is the only Statute which at present applies, 
in a direct manner, to the Depredations committed 
on the River Thames. The object of the framers 
of it appears to have been, to attach some punishment 
to cases where the actual Felony could not be proved, 
which was generally impossible, previous to the Esta- 
blishment of the Marine Police. 

It scems also to have been conceived at the time, 
that the chicf part of the Delinquency which pre- 
vailed, was facilitated in an eminent degree, by 
persons trading in Bumboats among the Shipping ; 
which suggested the very proper idea of placing this 
class of people under control, as a necessary measure 


of Police for the prevention of Crimes, 
Whether 
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Whether the enforcing the penalties of this Act, 
had the effect to banish this class of River Hawkers 
trom the Pool, or from whatever cause it has pro- 
ceeded, certain it is, that their number is greatly di- 
minished within the last 20 years, since it appears 
there are only at present 155(x) upon the Registers, 
who have received Licences, and these chiefly carry 
on their trafic among the Shipping in the neigh- 
bourhood of Gravesend, where many of them reside, 
out of the view of those who are authorised to con- 
trol them, | 

It is to be lamented that Successors to these Traf- 
ſiekers in Plunder, were soon found in the fraternity of 
Watermen, who appear to have given at least equal, 
if not greater, facility in the removal and disposal 
of Stolen Property; for the evil, instead of being 
lessened by the diminution of the Bumboats, has 
been gradually increasing every year. It is evident 
also, that the detection of Oftenders, and the nu— 
merous convictions under this Act, (y) have been 
cqually inefficacious: —On the contrary, it appears 
that the provisions of the Act have operated in a 
manner diametrically opposite to the views of the 
Legislature, and the zeal and exertions of the Ma- 
gistrates. For the Culprits on discovering that the 
penalty in the first instance, and recourse was sel- 


(x) Vide Aeeexbix, No. II. 
lde Bumboat convictions have exceeded 2500 sinee the Act 
put in force, and the penalties and forfeitures could not amount 
less than from six to seven thousand pounds. 


dom 
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dom had to the severer penalties, amounted only to 
405. and that, previous to the Institution of a 
River Guard under the Marine Police, even this pe- 
nalty did not probably attach to one offence in three 
or four hundred, they established a general Subscrip- 
tion Club, for the purpose of defraying all expences 
arising from detections, penalties, and forfeitures, 
This Subscription the profits of their Plunder well 
enabled them to support: and hence, instead of a 
check, the Statute was made to operate as a kind of 
licence, and this mischievous and extensive Confe- 
deracy was encouraged to continue its enormous 
Depredations on Commercial Property without the 
dread of punishment ; for the common ſund secured 
them against all expences in cases of conviction, and 
indeed against the possibility of suffering any mate- 
rial inconvenience. It is not to be wondered, there- 
fore, that the evil in a very few years extended far 
and wide. | 

During this warfare upon Commercial Property, 
the Crown and the Subject participated in the loss 
sustained; while the morals and the industry of the 
Nation were no less sufferers by the vice and the 
idleness which these abominable confederacies disse- 
minated ; and which, in the course of the Century, 
have subjected the Revenue and Commerce of tht 
Country to an aggregate loss, which cannot be estimated 
at less than Ten Millions Sterling at least. 

Things were in this situation at the close of the 
year 1797, when an inquiry was instituted with re- 


spect 
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spect to this alarming evil in all its gradations, with 
a view to the formation of a System of River Police, 
which might stem the torrent of existing mischief, 
and overcome those difficulties which had hereto- 
ſore baffled the united efforts of the Merchants; and 
finally, that by a mild and prudent application of the 
arm of legal authority, strengthened by a competent 
civil force, such measures might be adopted as should 
be effectual in subduing the enemy, and in protecting 
the Flaating Property upon the River Thames, from 
4 continuance of the unexampled Depredations to 
which it had so long been subject. 

This inquiry has developed the scene of iniquity 
which is now to be detailed, and brought under the 
review of the Reader; which will serve at once, as 
an irreſragable proof of the policy and necessity of 
timely expedicnts, to prevent that multiplication of 
Crimes, which are the never-failing attendants of 
opulence; and as a beacon to the Commercial World 
against the evils resulting from this source. 

After travelling over Volumes of Documents, ex- 
hibiting the various devices to which Delinquents 
had recourse for the purpose of obtaining Plunder on 
the River Thames, it has been thought expedient to 
arrange the details respecting this extensive mischief 
under the following heads :— 


E T. Riva 
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I. River Piracy. 


Tuis species of Depredation was carried on by 
the most desperate and depraved class of the frater- 
nity of nautical Vagabonds, aided by Receivers 
(equally noxious and hostile to the interest of So- 
ciety) who kept Old Iron and Junk Shops, in places 
adjacent to the River, ever ready to deposit and to 
conceal the nocturnal Plunder of these hostile Ma- 
rauders, who were generally armed and equiped 
with Boats, either kept or stolen for the particular 
object they had in view. 

It was the practice of these Free-booters, to 
select dark nights for committing Depredations ; 
having previously reconnoitered the River during 
the day, for the purpose of marking the particu- 
lar Ships, Vessels, and Craft, most likely to afford a 
prolific harvest, either from the nature of the Mer- 
chandise, Stores, or Materials, which were accessible, 
or from the circumstance of their being without the 
protection of a nightly Watch. 

In a Port where, as we have seen, there are lden 
less than 1000 Ships and Vessels, lading and dis Ii. 
charging valuable Merchandise, and from 200 to 
500 Craft, in which a part of this Merchandise i 
deposited in its transit to or from the Vessels lying 
in the Pool, it is easy to conceive how daring ane 
audacious those Miscreants would become, unte- n 


strained by any Police, or any hazard of appreher 
Sion; 


RIVER POLICE, 51 


sion; emboldened by the force of their Gangs, and 
the total want of a River Guard. Well authenti- 
cated instances have been adduced of their cutting 
bags of cotton, and other valuables, from the quarters 
of Ships on their first arrival; and evenof theirweighing 
anchors, and getting clear off with these heavy ma- 
terials, together with the Cables and every portable 
article upon the deck of a Ship: One instance in 
particular occurred a few years ago, where an Ame- 
rican and a Guernsey Ship were plundered in this 
manner, by the actual removal both of Anchors and 
Cables, ultimately in the view of the Masters of the 
& Vesscls, who were alarmed time enough to get upon 
deck, to learn the fact from the River Pirates them- 
: WE sclves ; who, as they rowed off, told them that they 


ug had got their Anchors and Cables, at the same time 
n+ W wishing them a good morning. 
a 


They are no less adroit with respect to Lighters 
having cargoes on board, whereyer they are, either 
Wunprotected, or where they are able to bribe or over- 
awe the watch. Their practice has been to cut 
Lighters with valuable cargoes a-drift, and to follow 
them until the tide carries them to convenient 
situations to be pillaged, and then to remove as much 
ff the cargo as their strength, and the opportunities 
hey possess of concealment, will admit. By such 
cans have the ponderous and bulky articles of 
Lallow and Hemp been plundered to a considerable 
tent; while the Tackle, Materials, and Stores, of 
E 2 Vessels, 
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Vessels, of all dimensions, have suffered severely. 
Not seldom also have the portable Packages landed 
from Ships under discharge, as well as Bales, 
Boxes, and Trunks of merchandise, in their transit to 
outward-bound vessels, been the object of similar 
attacks. 

Previous to the war, this class of audacious plun- 
derers was very numerous. The impress-service 
eliminished them considerably, but unless the vigour 
of the present River Police system is continued, 
and improved by apposite Legislative Powers, and 
its force considerably increased, they will become 
extremely formidable on the return of peacc, when 
so many depraved characters will, of course, be dis 
charged from the Navy and Army. 


II. Nicur PLUNDERERS. 


This class is chiefly composed of gangs of the 
most dissolute of the Waterinen, who prefer idlenes 
to labour, and indulge iu every kind of low extravs 
cance. They arc in general exccedingly deprayel 
11d audacious, and (like the River Pirates) are all i 
connection with different Receivers, some of what 
are opulent. Being also in the practice of ass0ciating 
with the stationary watchmen upon the Lighter 
and of seducing them over to their views, they bat 
had abundant scope for carrying on their nefarios 
designs. Their depredations are chiefly confined! 
unprotected Lighters,which are generally pointed ® 


to them by watchmen who are associates in the $a 
2 crimim 


the 
nes 
1 
axel 
all i 
hot 
ating 
htet 
hatt 
ar10 
led 
ed 0b 
> $a 
-301 


RIVER POLICE. 53 


criminal pursuits, and share in the booty, On dis- 
covering by this means where plunder is to be obtain- 
ed, their practice has been to provide themselves with 
a lug- boat, scized on for the purpose, to pro- 
ceed to these unprotected Lighters at midnight; and 
to remove such parts of their cargoes as are acccs- 
sible and portable: This they convey immediately 
to the place settled by the Recciver, or criminal 
purchaser, and there deposit the spoil. One instance 
of this kind occurred in January 1799; when a gang 
of these miscreants were detected in the act of lad- 
ing a lug-boat with Hemp, from a Lighter near St. 
Catharine's, The Hemp was secured, and one of 
the culprits at the same time apprehended by the 
Marine Police Surveyors; this man, becoming after- 
wards an evidence for the Crown, developed a scene of 
iniquity which, from its nature and extent, attracted 
particular notice ; especially as the measures which 
these adepts in this species of River plunder resorted 
to, appeared not to have been before enrolled in the 
catalogue of devices practised by such criminals. 
t turned out on a full investigation, that five boat 
loads of lemp, ayeraging about 15 cwt. each, had 
been stolen in the course of a few weeks, and con- 
reyed through London Bridge to Ranelagh Creek; 
wo of which were sold to a twine spinner in that 
neighbourhood. Three of the five boat loads, were 
carted down in the day time openly to the warehouse 
ot a Receiver in the City; while the other two, were 
conveyed up to a wharf near the premises of the 


Same 


pedition is planned, The fraudulent purchaser is 
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same Receiver, and delivered by the thieves them- 
elves, with every appearance of its being a fair 
transaction, and without any suspicion being excited 
to the contrary ; although the goods were actually 
stolen the night before. 

The mode, however, which is practised in con- 
veying these articles, differs according to the nature 
of the Goods which are stolen. While in some 
cases delinquents are less liable to detection, from the 
great extent of the Metropolis, in removing their 
plunder to the repositories of the Receiver in open 
day; so in others, where articles are subject to 
seizure by Officers of the Revenue, a nocturnal ex- 


apprised of the design, He remains up during the 
night,with open doors, ready to receive his associates 
in criminalty. The Watchmen in the tract through 
which they are to pass, being generally his neigh- 
bours, or perhaps under his immediate influence 
and controul, are seduced by a small gratuity to allow 
the smuggling transaction to pass unnoticed, and 
the plunder is, by this mean, secured in its transit, 
and is speedily out of the reach of danger. 

In the month of October, 1798, a Lighter was 
robbed of five casks of American Ashes, of the yalue 
of £.50 and upwards, which were carried at mid- 
night in bags to the house of an opulent Receiver, 
who eat up two different nights to receive the 
booty, He remunerated the thieves, by paying them 


about a quarter of the value, besides regaling them 
with 


FA 


the 
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with a supper and liquor. The watchman received 
half a crown for his civility in taking no notice of 
the transaction. 

In addition, however, to the plunder of the 
Lighters, there has for a considerable time existed a 
most extensive and alarming system of depredation 
upon the cargoes of outward-bound ships, in various 
ways, by this class of River Thieves. Here the 
amount of the plunder is by no means the most se- 
rious evil; for in addition to the loss of property, 
which the ship-masters are always obliged to make 
good, they frequently, at the same time, have an un- 
deserred stigma fixed upon their character, produe- 
tive of consequences the most calamitous to them 
selyes and families, as they are unjustly divested of 
the trust reposed in them, and thereby deprived of 
the very means of subsistence. : 

Not long since, a Boat with two trunks of printed 
Muslins of considerable value, was overtaken and 
seized about midnight, together with two of these 
nightly plunderers, by the Marine Police Surveyors. 
On examination before the Magistrates, it appeared, 
that one of the culprits had entered as a mariner for 
the voyage on board the vessel, merely for the purpose 
of affording him the means of plundering the cargo 
while in the progress of stowage. With this evil 
intention in his mind, he placed the two trunks in 
question in an accessible situation, close to the fore- 
scuttle, the key of which (for it was always locked 
in the night) he took on shore during the day to the 

Receiyer, 
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Receiver, who had agreed to purchase the booty 
when procured. The Receiver got a similar key 
made; the original being returned to the place where 
it usually hung in the binacle, curly in the afternoon, 
to prevent suspicion. - A little before midnight, the 
two thieves went on board, opened the scuttle-hatch, 
with the key which the Receiver had procured to 
be made, and the two trunks being placed in a si- 
tuation to be handed up at once, they were removed 
into the boat without discovery ; and the property 
would probably have never been heard of, had there 
not at the time been a vigilant guard upon the river, 

One of the prisoners made a candid confession, 
and stated various other robberies which had bcen 
committed by similar devices. In the course of his 
examination, he mentioned a particular ship, from 
which he and others had taken property to a consi— 
derable amount. A gentleman present at the time, 
immediately mentioned that he perfectly recollected 
the circumstance, and the unhappy consequences 
attending the robbery; for the unfortunate master, 
who now appeared to have been perfectly innocent, 
lost both his situation and his character. 

When great evils are suffered to accumulate, and 
culprits allowed to proceed in their mischievous 


courses with impunity, they at length become 80 
4 adroit, so hardened, and so audacious as to stop at t 
| nothing; and hence it has followed, that this last spe- t 
: n 


cified mode of plunder, had like that upon homeward- 
bound cargoes, become a much more serious evil than 


has 
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has been generally conceived ; for the actual felony 
could rarely be discovered, and indeed, was seldom or 
ever suspected, until the ship discharged her cargo at a 
distant port, Deficiencies of this nature, which fre- 
quently were imputed to inaccuracies and mistakes 
in shipping the cargo, were, in fact, the result of 
deliberate acts of villainy, committed under circum- 
stances where no clue to a discovery could be found, 
and where the Owners or Shipmasters were saddled 
with the ultimate loss. 

Encouraged in this manner by the security against 
detection, and the resource for plunder, which was 
aſtorded by the transit of perhaps not less than two 
millions of packages, composing outward-bound 
cargocs in the course of a year ; it is certain that this 
spccies of depredation has, for a length of time, been 
gradually increasing ; and the River plunderers, per- 
haps from the extent and value of the booty which 
is obtained, appear, of late years, to have preferred 
this mode of robbery; particularly since the establish - 
ment of the River Police, which has, in so great a 
degree, destroyed the system of pillage which pre- 
valed in the homeward-bound West-India cargoes. 

indeed, when the state of morals among the vari- 
cus claszes of individuals employed upon the River 
is considered, it ceases to be a matter of wonder, 
that men, who may be said to have been regularly 
trained to acts of delinquency, whose expensive 
mode of living, in consequence of depraved habits, 
increases their wants, and who are no longer re- 

strained 
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strained by any sense of the turpitude or injustice of 
the action, should be driven from one criminal con- 
spiracy to another, to secure a continuance of their 
nocturnal depredations. 


III. Nicur PruxDERERs, DENOMINATED 
LicuT-HorstMEN. | 


Among the various classes of depredators on the 
West-India Trade in the Port of London, those de- 
nominated Light Horsemen seem to have been by far 
the most pernicious, inasmuch as the pillage they 
obtained, by the variety of their artful practices, was 
generally extensive and valuable. 

The Receivers who resided in the vicinity of the 
River, on both sides, were the chief leaders in this 
peculiar system of plunder; and it was always 
carried on by the connivance of the Mate and 
Revenue Officers, in consequence of a preconcerted 
plan, and agreement to pay them a certain sum of 
money, for the liberty of opening and removing from 
such casks and packages, as were accessible, as much 
Sugar, Coffee, and other articles, as could be 
conveyed away in four or five hours during the dead 
of nigut. For such a Licence to plunder, from 20 
to 30 guineas per night were usually paid to the 


5 8 
Mate and Revenue Officers, who generally went to 8 
bed, while the mischief was going forward, that they 2 


might not SCC it. | Ky 
These infamous proccedings were carried on ac- Wi - 

a 1 . . 1. 
cording to a regular system. — The gangs, denomi 
nated 


n 
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nated Light Horsemen, were generally composed of 
one or more Receivers, together with Coopers, 
Watermen, and Lumpers, who were all necessary in 
their different occupations, to the accomplisghment ' 
of these iniquitous designs.—They went on board 
completely prepared with [ron Crows, Adzes, and 
other utensils, to open and again head-up the casks— 
with shovels to take out the Sugar, and a number 
of Bags made to contain 100 Ib. each. These Bags 
were denominated Black Strap; having been pre- 
viously dyed black, to prevent their being seen in 
the night, when stowed in the bottom of a wherry. 
The different members of the Gang had each a 
peculiar province assigned.—The Receivers generally 
furnished the money necessary to bribe the Officers 
and Mate in the first instance, and also provided the 
lach Sirap. The Watermen procured as many 
boats as were wanted. The Lumpers unstowed 
the casks in the hold. The Coopers took out the 
heads, and all hands afterwards assisted in filling the 
bags, dispatching one boat after another to an ap- 
pointed place, and making the best use of the infa- 
mous licence they had purchased, in removing as 
large a quantity of property as could be carried off 
by the utmost exertions of excessive labour; which 
Seldom amounted to less than the value of from 150J. 
to 200/. a night. It has been stated upon oath, in the 
Course of Judicial proceedings, that in the progress 
of the delivery of a Ship, from 10 to 15 Tons of 
»ugar haye been removed by these nocturnal expe- 
ditions, 
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ditions, exclusive of what was obtained by the Lum- 
pers during the day, which was always excessive and 
uncontrolled wherever Night Plunder had taken 
place, This indulgence was generally insisted on 
and granted to Lumpers, to prevent their making 
discoveries of what they called, the Drum Hogsheads, 
which they found in the hold on going to work 
in the morning ; by which is understood, Hogsheads 
from which from one-sixth to one-fourth of the con- 
tents had been taken out the night preceding. 

It was ascertained by evidence at the Old Bailey 
and the Assizes, that from three Ships discharged in 


1797, a quantity of Sugars, equal to the usual weight 


of 30 hhds. was thus removed in the night, besides 
excessive daily pillage ; by the whole of which a los 
was sustained of nearly three thousand pounds to 
the Planters and the Revenue. 

By such iniquitous practices one Sugar-house near 
the scene of action was wholly supplied, and another 
in part. The proprietors were said to be the chiet 
leaders of the gangs, and it was through the medium 
of Revenue officers, with whom they had been long 
in habits of criminal intimacy, that Mates, not for- 
merly initiated in this species of villainy, were 
seduced. 

This dreadſul system of Nightly Robbery was not 
confined to Sugar alone. Wherever Coffee made 2 
part of the cargo, the plunder of that article, from its 
being more accessible, was always enormous. 


Rum also was pillaged in considerable quantities. 
This 
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This was obtained by means of a regular system, 
immediately applicable to the nature of the article, — 
Skins and large: Bladders, with wooden noxles, were 
secretly conveyed on board. A Bribe was given, as 
in the case of Sugar and Coffee, to the Mate and 
Revenue Officers for a Licence to draw off a certain 
quantity from each cask, ſor which purpose a pump, 
usually denominated a Agger, was previously pro- 
vided, and also iu tubes calculated to render the 
booty accessible in every situation. By such devices 
the Skins and Bladders were ſilled, and large quan- 
tities removed to the Houses of the Receivers during 
the night. All the Ships thus circumstanced, were 
denominated Game Ships. lt is not possible to ascer- 
tain what proportion, in a Fleet of 370 or 400 Sail 
might be in this unfortunate predicament. The in- 
ſormation of persons who had access to know much of 
what was going forward, state it at one-fourth ; while 
others do not suppose that this species of systematic 
depredation could extend to more than one-fifth. — 
Certain however it is, that the Plunder through this 
medium was excessive, and went to an extent in 
Sugar, Coffee, Rum, Pimento, Ginger, and other 
articles, which exceeds all credibility. 


IV. Heave 
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IV. Hzavy-HonrstmEx, ox Day PrLunDERERSs. 


Under the description of Heavy Horse, is com- 
prized that class of labourers called Lumpers, 
who are chiefly employed in the lading and 
discharging of Ships and Vessels in the River 
Thames.—They consist of a body of about seven 
hundred men, who, from long habit, have acquired 
both a knowledge of the means of committing de- 
predations on Commercial Property, and the incli- 
nation, wherever opportunities offer, of reducing it 
to practice. To this phalanx of delinquents may be 
added about scven hundred more, who are also 
occasionally employed in the same line, when the 
Port is crowded with Ships, and are generally well 
disposed to follow the example of the more regular 
Lumpers in acts of pillage and depredation ; though 
they have seldom shared to the same extent in the 
Plunder which has been obtained. — Those who be— 
came the greatest adepts in the art of spoliation, and 
resorted to peculiar devices for the purpose of ex- 
tending their resource for booty, were distinguished 
from the general mass, by the appellation of Heavy 
Horse. — These never failed to provide themselves 
with habiliments, suited to the purpose of secreting 
and removing whatever they could pilfer and steal of 
the Ship's cargo during the discharge. Many of 
them were provided with an under dress, denomi- 
nated a Jemmey, with pockets before and behind: 
also with long narrow bags or pouches, which, when 


| filled, 
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filled, were lashed to their legs and thighs, and 
concealed under wide trowsers.—By these means 
they were enabled to carry off Sugars, Coffee, Cocoa, 
Ginger, Pimento, and every other article which 
could be obtained by pillage, in considerable quan- 
tities —And as the mistaken parsimony of Ship 
Owners and Ship Masters, in not victualling these 
Lumpers on board, furnished them with an excuse to 
go on shore, in many instances, three times a day, 
they generally endeavoured to be completely laden 
each time; more especially in cases where Night 
Plunder took place, for then (as has already been 
observed,) they had an unrestrained Licence to 
Plunder ad libitum; and under such circumstances, 
in the cant language of these miscreants, the Ship 
was denominated Game : and the Contracting Lum- 
per had their labour without pay, by which means 
he pocketed the whole of the money received for 
delivering the cargo.—Indeed, it has been clearly 
established by the testimony of not a few of the 
parties themselves, that when Ships were known 
(from the character of the Mate and Officers, a fact 
easily ascertained by their connection and intercourse 
wich Reccivers,) to be Game, interest was made with 
the Contracting Lumper to be admitted to work on 
board without any pay, trusting to the chance of 
Plunder for remuneration ; which often enabled the 
criminal labourers to divide from one to three 
guineas a-piece every night; while the class of 
Irregular Lumpers, who were not in the same con- 

federacy, 
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federacy, might share about half as much. In such 
cases, the evil example which universally prevailed, 
contaminated the whole mass, and Coopers, Revenue 
Officers, and the Ship's Crew, all participated in the 
poll, while the injured Proprietors were all the while 
unconscious of the losses they suffered. 

Volumes of evidence, upon oath, could be adduced 
of the shocking lengihs to which this pillage ex- 
tended, and the wide range it embraced ; but as the 
detail would be too tedious, it may be only necessary 
to mention that it has been ascertained by the 
voluntary confession of one of the principal leaders, 
that out of ten Ships discharged in the River Thames, 
in the Autumn of 1797, the Sugar alone stolen by 
a particular Gang, although sold ncar fifty per cent, 
under its real value, produced no less than 397 2/. 

The plunder thus obtained was not, like the nightly 
depredations, confined to a particular class of ships. 
It extended in a greater or less degree to every 
ship, without exception, from the West-Indies. Where 
extreme vigilance was exercised by the Ship-master 
or Mate, the loss was of course greatly diminished. 
Where no extraordinary attention prevailed, which 
was generally the case with the major part of the 
Ships, the pillage was always consideruble, while in 
the Game-ships it was excessive. This state of the 
case does not rest on vague information. It 
confirmed by the evidence of those who were in 


a situation, ſor a great length of time, to witnes 
i the 
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the whole of the iniquitous practices which prevailed 
inthe discharge of the Fleets from the West-Indies. (a) 

The Lumpers however, do not appear to be the 
only class of delinquents who have profited by the 
stem of depredations which has been explained, 
Since no inconsiderable portion of the pillage fell to 
the shure of 


V. JournEYMEN COOPERS. 


The labour of this class of Mechanics being ne- 
cessary to repair casks and packages, which have 
suffered injury in the stowage; about four hundred 
are supposed to be employed in different vessels 
under discharge, when the Port is crowded. A large 
proportion of these men were accustomed to convey 
on shore considerable quantities of Sugar, Coffee, 


and other articles, on leaving West-India ſhips 


aſter they quitted work in the evening ; and they 
have been even known to break hogsheads wilfully to 
obtain plunder, when it was not accessible from the 
general bad condition of the cargo. It has also been 
understood, that they were even permitted to take 
greater hbertics than the Lumpers, and to pillage 
larger quantities, as they were seldom challenged or 
restraied, while on some occasions it was customary 
o check the rapacity of the Lumpers.(b) 

(a) For the classes and number of these Labourers, denominated 
Lumpers, and the probable proportion of the corrupt to the honest 
de p65t Chapter IV. (Div. 4.) 


(6) For the probable numher of this class who may be considered 
# Delingquents see po;t Chapter IV. (Div. 6.) 


F VI. WATERMEN. 
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VI. WATERMEN. 


In all large Societies, more especially among the 
lower ranks of mankind, there is generally a certain 
proportion of pure morals and loose conduct, —Ex- 
perience has shown in a great many instances, that 
not a few of the Watermen who seek their living on 
the River Thames are of this description.(c) 

Wherever they assist in Smuggling transactions, 
it is well known that the payment they receive is far 
beyond what is obtained for ordinary labour. —The 
same is the case with respect to articles pilfere|, 
where they are not themselves immediately con- 
cerned. Whether prompted by idlencss, prodi- 
gality or avarice, a certain class, who are denominated 
Game IVatermen, preſer this species of employment to 
all others.—Their system has been to begin by 
offering their services as soon as a Ship arrives, to 
Smuggle the private adventures of the Officers and 
Crew. — An acquaintance by this means takes place, 
and hints are given that they will afford equal faci- 
lities in conveying on shore, and also in finding 
purchasers for, any part of the cargo that can be 
obtained.—Thus encouraged, the Crews of the ves- 
sels are induced to follow the cvil examples before 
them, in adding to the number of the Plunderers.— 
And where Watermen become their agents, thes 
latter generally enjoy a full moiety of ihe profit. 


e For an estimate of their numbers sce 22 Chap. IV. Div. 7. 
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In all West-India Ships, where Plunder was likely 
to be obtained, several of this class were accustomed 
to assemble with their boats round the Bows and 


ge 
5 Quarters, ready to receive bags and parcels of stolen 
1 articles, with which, in consequence of a precon- 


certed plan, they immediately rowed on shore and 
cured the booty. In every instance where they 
© were not themselves the actual thieves, they were 
able and alert auxiliaries; and in a course of years 
previous to the establishment of the Marine Police, 
obtained very large sums by the assistance they 
thus attorded to every class of Depredators on the 
River, 

 Ship-Master who had been a stranger in the 
er, fanling himself beset by a gang of audacious 
Lumpers, who insisted on carrying away Plunder 


Fe un ite of all his exertions to prevent it, while 
„ess engaged upon deck in searching these 
nd | micreants, a barrel of Sugar (his private pro- 
ce, if perty) which stood in the cabin, was in the course 
9 N a low minutes, emptied and removed in bags 
10 burough the cabin windows, under which a Water- 
ve with his boat lay to receive it, and got clear off 
* haut discovery, to the surprize of the Captain 
* hen he returned to his cabin. 
* In the various ramifications of this extensive and 
* Peßrous system, the next in order of the criminal 
Faris were a class of low and miserable beings, 
Po are accustomed to Grab in the River at low 
7) br old Ropes, Metals and Coals; and from 
In 5 2 that 
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that circumstance generally were known by the ap- 
pellation of 


VII. Mup-LARRs. 


In all cases where any West India or other Vee] 
under discharge was known to afford a resource for 
Pillage, and was from that circumstance denomi- 
nated a Game Ship, these Grubbers were accustomel 
to prowl about in the Mud under her Bow and 
Quarters, for the purpose of receiving from the 
Lumpers, and others who were employed in the 
delivery, bags and handkerchiefs of Sugar, Coffee, 
and other articles, which they conveyed to the 
houses and shops of the Receivers, according to the 
plan which had been preconcerted by the confede- 
rates in this general conspiracy,—And as the recep 
tacles for the Plunder, conveyed in this manner, wet 
seldom at any great distance from the River, ther 
were enabled to make many trips in the course of 
tide.— It has been also a practice with these Mud 
larks to prowl about in the vicinity of the Dod 
Gates, under pretence of Grubbing for Nails; bu 
the principal object is to receive sheets of Coppet 
and Copper Nails, which are thrown to them b 
artificers and labourers on the stages, with whol 
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VIII. RaT-Carcness. 


'The ingenuity of men, devoid of the principles of 
moral rectitude, 1s ever fertile in devising the means 
of acquiring support by criminal expedients. Among 
the various classes of delinquents, who have contri- 
buted to the removal of Plunder from Ships and 
Vessels in the River Thames, are to be included a sct 
of individuals who pretend to follow the profession 
of Rat-Catchers Many ships being inſested with 
rats—recourse is had to persons who pretend 
to have a knowledge of the means of destroying 
them.—They are permitted with this view to go on 
board in the night to set their traps, and afterwards 
to visit them at such hours as they choose to prescribe 
to themselves. In this situation they become useful 


| auxiliaries to Lumpers andothers, who have concealed 


Plunder in the hold, until a convenient opportunity 
occurs for removing it, which they generally are 
enabled to accomplish without suspicion.,—lIt has 
been said that in some instances, they not only com- 
mit depredations themselves, but for the purpose of 
getting access to different ships, and to increase the 
demand for their professional labours, they have even 
been accustomed to convey the Rats alive from one 
pip to another, as a means of receiving payment for 
catcaing the same animals three or four times over. 
Such were the various devices which had been 
rcorted to, for the purpose of obtaining and convey- 


mg 
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ing away the Plunder from Ships and Vessels, under 
discharge, in the River Thames.—This system how. 
ever, extensive as it appears to have been, did not 
comprise the whole of the mischief; since it is known 
that the Cargo was no sooner removed into the 
Lighters, than it became a prey to a new class 0 
River Plunderers, generally denominated 


IX. Game LI TEnMEN. 


This class of aquatic labourers are stiled Zourncy- 
men. — They comprise a very large body of men, 
part of whom, it is to be hoped, are not of the 
criminal fraternity. (4) 

In addition to the Pillage which these Journeymen 
Lightermen were accustomed to obtain in the Ligb- 
ters, in their passage from the Ships to the Quays 
and afterwards while they lay for their turn to dis 
charge, they were in the habit of acting as auxiliaries 
to the Mates, Lumpers, and others, by conecaling 
in their Lockers, Sugar, Coffee, and other arliclts 
comprising part of the general Pillage, which they 
conveyed on shore, in consequence of a Previous 
agreement to receive a certain share of the booty 


The capacity of the Lockers, which arc generally 


about five fect long, and from three to four feet wide, 


(4) The whole probable amount of their number, and the propor- 
tion of Delinquents among them 1s more ſully stated in the 8th Dixi. 
sion of the 4th Chapter. 
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and calculated to hold considerable quantities of 


goods, not only enables these Lightermen to remove 
bulky and valuable articles, whether stolen or smug- 
gled, but also to conceal them instantly from public 
view; by which means whole bags of Coffee, Ginger, 
Pimento, and other articles, including large quan- 
tities of Sugar, have been frequently conveyed un- 
noticed from West-India Ships. The stolen pro- 
perty which was thus concealed and locked up, 
generally remained until the Lighter was discharged 
of her Cargo, and afterwards until removed to the 
usual station for empty Craft, off the Custom-house 
Quay. Suspicion being then at rest, means were 
found by the assistance of Skiffs to land the Goods, 
and convey them to the houses of the Receivers. 

A respectable Officer of the Customs confirmed 
what is thus stated to have been the practice. In 
1795, he seized 109lb. of Sugar and a bag of Coffee, 
in the act of being removed from a Lighter by means 
0: a Skiff.—In the same year he seed another bag 
0! Coffee in a similar situation, weighing 78 lb. and 
a bag of Sugar, weighing 58 lb. 

In addition however, to these Partnership Con- 
cerns, the Game Lightermen traded to a consider- 


able extent on their own account, and seldom failed 


to avail themselves of every opportunity that offered, 
whereby they could abstract a part of the Cargo 
under their charge; for which purpose they resorted 
% those various devices in which the minds of men, 
in 
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in a course of Criminal Turpitude, are but too 
fertile. 
Among other contrivances when the Cargo in trust, 
and other circumstances (such as a good understand- 
ing with the Revenue Officer) offer a resource for 
Plunder, measures are taken for the purpose of 
losing the tide, that time may be given to effect the 
object in view. The Lighter is removed to a con- 
venient situation. Casks and packages are opened, 
and a Skiff attends for the purpose of conveying on 
shore, in the night, the Plunder which is obtained. 
A Lighter having taken on board a cargo of Oil 
from a Vessel, which had arrived from the British 
Colonies in America, the Lightermen who had her 
in charge, wilfully contrived to lose the tide in her 
way up the River, Having thus obtained time for 
the nefarious design which they had meditated, they 


employed it in turning all the Casks with the bungs 


downwards, with a view to profit by the Leakage 
which should run into the hold of the Lighter, and 
under the Cicling. Fortunately the Proprictor, who 
had suffered much by unaccountable deficiencies on 
former occasions, was upon his guard. He attended 
upon the Quay, while the Lighter was discharged, 
and his suspicion being excited by the Casks appear- 
ing to have been removed from their original position, 
and discovering a deficiency, his attention was di- 
rected to the hold of the Lighter, where perceiving 
a vast leakage of Oil, he ordered a part of the Cieling 


to be taken up, and filled no less than 15 Casks 
with 
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with the Oil which had thus been purposely ab- 
stracted. The Lightermen had the effrontery to 
claim it as their perquisite, and seemed highly 
oſtended at being deprived of it. This discovery 
however, clearly explained by what means he had 
been plundered on former occasions.(e) 

When Sugars, Coffee, Pimento, and Ginger are 
thus circumstanced, not a few of the Casks and 
Packages are reduced considerably in their contents 
before they reach the Quay, where they are to be 
discharged.—Of this species of Pillage many in- 
stances have occurred, and it has generally been felt 
as a very serious evil :—not confined to the West- 
India Trade alone, but pervading the whole Com- 
merce of the River ;—even Staves and Timber of 
difſerent kinds have been purloined in this manner. 

A case occurred about four years ago, where a 
quantity of American Staves were stolen from the 
Cargo of the Lighter, concealed in one of those 
Lockers, and afterwards disposed of clandestinely 
at an under price. Logwood aud Fustic, and all 
Dve-woods, have been generally subject to exces- 
«ve Plunder, both in the Lighters and on the 
Wharſs, from the ease with which they can bc re- 
moved. It is not uncommon to throw Logwood 
and Fuste over board, for the purpose of picking 
it un when the tide ebbs. 

The truth in fact, is, that nothing escapes the 


(+) See Treatise on the Police of the Metropolis. 
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rapacious grasp of these aquatic Carriers; and their 
ingenuity has ever been on the stretch to devise the 
means of converting Pillage into Perquisites. 

In spite of the greatest attention on the part of the 
Master Lightermen, who are generally very respect- 
able, it has been found impossible to control their 
Journeymen, or to keep them within the bounds of 
honesty. 

While their Lighters are at the Quays, instances 
have occurred, where the Journeymen have entered 
into a conspiracy with the Watchman (who, on 
many oceasions, in the throng of the Scuson, is 
said to be a man of their own appointment) to 
plunder their own Lighters for several nights succes- 
sively, which is the more casily effected, as pre- 
tences can never be wanting to go on board at all 
hours of the night, without exciting the least sus— 
picion, inasmuch as these men belong to the Lighter, 
and are supposed to be on board for a useful purpose, 
to watch the tides, when, in point of fact, these 
visits are actually to commit Depredations. 

Having thus traced Commercial Property through 
all its stages of danger, while moving in transit on the 
River Thames, it remains now to follow it to the 
Landing Place: Here it is discovered to be agall 
assaled by an assemblage of banditti who pass by 


me name of 


X. SCUFFLE 
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, X. SCUPPFLE-HUNTERS. 


These are literally composed of that lowest class 
of the community, who are vulgarly denominated the 
Tug-Rag and Bobtail.(f) 

When Goods are shipping or landing upon the 
Quays, they are ever ready to offer their assistance to 
work as porters by the day or the hour, and they 
generally come prepared with long aprons, not so 
much as a convenient habiliment to enable them the 
better to perform their labour, as to furnish them 
with the means of suddenly concealing what they 
pilfer, with which, when obtained, they generally 
disappear. The number of these Miscreants, who 
are annually punished by the Lord-Mayor, for pil- 
lage upon the Quays, sufficiently demonstrates the 
extent of the evil; especially when 1t 1s recollected, 
that previous to the Establishment of the Quay 
Guards by the Marine Police, and during the total 
want of a competent force upon the Wharfs, not 
one in fifty who committed acts of Delinquency 
was punished. The fact is, that the pillage they 
committed on the Quays was ercessive, and it will 
cease to be a matter of wonder, since the general 
answer of most Vagabonds, to the interrogatory of 
Magistrates as to their means of subsistance is, that 
they work at the water-side. 


heir numbers are estimated in Chap. IV. (Div, 11.) 
It 


— 
* — 5 
- * 


— 2 
— 
— 


— —U—ü—ä6 — 


2 
— 
"T3: vw — 4 — — — 


. — 
= ae 9 


— 


— 
— 


a — — — 
he x 4 2 —— 
e 


- 
o - 
— 4 > oo x 
: — 
— — w 


— — 1 * 
— . 


= N 2 
— 2 ——— — 
= 


76 TREATISE ON 


It is to be lamented, that in developing this wide 
extended System of Pillage, the Delinquency which 
attaches to Commercial Property, must be still fat- 


ther followed, even to 


Tur WAREHOUSES. 


Ix these receptacles it might reasonably have been 
expected, that the danger would have ceased. But 
here too the evil appears to be equally prominent, 
and the effect it produces, even more severe, as it ap- 
plies to Commercial Property; since the loss not only 
comprises the original value of the Property pur— 
loined, but also the Revenue of the Crown, either paid 
or secured, upon all Merchandise thus deposited. 

If the universal admission of all persons engaged in 
the Trade of the River Thames, as to the deficiencies 
which are uniformly experienced, far beyond what 
can arise from natural waste or shrinkage, should not 
be considered as a sufficient proof of the evil prac- 
tices which prevail in the Warchouses, recoursc 
might be had to the evidence given before the Com- 
mittce of the House of Commons, and to the Re- 
cords of the Courts of Criminal Justice, as an indis— 
putable confirmation of the existence of the evil 
to a very great extent. 

In addition to the evidence which these Docu- 
ments furnish, specific details have been given upon 
oath, by persons who have long worked as Labourers 


'n the different VWarehouses, which tend in a very 
eminent 
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eminent degree to develope the cause of the uniform 
deficiencies which are discovered, particularly in the 
article of Sugar. | 

These details state, that the Plunder in the Ware- 
houses is carried on to a very great extent, and that 
the chief instruments are the Journeymen Coopers, 
and, in some instances, the Gangsmen : That as often 
as these Coopers attend for the purpose of drawing 
Samples, they are followed by a person who is cal- 
led a Sweeper, whose duty it is to sweep the sugar 
from the top of cach hogshead, from which samples 
have been drawn : Each sample generally consists 
of four or five pounds of Sugar, which is carried 
off by the Journeyman, supposed to the house of his 
Muster, (n) while nearly an equal quantity generally 
remains on the head of each hogshead, from which 
samples have been drawn: this is swept into a basket, 
and when fall conveyed to a general Receiving 
{logsbead, called 2 Dew'//, which is placed for that 
purpose in one corner of the Warehouse, and to 
which every hogshead or cask deposited in the 


( By the 13th Regulation of the West India Merchants, at a 
Grneral Meeting, held on the 27th of April 17975, it is recom- 
mended, that Sugars be drawn only once, and then for Latting ; 
and that the quantity then taken be only one pound and a half, 
in order to furnisch two Lotting Samples.—One for the Seller 
ard one for Buyer. By the 15tharticle, the Wharfingers are de- 
nech to inspect the samples occasionally, and to stop all Coopers 
xonveying away Samples, exceeding the weight which is thus 
en ech or the number contained in the order for that purpose. 
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Warehouse is said to contribute more or less 
When full, this Devil-Hogshead is removed to 
the Purchaser, and replaced by another. — There is 
said to be generally one, and sometimes two of 
these Receiving Hogsbeads in cach Warchouse.— 
If it be discovered, that any one or more Hogsheads 
weigh one quarter or half an hundred above the land- 
ing weight, the overplus is taken out and deposited 
in the Devil Hogshead. It is asserted to be the prac- 
tice of the Labourers who work under the Gangsmen, 
to draw from four to ten pounds of sugar, from as 
many hogsheads as are accessible, taking care to 
attend to the moist or dry state of the sugar, so as not 
to occasion a deficiency, for which the Wharfinger 
can be rendered accountable. By these various Sys- 
tems of Pillage, a great aggregate loss 1s sustained by 
the West-India Planters and Merchants; which, in- 
cluding the Plunder of the inferior Labourers and 
Scuffle-hunters, who are occasionally employed in 
these Warehouses, bas been estimated to average, ex- 
clusive of the pound and a half allowed for two sam- 
ples, to sixteen pound weight a hogshead, which upon 
a medium 1mportation of 130,000 hogsheads of sugar, 
at the present price of sugars, would amount 79 about 
Seventy thousand pounds Sterlins à year ! and this, 
independent of the Pillage on other articles of the 

growth and produce of the West India Islands. 
According to the evidence of a respectable Re— 
venue Officer, the Plunder of the Warechouses by 
Journeymen 
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Journeymen Coopers, under the pretence of taking 
samples, is very enormous. He has traced them 
frequently to the shops of known Receivers, parti- 
cularly a noted one in St. Mary's Hill, but has been 
discouraged from following up these detections, from 
the circumstance of his having found upon one occa- 
sion, when directed by the Board of Customs to pro- 
«cute a Journeyman Cooper, that he was protected 
by his Master. 

There are several Public Houses in the neighbour- 
hood of Thames-street, to which the Journeymen 
Coopers resort with their Boards of Sugar,—In these 
receptacles a kind of market is held, where the small 
Crocers attend, and by means of fictitious Bills of 
Parcels cover the stolen 1 to their respective 
houses. A vast deal of Sugar plundered in the 
Warchouses, and also double samples of Rum are 
sold in chese houses. The parties who form this 
criminal 1 are said to be great adepts in 
eluding Justice. — They have established a principle 
wich regard to ju adh dial oaths, afiecting the security or 
iling to the acquittal of their companions in ini- 
ny. —Oaths by which Public Justice may be de- 
'ratcd are called, Non-compulsrve Caths, which, al- 
thaugh false, are not considered to be of a criminal 
nature. 

It may, perhaps, be pleaded in behalf of some of 
10%: who benefit by this enormous pillage, that a 
sonsiderable proportion, has been Sanctioned by cus- 


6 | tom. 
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tom, or assumed the feature of a perquisite from 
the cireumstance of the Commercial Body passing 
it over in silence, and suffering such things to exist: 
But when to this is opposed the Regulations of the 
27th of April 1790, and the subsequent exertions of 
the Committee of Merchants, it is impossible to 
consider it in any other light than that of a bold and 
audacious System: of Plunder (o) —not to be vindi- 
cated or defended upon any ground of right, and 
contrary to every principle of morality and justice.(p) 


Having thus developed the multiplied practices of 
the different classes of Criminals, whereby Commer- 
cial Property in the Port of London, has been a prey 
to regular and systematic Depredation ; it naturally 
becomes a subject of interesting inquiry, in what 
manner and to what extent each distinct branch 


(o) The 16th Article of the Regulations of the 27th of April 
1790, prohibits the allowance of Sweepings or Molasses to the 
Gangsmen.— Also, Tubs or other receptacles for Sugar or Molas- 
ses in the Warehouses, except by order of the Wharfingers, who 
are desired to take all Sweepings and Molasses under their care, 
and to sell the same to defray the expence of keeping the Ware- 
houses clean.—This clearly demonstrates, that no perquisite 1s 
allowed to any person whatsoever. From what source therefore, 
do the Emoluments of the Gangsmen arise? — They are said to te- 
ceive several hundred pounds a year, and yet their wages are only 
16s. or 18s, per week. 


(p) For further information as to the number of Labourers in the 
Warehouses, and the proportion of Criminals among them, the 
Reader is referred to Chap. IV. (Div, 12.) 
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of Trade and Navigation carried on, to and from the 
Port of London, has been affected by these noxious 
and destructive Confederacies. The details how- 
erer, which relate to this part of the Work, being 
numerous and extensive, they will form the subject 

of the suecceding Chapter. | 


G CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 


A detailed account of the different Branches of Trade, 
which Suffer by Depredations on the River Thames.— 
Depredations commuted on the Property of Ship 
Owners, and the Proprietors of Craft and Boats m 
the Hider Thames On Merchandise iniported and 
exported by the East-India Company On the In- 
porlations and Exportations of the West- India Mer- 
chants ;—On the Trade to and from the British 
Colomes in North America On the Trade to and 
from Africa, and the Cape of Good Hope :—On 
the Northern and Southern Fisheries On the Trad: 
to and from the United States of America :—On tht 
Trade tn and from the Mediterranean and Turkey = 
On the Trade to and from Spain and the Canaries: 
— On the Trade to and from France and the Au- 
Strian Netherlands :—On the Trade to and from 
Portugal and Madeira :;—On the Trade 10 and fron 
Holland, Germany, Prussia, Poland, Sweden, Det 
mark and Norway, and Russia :==On the Trade ti 
and from Guernsey, Fersy, &c.—On the Trade tt 
and from Ireland ;—On the Coasting and Coal 
Trade n Prize-Ships :—On the Public Store 
m the River Thames and Medway.—A genen 

 recaputulated View of the estimated Depredatim 
on Commercial Property, —Concluding Reflections. 


A LTMOUGH 
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Arrnoven it has already appeared, that certain 
g particular branches of trade have been more ob- 
jects of Plunder than others, yet it will be rendered 
evident from the details with are now to be given, 
that the monstrous System of Depredation, which 
has already been opened to the view of the Reader, 
pervaded the whole Shipping and Commerce of the 
” River Thames. 
In pursuing this inquiry, according to the plan laid 
down of considering each subject separately, it may be 
proper to begin with a General View of the 


Depredations committed on the Property of Ship Owners 
in the River Thames, 


Ix a trading Port, already shewn to be the first in 
tie known world, from the circumstance of between 
thirteen and fourteen thousand Vessels arriving and 
departing in the course of a year, besides nearly seven 
thousand Stationary Craft and Boats of various de- 
seriptions, having Tackle, Apparel, and Stores con- 
*tantly exposed to the Depredations of the hordes 
of Delinquents who infest the River Thames; it must 
cease to be a matter of wonder, that Ship-Owners 
wave suffered in common with the Proprietors of 
Merchandise, in consequence of the general System 
of Pillage which prevailed. 
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To men thus trained in the habits of iniquity, and 
disciplined in acts of Criminal Warfare, it may natu- | 
rally be supposed that the Stores and Apparel of I 
Ships, which are equally as accessible as Commer- | 
cial Property, should be objects of attention; and 
the truth is, that the Depredations in this line have 
for many years been great beyond calculation. 

The number of Junk and Store Shops in the 
vicinity of the River, have tended, in no small de- 
gree, to the encouragcinent of this species of Plun- 
der, from the facilities afforded to Thieves upon the 
River, by the ready market which is thus established 
for every thing that is purloined or stolen. > 

The registers of the convictions under the Bum- Wi 
boat Act (the 2d of his present Majesty,) sufficient- 
ly demonstrate the extent of this evil, in consequence 
of the detection of so many offenders with Cordage, 
Stores, and Provisions, taken from Ships and Vessels 
in the River Thames, and the preamble of that Act 
sufficiently clucidates the anxicty of Ship-Owners,(f) 
to remedy an evil which was felt to be enormous 8 
early as the year 17 62. 

Since that period, and notwithstanding the efforts 
which have been used tor the last twenty years, to 


An eminent Ship-Owner candidly acknowledged, at a lat 
pablic mecting, to consider of the best means of extending the 
protecting iuflucuce of the Marine Police over the whole Trade of 
the River, that if it had not been for the terror excited by that In. 
*titution, and Ly the Perambulating Boats, during the night, that 
zcarce an Anchor Calle belenging to his Vessels would have 


been prese Frys 4. 
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carry this Act into exccution, it is believed to be a 
fact generally admitted, that, previous to 1798, theevil 
had been progressively increasing every year, and that . 
ifa true estimate could be formed of the extent of the 
annual loss to Ship-Owners, it would be found to ex- 
ceed all credibility.(1) On a supposition that the 
pillage of Tackle, Apparel, Stores and Provisions, in 
the course of one voyage, averages only 31. a Ship, and 
that the pillage of the Owner's property, in Craft and 
Boats, in the course of a whole year, does not amount 
to more than 15s. the aggregate will be found to ex- 
ceed Forty-five Thousand Pounds a year. It is not how- 
ever, meant from this to insinuate, that each Vessel 
losses to this amount, since it is known, that while 
some Ships, ſrom superior vigilance, and from peculiar 
circumstances, escape unhurt, others are plundered 


to an enormous extent. It is not in the nature of 


things, in so crowded a Port, and where, at all times, 


from 1000 to 1400 Ships and Vessels, besides about 
7000 stationary Craft and Boats are collected to- 
Lether, under the eyes of so many delinquents, con- 


Stantly moving in different directions, that depredations 


should not be committed, while no River Police existed 


to restrain them. But besides the more bulky and 


bonderous Materials, consisting of Cordage and 
large Iron Work, purloined by River Pirates and 


others in the night, the more portable articles of 


Pletalic Stores, such as Copper, Brass, Lead, and 
Irensils of every description, have been an object of 


„ Vide General View of the Trade, p. 23. ; 
attention 
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attention to Lumpers and others, who must neces- 
sarily be admitted on board of Ships for laborious 
purposes. 

Vessels lying ungarded, after the delivery of their 
Cargoes, have often had the Running Rigging cut 
away, and the whole articles upon Deck, that were 
moveable, swept off in the course of a night. 

The same system of pillage not only extends to 
Lighters, Barges, Punts, and smaller Craft, but even 
to the Wherries of the Watermen, from whence it 
is no uncommon thing to steal Ts, Oars, Sculls, 
Benches and Backboards. 

Nor are Ships, undergoing repairs in Docks, ex- 
empted from this universal system of depredation, 
particularly in cases where the operation of sheathing 
with Copper is going forward. This valuable arti 
cle, consisting of light Sheets and Copper Nails 
both equally portable, furnishes a prolific harves 

for those who have been long in the habit of making 
Plunder a trade, and who seldom fail, on such occasions 
to acquire a considerable booty. In consequence d 
the detection of a person, who was afterwards col- 
victed, for stealing sheet Copper from a private Dock 
vard, at Wapping, application was made to tle 
Magistrates of the Marine Police, requesting thats 
worn Officer, properly instructed, and armed with lt 
authority of the Laws, might be appointed to guard? 
West-India Ship, during the operation of sheathin? 
her with Copper. The same number of Sheets aut 


quantity of Nails were ordered, which had bet! 
founc 
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found necessary, and which had been exhausted, 
when the same Ship had been sbeathed on a former 
occasion, namely 1600 Sheets of Copper, and ten 
Bags of Nails. The Police Officer acted with great 
vigilance, and attended minutely to his instructions, 
which certainly prevented the pillage, which must 
have taken place upon the former occasion, since a 
surplus appeared after the Ship was completely 


sheathed, of 
. . . 


113 Sheets of Copper, weighing 896 lb. at 14d. 52 5 4 
3 Bags of Nails . A 336 Ib. at 14d. 19 12 © 


Saved 7I 17 4 


And thus, by theprecaution of calling for the assistance, 
and protection of the Police, and thereby defeating 
the designs of these who are constantly on the 
watch to obtain Plunder, a considerable Property 
was saved. 

The Owners of Ships and Vessels fitting out for 
Voyages, also suffer considerably on many occasions 
in the transit of their Stores and Apparel; and the pil- 
lage isoftennotdiscovered until the articles are wanted. 
The same system of Depredation is extended, even 
'n a greater degree, to dismantled Ships, particularly 
Prize Vessels, which are always marked out as objects 
ot plunder, under the idea that they are fair game, 
that there exists no means of detection ; and, indeed, 
*perience has shewn, that nothing but a well-regu- 
ed River Police, composed of a sufficient Civil 

| force 
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force to overawe delinquents, and to pervade the 


whole range of the Port, where Ships and Vessels 
are expossed to danger, can ever be effectual, in 
protecting the Owners of this specics of property 
from the extensive and reiterated losses, to which 
they have been heretofore subjected. 


DEPREDATIONS 


ON THE 
EAST-INDIA TRADE, 


TO AND FROM THE PORT OF LONDON, 


Notwithstanding the generally received opinion, 
that from the more accurate system of the East-India 
Company, their Cargoes are not subject to plunder; 
instances have occurred which sufficiently demon- 
strate, that this species of property, under all the 
guards which have been devised, is not exempted 
from the injuries which arise from the general delin- 
quency so prevalent, wherever Merchandise, of 
any description, is in the operation of delivery from 
the Ships, or in a state of transit upon the River 
Thames. 

The nature and value of many of the articles 
which are imported, render the possession of them 
peculiarly desirable; and numerous, indeed, are the 
devices to which men resort, who have such temp- 
tations before them, for the purpose of gratifying 


their covetous and criminal propensities. 
Like 
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Like the property of the State, the moral tur- 
pitude of the offence does not operate as a re- 
straint upon the mind, in the same degree as in 
cases which apply to individuals; and hence, the de- 
linquency has a wider scope, and embraces in its 
operation classes ©! men, who would scarcely be dis- 
posed to yicid to temptations differently circum- 
stanced. 

The only consideration thereſore, with sueh men, 
is io be secure against the risque of detection. This 
object once effected, every difficulty is removed. 

Illicit Trade is a great object with the inferior 
Officers. To accomplish a measure, on the success 
of which, the profit of the voyage is supposed chiefly 
to depend, recourse must be had to the persons em- 
ployed by the Revenue. The connivance, at least, 
of those who are in inferior situations, is the more 
casily purchased, as they look forward to a certain 
emolument as oſten as they have such stations 
assigned them, and would feel disappointed if it was 
not obtained. 

It has appeared in evidence, upon oath, that one of 
the Officers of an East-India ship, discharged at 
Blackwall, in November 1796, on the Cargo of 
which considerable depredations were committed, 
happened to be in habits of intimacy with a Port 
Surveyor, who, although not superintendant of the 
Ship, interested himself very much in getting his 
ſriend's private adventure on shore. To effect this, 
a quantity of Shawls were packed in Casks, filled at 
each end with spun-yarn and oakum, and conveyed 

among 
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among the Boatswain's Return-Stores with the know- 
ledge of the Officers. One of the sitters in the 
galley, however, who was not in the secret, examined 
the Cask and seized the goods. The Port Officer 
seeing the misfortune which had befallen his friend, 
found means to satisfy the Seizing Officer, and the 
goods were safely landed, with subsequent parcels 
consisting of Casks and Bales, which, on being ex- 
amined by the Officers in the galley, were allowed to 
pass, on a promise of satisfaction next day ; and for 
this service each of the sitters' watermen received 
2 guinea, 

Nothing can point, out in stronger terms, the 
utility of a Police to controul and cheek the corrupt 
practices which, it 1s to be feared, too generally pre- 
vail, to the injury of the Revenue, and to the increase 
of Crimes, 

in East-India Ships, the Revenue Officers are ge- 
nerally numerous; their salaries are small; their 
ſamilies often large; their wants are therefore press- 
ing, and, to use a prevailing language, they must 
make hay t»lile the gun shines. Perhaps they look 
forward to a resource of this nature for the means of 
discharging their rent, or redeeming some useful 
articles in the hands of the Pawubroker. The de- 
erease in the value of money without any increase of 
fair emalument, must occasion pressures where the 
Salary is not more than the earnings of a common 
labourer; who is not under the necessity of INCUrring 
the same expence for decent apparel, or of support- 
ing an appearance suitable to a public station. 


Under 
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Under all these circumstances, it is not difficult to 
account for the Abuses, Frauds, and Peculations, 
which have been discovered to prevail in the Ships of 
the East-India Company. The transition is easy in 
the human mind, once made up, in passing from a 
muggling to a thieving transaction. The loss of 
situation, where the emolument is so small, has no 
restraining influence, and the system of the Revenue 
Boards does not, perhaps cannot, admit of the ope- 
ration of those other restraints upon infidelity, which 
peculiarly apply to Officers trained and controlled by 
the Marine Police. If restraints operate at all on 
the minds of certain classes of Revenue Officers, it 
is those, and those only, which the Police Institution 
have created by the dread of punishment, under cir- 
cumstances of ignominy which attach to offences, in 
consequence of the prompt means of detection, which 
form a prominent feature of the system. This dread 
it is which has acted so powerfully, wherever it imme- 
diately attached, in overawing delinquents, and in 
preventing the commission of Crimes. 

It is certain that the assistance of the Marine 
Police Officers, in the vicinity of East-India Ships, 
and the successful Searches and Detection of Lum- 
pers and others, coming from their Ships, produced 
in autumn 1798, a degree of caution and vigilance, 
on the part of the Revenue Officers, which was not 
apparent previous to the seizure of Teas in their 
presence, which had been pillaged by the Lumpers. 

Innumerable instances might be adduced of the 

0 extent 
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extent to which the pillage and plunder of East-India 
Ships have been carricd as well before as since the 
establishment of the River Police. The following 
may suffice as specimens. 

In August 1793, an East-IndiaShip, from Bengal, was 
plundered to a great extent during her discharge :— 


It appears in evidence, upon oath, that no watch was 


kept by either the superintendant or his assistant: 
That the Officers received daily gratuities from the 
Lumpers for conniving at the pillage of large quanti- 
ties of Pepper: That the Tidesmen themselves stole 
from the Gun-room, a large Case of Pepper, and 
many Bags of Rice: That the same Officers also 
stole, during the night, two whole quarters of Beef 
sent on board for the Ship's use; also about 60 dozen 
of Bottles, from the Hen-coops on the poop. The 
whole plunder was carried on shore by the crews of 
the galleys, and sold. In this ship other extensive 
depredations were committed, and 26 Officers are 
stated to have shared in the booty. 

It appears also in evidence, that in Nov. 1795, 
from a China Ship, lying at Blackwall, 35 Chests of 
Tea of golb. each, were plundered, and landed, with 
the assistance of two watermen, who are notorious 
receivers. The whole Revenue Officers and Lighter- 
men, 27 in number, are stated to be parties in this 
plunder. Six other India Ships were discharging at 
the same time, surrounded by 12 gallies, yet nothing 
was detected. From one of the Craft, three more 


Chests of Tea were stolen in her passage from the 
Ship 
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Ship to the Quays, by the Officers and Lightermen. 
The plunder, independent of what is here TOON 
is stated to have been enormous. 

The same evidence states, that in July 1796, the 
Cargo of a Ship from Bengal was plundered to a 
very great extent, by the Superintendant and other 
Officers ; respecting whom a detailed account of 
Frand and Intrigue, relative to a Pipe of Bengal 
Spirit, is stated, which clearly developes the loose 
conduct, and shocking want of principle, which too 
generally pervades that class of men, who are em- 
ployed as Safeguards to the Public Revenue, and the 
Property of the Merchant. 

The influence of the new system of River Police, 
not being as yet directly extended to East-India 
Ships, opportunities still continue to be afforded for 
the same species of pillage. In spite of the injunc- 
tions Jaid upon the superintendants of the labourers 
employed in the discharge, to select discrect and 
honest men, they are found to be generally of the 
same class, and possess the same desire to obtain 
plunder, as those who are known to have carrieck 
their depredations to a greater extent.— This is 
proved in the case of a China Ship, which discharged 
at Blackwall in the Autumn of 1798.—A posse of 
Marine Police Officers receiving information, which 
excited a suspicion that the Cargo was plundered, 
watched the time when the Lumpers and Coopers 
came on shore. On attempting a scarch, which 
discovered them to be Officers, a violent opposition 

ensued. 
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ensued, and at that moment the whole surface of 
the Thames, round their Boats, was covered with 
Tea. The Officers with great difficulty seized two 
of the delinquents, before they had time to throw 
away their plunder. 

But, besides what is obtained by these Aquatic 
Labourers, while working in the hold, it is stated, on 
the authority of a person who had the best access to 
know the evil practice which prevailed ; © that the 
© chief depredations on the Cargoes of East-India 
* Ships, are committed by Coopers, and inferior 
«© Officers stationed in the hold.” When once ob- 
tained, the sitter in the Revenue Galley and his 
Watermen, generally receive a certain proportion, 
as a passport of the Booty to a place of safety on 
shore. | 

Thirty-nine Chests of Tea were stolen from 4 
China Ship in 1798, during the delivery of her 
Cargo at Blackwall ; and notwithstanding the care 
which has been manifest in securing the Hatches of 
the East-India Hoys, and in the particular construc- 
tion of the Vessels, with a view to prevent plunder, 
five Chests of Tea from the same Ship, were stolen 
and removed in the passage of the Craft, from Long 
Reach to the Company's Wharf, at Botolph Quay. 

It is further stated, on the most respectable autho- 
rity, that a bale of Muslins, worth £.700, was 
stolen from another Hoy in her passage up the 
River in 1798, and that 40 chests of Tea, which 


had been purposely stowed in the cable tier of 3 
China 


mem 


ny 
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China ship, were aſterwards feloniously conveyed 
away, and totally lost to the Proprietors. 

It appears indeed, but too certain, that notwith- 
standing the apparently good system of prevention, 
adopted by the Commissioners of the two Boards of 
Revenue, and the East-India Company, pillage to a 
certain extent prevails in many of their Ships; and 
that this species of Depredation has been also 
reduced to a systein, since cant phrases are in use 
for the purpose of holding criminal intercourse, in 
disposing of articles obtained in this manner. In 
this cant language, Tea is known by the appellation 
of Malt,—According to the account given by a person 
of considerable intelligence, who derived his informa- 
tion from the inferior Revenue Officers themselves, 
the general pillage of Tea through that medium, 
takes place in small quantities continually repeated: 
and in cases, where any of the Officers of either 
Revenue are not of the class denominated Game 
Ucers, matters are so managed as to keep them out 
of the secret. Individual Officers of this class, 
(coho, to use their o’ language, © have been at 
alia, ) have acknowledged to have profited to the 
extent of, from 20 to 30 /. by pilfering in a little 
way from a single Ship. 

under such circumstances, as in others, where 
the plunder is of greater magnitude, the connivance 
of the Otlicers in the Gallics is necessary; and 
as à recompence for the facilities they afford, a 


ertaiu Share of the booty is assigned them. 


The 
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The Importation of Sugar from India affords a 
great resource for plunder, which did not formerly 
exist; and in the depredations on this species of 
Property, the lower class of Officers and Scamen 
are cqually implicated with the Lumpers. — An 
instance recently occurred, where a Revenue Officer 
found a bag of Sugar in the Carpenter's tool-chest. 

Where so many appear to be more or less impli— 
cated in offences of this nature, it ceases to be a 
matter of surprise, that such nefarious transactions 
arc concealed and so seldom attract the attention, 
either of the Commissioners of the Revenue, or the 
Fast-India Company. 

In an Importation, exceeding Six Millions and a 
half annually, composed of Merchandise of great 
value, and contained in an inconceivable number of 
diſlerent packages; passing through a great variety 
of hands, and no inconsiderable proportion of these 
in the habit of devising means to obtain plunder, 
the amount of the annual Depredations must be 
very considerable, although not easily to be ascer- 
tained: But calculating only at the rate of C. 5002 
Ship, including the Craft, on an average, the aggre- 
gate amount of loss to the Revenue and the Com- 
pany, will exceed Toene Thousand Pounds a year. 
Exclusive of the losses which may be sustained by 
the pillage and plunder of Goods exported, respect- 
ing which it is impossible to form any estimate; 
although it is evident, that in the removal of nearly 


Four Millions annually, from the Repositories where 
2 the 
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the Goods are collected, to the different outward- 
bound Ships, it is not to be supposed that so great 
a number of Packages can escape the effects of a 
system of Depredation, which extends its influence 
in so many directions; and is so completely orga- 
nized for purposes hostile to the general security of 
Commercial Property. 


DEPREDATIONS 


ON THE 
WEST-INDIA TRADE, 


TO AND FROM THE PORT OF LONDON. 


Wurz most other branches of Commerce have 
been gradually acquiring conveniences and facilities 
applicable to their progressive increase, the Trade from 
the Sugar Plantations to the Port of London, seems to 
bave remained in this particular nearly stationary for 
above one hundred and thirty years, without the 
advantage of those accommodations and securities 
wiich its rapid progress and great extent seemed to 
require, It has of course, as already appears, 
been a prey to the most enormous Depredations, 
perhaps not less than to the extent f Seven Millions 
Serling in the course of the Century: Since even 


units commencement, it would seem that there 
| exited a considerable resource for that species of 


Plunder, which has in the greatest degree excited 
the attention, and sharpened the ingenuity of the 
H hordes 


8 r _ 
n * = 
— => — 2 


LN a 
— 


5 

a3 

' 
'Z 

l 

* 


— — x 
—— 6 & — 


— 
- 


98 | TREATISE ON 


hordes of Delinquents, who have progressively preyed 
upon this branch of Commerce. 

In the year 1700, the Sugars imported into the 
River Thames, amounted to about one-fifth part of 
the present medium quantity,—In 1725, it must have 
been equal to @ /hird.—In 1750, it was little shon 
of a half: while in 1775, it approached nearly to 
Its ayerage extent for the Jast twenty-four years; 
during which period, it has varied from 105,000 to 
147,570 casks—the guantily Imported for the year 
ending the 251% of June, 1799. 6) For fifteen years 


* - * Lo P 1 S - bs A * 4 
2 Is” 6, > - s I bf N A = 4% 
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) Sugar and Rum Imported into London for a period of fifty 
years, 
Cut. of Sugar. Gallons of Rum, 


CEID:-_ 630,840 607,074 | 
1760 — 1,047,796 669,358 e 
1770 Tue 1,377,109 997,136 5 
— . 1,236,579 3 
1790 — 1,236,647 1,521,051 
1792 1,3455559 1,031,020 
1793 — 1,467,469 2,209,722 
1794 — 1,809,905 1,911,646 
179595 — 1,409,584 1,087,685 
1796 — 1,5$',563 1,935,347 
S ot bo 925,457 
798 — 17373939 2,392,015 


Sugars Imported into all parts of England, 


Hegsheads, 
in 15 years from 1700 to 1715 average 34,832 
15 _ 1715 to 1730 — 60, 450 
12 — 1731 to 1742 — 62,128 
i — 1743 to 17597 — 756, 336 
26 — 1764 to 1790 — 145,669 
929 — 179 o 1799 — 192,429 


subsequent 
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subsequent to the middle of the 18th Century, 
the productions of the West-India Colonies do not 
«em to have materially increased; and it was not 
till after the Peace of Paris in 1703, that by the 
acquisition of new Islands and the extreme enter- 
prise of Individuals, a rapid augmentation became 
manifest. 

From this period the evils of the Port became 
extremely prominent. The resort of so many 
additional Ships, and the great and sudden increase 
of West-India produce without conveniences ade- 
E quate to the augmentation of this branch of Trade, 
created much confusion and the most vexatious 
@ delays, by which this valuable Property became 
exposed to that excessive pillage, which has already 
been in part developed in the preceding Chapter; 
and which is certainly uncxampled in any Commercial 

Fort in the World. 

Amidst the various causes of this extensive plun- 
der, the privilege assumed by the Mates of West- 
ludia Ships, of appropriating to their own use the 
| Swcepings of the hold after the Ship's discharge, 
Was productive of infinite mischief, by furnishing a 
pretence to the Criminal Dealers in the vicinity of the 
River,to cultivate theiracquaintance for the purpose of 
bargaining for their Sweepings, and then not only to 
KUuce them into the evil practice of staving Casks 
Land Packages to enlarge, the quantity by excessive 
oſollings of Sugar, Coffee, and other arlicles; but 
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uso to enter into confederacies along with the 
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Revenue Officers stationed on board, for the pur- 
pose of plundering the Cargo in the night, which 
will be hereafter shewn not only to have been an eri 
of the greatest magnitude, but also to have been 
felt as a pressure upon the Trade, for a period d 
from thirty to forty years, previous to the establish- 
ment of the Marine Police in 1798. 

Tins appears from an Advertisement (7) publisbel 
by the West-India Merchants so far back as the 
year 1765, and also by a Resolution of that respect 
able Body, dated the Gth of January, 1707, on the 
Subject of the pretended perquisite of Sweepings ; (% 


bull 


% Advertizarnnt Ahe Merchants of London, trading to tl 
Sugar Colonies, taking into con»ideration the wicked and felonios 
practice of stealing Sugars and other Goods, the product of the «at 
Colonies, and the pernicious consequences attending it, think 
highly incumbent on them to prevent the same as far as they at 
able, and have therefore rezolved to prosecute with the utms 
rigour of the Law all such Offenders ; and they do hereby git 
notice, that if any person, or persons, shall be discovered stcally 
Sugar, or other Goods, from on board any Ship or Vessel from ti 
Sugar Colonies, or out of any Lighter or other Craft on the Rite 
Thames, or on any Quay or Wharf adjoining to the said Rv - 
or in any Warehouse, or other place belonging to such Qu 
Wharf, every person making such discovery, shall be intitled to N 


reward of Forty Shillings, on the conviction of every q the 
Offender. And that every person, who shall discover as aforesi TE 
oh Shi 

ceny Buy er or Receiver of such stolen Goods, knowing them OT, 
+0) 


stolen, shall be intitled to a reward of Twenty Pounds, on cc. 
viction of every such Buyer or Receiver. 


% At a Meeting of the Me. India Merchants, at the Lig 
Arms ” 1g Cornhill, January, 6, 1767 the fellr 


Advertisement was agreed to, viz. 


« Whercas it has been occasionally pretcaded, that the * 
4 Fl 
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both which sufficiently demonstrate the sense they 
entertained of the height to which River Plunder 
had arrived at that early period. 

Vet still these efforts, although repeated at various 
intervals, had no effect: - With the increase of the 
Importations, the plunder of this species of Commer- 
cial Property also augmented. The Orders and 
Resolutions of the Merchants were disregarded.— 
Sweepings became an article of extensive Trade, 
attracting the notice of all the Criminal Dealers 


West. India Ships, discharged in the Port of London, ate entitled 
© to the Sweepings of the Hold; and, under that pretence, great 
* quantities of Sugar and other Goods have been clandestinely sold, 
to the great prejudice of the Owners and Freighters of such Ships, 
© and of the fair Trader: 

© The West-Inaia Merchants, in order to put a stop to these bad 
practices, do hereby promise a reward of Twenty Pounds, to be 


| © paid on the conviction of every Mate, or other person, who 


shall sell Sweepings, or any part of the Ship's Cargo as such; 
© and all persons who purchase Sweepings will be prosecuted : and, 
for the conviction of such, the like reward of Twenty Pounds 
© will be paid, as Receivers of stolen Goods.“ | 


RESOLVED, 

That the above Advertisement be published in the Newspapers, 
35 long as it may be judged necessary, and be fixed up at Lloyd's 
and the Jamaica Coffee-Houses. 

That a sufficient number of Copies be delivered at the Houses of 
the West-India Merchants, to be by them sent on board their 
Ships as they shall arrive, in order that the ame may be fixed up in 


dome conspicuous part of the Ship, that no person may hereafter 
plead ignorance of the same. 


That it be recommended to the Masters of Ships to discharge 
ich Mates as shall claim any right or Title to the Sweepings. 


JAMES ALLEN, Secretary, 
upon 
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upon the River, —Mates and Revenue Officers were 
seduced by the lures they held out.—The evil ex- 
tended to a vast proportion of the Ships in the West— 
India Trade, and attracted notice in so particular a 
degree as to produce an inveſtigation, which gare 
birth to a system of Regulations, which were 
framed on the 12th of June, 1789, and afterwards 
revised, amended, and published on the following 


year, viz. the 27th of April, 1790. (x) 
But 


(x) At a General Meeting of the Wejl-India Merchants, Londn, 
April 27, 1790, Their Regulations of the 12th of Ju 
1789, were revized and confirmed with certain additions and 
alterati:ns, as follows. 


RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY :— 

T. That it be recommended to the Captains to be on board thei 
Ships as much as possible every day while unloading, especially i 
the Evening, to make observations on the people employed in tht 
delivery of the Cargo, and to sce the Hatchways, &c. well 
secured before it is dark. 

II. That the present mode of working out Ships, by Contra 
with Lumpers, &c. be discontinued, as a source of immediate 
Plunderage and subsequent Waste. | 

III. That the Captains employ their own Crews as much 2 
possible in the delivery of their Cargoes ; and, where this cannot be 
done, work them out by persons hired by themselves, and kept 
under their own eye and command. 

IV. That the persons who work out the Ships be not permitted 
to go on shore during the day, but be victualled on board, (which 
it is presumed, may best be done at the Ship's expence, the wags 
being lessened in proportion ;) and that they be searched by the 
Captain, or other person superintending the delivery of the Cay 
when they quit the Ship to go on shore at night. 

V. That the Regulations, already in force, respecting the 


Sweepings of Sugars on board of Ships, be confirmed and canyon 
VI. 


PA tor 
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But although these regulations demonstrate great 
attention on the part of the West-India Merchants, 
as 


VI. That Gratuities be given to persons detecting and informing 
against Plunderers and Thieves; and also to any Custom-House 
Officer or other person giving authentic information to the Secretary, 
of any Vessel from which Sugars or other articles shall have been 
taken and seized as plundered or stolen; and that the name of such 
Vessel be published at the Jamaica and New Lloyd's Coffee-houses ; 
the whole at the discretion and by order of the Meeting of Mer- 
chants. 

VII. That it be recommended, that, where it is convenient, 
only the working Hatchway or Flatchways to the between-decks 
and Hold be open, and also that the passage through the between. 
decks and Hold be closed at the sides. 

VIII. That no Boat, unless provided or permitted by the Cap. 
tain, be allowed to be fastened to the Ship. 

IX. That the Ship's Husband or Captain do appoint Coopers (to 
be victualled, and kept on board, and attended to, in like manner 
35 the Lahourers above mentioned, ) to give substantial Cooperage to 
the Sugar-casks on board the Ship; and do appoint Coopers also to 
attend the casks in the Lighters at the Wharf and at their landing, 
in order that the same may be delivered in good condition according 
to the Bill of Lading. 

X. That the Ship's Coopers, wherever necessary, attend below 
in the Ships to give such Cooperag- as may be requisite for bringing 
the casks upon deck with safety to their contents; and that they re- 
par all damages done to the casks in the Lighters, before the Ligh- 
ters quit the Ship, 

XI. That the Captain or Mate see that each Lighter has a suf- 
felent number of good Tarpaulins for the purpose of covering the 
Sugar.-casks. 

XII. That the Watchman belonging to each Lighter be well 
armed ; that he attend the Lighter from the time of its loading to 
Mat ot its unloading ; that he give Bond, with a Security joined, 
tor good conduct; and that the Society of Captains be requested to 
rominate such Watchmen when wanted, 


XIII, That 
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as well as a thorough knowledge of all the sources of 
the evil, yet they too seem to have been totally dis- 
regarded, and like many excellent Acts of Parlia- 
ment, speedily became a dead letter; chiefly because 
they provided no means of enforcing obedience, and 
it was assigned to no person as a matter of duty to 
see them carried into execution.—With some meri- 
torious exceptions, Shipmasters, notwithstanding 
these regulations, left the charge of their Vessels 
chiefly to the Mates.— The mode of working. out 


XIII. That it be recommended, that the Sugars be drawn only 
once, and then for lotting; and that the quantity then taken be only 
One Pound and a half, in order to furnish two selling samples, one 
for the Seller and one for the Buyer. 

XIV. That, as soon as the Sugars are drawn, the Drawing- 
Hole be closed, as in cases of Exportation. 

XV. That the Wharfingers be desired occasionally to inspect the 
Samples; and that they. be hereby authorised to stop all Coopers 
conveying Samples from the Warehouses, in cases where they sus. 
pect such Samples to exceed the weight or number allowed by the 
Regulations, and that they give immediate information to the Secre- 
tary thereof; and that no Boards of Sugar be carried away from the 
Warehouses, unless with the knowledge of the Wharfinger or his 
Representative. | 

XVI. That no Sweepings or Molasses from the Warehouses be 
allowed to the Gangsmen ; that no Tubs or other Receptacles for 
Sugar or Molasses be permitted in the Warchouses, unless by order 
of the Wharfinger ; and that the Wharfingers be deſired to take all 
Sweepings and Molasses under their care, and to sell the same to 
defray the expence of keeping the Warehouses clean. 

XVII. That no Sugars be drawn unless by the order of the 
Merchant, or of the Broker, or some other person deputed by the 

Merchant; and that no Cooper be allowed to draw Sugars, ot t 


remain in the Warchouses, after Sun set. 


JAMES ALLEN, Secretary: 
Ships 


> a. 
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Ships by contract with Lumpers was not discontinu- 
ed, nor were those Lumpers victualled on board by 
Ship Owners; and in many instances not searched 
but allowed to go on shore, three times a day, gene- 
rally laden with Plunder, 

The regulations respecting Sweepings, although 
again confirmed, were not carried into effect. < 
Gratuitics offered for detecting Plunderers did not 
diminish the evil, since those whose evidence alone 
could convict offenders were themselves, for the most 
part, equally guilty. 

The recommendations respecting the Ships Hatch- 
ways, Watermen's Boats fastened to Ships— Coopers 
and Lighters appear to haye becn equally disre- 
garded. 

Instead of armed Watchmen attached to each 
Lighter, as recommended by the 12th Article—it 
seldom happened that any Watchmen at all were 
appointed ;—and at most not more than one 
lor every four or five Lighters, without arms, 
and without requiring a Bond of 100l. for fidelity, 
according to the regulations of the Merchants; these 
Watchmen too (if such they could be called,) were 
seldom relieved, perhaps, for three or four weeks to- 
gether, of course if they were disposed to execute 
their trust with fidelity, the rest which nature re- 
quired rendered it impossible; and hence while an 
expence was incurred, it became a mere mockery, 
and a nullity, as it related to the protection of the 
Cargo. In many instances it operated as a ſacility, 

6- - and 


the original value of the article, as has already 
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and an inroad to Plunder, by the seduction of these 
inefficient Watchmen, whosc necessitics rendered 
them an easy prey to those who had: designs upon 


the Property under their charge. 


Nor were the West-India Merchants more suc- 
cessſul in their regulations respecting the drawing 
of Samples, although a branch of the System more 
immediately within their personal Controul, 

Instead of drawing Sugars only once, and limit- 
ing the quantity to 9e pound and half and no more, 
in order to furnish two selling Samples, one ſor the 
Seller, and another for the Buyer, (according to the 
13th Rule of the 'Trade).—The Coopers continued 
the old practice of drawing Samples frequently twice, 
and some times thrice from the same Hogshead, 
s&eldom taking less than from four to six pounds 
each time. 

Neither have the Merchants been successſul in 
debaring the Gangsmen the assumed privilege of 
Drainings and Sweepings in the Warchouses, since 
it appears that under the colour of this, or some 
other pretence, their emoluments are very consider- 
able, and the Deficiency and Plunder of the Sugars 
in the Warehouses, after they are supposed to be 
secure, have been found to be very enormous. A 
circumstance the more vexatious, as it is not only 


been noticed, but also the present high Duties and 
Charges whieh constitute the loss, and add not les 
than 35 per Cent. to its aggregate amount. 


Such 


MVER POLICE. 107 


Such has been the unsnccessful result of all the 
efforts used by the West-India Merchants to esta- 
blich good regulations for the protection of West- 
India Property. — To these already detailed, were 
"added an offer of very high Rewards in 1796 and 
1707, for the detection and conviction of Offen- 
ders; but it only served to develope the vast and 
increasing magnitude of the Depredations by the 
evidence brought forward in Criminal Courts of Jus- 
tice—where a most enormous expence was incurred 
without, in any respect, diminishing the evil. 

The reason was obvious.—The Criminal Con- 
federates engaged in these nefarious designs had be- 
come numerous, and powerful in pecuniary resource. 
Unrestramed by those principles of rectitude, which 
gorern the actions of men in the innocent walks of 
life, they resorted to every criminal device which 
was likely to impede or embarrass the course of Jus- 


f tice, by intimidating or suborning evidence, and by 
5 ocher proceedings, having for their object the acquital 
E: of their associates in iniquity. They succeeded in 
2 part ; and feeling encouraged by the triumph of a 
4 victory over the insulted Laws of their Country, they 
1 renewed their depredatious as Stealers and Receivers 
\ of the property of the Planters and Merchants, 
al rendered exccedingly valuable from the then great 


advance in the price, and the considerable augmen- 
tation of the Duties. 

Under these peculiar circumstances—beset on all 
"yds by hordes of Miscreants, cager to seize upon 
their 


105 TREATISE ON 


their property, and defeated in every attempt to re- 
strain or to keep them within bounds, the expedient 
of Wet Docks had been resorted to, as the only 
apparent means of relief. 

As a prelade to this important measure, inquiries 
were instituted by a Committee of the House of 
Commons, before whom it appeared in evidence that 
the Plunder on West-India Produce alone, occasioned 
an annual loss to the Proprietors of 150,000]. (y) a 
year, and 50,000l, a year to the Revenue: but at 
that period, (viz. 1790,) opportunities had not been 
afforded of obtaining that full and extensive infor- 
mation, which has since arisen from the minute in- 
vestigations which have taken place, and which seem 
to warrant a much higher estimate; and perhaps, 
the following view of the general state of thosc va- 
rious Depredations, previous to the establishment of 
the Marine Police, may be hazarded as approaching 
tolcrably near the truth, 


15%. Suppesing that out of 385 Ships, (the average 
nunber in a year,) 1-5th part or 77 Ships have been, 
more or less, subject to night and day Plunder in 
the manner already explained ; and that the Loss in 
Sugar, Rum, Coffee, and other articles, on this firs 


Class of Game Ships, averaged 7 00%. per Ship. (N 
2d, That 


y) A Committee from the Body of Fianters in a late conference 
with the Minister, stated the amount of the Depredations to be 
more than double this sum. 


2) 1. It is a5certained by evidence upon oath, that from a 4 
Ship 
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2d. That 2-5ths, or 154 Ships, had been subject to ex- 
cessive Plunder, and that the whole Lumpers, Coop- 
ers, 
43 Ship discharged in January 1794, Twenty Tons of Sugar 
were stolen, in consequence of an agreement between the chief 
Mate, four Custom-house, and two Excise Officers then on 
board on the one part, and a notorious Receiver on the other, 
who, with the assistance of two Light-horiemen, carried on 

shore about a Ton each night. 

2. It also appears on similar evidence, that from a Jamaica Ship 
discharged in March 1795 no less than Fifty Tons of Sugar 
were plundered in consequence of a previous agreement with 
the Mate and five Revenue Officers. —Ten Hogsheads were 
completely emptied, and afterwards stowed in a part of the 
Ship where there had been much leakage, that it might ap- 
pear the Sugar had been washed out during the voyage.— 


| "The result was, that the loss was borne by the Underwriters. 
From the same Ship three whole Puncheons of Rum were 
plundered, besides 300 Gallons pumped from different Casks, 
f all which were sent on shore in Skins and Bladders. From 

| this Ship a large quantity of Coffee was also pillaged.— The 
4 five Revenue Officers are stated to have each shared 1 gol. in- 


dependent of the money received by the Mate and Agents in 
this iniquitous busine'ss, 


3. The same evidence states, that in August 1794, a small Vessel 


e arrived in the River from Antigua, with 70 Hogsheads of 
1 Sagar; Five Jlogtbeads of which were actually plundered 
in | by three Tidesmen in conjunction with the Mate, and # 
1 well-known Recciver. — The Captain happened to be 2 
Stranger, who had expressed much apprehens1on of Lumpers, 
5 upon which che Revenne Officers ptoposed, in order to allay 
87 his fears, and prevent his employing Lumpers, that they 
40 would themselves discharge the Curgo.— The result was, 
that while he remained on »hore, considering himself as 

ace secure, he lost 1-14th part of the whole. 
be . Upon the same testimony it appears that in September 1795, the 
| Cargo of a Jamaica Ship then diccharging at the Quays near 
Nc London Bridge was plundered cf Ter len, of Sugar by the 
Ship Mate aud five Revenue Officers, assisted by two Watermen 


in the Service of the Customs. 


5. It 
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ers, Officers, Mates, and Ships“ Crew, oblained on 
an average 250. a Ship. (a) 


5. It appears further by evidence upon oath, that the Cargo of a 
Jamaica Ship which discharged on the River in November 
1795, was plundered of Sugar and other articles of the value 
of 5col. by three Custom-house and two Excise Cflicers, in 
conjunction with the Captain, Mate, and Ship's Watermen, 
with others. —The whole was landed by a notorious Re- 
ceiver. 

6. In September 1796, five Revenue Officers, the Mate, and a no- 
torious Receiver stole Ten Ton of Sugar, and a whole 
Puncheon of Rum, from a Vessel from St. Kitt's, which 
then discharged in the River. 

The information, upon oath, from which these Cases are selected, 
goes a considerable length further, and states many specific facts, 
strongly demonstrating the shocking corruption of Morals among 
various classes employed in different situations upon the River, and 
yet these instances are only a slight shade, when compared with 
the aggregate.—Specific details, such as these are only brought to 
light by accident, while the great mass is buried in oblivion. 

In October and November 1797, a discovery was made of 12 
Ships from the West-Indies, all discharging about the same time, 
which had been shockingly plundered. The detection and trial of 
some of the delinquents afterwards established in evidence the fol. 
lowing facts, with respect to the extent of a part of this plunder, 
which authorized the following estimate of the Loss, viz. 

Tons, Cwt. Qus. 
Jamaica Sugar. . 81 10 2 
Leeward Island ditto 45 6 


127 1 

Loss to the Crown at 178. 10d. King's Duty . .. . 2,223 15 3 
Loss to Ship-Owner's Freight. 1052 © o 
Loss to Ship-Master's Primane 52 12 © 
Loss to Merchants Commission 400 0 © 
Loss to the Planter or Owner of the Sugaer . . . 7,955 14 0 
3 


Total .. £.11,684 1 
Average Loss nearly One Thousand Pounds each Ship, ex- 
clus.ve of what was not discovered. 


2 | 3d. That 
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3d. That 1-5th, or 77 Ships, from having some atlen= 
tion paid on the part of the Ships Officers, have 
oi fered a loss from Lumpers, Coopers and others, 
only to the extent in Sugar, Coffee, and other ar- 
licles, of 100. a Ship. 

41h. That 1-5th, or 77 Ships, from a still greater de— 
gree of vigilance, increased by the conslant or occa- 
si9nal presence of the Ship Masters, may have only 
suffered on an average lo the extent of 50l. each 
Ship. 

5%. That in about 2,500 Lighters, employed in dischurg- 
ing IWest-India Ships, (including their repeated 
irips,) the average Plunder of Sugar, Rum, Coffee, 
Cocoa, Ginger, Pimento, Logwood, Fustic, &c. 
might amount to Ol. on each Cargo. 

0/h. That on 120,000 Casks of Sugar, 15,000 Pun- 
cheons of Rum, and 100,000 other Packages, con- 
s15ting of Coffee, Cocoa, Pimento, Ginger, Tur- 
meric, Cotton, Hides, Elephanis' Teeth, Castor Oil, 
besides Mahogany, Logwood, Fustic, and other Dye 
IWods, and Lancewood Spars, landed on the dif- 
ferent Quays and Wharfs—the average Pillage by 
Scufflz- Hunters, and others upon the Quays, may 
have amounted to 2s. a Package, on 235,000 Pack- 
ages; and 20s. per Ton on the different Woods, (b) 

eslmalmg 
) In cases where Lumpers were either remunerated in part or 


in whole from the Plunder obtained, this av erage would appear to 
be moderate, 


(6) It is well ascertained that the pillage of Dye Woods, par- 


ticularly Logwood and Fustic, has been very excessive, both in the 
Lighters 
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estimating the average quantity in a year at 3000 
Tons. 

7th. That on 100,000 Packages, comprizing Coffee, (c) 
Cocoa, Pimento, Ginger, Turmeric, Cotton, and 
other articles lodged in the Warehouses, the Plunder 
by Labourers and others in depositing, Sampling, and 
removing the same, may average about 3s. a Pack- 
age; while on 120,000 Hogsheads of Sugar, de- 
potted and removed in the same manner, the Loss 
by Sampling, Sweepings and Pillage, must, at the 
Present price of Sugars, average at least 125. per 
Hogshead. 

Upon these data, the estimate of the aggregate 

Depredations on West-India Produce, exhibiting the 

Loss sustained by the Revenue and the Individuals, 

1 is stated in the following 

4 RECAPITULATION: 


Lighters and upon the Wharfs. Indeed to so great an extent hits | 

it gone, since these articles have advanced so exceedingly in theit 

value, as to render a serious inquiry necessary. ' 
e) The Plunder of Coffee in the Warehouses has long been fel J 

as a most serious grievance. The injury sustained by the Import 0 

'Þ and the Revenue by the Depredations on this article exceed cred» 7 

* bility, 


— — * - — _ N 
— — — —̃ — — je — 
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* 
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RECAPITULATION : 


ist. 77 Ships denominated Game, average 7ool. | 
cath (d) i 5 5445 & 8 2% Roe 

2d. 154 Ships subject to excessive Plunder, 25ol. each 38,500 

za. 77 Ships subject to an inferior ditto, Lool, each 7,700 

4th. 77 Ships subject to slight Plunder ditto, zol. each 3,850 

5th. 2,500 Lighters, average Plunder, öl. each Cargo 15,000 

6th, West India Goods on the Quay, 235,000 Pack- 

ages, average Pillage, estimated at 2s. per 

FRASER «- - «oo 4 © © oe ET > Roh 

Dye Woods >. + 

7th, West-India Goods in a 

100,000 smaller Packages, at 33. 15,000 

120, 00 Hogsheads of Sugar, at 1 28. 7 2,000 


87, ooo 


Estimated Loss to the Proprietors, Ship-Owners, 
Ship-Masters, Consignees, and the Revenue, on 
an average of years previous to 1798 . (. 232, ooo 


Although no estimate, under the peculiar circum- 
stances of the case, can be expected to ascertain the 
precise fact ; yet to those who have been in the habit 
of considering this particular subject with a know- 
ledge of the nature and magnitude of the Depreda- 
tions upon West-India property, the arrangement 
or the different branches of this System of Pillage, 


* Supposing seven Fleets to arrive in a year, the average num- 


of Game $h:ps to each does not excced Elexex. 


I will 
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will not only assist the judgment, but may possibly 
produce a conviction in the mind that the calcula- 
tions are not over-strained. 

In an importation extending to upwards of Seven 
Millions sterling a year, and comprising at least 
235,000 Casks and Packages of different kinds, de- 
livered from the Ships and conveyed to the Ware- 
houses, throngh the medium, agency, and inter- 
vention of such a multiude of individuals, the major 
part bent upon Pillage ; and when to this considera- 

tion is added the ready access which is obtained to 
this species of Property, and the case and facility 
with which it can be concealed and disposed of- 
large as the losses appear to be ; yet when measured 
by the scale of quantity and value, and the risque 
attached to the transit of this immense floating Pro- 
perty, they will not appear to be over-rated. 

To the defalcation of Property however, which has 
been thus detailed and explained, must be added the 
losses which arise from the Stealing of Goods ex- 
ported to the West-Tudia Islands. (e)—In Shi 


% Among the numerous instances of Depredations on outward: 
'$ bound West-India Cargoes, one has been stated, upon the oath ofthe 
5 Informant, to have happened in August 1795, where two Tides 
4 men are charged with having seduced the Mate of a Ship bound 
5 Jamaica, to break open two Cases of Nankeens and Callicoes 
5 which was done with the assistance of a notorious Receiver, vb 
h | purchased, at a very under price, 200 whole Pieces,-—The produce 
5 was equally divided among four persons concerned in this Felory- 


ments 
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ments which extend to nearly Four Millions sterling 

a year, where numerous Packages are conveyed, 

through such a variety of points of danger, to above 

370 different Vessels ; it is not to be supposed from 

© the instances which have already been stated of the 
Pillage of Dry Goods, and other Merchandize in 

the course of exportation, that a Commerce so ex- 

tended can escape its share of the general loss. To 

what extent it has already gone, it is impossible even 

to hazard a conjecture, —lt is sufficiently obvious, 

| WE that Systems have been formed by Delinquents hos- 
dic to this species of Property, and that antidotes 


are necessary for the purpose of eradicating, or at 
0 least checking the evil, before it operates as a serious 
e burden upon the Trade. 

8 — 

1 DEPREDATIONS 

he ON 

„ ALL THE OTHER BRANCHES OF TRADE 

v- TO AND FROM THE PORT OF LONDON. 


J. Burris ConTinexTAL CoLoxigs IN NorTH 
AMERICA, 

Tis Commerce employed 68 Ships in the year 
ending the 5th of January 1798, and its Exports 
and Imports amounted to 1,038, 144]. Sterling, viz, 

Imports . . 290,894 
Exports. « » 1,347,250 


Total. . £-1,038,144 
12 It 
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It comprises the Trade carried on to Hudson's- 
Bay Nova-Scotia, New Brunswick, St. John's 
Island, Cape Briton, Newfoundland, and Upper and 
Lower Canada.—The articles imported are chiefly 
confined to fine Furs, Skins, Peltry, Fish, Oil and 
Timber, and occasionally some Corn. 

The Furs, particularly in the Quebeck Ships, are 
known to have been an object of Plunder to a con- 
siderable extent. —Their great value has excited the 
attention of those classes of Delinquents who are 
generally the Purchasers.—It is a curious circum- 
Stance that among the Jews, almost the only Manu- 
facture which is carried on is that of Fine Hats.— 
The materials they generally purchase at a cheap 
rate, and some of them are said to be upon the watch 
when the Quebeck and Hudson's Bay Ships arrive, 
and cager in their solicitations with those who have 
access to obtain this species of Plunder. & discovery 
was made in 1798, of Pillage in a Quebeck Ship to the 
extent of 400l. in Furs; and wherever Lumpers 
are introduced, without proper controul, it cannot 
fail to be extensive. So sensible have some Ship- 
Owners been of the hazard to which they were 
exposed, that they solicited the assistance of the 
Marine Police, and /rained Cons/ables have guarded 
both the Ships and Lighters. The ready means df 
disposing of ne Furs, renders this article, from its 
portable nature and great value, extremely subject 
to Plunder, and although it is not possible to be 
accurate as to the amount of the annual losses Sus 
tained in this branch of Commerce by Pillage, ye 

1 t 
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it is to be considered, that Skins, Corn, Fish, and Oil, 
are also known to be plundered to a great extent; and 
that Timber, unlikely as it may appear, is an article 

- upon which great Depredations are committed. 
The Exports to the British Colonies, (also an object 
of Plunder, ) amount to 1,347, 250l. a year - contain- 
ed in many Packages, and exceedingly exposed in 
their transit to the Ships, and afterwards. () So 
that upon the whole it may not be unreasonable to 
suppose, that the annual aggregate Loss to the Re- 
venue, and the Individuals, by Plunder in this branch 
of Trade may extend to Ten Thousand Pounds a 
Year. 


II. Arrtcan TRADE: INCLUDING THE Capt op 
Goop Hopes. 


Tux Commerce of Africa is limited to a few 
Ships—11 entered, and 24 cleared out from the 
Port of London, in the year ending 5th January, 
1708.—The value, however, of Goods exported is 


/) When it is considered how practicable it has been to commit 
Robberies on Commercial Property, and how difficult it is to 
detect the Culprits, it is even a matter of wonder that so many 
Specific facts have come to light; among others it has been stated 
on credible authority, and upon oath, that in March 1795, the 
Mate of a vessel, outward-bound to Newfoundland, with the two 
Tidesmen then on board, stole a large Bale of Woollen Stockings, 
which was bought and landed by a notorious Receiver, and the 
Purchaze-money divided among the three Delinquents. 


considerable. 
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considerable. With respect to the Trade of the 
Cape of Good Hope,(g)it is yet in its infancy. It can 
only be said to employ about six Ships. The ag- 
gregate Exports and Imports, however, to and from 
all parts of Africa, appearing to amount to more 
than Half a Million a year, viz. 531, 446l.—u may, 
perhaps, not be too much to suppose the annual 
loss by Pillage and Frauds upon the Revenue and In- 
dividuals in this branch of Trade, surrounded as it 
is in common with others by criminal Dclinquents, 
may amount to 2, 500l. a year. 


III. SouTyutEkn AND NorTHERN WHALE FISHERY, 


Tus Trade employs 45 Ships out of the Port of 
London, viz. 29 in the Southern, and 16 in the 
Northern or Greenland Fishery ; the Trade 1s con- 
fined solely towhat is imported, which consists of Blub- 
ber, Oil, Whale Fins, and some Seal Skins. The total 
value is stated to amount to 314,8311. for the year 
ending the 5th of January 1708.—The Oil being 
a bulky article, is of course conſiderably expoſed in 
its various transits, and partaking of the nature df 


(g) It is ascertained on credible authority, that in March 1795 
a large quantity of Long Pepper was stolen from a Ship from the 2 
Cape of Good Hope, by the Mate and Officers in a Ship from Lo- : 
bon, which then lay along side, assisted by a notorious and well. 
known Receiver, who conveyed it on shore. The whole ws 
handed to him out of the Cabin Windows of the Lisbon Vessel, 
where it had been previously deposited, and concealed until dark. 


Liquors, 
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Liquors, with respect to the ease with which quan- 

tities can be drawn off, and the facility with which it 
can be sold, it may possibly not be too much to sup- 

pose, that 2000l. a year may be the amount of the | 
loss to the Revenue and Individual, by Pillage, where 

the scale of the Trade is $0 extensive, and where 

Exportation forms no part of the value. 


IV. Trare wiTH THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA, 


Tux Trade of the United States of America em- 
& ploys about 140 Ships, all of which are Foreign. 
. WW The Imports consist of Tobacco, Rice, Cotton, In- 
digo, Corn, Oil, Skins, Naval Stores, and various 


1 8 n 
$ West-India productions to the amount of 1,517, 3860. 
i The Exports in British and Foreign Merchandise are 
; estimated at 3,898,804/. for the year ending the 
1 5th of January 1798. 
0 Tobacco (I) is an article excecdingly coveted by 
the Lower Orders of the People, and notwithstand- 
. ing the excellent Regulations of Government, with 
F respect to this article, the detection and conviction 
% It appears from the evidence of a person well informed upen 
79h the subject of the Pillage of Tobacco, that considerable quantities 
Us are sent on shore in the Officers“ Boxes. The pretence made use of 
Lo- is, that the Key is lost, and that the Box is sent on shore for the pur- 
well. dose of getting a new one to fit it. Considerable Robberies have 
* been recently detected by the Officers of the Marine Police. i} 
ID) ” 
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of Offenders prove, that the Pillage is still very con. 
siderable, and indeed, when the corrupt conduct of 
not a few of the Revenue Officers is taken into con- 
sideration, it is not unnatural to suppose, that the 
practices which had been found to prevail, in 80 
great a degree, on board of West-India Ships (before 
an antidote was applied) extend also to those from the 
American States, since their Cargoes are not seldom 
composed at least partly of Sugar, Coffee, Cocoa, and 
other valuable West-India Produce, as well as the 
natural Productions of these States; all of which 
being of a nature, calculated to excite the attention 
of River Thieves, must consequently suffer in com- 
mon with other branches of Trade; nor can it be 
fairly argued, that the security is increased by the 
means which the American Traders have of discharg- 
ing their Vessels with their Ships' Crews, since 
- abundance of proofs can be adduced, arising from 
actual and recent detections of their being nearly 
as eager for Plunder as the Lumpers, and equally 
open to seduction as the Mates and Crews c 
the British Ships. Indecd, it has appeared in 
several instances in judicial Investigations, that the 
Plunder of American Ships, by their own Crews, 
assisted, no doubt, by Revenue Officers, has been 
very excessive, especially when the Cargoes hae 
been composed of West-India Articles. 
The Copemen, as they are called, or in otber 


words, the Receivers in the vicinity of the River, 
ark 
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are introduced through the medium of Game Re- 
venue Officers, as often as they are placed on board 
of American Ships, who haye eyen found means ta 
seduce some of the Captains themselves to consent 
to permit, and to share in the general Pillage which 
takes place by means of such Criminal Conſe- 
deracies. 

When it is recollected, that to the same Indivi- 
duals who have associated with Receivers and others, 
ſor the purpose of pillaging the homeward-bound 
Cargoes, the Merchandise exported is equally open 
to Depredation, and when it is clearly ascertained, 
that Packages have been opened by the connivance 
of Revenue Officers, and either wholly empticd of 
their contents, or pieces of valuable Muslins, Silk, 
and other Goods abstracted ; and when in addition 


to this, complaints are constantly made of the defi- 


ciency of Goods exported, where the Furnishers or 
the Exporters are subject to considerable losses, the 
extent of which from the diffused state of the Com- 
merce, and the immense scale upon which it is car- 
riec on, cannot be ascertained; it is not unfair to 
presume (combining the losses by Pillage, Embez- 
Zement and Frauds, () on the whole Imports and 
Exports from the Port of London to the American 
States, amounting in all to 5,416,250“. sterling,) 


{-) Considerable Frauds on the Revenue have been committed, 


landing Tobacco in secluded parts of the River, after it has 
been shipped for Exportation, 


that 
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that the whole loss to the Revenue and the Indivi- 
duals, may amount, on so extensive a scale of Com- 
merce, under the peculiar circumstanccs which have 
been explained, to Thirty Thousand Pounds a year ! 


V. TaapE To AND FROM THE MEDITERRANEAN 


AND Turkey. 


NoTw1THSTANDING the impediments which stood 
in the way of the Trade to the Mediterranean aud 
Turkey, it employed 72 Ships and Vessels from the 
Port of London, for the year ending the 5th of Ja- 
nuary 1798. The Imports amounted to 390,794/, 
and the Exports to 118,914/.—Both together exceed. 
ing Half a Million sterling. 

The general Warfare on every species of Pro- 
perty, which moves upon the River Thames, sub- 
jects Goods, imported from the Mediterranean, to 
their sbare of the loss arising from the extended Sys- 
tem of Pillage, which prevails both in the Ships and 
the Lighters, and also on the Quays and Landing- 
places. During the transit from the Ship's hold to 
the Warchouses of the Importers, the Plunder, on 
many occasions, is very considerable; but in this 
particular Trade the Pillage of the outward-bound 
Cargoes may perhaps be even more extensive, since 
East-India and other Foreign Articles exported to 
the Streights are known to have been subject to very 
great Nepredations, particularly the article of Pepper, 


which is said to have gone to a length scarcely to be 
credited, 
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credited. A specific instance has been stated to the 
Author, upon which he can fully rely, of a Ship out- 
ward bound to Leghorn, where excessive Plunder 
took place, both by day and by night. | 
Upon this branch of Commerce, therefore, the 
evidence of the injuries sustained by the Revenue and 
the Individuals, scem to warrant an opinion, that 
they may fairly be estimated at Seven Thousand 
Pounds a year 10 | 


VI. TgaapE with SPAIN, 


To the enlightened Policy of Government are we 
indebted for the very considerable Trade which is 
carried on between the Port of London and Spain, 
as well as other Powers with whom this Country is 
at present at War. It is by such wise arrangements, 
that raw Materials ase procured for our Manufac- 
tories, and the Produce of the National Industry ex- 
ported even to the Enemy. 

The Exports and Imports to and from Spain and 
the Port of London, approached nearly to a Million 


% In June 1795, according to the evidence of a person, who dis- 
closed many Felonies and Frauds, which came under his own inspec. 
tion, the Mate and Tidesman, on board a Vessel bound to Naples, 
in conjunction with a Waterman, a notorious Receiver, unshipped as 
much Pepper from the Cargo as produced 1001. besides a quantity of 
printed Goods stolen from a Pachage on board. An average Loss 
was made of the whole at Naples, including some damage sustained 
by the Ship on the Voyage; and the Underwriters were saddled 
wich the Loss. 


sterling, 
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sterling, () for the year ending the 5th of January 
1798, and from the nature of the Commercial Arti. 
cles, which compose this Trade, joined to specific 
evidence of Pillage, there are strong grounds to be- 
lieve, that it has been equal at least to other branches, 
Spanish Wool has been stated to be an article much 
zuhject to Depredation, not only from its great value 
rendering it desirable, but from the ease with which 
it can be carried on shore without suspicion. 

It has appeared in evidence, that it is not an un- 
usual practice with Revenue Officers to fill their 
Mattresses with fine Spanish Wool, and to send them 
on shore with all the appearance of a regular routine 
of Duty in moving from one Ship to another. An 
Officer, since dismissed for getting drunk, received 
15/. for his share of Plunder obtained in this way. 
It may be naturally supposed, that it was equally pro- 
3 ductive to the others, and that the Ships' Crews and 
4 Labourers shared in the Booty. 

Brandies also have suffered by the operation of the 
iger, and the facilities afforded by the Skins, and 
| Bladders with Nozles, furnished by the Copemen or 
1 ö Receivers, who arc ever ready to offer not only 
4 their own assistance, but also the assistance of the 
| instruments they provide, for the purpose of carrying 
into eftect, the nefarious designs they are constantiy 
forining against Commercial Property. 
Taking all circumstances into consideration, it 


2 


N 


4 
5 
; 
* 
1 
47 
n * 
1 
; 


l 
} 
* 
1 
1 
di 
{ 
! 
4 
i 


Ear = 0 ww > - — ooo RO 8 * — 
FS ao = — * p 1 2 * 


— —_ 
* af » (v4 
= 4 


may not be unſuir to estimate the Frauds and De- 


[4 2) Vide Chapter I. page 37, . 
| | predation, 
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predations, on the Cargoes of 121 Ships in this Trade, 
including Imports and Exports, at Ten Thousand 


Pounds annually. 


VII. TaapE WITH FRANCE AND AUSTRIAN 
FLANDERS. 


Tus Trade to and from these Countries, notwith- 
standing the War, extended in Exports to 978, 038“. 
and Imports 36, 9790. for the year ending the 5th of 
January 1798.0) The whole is somewhat better 
than a Million sterling. The articles exported 
chiefly consisted of Tobacco, and Eust and West- 
India Goods. There are strong grounds to believe, 
that the Plunder, especially where Game Officers 
were on board, must have been considerable. Re- 
flecting on the nature of the Articles, and the value, 
it may not be too much upon the whole to esti- 
mate the annual Frauds and Plunder, on the home- 
ward and outward-bound Cargocs of 122 Ships in 
this Trade, at Ten T howsand Pounds, 


VIII. Pears wirn PorRTUGAL. 


Tur Imports and Exports to Portugal, tor the year 


8 . 
y ending the 5th of January 1798, amounted to 
t5,227/, and employed 180 Ships. For the reasons 
it 3 5 
4 See General View, page 25, and also page 37. 
E- 
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of Gin having been plundered in the course of a dis 


Ten Thousand Pounds a year. 
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already assigned, the Plunder upon the outward 
and homeward-bound Cargoes, which, in point of 
value are nearly equal, may be estimated at 80000 
a year. 


IX. Traps wiIrn HoLLAND. 


4 

"4 
1 
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ALrnoven the War has abridged the Trade to 
the United Provinces very considerably, yet from 
the wise measures of State which have been pursued, 
it employed 329 Ships, and amounts to 2, 211, 360. 
in the course of the year, ending the 5th of Ja- 
nuary 1798, 

The Imports, which amounted to 673, 2411. con. 
sisting of Grain, Seeds, Dye-Stuffs, Cheese and 
other Provisions, must, from the nature of the art- 
cles, have been subject to a good deal of Plunder, 
While the Exports, composed of Tobacco, Coffee, 
Cocoa, Sugar, and other West-India Goods, far 
the reasons already assigned, could not fail to hare 


suffered in an equal proportion; Brandy and Gin 
in particular, have been always subject to much Pi. 
lage. An instance can be adduced of 1000 Gallons 


charge from a single Ship; so that it may reason- 
ably be concluded, that the aggregate Frauds and 
Plunder, in so large a value, could not be less tha 


X. TRAD. 
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X. Traps wiry GERMANY. 


Tas situation of Holland has contributed, in an 
.eminent degree, to extend the Trade chiefly between | 
Hamburgh and London, which had risen in the year 
ending the 5th of January 1798, to the unexampled 
height of 10,672,271/. Imports and Exports, in 
which Commerce, 63 British and 172 Foreign Ves- 
sels were employed. 

The Goods imported amounted to 2,658, ort 

And the Exports of British Manufacture . 1,621,142 


The Remainder was composed of East and 
West-India Goods, &&. . . » « . 6,393,118 


14 Total . . . . 10, 672,27 


Both Imports and Exports, but particularly the 
Last and West India Produce, have been proved to 
have been subject to excessive Pillage. Instances 


for 

2 have been stated, of the Plunder of raw, and even 
vn reſined Sugars, to a very great extent, together with 
1. Coftce, Cocoa, Pimento, and other articles, —an 
J1s abuse and defalcation to be expected, not only from 
1 the vast Exportation that took place, but ſrom the 
1 crouded state of the Wharſs, and the hurry and con- 
of fusion which attended the Exportations in the whole 
1al of their progress, from the Warchouses to the Quays 


and Lighters, and from thence to the holds of the 
Ships, in all which stages, from the numerous class 


A Delinquents, which surrounded this Property, (and 
\DE | 2 
6 which 
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which indeed, surrounds all Commercial Property in 
its various transits,) it is natural to suppose, that the 
Pillage must have been considerable, and it appears 
from a variety of facts, that in some instances it was 
carried to a very great extent, both with, and without 
the connivance of, the Mates and Revenue Officers, It 
would scem also, that their mischievous auxiliaries 
the Receivers, are equally alert in seducing persons 
having trusts in this Trade, as in that of the East 
and West-Indies. Its scale is now become so im- 
mense, and the articles which compose both the 
homeward and outward Cargoes are so easily dis- 
posed of, that it is scarcely to be wondered, that in this 
extensive branch of Trade conspiracies should be 
formed for the purpose of carrying on systematic De- 
predations, both upon the Commerce and Revenue of 
the Port, which are the more casily effected, as the Ves- 
sels in this line of Commerce have never been attended 
to, in the same manner as the East-India and Colonial 
Ships, and still, although the resource for Plunder has 
now become almost as great as in West-India Ships, 
they are not yet placed under the care of the Po- 
lice. —That Jiggers, Skins, and Bladders with Nozles, 
are employed in drawing off large quantities of Gin 


and Brandy, when such articles compose the Car- 
goes, cannot be doubted, while every other article 


is subject, more or less, to the influence and effect 
of this nefarious System; especially since the vigi- 
lance of the Marine Police, in shutting out all 


means of obtaining Plunder in West-India Ships, 
has 
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has had the effect to increase the Depredations in 
the Hamburgh, and other Outward-bound Vessels, 
with West-India Produce, where it frequently hap- 
pens, when opportunities do not offer for. landing the 
Pillage, previous to the Ship's leaving the Pool, or on 
the way down, that means are found of carrying it 
to a place of safety, on reaching Gravesend. 

From an important recent investigation it appears, 
that 1200 pieces of Bandana Handkerchiefs and six 
cases of Playing Cards, were, by the connivance of 
the Captain, and Revenue Officers, landed, from a 
Vessel bound to Embden, in April 1795, —In May 
following, 1500 pieces of Bandanas and seven 
cases of Play ing Cards, were landed from another 
Vessel bound to the same Port; and in the month 


‚ of June in the same year, 1200 pieces of Bandanas 
; and six cases of Cards were unshipped, by the con- 
l nivance of the Mate and Officers, from: a Vessel 
l bound to Hamburgh. The same persons broke 
s open a case of Hardware, a part of the Cargo, and 
; | <tole 150 silver-mounted Snuff Boxes. 

. Considering therefore, the magnitude of this Trade, 
s and the immense scale upon which it is carried 
n on, with all the other circumstances tending to 
- mercase the risque of Plunder, which has been al- 
le ready detailed, it may reasonably be concluded, that 


the Depredations, and loss of Revenue, upon so 
extensive a Property, circulating under such dis- 
acyantageous circumstances without Protection, 


R and 
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and inveloped in danger, cannot be less than 
Twenty-five Thousand Pounds a year. 


XI. TnapE wirn PrUsSSTA. 


Tus Trade employed 608 Ships, for the year 
ending the 5th of January 1798, whereof 527 were 
Foreign, and 81 Britisch. The Imports consis 
chiefly of Timber from Memel, and some Cor, 
amounting to 220,827/., The Exports consist of 
British Merchandise or Manufactures L. 58, 330 
and Colonial and .East-India Goods 153,320 


—— ͤ ͤ—ůH—w—. 


Total . L. 211,602 


Strange as it may appear, it has been already ob- 
served, that even the unwieldy article of Timber 
is subject to considerable Depredations. A singt 
Commercial House in this Trade estimate their at- 
nual loss by Plunder at 300“. which is found to be 
not more than sufficient to cover the deficiency 
which is discovered, when the annual Inventory 
taken. Such is the scale, upon which this immens 
Trade, in a coarse article, is carried on, that the Pl. 
lage of four or five Logs from each Cargo, while er 
posed in Rafts in the River, would amount to Te 
Thousand pounds: but upon the whole Imports and 
Exports, together making an aggregate of 432,400 
although it is known that many of the West-lndi 
2 Articis5 


RIVER POLICE. 131 


Articles, which form the chief value of the ship- 
ments from the Port of London, are much exposed 
to Depredation, the total Loss sustained by Frauds 
on the Revenue, and by acts of Delinquency, is 
estimated only at Ten Thousand Pounds a year. 


X. TraDE with PoLAND, 


The extent of this Trade depends much on the 
demand for the article of Grain. In the year ending 
the 5th of January, 1798, it employed only 69 
Ships. The imports consisting chiefly of Corn and 
Linens, were valued at £.207,477 ; while the exports 
only amounted to £.35,468.—Total £.242,945. 

In the general system of Pillage, which has per- 
vaded the River Thames, Grain, of all kinds has 
suffered by Depredations, in common with other 
articles ; not only by the numerous Labourers in this 
branch, who are known to have carried the Pillage 
to a great extent, but also by River Plunderers, in 


general, who steal Bags of this article from Lighters, 


as often as opportunities occur. 
In the detail of Depredations, recently given 
by a person, who disclosed a variety of specific 
Acts of Pillage, it appears, that in August, 1797, a 
Vessel arrived in the River, from the East Country 
th Wheat. The Tide Officers are charged with 
having seduced the Master and Mate, who were 
Foreigners, in consequence of which, 30 quarters of 
Yheat were unshipped, and sold at 20s. to a Re- 
k 2 ceiver 
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ceiver at Rotherhithe, while the remainder sold fr 
31. The produce of the Corn was equally divided 
between the Officers, Master and Mate. 

The aggregate average loss, therefore, by Frauk 
and Plunder, on Goods imported from, and exporte( 
to Poland, may be estimated at He Thousau 


Pounds a Year. 


XI. TnapE wir SWEDEN. 


The importations from Sweden, for the year ending 
the 5th of January 1798, amounted to 152,70 
And the exports of British Manufactures 73,700 
And Colonial and other Foreign Articles 95,52 


Total. . £.322,00 


The importations consist chiefly of Iron and Deal 
both which articles are subject to much Plunde: 
The Trade is chiefly carried on in Swedish Ships 
there being only nine British, out of 109, employed 
Considering the portable nature both of Deals and 
Iron, and the peculiar circumstances applicable! 
this Trade, it may not be too much to estimate th 
loss of the Revenue, and the Individuals, at £.300 


per annum. 
XII. TRADE with DEXMARK AND Nonwar. 


The importations from these Countries are bulky 


and do not amount to a large sum: but the expo# 
2 tion 


4 


11d 
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tions Are very extensive ; for the year ending the 
5th of January 1798, they stood thus :— 


Importations in 8 British and 194 Foreign Ships . £-94,82 
Exportations in Britich Manufactures . . . . 218,89 
« + + In Foreign or Colonial Articles . 492,198 


Total . £.805,903 


The importations, consisting chiefly of inferior 
Timber, Deals and Naval Stores, are in the same 
Situation with similar articles with respect to Plunder ; 
and the Goodsexported, are equally exposed to Frauds; 
though, perhaps, not so much to Depredations.— 
Upon the whole, considering the nature and extent 
of the Trade, the losses to the Revenue and Indivi- 
duals, may be estimated at about Hive Thousand 
Pounds a year, 


XIII. Traps wrrn Russ1A. 


The Trade to and from Russia, has been rapidly 
mcreasing, and is now very extensive. In the year 


ending the 5th of January 1798, it employed 225 
British and five Foreign Vessels; 


The Imports, consisting of Linens, Hemp, 

Tallow, Iron, Deals, &c. &c. amounted a 4 -1,565,118 
The Exports in Britich Manufactures . . ._ 178,303 
in Foreign Articles, 8 


Colonial produce 27 3-504 


Total . , . 2,01 775225 
_— 


to assist in taking in the Cargoes, and to the crimi- 
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The importations from Russia, have been certaiuly 
Subject to much Plunder ; particularly Hemp, Tal. 
low, and Iron, of which, abundance of proofs haye 
been adduced, not only in this Work; but also in 
various judicial proceedings against Offenders. In 
the exports too, there is considerable Pillage in con- 
sequence of the necessity of resorting to Lumper, 


nal agency of Revenue and Ships' Officers. The 
extent of the whole loss to the Revenue and the ln. 
dividual, may be equal to 20,0001. a year. 


XIV. Tnapk wirn GUERNSEY, JERSEY, ALDERNEY, 
AND ISLE or Max. 


The importations from these Islands, consis 
chiefly of Brandy, Geneva and Wines, &c. For 
the year ending the 5th of January 1798, the Trade 
Stood thus, 


Amount of Importations in 42 British and 0 
4 Foreign Vessclss . Ce Y 
Exportations in Britich Manufactures . 20659 
in Colonial and other Articles . 62,622 


— —— 


Total . . C. 302. 


From the nature of the importations :—from the 
habit of many of the persons who navigate these 
Vessels; and from their connection, with various 
classes of people, hostile to the interest of the He- 


venue, and to the security of Commercial Proper) 
there 


18! 
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there are strong grounds to suspect, that there must 
be considerable Pillage of Liquors previous to the 
discharge. 

In July 1797, ne to the information of a 
person upon oath, taken in consequence of a judicial 
inquiry,) a Vessel arrived in the River from Guernsey, 
laden with Brandy. Five Revenue Officers were 
placed on board of her, who, in conjunction with 
the Mate, concerted a plan for the purpose of plun- 
dering the Cargo. In one night they drew off 30 
skins full ; but they were detected in the fact by 
the acting Surveyor, who scized the whole. 

The circumstance, however, of their discharging 
at the Wharfs, may possibly prevent much of the 
Plunder which might otherwise take place ; and 
therefore, the extent of the loss to the Revenue and 
the Individual, is estimated at 20001, a year. 


XV. TaapE with IRELAND. 


This Trade employed 273 British and three Irish 
Vessels, including their repeated Voyages, for the 
year ending the 5th of January 1798. 


The Imports in that year amounted to . £.1,878,97t 


And the Exports in British 
212,958 
Manufactures . . F &-213-95 


SW -Þ o A . in 3 India 
06 
and Colonial Goods, &c. ray 4451995 
659,923 
Total. £-2,538,894 


The 
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The Importations from Ireland, consist chiefly of 
Bales and Boxes of Linens; also Provisions, com- 
prising Beef and Pork, contained in a great number 
of Tierces and Barrels, and a vast number of Casks, 
Tubs and Firkins of Butter, to which may be added 
Raw Hides, and a few other Articles. 

Above two-thirds of the Exports are composed of 
Sugar, Rum, Tobacco, and other West-India and 
American Articles; and Teas, Spices, and Eaxt- 
India Goods :—the remaining one-third is com- 
posed of Britisb Manufactures, 

Both the Imports and Exports of Ireland, from the 
very great number of Packages ;—their portable 
nature, and the ready means of obtaining purchasers 
for whatever is stolen, must- share the fate of other 
Commercial Articles, while surrounded by so much 
danger: and in the transit of such a variety of 
Packages, where the aggregate value appears to ex- 
ceed Two Millions and a Half, in the course of a 
year, it may not be unreasonable to suppose, that 
the Frauds and Pillage may amount to Five Tlan— 
Sand Pounds a year : —especially when it is consider- 
ed, that upon such an extensive Scale of Commerce, 
in so many hands, an apparently inconsiderable Pi- 
lage, which at the moment scarcely attracts notice, 
or is perhaps, not discovered at all, amounts in is 
total to a very large sum, 1 


XVI. Trap 
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XVI. Traps wiTH THE OuT-PorTs, or GREAT 
BRITAIN; DENOMINATED THE COASTING TRADE. 


The Commerce carried on between the River 
Thames and the Out-Ports, is extremely erte 
it employs the following Vessels, vis. 


Vessels. Voyages 

a Year- 
To 6o Ports in England 496 who make. 5692 
To 7 Ports in Wales 32 ditto  ./ '- | 124 


To 15 Ports in Scotland 97 ditto , . 684 


— — — — — 


Total 82 625 (o) oo 


The aggregate of these repeated Voyages, at the 
average of 86 Tons to each Vessel, amounts to 
560,000 Tons, and the Merchandise, &c. which is 
Imported and Exported, (2) is estimated as follows, 


— 
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Total. 6,600, obo 


As however no aid is derived in this instance from 
the Revenue calculations, the amount which is now 
Stated, is estimated upon a general view of the Ton- 
nage, and an examination of the nature and value of 
ine Articles imported and exported. In both in- 


2 See pages 10 and 11, detailing the Coasting Trade between 


London and all the Ports in Great Britain. 


(-) Vide General View of the Trade, pages 22, 23. 
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stances, much valuable Merchandise is conveyed 
Coastwise, and a considerable proportion of the Grain 
and Malt consumed in the Metropolis, is conveyed 
in these Vessels.(p) Under such circumstances the 
calculation of the aggregate value will probably be 
considered as not over-strained ; for, although it cer- 
tainly is not possible, without official documents, to 
ascertain theamounteven with any degree of accuracy, 
it is clear to demonstration, that it must be immense; 
and equally obvious that from the nature of many of 
the Articles, the Pillage must also be very extensive, 
even without ascertaining precisely whether any loss 
has been sustained or not. 

Corx.,—The article of Grain, in particular, has 
been proved in numerous instances to be subject to 
excessive Plunder. The system of Sampling, and the 
assumed perquisite of Sweepings, have tended in an 
eminent degree to generate this Pillage and to pro- 
mote its increase. Almost every Labourer in the 
Corn Vessels and Craft, considers himself intitled toa 
certain quantity under the pretence of Sweepings, 
or old Samples. The apparent trifle each obtains 
thus unlawfully, although not missed or accounted 
for, but attributed to shrinkage or mistakes originally 
in the measurements, amounts in the aggregate to s 
large value in the course of a year. 

Instances bave occurred where Corn Porters have 


(% The Grain, Malt and Flour alone, which arrives Coastwise 
in the River Thames, even in cheap years, must amount to newly 
Three Millions sterling. 

| themselves 


ves 
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themselves become considerable Dealers, by con- 
fining their purchases principally to the Pillage of 
their associates; and men who have long supported 
the best character in the opinion of their masters, 
have been detected in these practices. 

The barrier of moral rectitude once broken down, 
the mind becomes reconciled by degrees to look 
even with satisfaction on actions that gratify their 
avarice, which at firſt they could not have endured. 
The want of an adequate Police upon the River, 
calculated to compass all objects, has tended greatly 
to the increase of the depredations upon Corn, and 
the security which offenders of all descriptions 
have experienced, has produced in this, as well as 
every other article, a rapid increase of crimes. 

The transition from innocence to acts of turpi- 
tude, where great temptations are in the way of 
men in needy circumstances, 1s easy and obvious.— 
An indulgent Master, at first, grants the privilege of 
a few samples or a trifling quantity of foul Corn, on the 
olicitation of an industrious servant, under the pre- 
tence of feeding a pig, or a few poultry, The request is 
again repeated with equal success. The stock of 
poultry or pigs is increased, and additional quantities 
of grain become necessary. The indulgenee of the 
Master in a few instances, is, at length, construed 
into a sanction to appropriate Sweepings of foul 


Grain. These Sweepings are presently increased by 


previous concert among the Labourers. Corn 
becomes ſoul, which might have been preserved in 
a clean 
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a clean and Merchantable state, because the covet- 
ous disposition of the Labourers has increased. 
At length, they become Dealers in a little way, and 
their Customers must be supplied. The habit of 
abstracting a little, reconciles the mind by degrees 
to larger quantities; till at length, superior Grain is 
pillaged to a considerable extent under circumstances 
where discoveries become extremely difficult, and 
where the Trade is conducted on a large scale, 
not the least suspicion is entertained, that any 
thing is going forward, until, perhaps, a La- 
bourcr, who had heretofore been considered as a 
faithful servant, is, to the astonishment of his 
Master, discovered to be a great Receiver, and a 
considerable Dealer. These observations are founded 
on occurrences which have come under the cogni- 
zance of Magistrates, who have felt it their duty to 
1 penetrate into the nature and causes of an evil, 
* which, if not speedily checked, will rise to an 
5 alarming and pernicious height. 

But this is not the only mode practised in commit- 
; ting depredations on the Corn Trade. Grain is frequent- 
12 ly open while in Craft to the ravages of River Pirates 
; E. and Night Plunderers. The portable nature of the 
1 Sacks, and the ease with which they can frequently 
Ts be removed from the Corn-Barge to Boats employed 
by River Thieves, joined to the facilities afforded 
by numerous Receivers, contribute in no small 
degree to the increase of this evil. 


In addition, however, to the article of Corn, no 
doubt 
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doubt can be entertained, since the moral principle 
has become so excecdingly relaxed among all classes 
of Aquatic Labourers, that the pillage in other 
articles conveyed Coastwise, must be very consider- 
able during the operation of Landing, Removing, 
and Depositing the immense number of articles 
which are imported, and the Cartage and Shipping 
of a great variety, often of valuable Goods, which 
are exported. 

Whatever check honest Revenue Officers may 
have on Depredations, this cannot apply to the 
Coasting Trade: which, therefore, affords a freer 
scope to those who have the n to pillage 
and embezzle Cargoes. | 

Considering then all the circumstances of this 
case—the incredible number of Aquatic Carrier 
the evil examples before them the immense value 
of property in transit; and the various opportuni- 
ties which occur, to commit depredations without 
the risque of detection—the aggregate value of the 
plunder on the Coasting Trade, may be estimated at 
Twwenty Thousand Pounds a year. 


XVII. Coar Traps To THE PokT or LoxDGN. 


Ir has been already stated“ that the Coal Trade 
employs on an average about 418 Ships and Vessels, 
which make 3,676 voyages in the course of a year.” 
That about 2,196 Coal Barges, averaging 33 Tons, 
are employed in the discharge of these Vessels, 

melking an aggregate of 7 1,903 Tons.” © That each 
| Collier, 
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Collier, on an average, requires about 13 Barges. 
That 1,170 of these Craft are frequently laden with 
Coals at one time, while nearly as many are used as 
Floating Warehouses, above and below Bridge, 
waiting the calls of the Consumers, who require a 
monthly supply of 300 Cargoes of 220 Chaldrons 
each,” That the monthly supply, being, therefore, 
66,000 Chaldrons, it is not unlikely that about 
50,000 Chaldrons, (with the exception of times of 
scarcity as at present,) remain exposed to depreda- 
tions on the River all the year round. (p) Indeed, 
it has clearly been ascertained, that the plunder of 
Coals is excessive, and committed in various ways.— 
First, in the Ships during the discharge, through 
the medium of the Coal-heavers, where the property 
of the Owners, and the Public Revenue, suffer 
very considerably: sometimes by the connivance, 
and even (as has appeared in evidence, ) the consent 
of the Masters and Mates of Colliers, in order to 
procure the advantage of additional labour, which 
ought to have been paid for in money; but, more 
frequently, from the thieving disposition and auda- 
cious conduct of the Coal-heavers, who being more 
powerful than the Ship's Crew, have been accustomed 
in many instances, to remove such Coals as remained 
on Deck by force: Nay, to such a height had 
these nefarious practices gone, previous to the estab- 
lishment of the Marine Police, that a kind of 


(p) Vide Chapter I, pages 26 and 27. 
Public 
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Public Market was held at Execution Dock, for the 
Sale of Coals obtained in this way. 

The mischieyous privilege granted to the Meter, 
and the Meter's man, of a certain quantity of Coals 
for their private use, while it robs the Proprietor and 
the Revenue (92) of a considerable sum of money 
annually, (r) establishes a precedent, which is preg- 
nant with evils of the greatest magnitude, as it fur- 
niches an excuse for the like illegal indulgence to 
the Coal-heavers, and generates that disposition to 
pilfer, which has been found to be so predominant 


) The average cost of Coals free on Board 
at Newcastle, is averaged allt. ; L-012 7 


The Freight to London, Light Money and Charges 5 Sa 
taken on an average 

The Duty, gs. per Chaldron ; Charges of Entry, 
3d. per Chaldron.* .'  . © « » ; 9 3 


ding Metage, 3d. Coal-heavers, 18. 6d. 
Factors“ Commission, 4d. per Chaldron . 
%%% ( ee = 22 
The expence from the Lighters to the Housce , , 0 4 g 


Total . . 2 0 6 


= 


The expence of the Delivery into Lighters, 4 
O 


(r) Supposing the Meters and Meters“ men, (about go in num- 
ber,) to receive only 5 Bushels each, as their privilege in every 
Cargo, on an average, the whole would amount to 1,020 Chaldron. 

Loss to the Proprietors, at least 208. 
fer Chaldron, including freight 6 
Loss to the Revenue, gs. per Chaldron . . . 459 © © 


Tel , . 12479 © © 


* The Total Revenue paid for Coals by the consumers in the 


Metropolis is above C. 360,000 a year. 
among 
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among this very depraved, but useful, and frequently 
ill- used class of men; whose earnings, if they were 
provident, and a striet line of rectitude were pursued 
by all their Employers, might speedily place them in 
very independent situations; since it appears, that 
their labour, which is tolerably constant, produces 
from 7s. to 18s. a day, and some few instances have 
occurred, of its extending even to 27s. for the 
labour of fourteen hours, 

Notwithstanding these apparent large carnings of 
Coal-hcavers, it is a curious and interesting fact, 
that a very considerable proportion of these hard- 
working men, eyen since the late advance of the 
price of their labour, do not on the average of the 
year, carry home more than 15s. a week for the 


support of their families. The Coal Undertakers, 
about eighteen in number, who are their employers, 


are either themselves Publicans, or depute persons 
who keep Ale-houscs to act for them ; for which 
labour, instead of paying money, they AN - 
receive a premium. 

The Coal-heavers, (in number about 800,) are 
of course, wholly in the power of about twenty-four 
Publicans, who (with the exception of a very few 
of the more reputable ones,) prefer those who drink 
most liquor; and it is calculated, that they consume 
in Porter and Gin more than one-third part of their 
earnings. Not always from choice but neces!) ; 
Since, if the liquor which is sent them is refused, 


which 1s generally to the amount of 12s. per man 
for 
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for cach Ship, they lose the favour of their Employer, 
and the preference which he has it in his power to 


give them; and also, the subsistence-money of 58. 
un week, advanced them as a temporary loan, for 


maintenance when out of employment. Under such 
circumstances, they are completely in the power of 
the Coal Undertakers, who also, besides the 12s. a 
Ship for Gin, Porter, &c. demand and receive, 
(according to the information which they themselves 
have stated to the Author,) One Shilling and Four- 
Perce from cach man in every Ship discharged, in 
name of Commission. Assuming this fact to be 
trac, it will appear from the following calculation, 
that these poor people are very hardly dealt with:— 


1. Supposing 3.676 Cargoes to require on an 
average 10 men cach, paying IS. 4d. 
Commission to the Coal Undertakers who 
employ them, or 13s. 4d. each Ship; the 
aggregate sum thus paid in a year by the FL. s. d. 
body of the Coal-heavers, is 2,450 13 4 


2. Supposing 3,676 Cargoes discharged by 
lo men each, who shall have 12s. in 
liquor, consisting of Gin and Porter, &c. 
sein then whether required or not, being 
equal to dl. each Cargo; the aggregate 
taken out of the labour for subsistence 
while at RM <a 22,056 ® 8 


Tel. C1 5 


Being more than £.30 a year, on an average, from 
each Coal-hcaver. 
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And, supposing the twenty-four Publicans to 
gain 25 per Cent. on their Liquors, &c. „ -*%.0 
their profit will amount to « - 64,126 13 4 
To which, add the Commission before men- 
ERS oo 4) 0 SC IEY 


Total estimated profit . . . 8,577 68 


It would scem to be worthy of inquiry, under 
what authority a Commission of 138. 4d. each Ship, 
on an average, is wrested from these poor ignorant 
people; and how far Publicans ought to prescribe 
rules, by which men shall be compelled to bet 
themselves with an immoderate and unnecessar; 
portion of strong Liquors, while their wives and 
children at home are often in want of the necessaries 
of life. 

But, (to return from this digression,) the ehie! 
pillage of Coals has been from the Barges which le 
exposed in every part of the River from Limehous- 
hole to Westminster-bridge. Estimating 13 Barge 
to each Cargo, it follows that 47,788 loads, must be 
exposed in the course of a year, to [tver-Piralss, 
Nught-Plunderers, Lightermen, Bargemen, l ales 
men, Bumboatmen, and Peter-Boatmen ; many of 
whom were accustomed to supply their wants fron 
these Barges, while others followed the trade d 
Stealing for the purposes of sale: and instances habe 
occurred, of River-Pirates and others, having cht 
Coal Barges a-drift, and conveying them withou! 


challenge or suspicion, up and down the Rive 
according 


2 
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E :ccording to the plan settled by the Receiver, 
E who had Carts ready at a convenient landing- place, 
where the whole have been carried away, while the 
empty Craft was not heard of for some days, until 
picked up driſting with the tide in the River. 

It has not been customary for those who require 
Fires in Winter, while navigating Craft in the River, 
to purchase Coals for the purpose of fuel, When in 
want, they have generally supplied themselves out of 
the first convenient Barge that happened to be ac- 
cessible. 

In this course of Systematie Depredation, the loss 
has been sustained by the purchasers, wherever Coals 
are bought by what is called the Ro. In all other 
cases the injury falls on the Coal Merchants, who 
hare suffered severe and heavy losses annually, 
which nothing but an energetic Police pervading the 
whole River can prevent; and it is presumed, that 
te same expence which they incur by the employ- 


, 


it 


4 ment of very inefficient Watchmen, amounts at pre- 
my Ui to more than their proportion of a competent 
W Folice Fund. 

＋ On a supposition, that out of each of the Cargoes 
rom WE of the 47,788 Coal Barges exposed to Depredation, 
0 in the course of a year, only six bushels on an aver- 
= de dre purloined, the aggregate would amount to 
ot 7005 Chaldrons, which, when added to the Plunder 
1 ad unlawful allowances in the Coal Ships, seems to 
River varrant an opinion, that the annual defalcation can- 
* uc amount to less than Twenty Thousand Pounds a 
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year, In the opinion however of some intelligent 
persons in the Trade, the aggregate Pillage amount 
to double this estimate. 


XVIII. DerxrnaTIONS ox THE CARGOEs oF Prinz. i 
VessELs Iv THE Ponr or LONDON, I 


Ix addition to these detailed estimates of Robberis 
and Pillage, committed on specific branches of Com- 
merce, is to be added the excessive Plunder which 
has been found to prevail in almost all Cases when 

Prize Vessels are brought into Port. No estimates 
made of the extent of this Plunder, from the circum- 
stance of no vessels appcaring upon the Revenue Re- 
turns of the particular year, which has been selected 
the ground work of this inquiry. It is, however, certain 
that this species of Property is immediately markel 
out as an object of Depredation, not only by tie 
general herd of Plunderers upon the River, but ab 
by those of a class not so much to be suspectech i 


: — 2 £ 
. — Tc 2 —— —— = >, hc: HA”, Aa 3 7 


* which is to be included, not seldom the Prize-mast! 
„ and the Crew of the Vessel, and also the Revent 

* Officers, whose duty it is to protect the Property. : 
| | An inquiry which has been recently instituted ; 
4+ into Frauds upon the Revenue, has developed + , 
2 f scene of villainy carried on to a great extent on boats i 


of two of the Dutch Prizes in particular, which well 
discharged at Blackwall, in January and April 170 5 
The information upon Oath states, that the Prize 


| Master, six Revenue Othcers, and a noted Rec# 
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ver, entered into a conspiracy to Plunder the Cargo 
of the first mentioned Vessel, which was effected to 
a great extent, although several English East-India- 
men, and the Revenue Gallies were along side. 

Trom the other Ship, specific mention is made of 
six whole Bales of Cinamon, four Bales of Callico, 
and two large Bales of Handkerchiefs, which are 
stated to have been plundered in the night by means 
of false Keys. The same information states, that 


the Lumpers gave douceurs to the Officers for 


permission to plunder the Pepper on board, which 
was carried off in large quantities; insomuch that 
two Tons of this Article, were seen at one time in 
a house at Blackwall, which had been landed by 
the Lumpers in the course of two or three days. It 
was afterwards conveyed safe to Town, in a Butcher's 
Market-Cart. The Officers are stated to have 
Shared 100l. each. 

In cases where adyentitious wealth is thus obtained, 
it is aStonishing with what facility the moral princi- 
ple becomes relaxed, and with what ease the human 
mind is suddenly reconciled to acts of spoliation and 
waste. While those in immediate trust exhibit evil 
examples, and expose themselves to observation and 
discovery, a continuation of the same System of Pil- 
lage is Sulfered in others as the price of conceal- 
ment, 

Instances have occurred where one-fifth part or 
more of a Prize Cargo, has been embezzled, wasted, 
and rifled by men acting under these impulses ; 

while 
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while others availing themselves of the security erta. 
ted by having their employers in their power, haue 
gone lengths which exceed all credibility. 


XIX. DERPDEDATIONS ON THE PUBLIC STORES 1y 
THE RIVER TUDAMES and MEDwWaY., 


Nor have the Stores belonging to His Majes 
escaped Pcculation, Embezzlement and Plunder, in 
many instances, under similar impulses arising fron 
impressions © that the Clandestine possession of Publi 
Property mjures nobody.” 

Avarice goads the mind frequently to acts in: 
moral point of view the most atrocious, while habit 
and example sanction Fraud and Dishonesty n 
transactions where the Property of the State is only 
to be affected. 

Hence it is, that the Public Stores deposited in 
the Naval and Military Arsenals, and floating in Ship 
and Vessels on the River Thames, have been subject 
to such extensive Depredations. It is to be feared 
that the chief part of the culprits are so effectuall 
guarded as to be beyond the reach of Detection, 
while hopes are entertained that they are of late 
considerably diminished, at least, since the influ- 
ence of the Police has operated in developing an 


exposing the general System of Delinquency which 


prevailed, 
Yet it is still to be lamented, that much remains t0 


be done, to check and keep down this hydra-heade: 


evil; 
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evil ; for the various Detections of the newly esta- 

plished Marine Police on the River Thames, joined 

to the numerous Criminal Trials in the different 

Courts of Justice, prove incontestibly that the mischief 
extends very far; and so completely are the Chief Of- 
ficers, who so worthily preside over these Departments, 
convinced of the importance of applying an antidote, 
that their attention has been directed to the framing 
of such apposite Legislative Regulations as shall 
operate as a remedy. () 

[t is not possible to ascertain the actual extent in 
pointof valueof the Peculations, Embezzlements, and 
Pillage of Naval, Victualing, Ordnance, and other 
Stores, which are deposited in the Arsenals, or move 
in transit on the River Thames and Medway. But 
certain it is, from the laborious investigations which 
rarious detections have invited on the part of the 
Magistrates of the Marine Police, that the influence of 
the relaxed morals and the systematic thieving which 
pervade the Mass of the Labourers of every des- 
cription upon the River Thames, extend to the 
Public Property, perhaps in a greater degree, for the 
reasons which have been already assigned, than to 
the Merchandise and Naval Stores of Individuals. 


) The Commissioners of the Navy deeply impressed with the 
necessity of improved Laws, and a System of Police, calculated to 
prevent the Depredations committed on His Majesty's Stores, have 
applied, through their Solicitor, to the Author of this Work for his 
*>:1stance, in suggesting means for correcting the evils which have 
been ſound to exist. 
sorted 
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The discovery of the devices which have been re. 
sorted to by the persons who navigate the Victualing 
Hoys, in abstracting Spirits and Provisions in their 
passage to His Majesty's Ships and the Russian Men 
of War in the River, and the facilities afforded them, 
by the numerous Receivers who are also discovered 
to reside in the Towns and Villages adjoining the 
River Thames and Medway, sufficiently indicate the 
existence of a regular System long established, and 
apparently fully matured. 

And when the extent of the resource for this 
species of Peculation and Plunder is considered,— 
the number of Delinquents eager to devise means 
of obtaining Public Property,—the deficiency of the 
existing Laws, and of the means of putting them 
effectually into execution ;—joined to a total want of 
a systematic and preventive Police, applicable to the 
protection of Naval, Victualing, Ordnance and Mi- 
litary Stores, in the Public Arsenals, in Ships df 
War, and in their various transits in the River 
Thames and Medway ; and above all, the immens 
value of this Stationary and Floating Property, u 
doubt can be entertained of the annual Loss to the 
Public being immense, in all the Ramifications 0 
Fraud, Peculation, Embezslement and Plunder. 
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Having thus endeavoured to develope the extent 
of the Depredations, to which each specific branch 
of Commerce has been exposed, in its transit from 
the Repositories of the Merchants to Ships and Ves- 
sls in the River Thames—and vice versa: Having 
also explained the various means which are employed 
in the embezzlement and spoliation of Commercial 
Property, in outward and homeward-bound Ships, 
Vessels, and Craft, in the River Thames :—Having 
likewise unfolded the various devices, which contri- 
bute in so eminent a degree, to the injury of the 
Public Revenue, and the diminution of the National 
Property by the Peculation and Pillage of his Ma- 
jesty's Stores : It remains now to bring under the 
eye of the Reader, a collected View of the whole 
estimated Depredations on Commercial Property, in 
the order in which each branch has been consi- 
dered; to which is added, a Statement of the num» 
ber of Packages, and the aggregate yalue in the 
following 


RECAPITULATION: 
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RECAPITULATION; 


Exhibiting in one View the Foreign and Coasting Trade of the River 
Thames: — The Tonnage: Number of Packages: Value of Goods 
imported and exported :—And the estimated Plunder cn ex 
Branch of 'T rade : amounting in the whole, to the enormous sum dt 
Five Hundred and six Theusand Pounds : 

Calculated on the Imports and Exports, of the Year ending 
January 5, 1798. 


—— — —— — — 
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| | | Tons ; EStnnate Votal value! Ein 


Speciſication of the | Ships. gre nn] of the 5 i of . 
di lerent Trades. j | k err 1 15 | mn ports _ 
my — repeated | Packauzes | and 0 4 
'Foretgn. British. Vo ages out & home. Exports. Brad 
„ ; ; — 
| | | 5 
Fast-Indics - - - - | 3 80 41,456, 300,000 10, 502, 000 25,0 
West- Indies — 11 335 107,484) 4c, o | 11,013,000] 23a 
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| Africa; and the Cape oi | 3 | j : 2 
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44/8; Fisheries: Norihera and | 4 - | g 12 
1 Southern 1 - 9 12,230 20,000 314.000 »* 
1 ; United States al America | 140 o 32,283 260,000 | 5,416,000 pu 
1 Mediterranean and Turkey, 29 43 14,75” 70,000 50g,000| *# 
> Spain; and the Canaries ) 119 2 16,509 60,000 947,000] U 
| a France; and the Austrian f . n 
4%, WL Netherlands 41 121 1 10,077 20,000 | 1, 015, % 
5 > * 8. IS þ 4 "TE 
| Portugal and Madeira 55 125 | 27,070 $0,000 $53,000] %* 
1 bl Holland - - - = - 329 0 19,166 60,000 | 2,211,000] 
#1 — „ [17 6 37,647] 249,900 | 10,672,000) 5 
110 ee „% Tn. 527 87 55,955 695,009 32,000 1 
4304 A OS. 31 38 17,210 70, ooo 242, % 5 
4 5 CORRS - i - = = 100 0 14.252 50,000 322,000! 
ba. | 3 n 8 48,469] 60, oo ob, 
1 _— I 5 225 | $56,131] 150,000 | 2,017,000! © 
| 1 1 Guemey, jer-ov A iderney ) 
+ | and Isle i Man 4 * 42 57344 15,000 302,090 
11 als +» -1 0 . 2 
V3 Tees nd Pe ? | 273 422,24 160,000 2,539,999) 2 
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By contemplating this general State of the im- 
mense Commerce of the River Thames, in the par- 
ticular light in which it is placed, the mind is 
assisted in forming a conception (which might 
otherwise be extremely difficult) of the existence and 
extent of the Depredations which have been com- 
mitted. 

It certainly exhibits a very unpleasant picture of 
the state of morals among the Labouring Classes, 
whose assistance is indispensably necessary in mov- 
ing this immense Machine. 

But while their profligacy is sincerely deplored, it 
is an act of justice to state, that the major part con- 
ſine themselves entirely to this species of Pillage; 
and that many of this class of men, who, from early 
habits and the force of evil example, have become 
deeply implicated in offences of this nature, would 
shudder at the idea of committing a Burglary, or 
robbing on the Highway. 

Hence a hope is entertained, which has indeed 
already been proved, and will be shewn in the sequel 
of this Work, not to be fallacious, that practicable 
means exist, whereby this excessive evil may be kept 
down if not nearly eradicated, 

The leading cause of the evil is to be traced, to 
the total deficiency of any measures of Preventive 
Police, calculated gradually to check the progressive 
inereuse of Crimes: the constant and never-failing 
attendant on the accumulation of Wealth. In the 
vourse of the advance of the latter, which has been 
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already shewn to have been rapid beyond all exam. 
ple, nothing material has been attempted towards 
the suppression of the former ; and hence it has fol. 
lowed, that Commercial Riches and Criminal Offences 
have grown up together. Preventive Police may be 
considered as a New Science, yet in its infancy, and 
only beginning to be understood, Its nature and the 
effects which it has produced, with respect to one 
great branch of Commerce, will be explained in the 
following Chapters, 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. IV. 


[he causes which produced the Institution of the Mau- 
rine Police. — The proceedings which preceded its 
eslablishment,—4A general view of the State of 
Delinquency, and an estimate of the number of Of- 
fenders, in a course of Criminal Turpitude, previous 
6% its adoption :=1, Mates of the numerous Ships 
trading io the River —2, Petty Officers, and Crews 
employed in the Trade—3. Inferior Officers of the 
Revenue of Customs and Excise, and Custom-house 
Ilatermen—4. Lumpers employed io load and die- 
charge Ships in the Thames—5. Coal-heavers: em- 
plozed in the River —0, Fourneymen Coopers em- 
ploved in discharging Ships in the River—7. Water- 
men plying between London Bridge and Greenwich 
—8. Journeymen Lightermen employed in the River 
—(0. Mud-larks and Rat Calichers—10. Hater- 
men in Ships and Lighters, and on the Quays — 
it. Labourers on the Quays, denommated Scuffle- 
hbinters—12. Labourers in the Commercial IFare- 
Pies —13. River Pirates—14. Night Plunderers— 
to, Light-Horsemen—10. Recervers of Public and 
Commercgal 1 'roperty, in twelve Classes—Recaputu- 
/alicn of the 12 Classes of Recervers estimated at 
550.,—Mecapitulation of the mumbers of the. different 
Ces of Delinquents who contribute to the Depre- 
Katie, on Commercial Property : — Explanatory 

Observations 
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Observations applicable to the Subject —The new 
System of Marine Police explained.—The judicial 
Department.—T he Marine Police preventive De- 
partment, —The Department for employing Lumpers, 
— The general Department of Accounts, —Recapi- 
tulation of the whole, with a general View of the 
Annual Expence.—The number and functions of the 
permanent and occasional Officers General observa- 
tions respecting the advantages of the design. 
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Sven were the evils with which the Commerce of 
the Port of London was afflicted, and such were the 
extent and magnitude of the Depredations commit- 
ted on West-India produce, and Merchandise of 
every description, as well as on the Tackle, Apparel, 
and Stores of Ships, Vessels, and Craft in the 
River Thames, as represented in the two pr ceding 
Chapters to have existed, and to have advanced pro- 
gressively during many years previous to 1798. 

At this period the Trade of the River Thames had 
arrived at a height of unparalleled prosperity. The 
importation of West- India produce was not only very 
extensive, but the value of the different commodities 
was much enhanced; of course the pecuniary loss 
by Pillage was greatly augmented, and appeared, in 
Spite of every exertion on the part of the Committee 


of West-India Merchants, to be increasing vearly. 
| After 
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After trying every expedient, and incurring an 
enormous expense in Rewards and Prosecutions, 
without appearing to diminish the evil, the expedient 
was at length suggested by the Author of this Work, 
of forming 4 System of Police, applicable to the peculiar 
circumstances of the Trade of the River THAMxESõ. 

On the 30th of January 1798, the Committee of 
West-India Merchants, after fully considering the 
plan submitted to its consideration, for this purpose, 
entered into a resolution to carry the same into 
effect, with the approbation of his Majesty's Execu- 
tive Government. 

On the 27th of February following, a Generel 
Meeting of the Weſt-India Merchants confirmed the 
resolution of their Committee, and which soon after 
received the approbation of a joint meeting of bot 
the Planters and Consignees. 

On the 27th of March, His Majesty's principal 
Secretary of State, to whom the plan of the Marine 
Police had been previously explained, gave his full 
approbation of the measure, on behalf of Govern- 


ment; and this sanction was afterwards explicitly 


confirmed on the 16th of May, by a Letter from 
His Grace the Duke of Portland to the Right Hon, 
Lord Penrhyn, Chairman of the West-India Plant- 
ers. () In consequence of the sanction and appro- 

bation 


(/) My Load, Whitehall, May 16, 1798. 
I have this moment received the answer of the Chancellor of 


the Exchequer to the proposal I made to him, relative to that part 
of 
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bation of Government thus obtained, the West- 
India Merchants, at a Meeting held on the 8th of 
June following, resolved to carry the plan of the 
Marine Police Institution into immediate effect, at 
the same time soliciting the assistance of its Author, 
in superintending the execution of the design. This 
request was followed by another from his Majesty's 


Principal Secretary of State, (2) confirming the 
approbation 


of the expence of the Marine Police Establishment, which appeared 
to me ought to be borne by Government; and I have the honour 
to acquaint your Lordship, that he intirely agrees with me in 
opinion; and your Lordship will therefore have the goodness to 
inform the Gentlemen, you are to meet this morning, that the 
Articles numbered 2, 4, 8, 9 and 10, in the plan, which was put 
into my hand, will be defrayed by Government; and that I hal 
be ready to give every assistance and facility in my power, to the 
accomplishment of this measure. I have the honour to be, 


My Lorb, 
To the Right Ion. Your Lordship's most obedient Servant, 
Lord Penrhyn. PORTLAND. 
() Str, Whitehall, June 11, 1798. 


As the Planters and Merchants interested in the West-India 
Trade, have solicited the sanction of Government to the establish- 
ment of a Marine Police, conformably to a plan which you hare 
given them of such an Institution; and as 1 am of opinion, that 
very considerable advantages will arise to the Public, from your 
superintending its being carried into effect, I second with great 
pleaure their wishes for your assistance, which have been expressel 
to me by that very respectable Body, and very heartily join in th: 
request they have made o you to that effect. As I am fully seni. 
ble, by your acceding to this proposal, that a certain portion of tie 
time you so usefully devote to the duties of your present Stat", 
must be dispenscd with; and as I am aware, that that circumstance 


must operate upon you in such a way as to induce you to decline 
this 
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approbation of Government, and scconding in very 
handsome terms, the wishes which had been expressed 
by the West-India Body, | 
On the 15th of June, the Committee acting for 
the Planters and Merchants, in the affairs of the 
Marine Police, recommended Jonx HarriotrT, Esq. 
to His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State, as a 
rentleman well qualified to execute the functions of 
resident Magistrate; and soon after the Kix6's plea- 
sure was Signified, that his name should be inserted in 
the Commissions of the Peace, for the Counties of 
Middlesex, Surry, and Kent, (n) and he was appointed 
to 
this offer, I think it necessary to inform you, that in case of your 
asenting to the above proposals, I have secured you a proper sub- 
stitute, who will take upon him your duty at Queen's Square, at the 
time at which you must be necessarily absent from it, and that 1 
have taken care that a proper provision shall be made for the remu- 


ncration of the Gentleman during that period. 
I am with great regard, 


To Patrick Colquhoun, Eig. SIR, 
Public-Offce, Queen-ſquarey Your most obedient, 
Weitminiters Humble Servant, 


(x) Mr, HaxRiorr had for several years, acted as a Magistrate 
tor the County of Essex, where his talents, integrity, and public 
pirit had justly procured him one of the most handsgme public tes- 
timonies of intrinsic worth, that ever fell to the lot of any individual 
to receive, His indefatigable attention to the public intefest, since 
he has presided at the Marine Police Office His zeal for the public 
good His prudence, discretion, and humanity, in the execution of 
the Laws, and the important trust committed to his charge, joined 
o the extensive local and nautical knowledge which he possesses, 
and which he employs, with the assistance of an acete and dis- 
criminating mind, in carrying systematically into effect the plan of 

M Folice 
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to second the exertions of the superintending Mz 
gistrate, in carrying into effect this important de. 
sign; which was preceded by the publication of x 
Report of the West-India Merchants ( y) explana- 
tory of the System, which ultimately commenced 
on the 2d of July 1798, at a commodious Office, 
conveniently situated close to that part of the Riyer 
which forms the centre of the discharging births, o 


places, where the Ships deliver their Cargoes, at 
No. 259, Wapping New Stairs, 

Preparatory however, to the adoption of specific 
arrangements for carrying into effect this arduow 
undertaking, it became a measure of necessary pm. 
dence, to acquire as accurate a knowledge, as tht 
nature of the case would admit, of the actual stat 
of the delinquency, which was to be combated in al 
the forms it assumed, and undes the various sub-d- 
visions into classes, which, from the want of a re 
gular system of preventive Police, had been sufterei 
to be matured into the hydra which had, at lengtl, 
become so noxious and formidable. 

The iniquitous devices of this criminal phalans, 
and the consequent injuries which have arisen 0 
different branches of Commerce, having been already 
developed, and exposcd in ths two preceding Clap 


Police which has been adopted, for the protection of Commezrcil 
Property, is best explained by the success which has attended tu 
important design, in diminisliing in so great a degree (without be 
sorting to acts of severity) the delinquency which bad $0 long 
Micted the 'I rade of the River Thames. 


5) Sce Appendix, No, III. 
2 m 
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ters, the numbers which compose this horde of of- 
&-nders, fall now to be considered in a collected 
point of view, for the purpose of preparing the 
wind, by an apposite elucidation, for the arrange- 
wents of Police which were found necessary to be 
adopted. | 

In forming estimates however, of this nature, it 
would be vain and presumptuous to aim at accuracy, 
where, in the nature of things, so much must 

depend upon conjecture:—lt is only necessary to 
| «tate, that in the following subdivisions, which form 
the scale of aquatic delinquency, infinite pains have 
been bestowed in procuring information and data to 
assist the calculations, so as to bring them as near 
the truth, as the nature and circumstances of the 
case would admit. 
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EsTiuarE of the number of Delinquents, who have 
been discovered to belong to the general mass of 
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offenders, in embezzling and Stealing Commercial 
Property, and the Tackle, Apparel, and Stores, of 


Saps and Vessels in the Rroer Thames. 


* 4 — —ͤ— 
7 3 — - I 


J. Marks or Srirs Ax D VESsELS LADING AND 
DiscHarGING IN THE RIVER, (2) 

IT is to be lamented, that among this class there 
should have been 80 many implicated in offences of 
W nature, especially the principal Officer on board 
n the absence of the Ship-master, in whom an 
portant trust is reposcd : but it is a. melancholy 
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8 In thi: description, Mates of East- India Ships are excepted. 
M 2 | tact, 
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and betrayed into these practices, could not eas, 
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fact, that the numbers who have thus been seduced 


obtain credit, except with those whose peculiar situ 
ations afford opportunities of investigations of thi 
nature. Holding à certain rank in Society, with 


emoluments (a) very unequal to the wants of a famils 
they resort generally to illicit Trade, as a means d t 
bettering their condition. The facilities which he. [ 

come necessary to carry on these clandestine prac- 
tees, generate connections and intimacies with the by 
lower classes of the Revenue Officers, which to cc 
. . . . . > | 
often terminate in conspiracies to rob the Carr, n 
The transition from one offence to another is eas; 10 
and small beginnings (4) generally terminate u 1 
et 

(ef 
ha Au 
: of | 
{a} It would be an act of great policy and justice, and ann. the 
provement in za economy likely to produce incalculable ad lede 
tages, to pass a Law regulating the wages of Ship-masters, Mate, Cas 
and inferior Officers; placing those who are in responsible situatim = 
by a competent pecuniary allowance, above the temptation a and 
tesorting to criminal actions to make up deficiencies, But Sc be ac 
atrangement would not be effectual, unless the selection be pute of th 
by rendering every Muster and Mate incapable of acting in et evide 
of these 1 important trusts, until after producing certificates of roots of th 
character, and undergoing an examination before a competent Bai wah 
they are certified to possess sufficient nautical Science, and a (c) 
every respect fit for the Stations they are destined to fill ; a preci crews, 
tion of this kind would preserve purity of morals, —would con Chips 
men of this description to educate themselves better, and wow bicco, 
reserve in many instances, both the lives of his Majesty's © Tobac, 
jects and the property of Underwriters. The adoption of ti conside 
system in the East-India service, has rendered the Commands Cetecti, 
and chief Officers the best Vawignrors in the Warld. 4 "1 
5) A case recently occurred, where the Mate of an out dee tio- 
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greater offences. Considering that there are at least 
1,100 Mates of British Ships in the Foreign Trade, 
and about 1,300 in Foreign Ships, (c) besides 1,040 
in the different Coasters, making an aggregate of 
3.444, who trade to the River Thames, under cir- 
camstances where they have many opportunities to 
form criminal connections with corrupt Officers and 
Receivers of Stolen Property ; (d)—Taking also into 

the 


bound Vessel, in conjunction with a Revenue Officer, was dis- 
corered to have been concerned in breaking open a hat-box. 
Two of the identical hats which had been stolen, were worn by 
these two offenders when apprehended, and they both confes- 
sed that they were a part of the Cargo. The same Mate hav- 
ing afterwards stolen a trunk of dry goods from the Ship, 
detection followed, and he was committed to take his trial. In 
Autumn 1798, a West- India Ship was plundered of a large quantity 
of Coffee. The vigilance of the Marine Police detected one of 
the Boats conveying it on shore. The Mate afterwards acknow- 
ledged that he was connected with the Officers of the Excise and 
Customs, by whose assistance and collusion this robbery was com- 
mitted, The Mate and Steward became evidence for the Crown, 
nd two of the Officers suffered death. Various other instances could 
be adduced, (and indeed have already been adduced in other parts 
of this work) of the criminality of Mates, although it is but too 
er ident to those who turn their attention minutely to investigations 
of this sort, that previous to the preventive system, not one offence 
na hundred came in any shape to light. 

e) The Mates of Foreign Ships, and others who compose the 
crews, while lying along side, or in the vicinity of West-India 
Ships and outward-bound Vessels, lading Sugar, Coffee and To- 
bicco, &c. are in the habit of purchasing West-India articles, 
Tobacco, &e. which is obtained by pillage. These Vessels afford 
cnsderable facilities to plunder, while from their peculiar situation 
detection 1s difficult. 

(d) The devices practised formerly by Mates having criminal con- 
6.119% with Revenue Officers, shew how perfectly those iniquitous 

practices 
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the calculation the numbers who have been detected, 
and the scenes of iniquity which have been developed 
in the progress of judicial investigation, it may not 
be unfair to conclude, that in so great a number, 
Ave hundred may have been implicated, more or les, 
in the numerous offences which distressed the Com- 
merce of the Port of London. 


practices were systematized. It is the duty of the Excise Surveya 
to call on board of Rum Ships every day, to take the dry ic, 
with the number of each cask, and then to enter the survey nt 
only in his own, but in the subordinate Officer's book, to prevent 
frauds ; but in consequence of a previous concert between the Mate 
and the Revenue Officer stationed in the Ship, it is said to hare 
not seldom happened with a view to prevent the Surveyor fron 
taking stock, when pillage was in contemplation, that the Run 
casks have been purposely covered with Hamwsers, Ropes, Was, 
and other Lumber, so as to render them inaccessible. 'T his object 
attained, the incumbrance was removed as soon as the Survey 
departed, and with the assistance of a small pump, called a jigge 
and other instruments, already frequently alluded to in this work 
from three to four gallons of Rum is removed from each cask, fille! 
into bladders with nozles and sent on shore. The pillage being 
thus previously obtained, the Excise Surveyor is permitted, by the 
removal of the obstacles, to take the dry inches. In this manner tt 
Superior Officers have been frequently deceived, and large quant- 
ties of Rum have been plundered. Coffee casks were pierced with 
a large tap borer, into which a tin tube has been put, so constructed 
as to admit of the beans running freely into bags; when a suffcict 
quantity is obtained the hole is plugged up. A similar tube # 
used in drawing Pimento from the bags. By this device, a black 
strap or bag, would be filled from several packages without pulling 
a grain, Ginger-bags were cut at the top, and after a quantity #9 
taken out, they were sewed up. 


II. Tur 
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7 Tar PeTTY OrFicers AND CREWS OF SHIPS ” 


«xp VesszLs, LaiviNG AND DISCHARGING IN 
THE RIVER THAMES. 


Taz evil example of the Mates, (if such were ne- 
cessary,) produces in not a few of the individuals, 
whether Second Mates, Stewards, Carpenters, Ma- 
riners, or Boys, who compose the crews of 3,440 
Ships, which visit the Port of London from once to 
forty-eroht times in the course of a year, a desire to 
$hare in the general pillage which has so universally 
prevailed. Admitting the crews of 2,400 Ships, 
(wiich is about the average number employed in 
Foreigu Trade,) to amount to 30,000 inferior Officers, 
Mariners and Boys; and the Coasting Trade which 
employs 1,040 Vessels, to require 4, 000; and 
deducting from this aggregate 10,000 British Sea- 
men, who leave their respective Ships on their 
approaching the Port, or are impressed into his 
Majesty's service, the result will be, that out of 
24,000 Scamen and Boys, a considerable proportion 
are on the River Thames several times in the course 
of a year, Hence they become open to seduetion, 
and to the influence of the evil examples to which 
they are exposed, not only from the iniquitous prac- 
tices which they witness in their own and other Ships 
Iten under their immediate view; but from these Ma- 
iners being too generally, whether British or Foreign- 
under the influence of the lowest and most profli- 
date class of females, who often plunder them of 

their 
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their fair earnings, and then scduce them into acty 
of pillage and thieving, for the purpose of ridding 
them of the embarrassments which their indiscretions 
produce, | 
British Seamen in general, are a brave, but a 
thoughtless and dissipated race of men, Their habits 
of life are hostile to those principles of morality 
which would otherwise operate as a barrier against 
that species of dishonesty, which has been rendered 
familiar by evil example. They would be shocked at 
the idea of committing a robbery on shore, while 
they too. easily reconcile their minds to offences on 
Ship-board, which are equal criminal in a moral point 
of view, and on which the Laws have inflictcd, in 
many instances, a punishment not less severe. 
That system therefore of Police Regulations, which 
shall operate in restraining this numerous and useſul 
class of men from acts of delinquency, while it at 
the same time protects them against the gross and 
iniquitous frauds and pillage to which they are 
exposed, must be acknowledged a very great, andat 
the same time, a most beneficial and humane im- 
provement in the Political Ciconomy of the Nation, 
Until such a system can be perfected, (and happy 
it is for Society that the object is attainable,) they 
will continue to be the deluded objects of impos- 
tion, and a prey to misery and distress at that period 


of life, when ease and comfort is necessary and des- | 


rable to man. 


Recurring again to the aggregate of 24,000 indi- 
yiduals, 
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viduals, which is supposed to compose the whole 
number of Petty Officers, Seamen and Boys, who 
visit the Port of London, in the course of a year, it 
is painful to state, that, at least, 4000 may have been 
implicated in acts of aquatic delinquency. 


III. TxrERtOR Orrierns OF THE REVENUE OF THE 
Cusrowms AND EXCISE, EMPLOYED AND STATIONED 
IN Sutrs AND VESSELS IN THE River THaMEs. 


NornixG but an ardent desire to see a remedy 
applied to the evils that exist, through the medium 
of a certain proportion of this class of men, both as 
they respect His Majesty's Revenue, and the general 
corruption of Morals which prevail, could haye incited 
a developement, over which impulses strongly opera- 
ting on the feeling mind, would have otherwise 
drawn a veil. 

Unwilling suddenly to credit what might appear to 
the common observer as improbable, and impressed 
with sentiments favourable to a claſs of Individuals ap- 
parently controuled by a system, at the head of which 
are men of the purest morals, acting zealously for the 
public good; it was not until much unsolicited 
evidence, confirmed by spec:fic, and in some instances 
atrocious acts of criminality, pressed itself upon the 
attention, that an investigation was attempted of the 
practices of Revenue Officers, employed in guard- 
ing the public interest in Ships and Vessels, lading 
and discharging in the River Thames. 

But 
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But reflecting, that the major part is composed 
of a class of men, whose original education and 
habits did not, in many instances, aftord the means 
of acquiring correct notions of moral rectitude :— 
that they are in general indigent and needy, with 
calls upon them which require a more ample income 
than they possess ; and with wants which go beyond 
the. habits of a common labourer, though with re- 
sources less productive: —reflecting also, that the 
peculiar nature of the system removed them to an 
almost inaccessible distance from the scurce of gene- 
ral superintendence, which could never be approached 
but through the medium of a gradation of subordi- 
nate Officers, rendering the peculiar merit or de- 
merit of this class of men not easy to be known, 
and, therefore, holding out no hopes of benefit or 
advancement as a reward for integrity, while the tear 
of losing an employment in itself so unproductive, 
ceased to operate as a stimulus to good and laudable 
actions ; it ceased to be a matter of wonder, that 
such men should be open to seduction, and that a 
disposition should generally be maniſested to avail 
themselves of every opportunity which occurred of 
increasing their emolument, at the expence of that 
Revenue which they were bound to protect. 

Hence it would scem, that many of this class of 
Officers were led on, step by step, urged by the de- 
mands of their families, and the increasing expence 
of livelihood, to acts of Turpitude and Delinquency, 


which other inferior Officers appointed to control 
them, 
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them, and upon whose report their fate depended, 
might be disposed to wink at, from a dread of the 
exposure of some irregularities in their own con- 
duct, in the acceptance of prohibited Fees. 

Standing in this situation, where the power of Pu- 
nischment extended no farther than dismiss1on ;— 
Where no means of detecting Offences existed, and 
where, even in cases of Detection, no Prosecutor was 


called upon to promote the ends of Justice; here 


no Police attached as an appendage to the System, 
for the puspose of over-awing persons in the progress 
of committing Offences, they naturally increased. 
The causes therefore, are thus easily explained, 
which have produced the enormous abuses, whereby 
the interest of the Revenue, and the rights of Indi- 
viduals, have been in so extensive a degree invaded. 

It would appear from information, which has been 
derived from various sources, agreeing in all the lead- 
ing features, that the inferior Officers of the Revenue 
may be divided into the following classes :— 


I. Those who have been, for a considerable length of time, 
hackneyed in all the abuses which have prevailed in the 


River, who carry on their Depredations to a great extent, 


in connection with Criminal Receivers, and who also con- 
tribute, in no small degree, to the seduction of Mates, and 
the petty Officers, who are strangers, by bringing them over 
to their nefarious designs. — These are generally denomi- 
nated Game Officers Many of this description are appa- 
rently correct in their attendance upon duty, and never sub- 
zect themselves to the imputation of being negligent Officers, 
They are moxeover in general acute and penetrating, capable 
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of devising and carrying plans of Depredation upon the Re. 
venue and the Individual into execution, while, at the same 
moment, they have the address to make their superior Offi- 
cers believe them honest and faithful. As soon however as 
they are placed on board at Gravesend, they begin to lay their 
plans. If the Mate is a stranger he is sounded, —an inti- 
macy is formed, and Proposals are hazarded, for abs racting a 
part of the Cargo. I he Mate 1s reconciled to the measure, 
by the observation that it never will be missed, — that under 
the wings of the Othcers a discovery is impossible, and 
that it will put a good deal of money into all their pockets. 
Preliminarics being tluis settled, the particular mode of com- 
mitting the Plunder is adjusted. When the Ship arrives at 
her moorings, the Copeman or Receiver is sent for, and the 


prices of the different articies, which are to be disposed of, 
are Settled. — 


Sugar is sold under the Flash Term of Sand 
TL > = ĩ ĩ ͤĩ 6 Rn 
U 48 
Rum and other Liquers . . « . . Vinegar, Cc. 


The Copemen provide Pags, Jiggers, Bladders, and other 
conveniences, and when matters are previously adjust- 
ed, the Plunder goes on to a great extent in the night. 
In some instances the three Officers of the Customs 


and two of the Excise, are said, upon no vague au- 


thority, to have pocketted from 3ol. to 5ol. each, from the 
Plunder of a single Ship; besides, what was obtained by the 


| Mate and petty Officers, and the Copeman and his gang of 


assistants, which frequently amounted to a very large sum, as 
has been already explained in the Second Chapter, in which 
the nefarious Practices of Night Plunderers, called Light- 
Hersemen, are exposed. The Pillage of the Cargo generally 
began about Eleven o'Clock at night, after all the visiting 


Boats of the Customs, and Excise, had. left the Skip, and 
continued 
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continued usually till five in the morning, making repeated 
trips on shore during this period, and changing the Signals 
every time to prevent Detection. An instance, however, 
has been stated to the Author, where this species of extreme 
caution did not avail. A Prevention Boat belonging to the 
Revenue rowed up to the bow of a Game Ship, when one of 
the Officers asking, in a low tone of voice, Are you ready 
The answer was in the affirmative ; and instantly three bags 
of Sugar were lowered down of nearly two cui. each. On go- 
ing on board, two more bags were found ; but the matter 1s 
Said to have been hushed up. 

It will be shewn in the sequel, that the Police Surveyors 
upon the River, have completely defeated these abominable 
Conspiracies. They are not confined to hours, but are out 
the whole night in different directions, watching in particu- 
lar the Ships that are suspected. 


IT. Officers who merely connive at Pillage and Plunder, in con- 
sideration of a certain gratuity, and who do not partake them- 
selves in the general spoil. 


III. Extra Officers, who are only paid 3s. per day for about 
six months in the year, while they are employed. — Their 
fair emolument producing only about 27/. a year on an 
average, they are, with some exceptions, always disposed to 
Sacrifice their integrity and the public interest, to what may 
appear to be for their own advantage; and by considering the 
Short duration of the period of their power, seldom lose an 
opportunity in making the most of it, by resisting any pro- 
position, whereby this object can be promoted. 0 

IV. Glut Officers, who are only sought for when great Fleets 
arrive, and the Port is exceedingly crowded. In this situa- 
tion such, in general, are accepted of as can write decently ; 
they are of course generally composed of illegal Lottery In- 
Surance Clerks, occasional Waiters at Taverns, and other 
outcasts,who have no settled employment, and zvho are said to 

have 
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have considered such temporary appointments as a kind of 
harvest, which they are to render as productive to them- 
selves (while the Power remains) as circumstances will ad- 
mit, and of course are glad of every opportunity of benefiting 
themselves at the expence of the Merchants and the fair 
Traders. (e) 

V. Pure Officers, part of whom belong to all the different 
classes; but who are generally scouted by their àssoclates, 
while it too frequently happens, from the circumstances al- 
ready stated, and the interest which criminal Officers take 
care to preserve with their immediate Superiors, that no chane 
nel exists whereby they can convey useful information. 


VI. Custom-house Watermen.—Among this Class are cer- 
tainly many impure Characters, who have been known to 
be in connection with the Game Officers on board the 
Ships, for whom they have been generally considered as 
safe carriers, because if met by a Superior Officer the 
Goods were converted immediately into a Seizure, and 
conveyed to the Custom-house: but if they escaped no- 
tice, the booty was conveyed to the Copeman, or Re- 


ceiver. 


(e) The following account of these Officers is given in the very 
words of a person extremely well-informed on the subject,— 
The Glut make interest with the superior Officers of the Customs, 
to be employed when large Fleets arrive from the West-Indics. 
Their pay is 3s. a day while on duty. They have seldom a farthing 
in the world when they go on ship board, having spent all in making 
interest to procure what is called a good Ship, and sometimes @ good 
Birth that is, a situation where, from the absence of the 


Captain, and the rascality of the Mate, a conspiracy is formed to 


Plunder the Ship. Their System (to use their own language) 15 9 


make Hay while the Sun shines; and they have been known to make 
com 151, to 20, by a single Ship so circumstanced,” 


An 


RIVER POLICE, 175 


An instance is stated to the Author, on an authority which 
admits of no doubt, that in a System of Pillage carried on by 
the Mate, and Game Revenue Officers, on board of a Ship Out- 
ward-bound for Hamburgh, some of the Gang who were 
engaged night and day in this business, consisted of Searchers 
Watermen, whose particular situation, as Officers, tended in 
some degree to shield them from suspicion, though in this 
respect they have not always been successful, as Convictions 
kave taken place where Revenue Watermen have been de- 
tected with Goods without the broad Arrow, to denote that 
they were scized, and rowing in a different direction from the 
Custom- house. 


The number of inferior Officers employed by the 
Customs may be arranged as follows : 


I. 200 E5tablished Tide Officers, having a Salary one half 
of them 4ol. and the other 35. a year, and 
15. a day while on Duty. A considerable 
proportion, however, is appointed to su- 
perior duty, as Acting Surveyors, in the 
Summer when the Fleets arrive, and have 
a certain influence in appointing Extra and 
Glut Officers to Ships. Their average 
fair emolument zz. a year. 


II. 300 Preſerable Officers who receive gs. 6d. a day with- 
out any Salary, They may be employed 
two-thirds of a year, and may receive at 
the rate of 421. a year, 


400 
400 Of- 
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400 Officers brouglit over. 
III. g00 Extra Officers (or thereabouts,) who receive Jse 2 
day while employed, or about 27. a year; 
having only duty to perform for about half 


the year. 

Iv. 150 Glut Officers. —These receive als6 gs. a day while 
employed, which feldom exceeds tv 
months, and therefore their fair earning) 
cannot average above rol. a ycar each. 


— — 


850 


Besides these 850 inferior Officers, or thereahouts, 
(for as their numbers vary they can never be exactly 
ascertained) there are 82 Custom-house Watermen 
who are attached to the Superior Officers, who sut— 
vey the difterent Ships in the River, viz. 


Watermen. 

4 Inspectors having 16 

16 Tide Surveyors having 

a Prevenung Officers . . . . 

1 Tobacco Inspector 

4 Tobacco Surveyors , . . + 

4 Wood Farm Officers for Timber 
— oe 88 


36 82 inf 

eme 

The Watermen are divided into three Classes— 5 

Those that are established receive 351. a year; the tem 

Preferable 3s. 6d. a day for two-thirds ; and the bad 

| Extra 38. a day tor about halt the year. whic 


The 
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The aggregate, therefore, of inferior Officers of 
the Customs who do duty on the River, may be 
estimated at 932; and perhaps there are about 


one-third of that number in the Service of the 


Excise, making in all about 1200 inferior Officers, 
whose Salaries, or allowance, run from 10l. to 551. a 
year, 

Looking at the subject in the point of view in 
which it is thus placed, humanity pleads in behalf 
of this miserable Class of men. Few of them, ex- 


cept the Watermen, have opportunities of making - 


Seizures, and these too have experienced a prodigi- 
bus reduction in their emoluments, since the vigi- 
lance of the Marine Police has, in so great a degree, 
banished Delinquency and Smuggling from the 
River. 

A Custom-house Waterman, who appeared to be 
a man of veracity, while he candidly acknowledged 
to the Author the utility and necessity of the Marine 
Police, stated at the same time his loss by the dimi- 
nution of Seizures, to be equal to from 351. to 
a0]. a year. 

Where no fees are authorized, none will be given 
hut for connivance at clandestine transactions. The 
mferior Officers are in this precise situation: their 
moluments are inadequate to the support of their 
families, and hence they have too easily yielded to 
temptations ; stimulated by want, and reconciled to 
bad actions by the force of example, and the sanction 
dich ſorbearance and a deficient System of ceco- 
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chant loses his Property, implicating at the same 
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nomy and Police had given to offences of great 
turpitude. 

Were there not abundance of proofs in the de- 
tection and conviction of so many of this class of 
men, the occasional dismission of such numbers 
shews that their purity and integrity is not of that 
cast which can beget confidence. 

Taking therefore, all circumstances together, it 
may not be too much to state, that out of 1200 in- 
ferior Revenue Officers who have been employed on 
the River duty, Seven Hundred may have been, more 


or less, profiters by tie excessive Plunder, which 


seems to have þ-en more or less general in every 
line of Comincrce. 

It appears from various accurate channels of in- 
formation, that the evils which have arisen from the 
Criminal Conduct of many inferior Revenue Off- 
cers, is confined to no one particular line of Trade; 
but pervades the whole, and in particular Outward- 
bound Ships, which were never supposed to be ob- 
jects of attention, no suspicion having arisen df 
their being in danger of being plundered. These 
have therefore, of late afforded the best opportuniiy 
of acquiring a large booty with a less degree of 
risque, —This was some time since discovered | 
Revenue Officers and their associates. By slceping 
near the Cargo a knowledge is acquired of the means 
of obtaining valuable Packages, by which Govert- 
ment is defrauded of the Debentures, and the Mer- 


time 
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time the character of the fair Trader, and generating 
disputes between Shippers and their correspondents, 
of a nature the moſt disagreeable. Important as it 
certainly is, to guard by every possible means the 
security of the Revenue, with respeet to Debenture 
Goods, the System does not seem to admit of the 
same minute accuracy as prevails with respect to 
goods imported; and hence enormous frauds have 
been discovered. When a Ship proceeds outward- 
bound down the River, if the Plunder cannot con- 
veniently be removed till she reaches Gravesend, 
cvery facility is found there with respect to the con- 
ccalment; and where a sale cannot be effected at 
the price which is expected, the goods purloined are 
returned to London in the Gravesend Boats, without 
any suspicion whatever being excited. 


IV. LuMyerRs EMPLOYED To LOAD AND DISCHARGE 
SHiPs IN THE RIVER ThaMEs. 


The illegal proceedings of this description of 
Labourers have already been developed in the Second 
Chapter, (Div. IV. p. 62.) They may be divided into 


three Classes : 


lk, Regular Lumpers who are employed all the year 
round in labouring in the Rigging and outfit of 
Ships; and also as holders, or persons who unstow 
the Cargo during the discharge, set up the Derict, 
e, and who are generally complete Seamen - 400 
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Brought forward 


ad. Inferior Lumpers who are not always Scamen by 
profession, but who are in the habit of working 


on board of vessels in the character of Deckers, or 
persons who hoist up the Cargo upon deck, and from 
thence into the Lighters, and seek their living chiefly 
among the Shipping - - - - - - beo 
3d. Occasional Lumpers who resort to the River 
when great Fleets arrive, for temporary employ- 
77 end To oe RR TY 


Teal. » 356 


When the general profligacy of manners, which 
has been found to pervade this great body of La- 
bourers, is considered, by a reference to the details 
already given of the mischievous habits they hate 
contracted, and the evil practices of which too many 
of them have been guilty, it may reasonably be con- 
cluded, that out of 1400 who follow this employ- 
ment, at least Twelve Hundred have been, more or 
less, concerned in the Pillage of Commercial Pro- 


perty. 


V. CoAL-HEAVERS EMPLOYED TO DISCHARGE 
CoLLIEnS IN TRE RiveR Thames. 


As the Metropolis and its environs require 850,000 


Chaldron of Coals annually, for the consumption of 


the inhabitants and numerous Manufactories, it ap- 
pears that the weekly supply must amount to 10,340 


Chaldrons, or 74 Cargoes of 221 Chaldrons each.— 
To 
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To discharge these vessels, making allowance for 
Sickness, and occasional absence, it has been already 
stated, that at least 800 men must follow this labo- 
rious employment, of whom 600 may be classed 
among those who have been following pilfering prac- 
tices, exclusive of those who discharge the Lighters, 

A general opinion prevails, that the Coal-heavers 
are extremely numerous, from the immense labour 
which they perform in the course of a year. It is 
however, by no means the. case; and even a con- 
diderable proportion of those who are employed, are 
Soldiers in the Guards. 


VI. JovukxNEYMEN Coo Ens EMPLOYED IN THE Dis- 
CHARGE OF SHIPS AND VESSELS IN THE RIVER 
THAMES. 


SUPPOSING 200 Ships of all descriptions, under 
charge at one time in the Port of London, and 
cach, from the particular nature of the Cargo, to 
require two Journeymen Coopers, it would follow 
that 400 of this Class are employed, with certain 
interruptions, in Ships and Vessels in the River 
Thames. Enough has been stated (in Chapter II. 
Du. V. p. 65.) to shew the disposition they have ma- 
niſested, not only to commit acts of Pillage them- 
ches, but to be instrumental in affording facilities 
to others. Many circumstances warrant a conclu— 
on, that at least 300 of this Class may be con- 
wered as Delinquents. 


When 
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When the Journeymen Coopers were sent on 
board of the West-India Ships in 1798, which were 
under the control of the Marine Police, where no 
Plunder could be obtained, on account of the sworn 
Constables placed on board, the greatest clamour 
ensued, and they insisted on an advance of W ages, 


VII. WATERMEN PLYING BETWEEN LONDON BRIDGE 
AND GREENWICH, WHO ARE ATTACHED TO OUT- 
WARD AND HOMEWARD-BOUND SHIPS IN TIE 
River Trans. 


Ir has been generally supposed, that about 900 
Watermen are either attached to particular Ships 
lading or discharging in the River Thames, or are 
occasionally employed in conveying provisions and 
baggage, or in landing articles sent on Shore, The 


facilities which many of this Class afford in convey- 


ing Plunder from these Ships, has already been ex- 
plained (in Chap. II. Div. VI. p. 66.) and the evidence 
of their evil practices has been too clearly evinced, 
by numerous Convictions, to admit of a doubt, #hal 
500 at least are men of loose conduct, who require t0 
be narrowly watched, inasmuch as not a few of 
them have been proved guilty of sedueing Seamen 
and others to commit acts of Pillage, and assisting 
them in the conveyance and disposal of the booty. 


VIII. Job- 
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VIII. JouRNEYMEN LIGHTERMEN EMPLOYED IN _. 


CONVEYING GoobDs. and MERCHANDISE To- 
AND FROM SHIPS LADING AND DISCHARGING 
IN THE River ThAuks. 


Taxis Class has been already pretty fully treated 
on (in Chap. II. Div. IX. p. 70.) They belong to the 
Society of Watermen. Their hostility to the secu- 
rity of Commercial Property has been already ex- 
plained ;—their numbers are to be ascertained by 
having recourse to the Lighters, which they navi- 
gate in various branches of Trade. It has been 
hewn that the following Craft are employed in 
the Trade of the River, exclusive of Coal Barges, 
namely— | 
{ Employed in lading and discharging 
Ships and Vessels outward- 
4 bound and homeward-bound, 


including the West-India 
190 Trade. 


400 Barges in the Deal and Timber Trade. 


402 Lighters 
388 Punts 


1190 . +» 1 


which may be supposed, making allowance for 
absence and sickness, to give permanent and occa- 
sonal employment to about One Thousand Five 
Hundred Journeymen Lightermen and their Ap- 
prentices, Their Employers, the Master Lighter- 
men, are generally persons of much respectability, 
who Sens1bly feel the injuries and inconveniences to 
tne Public and to themselves, which result from the 
loose 
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loose conduct and profligacy of not a few of their 
Journeymen ; five Hundred of whom are supposed 
to compose a part of the Criminal Confederacy upon 
the River, and to require the watchful eye of the 
Police. Before this new System existed, it was not 
unusual for this Class to remain in their Lighters along- 
side of West-India Ships so long as Pilfcring went 
on: wherever nothing is to be procured, from the cir- 
cumstance of the protection of the Police being 
extended to particular Ships, they are now in. the 


habit of leaving their Craft to be laden by the 


Lumpers, and seldom return till called upon to con- 
vey them to the Quays. 


IX. Mrvp-Lakks. 


[ The derivation of this term, and the nature of the Depre- 
dations carried on by those who are distinguished by tt, 


have been already stated (in Chap. II. Div. VII. p. 68.) 


Tuz number of individuals who compose this 
Class cannot easily be ascertained. They may be 
said to be aquatic Ilineruuts, who inerease or dimi— 
nish according to the resource which is afforded for 
obtaining Pillage by their own devices, or giving 
facilities to those who convey Plunder from Ships 
and Craft in the River. They are proper objects for 
the attention of the Police. Perhaps their amount 
may be estimated, in different parts of the River 


where the Shipping lie, at a/0 Tio Hundred. 
| To 
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To these may be added another Class of men, 
who follow the profession of Catching Rats on board 
of Ships; whose conduct also requires a narrow 
inspection; and as to whom see Chap. II. Div. VIII. 


p. 69. 


X. WATCHMEN IN SHIPS AND LIGHTERS, AND 
UPON THE Quays anD WHARYS IN THE PORT 
o LoxDON,. 


Awoxc this Class there is a mixture of honest 
and criminal Characters; and also not a few who, 
without being impure themselves, from carclessness 
and timidity, or from considering themselves as un- 
der the direction and control of Mates, and per- 
sons having the immediate charge of Craft, suffer 
Depredations to be committed, and even assist in 
removing the spoil when required so to do, by those 
whom they look up to as their Superiors. Nothing 
can be upon a worse footing than the System of 
watching Commercial Property in the Port of Lon- 
don. In most instances it resolves itself into a mere 
mockery of Security, while the expence incurred by 
the Trade at large is enormous. The System is 
radically wrong, and from this source have originated 
many of the evils which have been detailed and ex- 
plained in this Work. It frequently happens from an 
!l-judged parsimony, that only a single Watchman is 
employed to guard a valuable Cargo in the Ship, and 
n the Lighters ; and this feeble and ineffectual guard 
5 trusted, without any relief, sometimes, for three or 
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four weeks together; and thus the Ship is allowed 
to be without protection, while this ineffectual 
guard is slumbering, for want of rest, in the 
Lighters. The mere annual interest of the Property 
lost by this mistaken ceconomy, would be more than 
sufficient to support a regular and systematic Guard, 
controled and instructed by the Police, under whose 
guardianship, vigilance would be ensured, and col- 
lusive and fraudulent practices prevented. 
On a supposition that the Watchmen employed in 
the Ships, and in the numerous Lighters and Craft 
on the River, laden with valuable Property, toge- 
ther with those that are employed as Guards upon the 
Quays and Wharfs, on both sides of the River, from 
Westminster Bridge to Deptford, may amount to 
1000; it is much to be fearcd that 300 at least, are 
concerned in assisting in the commission of Crimes, 
The following EsTiMaT=z, will elucidate and ex- 
plain the nature and extent of the risque to which 
Commercial Property is exposed in the River Thames; 
requiring an efficient Guard: 


Statement for a Year in Foreign Trade, Cargo. 

1,405 Cargoes inwards and outwards in British 
On Pa Cr 1g Tag 

1,843 Cargoes in Foreign Vessels, supposing one- 
J AAA 4% v8” 1.843 

400 Barges hos Craft laden with outward 


2,810 


402 Lighters ? and homeward Cargoes, on an 


338 Punts average each 40 times a year 45,600 
—— 
Carried over. 350,253 


Brought 
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Brought over « +« $0,253 
To which add 
2,196 Coal Craft, having Cargoes in a year, esti- 
mated at . . . . pe . . . . 47 7 88 


Total number of Cargoes, requiring to be watched, 
exclusive of the Coasting and River Trade, and 


the Property exposed on the Quays, &. . . 98,041 


„Total estimated value of the whole Property, 
more or less exposed in the course of a year in 
Ships, Vessels and Craft, and upon the Quays, 


Wharfs, and Landing Places (f) . . . 60, 507,989 
Sterling. 


XI. LanouRERS ON THE QUAYs AND WHARFs, &c. 
IN THE PorT oF LoNDON, GENERALLY DENO- 
MINATED SCUPPLE-HUNTERS. 


Tux general pursuits, and the universal Profligacy 
of this Class of Labourers, who may be considered 
as the Scum of Society, have already been explain- 
ed (in Chap. II. Div. X. p. 75.)—Their number 
varics according to the opportunities which are pre- 
dented, for affording the most productive harvest in 
the scramble for Plunder. This, however, to use 
their own language, is generaliy found at the Mater 
Side, to which they resort, in crowds, in the throng 
Seasons, and obtain occasional employment through 
1 want of a better Class of Labourers.—Perhaps they 
vary amount to about 500 in all. 


J) See Table, page 22. 
XII. La- 
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XII. LanourERs IN THE DIFFERENT W AREHOUsSES 
IN WHICH COMMERCIAL PROPERTY 1S DEPOSITED 


Ix THE PorT or LoxDox.—(Sce Chap. II. p. 76.) 


As it has been shewn that the value of the 
foreign Merchandise alone, imported into the River 
Thames, amounts to £.25,157,421 Syerling in the 
course of a year; and as it appears probable, that this 
immense Property cannot be contained in less than 
One Million of Casks and other Packages; the Ware— 
houses necessary to contain these Goods must not 
only be very extensive, but the Labourers who are 
required to deposit, and afterwards to remove such a 
mass of valuable Goods, cither for Exportation or 
home consumption, must be pretty numerous in all 
the different branches; and that from the state of 
Morals among the lower Classes, a general dispos- 
tion to commit acts of Pillage must prevail wherever 
opportunities offer. This indeed, has been proved 
to be the casc in a multitude of instances ;—but as 
the Class denominated Scuffle-hunters, who have 
been already estimated, frequently mingle with the 
others, the Labourers in the Warchouses, in this 
view, may probably not excced One Thousand 
on both sides of the River, and of these at least 
Five Hundred may be considdered as implicated in [he 
general charge of Delinquency, 


TLAvISG 


11 


RIVER POLICE. 189 


Havixs thus taken a general View of the differ- 
ent Classes, who, in the course of their various 
employments in Ships, Vessels and Craft, and on 
the Quays and Wharfs, and in the Warchouses in 
the Port of London, are, more or less, the objects 
of attention on the part of the Police, from the dis- 
coveries which have been made of the turpitude of 
their conduct ; it now remains to form some esti- 
mate of the number of those more atrocious Offen- 
ders, who seek not for the cover of employment in 
committing their Depredations on Commercial Pro- 
perty :—at the head of this Class stand 


XIII. River PiraTEs. 


Tae detail of the evil practices of this abandoned 
race of men, which is given in the Second Chapter, 
(Division II. p. 50.) supersedes the necessity of fur- 
ther observation as to the nature or extent of their 
Iniquities, Whatever a return of Peace may pro- 
duce, their numbers have certainly diminished, as 
has been already noticed, since the commencement 
of the War ; and, probably, could not be estimated 
more than One Hundred; when the Marine Police 
as ectablished. | 
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Tars Class comprising not a few of the Water- 
nen, Coopers and Lumpers, who have been already 
mumerated, it may probably be nearest the truth 
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to estimate them at not more than Two Hundred, 
previous to the establishment of the Marine Police, 


Their illegal practices are elucidated and explained 


in Chapter II. (Division III. p. 52, &c.) 


XV. Licur HonskuRN. 


Tusk have been explained in the Second Chap- 
ter, (Division III. p. 58.) to be men acting in concert 
with the Receivers, Mates and Revenue Officers, on 
board Ships in the Night, and in consequence of 
previous preparations, removing Commercial articles 
(particularly West-India Commodities,) to a great 
amount. 'The mischief they did was of course ex- 
tensive; but their transactions having been the 
result of a preconcerted plan, and requiring great 
caution in the selection of the Labourers, it was 
certainly confined, comparatively, to a few hands. 
Exclusive of the Mates, Revenue Officers and Re. 
ceivers; considered separately — they probably, 
never at any time exceeded Tt] o Hundred. 


XVI. Receivers or CommeRciatl anD PUBLIC 
ProeERTY IMPORTED INTO, AND EXPORTED FROM, 
THE RIVER TuAuks. 


Is looking at the various ramifications of this 
PAN DO Nn of Iniquity, from which has gradu- 
ally sprung up all those evils which have proved © 


destructive to public Morals, and to the Security of 
Commercial 
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Commercial Property, it is impossible not to be 
struck with the examples which are here exhibited 
of the power of avarice over the human mind, in 
drawing, in several instances, men of Property from 
the line of rectitude, which their situation in Society 
ers it their interest to pursue ;—1n plunging 
em into an abyss of Turpitude and Crimes, and 
:ubjecting them to those penal hazards, from which 
a purer conduct might exempt them, with perhaps 
an equal chance of accumulating wealth through 
the medium of honest industry. Yet such is the 
pass ion for becoming suddenly rich, and for acquir- 
ing the means of indulging in luxury and extraya- 
ance; that it is to be lamented among the various 
Criminal Devices to which men resort to gratify 
avaricious desires; the purchase of Stolen Property 
is one, which not only spreads broad and wide in this 
great Metropolis, but also attaches to Individuals, 
who, moderating their views, might pass through 
fe with credit aud reputation, without resorting to 
sueh Crim 01! Subterfuges. 

The discoverics which have been made, not only 
of the systematic Trade of receiving and purchasing, 
at yery reduced prices, Commercial Articles of great 
value ; but also of planning and assisting in the exe- 
cution of designs, which have Robbery and Plunder 
for their object, convey to the mind a very melan- 
choly picture of human nature. But when to this 
are added deliberate attempts to seduce men, hav- 
ing the trust of a valuable property, from the paths 


of 
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of honesty, by persuading them to commit felonies, 
and by holding ont, not only those facilitics which 
may assist them in eluding detection ; but also the 
wages of iniquity in a large, though an inadequate 
pecuniary reward, when opposed to the booty which 
is obtained, it is impossible to contemplate a species 
of turpitude thus aggravated and increased, without 
feeling a strong anxiety to see remedies applied to an 
evil of the greatest magnitude, 

This mischievous horde of delinquents, who thus 
propagate and nourish criminal offences, may be 
divided into twelve different classes. 

I. Neceicters of ihe more opulent class ; to whom the 
foregoing observations particularly apply. These avai- 
ing themselves of the pecuniary resourses they pos- 
sess, give existence and vigour to depredation, upon 
a large scale, by solicitations and facilities, without 
which they could not have been committed ; and when 
under the embarrassment of detection, avail them- 
selves of their pecuniary resources, in calling forth 
the talents of Counsel and the whole chicane of the 
law, to enable them to elude the punishment due to 
their crimes ; in which the friends of Morality and 
Justice have to lament that they are too often suc- 
cessful, producing thereby incalculable injuries t0 
the Community at large. 

Of all others, the individuals of this class are the 
most noxious and destructive to Commercial Pro- 
perty. Some of them haye carried on Sugar Refineries 
chiefiy by the spoliation which they fostered and en- 

| couraged. 
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couraged. They have accumulated wealth by pur- 
chasing Tea, Coffee, Hemp, Ashes, Deals, Timber, 
and many great articles of Commerce, at very re- 
duced prices, which their credit in the Commercial 
World has enabled them to dispose of, without 
suspicion, at the full value. 

II. Receivers of an inferior Class, who are in con- 
nection with small Grocers, and venders of Smuggled 


Goods, through whose medium the Lumpers have 


been accustomed to dispose of the Plunder they ob- 
tained, and which was afterwards conveyed by false 
Bills of Parcels to the Houses and Shops of the 
Purchasers, whose dealings amounted to a large sum 
in the course of a year. 

III. HNeceivers, in connection with Revenue Offi- 
cers, who are denominated Copemen, and who con- 
tribute, in no inconsiderable degree, to the Pillage 
which has taken place in outward and homeward- 
bound Ships, by the assistance they afford in finding 
means to convey the articles on shore, and afterwards 
in disposing of them. 

IV. Receivers who keep Shops for the Purchase 
and sale of Old Iron and Old Stores, Hand Stuff, 
Junk and Rags, who deal with the Stealers of 
Cordage, Metals, and other articles, which they 
are ever ready to purchase, at an under price, with- 
out asking questions, and not seldom to cover the 
unlawful possession of King's Cordage, by certifi- 
cates of similar Stores, purchased at the Sale of un- 
*rviceable articles at the Dock-xurds. 

0 V. Receivers 
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| thereto; or permitting their houses to be a general 


and encouraging this species of Depredation, (which 
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V. Receivers who keep small Grocers' Shops, and 
Chandlers' Shops for Corn, and other articles.—Thes 
encourage Labourers, and others, who work on Ship. 
board and in Warehouses, to purloin - Sugar, 
Rum, Coffee, Pimento, Ginger, Dutch Cheeses 
Corn, and various other articles which are instantly 
purchased, under circumstances which denote a 
periect knowledge of the articles being Stolen. 

VI. Publicans who are in the habit of giving 
credit to Lumpers, and other Aquatic Labourers, 
receiving in payment whatever they can stcal and 
purloin from Ships and Vessels in the River Thames, 
and from the Wharfs and Warehouses adjacent 


rendezvous for Journeymen Coopers, who comm! 
acts of Pillage in the Warehouses, under the pre- 
tence of removing Samples. 

VII. Small Manufacturers of Twine and Ropes, 
who are in connection with the Labourers on board 
of Ships fron Russia, and with Night Plunderer 
who pillage Hemp Lighters : Supplying themselves 
in this manner with the chief part of the Raw Me- 
terials which they work up at a very under price 


has gone to a great extent annually,) by applications 
to those whose situation at the time aftords them op- 
portunities of obtaining, by unlawful means, this 
partcujar article. 

VIII. Female Receivers who keep houses of I 


fame, or are otherwise in connection with the Ses. 
men 
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men on board the Ships and Vessels in the River 
Thames. — These, after plundering the thoughtless 
men of their wages, by the most inſamous means, en- 
courage them to pilfer and steal whatever can be 
obtained; in the sale of which they are generally 
cheated of three-fourths of the value. This ill- got 
wealth is speedily dissipated in riot and debauchery, 
and the Depredations renewed, subject to a re- 
petition of the same frauds and impositions. 

IX. Covetous Receivers, whose attention 1s direct- 
ed to good Bargains, and who are in the habit of 
purchasing Smuggled Goods and cheap articles with- 
out asking questions. 

X. Careless Recervers, who without meditating 
any evil design, purchase, indiscriminately, what- 
ever they can obtain cheap, under the idea that it is 
the private adventure of Sea-faring men, or their 
connections, For this speeies of traffic, there are 
multitudes of open doors in every Street in the 
vicinity of the River on- both sides, from London 
Bridge to Blackwall and Greenwich. 

XI. Recervers of his Majesty's Naval and Victual- 
ing Shores, residing at the Towns and Villages from 
Deplſard to Leigh and Sheerness, on both sides of the 
River Thames, and on the River Medway, and from 
thence to Chatham. These afford infinite facilities 
to persons who navigate Hoys, and other Vessels in 
the service of Government, in the purchase of what- 
ever can be abstracted from their Cargoes, Stores or 
Materials; and who are also in the habit of pur- 

o 2 chasing 
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chasing from the Mates and Crews of Trading Ves. 
sels whatever they bring for Sale without asking 
questions. They are discovered to be a very mis- 
chievous elass of men, and require to be narrowly 
watched. | 

XII. Few Recervers, and others who keep singli- 
horse Carts, and collect old Iron, Copper Bolts, Nails, 
and different Metals; also Junk, Cordage, and Ships 
Stores, &c. at the Dock-yards of Deptford, Woolwich, 
Sheerness, and Chatham, by holding out encourage- 
ment to those who have opportunities to pilfer and 
steal, by the purchase of such articles at an under price. 
These single-horse Carts have greatly increased of 
late years, and the facilities they afford in the im- 
mediate conveyance of King's Stores to places of 
concealment, together with the lures they hold out 
to Labourers and others to pilfer and steal, have 
long rendered them objects of attention on the part 
of the Police. Their rapid increase too affords 
Strong grounds of suspicion, that the evils they 
generate are multiplying every year. 

In estimating the number of these respective 
Classes of Receivers, it must be evident that the 
mind cannot be assisted by any accurate data.— 
Recourse muſt, therefore, be had to those lights 
which experience, in executing the duties of 8 Ma- 
gistrate, upon a very extensive scale, has suggested; 
aided by minute inquiries, and by an attentive vies 
of the different ramifications of these various nut- 
series of Criminality, | 


With 
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With the assistance therefore, of such informa- 
tion, as experience and investigation have furnished, 
the following general view of the probable numbers 
of those noxious Members of Society, in their dif- 
ferent Classes, is offered to the consideration of the 


Reader ;— 


xs, Opulent Receivers who trade on a large Scale 20 
2d. Inferior Receivers who deal with Lumpers, &c. 25 
za. Copemen in connection with Revenue Officers 20 
4th. Dealers in Old Iron, and Old Ships“ Stores, &. 55 
5th. Small Grocers and Chandlers , . . . . 55 
th. Publicans .' . +» „„ 
7th. Twine and Rope 88 „ 5 „% „„ $M 
e + » :« ©» +» «© «- WM 
a Cormous Racgivers - - oo ' © «. +» +» + 
10th, Careless Receivers . 150 
11th, Receivers on the Banks of the Then * 
Medway below Deptford , . . . „ 
12th. Jew Receivers and others who travel with Caris — 


na: «>>. - a 


t now becomes necessary, after the foregoing de- 
lineation of a very melancholy picture of the com- 
ponent parts of this great machine of Turpitude, 
which has so long been moved with impunity, and 
which has proved so hostile to the rights of inno- 
cenee, and to the best interests of Commerce and 
Navigation, to exhibit the whole in a collected point 
if view by the following 


RECAPITULATION, 
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 RECAPITULATION. | 
Total Number, Delinquent, 
ist. Mates of Ships and Vessels 3,444 — 500 
29d. Inferior Officers and Crews 24,000 _ 4,000 


3d. Revenue Officers, &. .. 1,400 — 7 
%% - dl © 1,200 
5th. Coal-heavers . ., . 3800 — 600 


SEED. ᷣ ͤ T < +» 400 =— 300 


5th. Watermen 900 — 500 
8th. Lightermen . . . 1,500 — 900 
gth. Night Watchmen . . . 1,000 — J0⁰ 
roth. Scuffle-H unters F500 — 500 
11th. Labourers in Warehouscs t, ooo _ $00 

36,344 9,bo 


,,, . 
230. Night Flunderers . . + « +» + + +» + | 
n4th. Light-Horzemen - »- + + «© +» + + + | Mi 
I5th. Receivers, including (12 Classes:) 555 
e6th. Mudlarks and Rat-Cat chers . . W 


— — 


Total 9 . . 10,850 
—5—— 


As in Military Tactics an experienced Genen 
will feel it his duty to consider well the force and 
position of an opposing enemy, with respect to tit 
condition, and arrangement of his own strengtb, 
in a warfare upon hosts of Criminal Delinquents, " 
becomes equally necessary to estimate their num, 
bers, and the hostile plans they have concert 

against 
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against the property of the innocent part of the 
Community, before measures of opposition are at- 
tempted. | 

In organizing therefore, the System of THE Ma- 
INE POLICE, the strength and situation of the enemy 
in all the various detachments and subdivisions 
which formed the general army of Delinquents, have 
been fully appreciated, and the establishment was 
by degrees adapted, as far as limited funds and defict- 
ent laws would admit, to the object of eradicating 
the mischief by an imate conquest, on the principles 
of prevention, rather than severity ; and with this 
particular view, it at length assumed the form which 
is now to be explained. 


I. 4 Judicial Department, where Magistrates pre- 
side for the sole purpose of taking cognizance of 
offences committed in Ships, Vessels or Craft, in 
the River Thames, or in the vicinity thereof, by the 
Stealing of any part of the Tackle, Apparel, Stores, 
or Cargees ;—of making Adjudications and Con- 
victions, in cases of Misdemeanors;—and of com- 
mitting for trial ſor higher offences. 

To this Department is attached a superintending 
resident Magistrate, two Judicial Clerks, a Chief 
Constable, and seven Petty Constables. Any Police 
Magistrate, or any other Justice of the County of 
Middlesex, may assist the Magistrates in their judi- 
cial Functions. 


II. 


— 
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II. A Marxsg Porice, or Preventive (Depart. 
ment, under the particular direction of the Super. 
intending and Resident Magistrate, to which the 
following Officers are attached :— 


Ist. 1 Chief Clerk and Cashier, for general purposes. 

2d. 1 HouſeSurveyorand Superintendant of Ship Constables, 
31. 4 Boat Surveyors, for visiting Ships, &c. 

4th. 5 Perambulating Surveyors, for River duty. 

5th. 18 Watermen attached to these Surveyors. 

6th. 1 Surveyor of the Quays. 


5th. 2 Assistant Surveyors. 
8th. 30 Quay Guards under their Superintendance. 


62 


Ship Constables are only employed on the appli- 
cation of the Ship Owners, for the purpose of pro- 
tecting the Tackle, Apparel, Stores, and Cargo, 
from Plunder during the discharge. They are con- 
sidered as efficient Substitutes for the very inefficient 
Watchmen formerly employed, and are of cours 


paid by the Ship-Owners. The Quay Guard is at 


present defrayed from a Fund contributed by the 


West-India Planters and Merchants. Their em— 
ployment ceases when the Cargoes, under the pro- 
tection of the Police, are warchouscd. 


III. 
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III. 4 Department for employing Lumpers for 
the purpose of discharging Ships, as a further means of 
preventing Plunder. Also under the particular con- 
trol of the superintending and resident Magistrate, 
to which the following Officers are attached : 


Ist, 1 Superintendant of Lumpers. 

2d. 1 Collecting Clerk. 

3d. 1 Assistant Clerk in the Office for Lumpers. 

4th. 80 Master Lumpers, sworn and instructed. 

Sth. 820 Working Lumpers, controled by the 

Police, and more or less employed as 
— c ccasion requires: (average number.) 
Total about goo 


The plan upon which the Lumping System is 
conducted, is detailed in the Minutes of the West- 
India Committee in the Appendix V. and the 
Rules explanatory of the expence, in Appendix IV. 


IV. A General Department for the Accounts and 
other purposes—Under the direction of the Magis- 


trates, 
is, A Cashier, collecting Clerk and other Clerks, already 
mentioned. 
2d, A Solicitor under the direction of the Commercial body, 
So far as relates to the prosecution of Offenders, 
3d. A House-keeper and Office-keeper. 
4th. A House-watchman. 


The total number of persons composing the whole 
Letablishment, who are remunerated for their ser- 
vices 


— 


. 

is 
* 

i 
U 
19 
1 
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N vices from Funds issued by Government, and 
{ from Contributions by the West-India Planters and 
Merchants, may be arranged according to the fol. 


BS 


lowing 
RECAPITULATION. 


ist. The Judicial Department. 

Superintending Magistrate—No Renumeration. 
| Resident Magistrate 1 Salaries, 
1 Judicial Clerks . . 2 
F r 
9 — It . 2.980 00 
2d, The Marine Police Department. 

Chief Clerk and Cashier 1 

Surveyors on the River 9 

House Surveyor . . 1 

. Þ. + - | 26 

— 29 1700 00 

Quay Surveyors . 3 

Quay Guards 30 

_ I 
3d. The Department for Lumpers. 

Superintendant of Lumpers I 

Collecting Clerk . . . I 

Azzistant Clerk . . 1 

— 3 . 27000 
4th. The General Department. 

$olicitor for Prosecutions 1 

Oikice-keeper . . -. - I 

House-keeper 1 

House Watchman . . 1 

— 4 . 20000 
. 


Total persons. 80 . 4, 100 0 0 
Brought 
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Prought over . 4, 100 0 © 
House, Taxes, Law Charges, Stationary, Coals, 
Candles, Boat expences, premiums for — 900 o © 
vices, and contingent Charges, &c. &c. 


Total expence on the present Scale. C. 5, ooo o o 


The number of persons who are remunerated for 
their labour and services by Ship-Owners, have been 
already stated, to inelude the Ship-Constables and 
the Lumpers, vis. 


Ist. 220 Ship Constables paid as Watchmen only, 
when employed. 
2d. 900 Lumpers who receive the usual Wages, 
en called to perform the labour of 
— the discharge. 
Total . 1120 | 

As this, however, is no. new expence, it is unne- 
cessary, and even impossible to state the annual 
amount, as it varies according to the Calls which are 
made upon the Institution for this additional means 
of security; to promote which, it certainly operates 
very powerſully; and it is only to be lamented, that 
those whose duty it is to avail themselves of this sin- 
gular advantage, in favour of the Freighters and Pro- 
prietors of Cargoes, are so backward in their applica- 
tions, since no expence is thereby incurred which they 
did not, or ought not, to have disbursed for Watch- 
men and Lumpers previous to the establishment of 

the Marine Police. (g) 


(g) See Appendix III. IV. V. 
RECAPITULATION 
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RECAPITULATION 
Of the whole Civil Force of the Marine Police, permanent and 


eccasional as now systematized. 


Ist. Judicial Department 1 
Permanent \ ad. Marine Police Department. 62 
Establishment. zd. Department for Lumpers 3 
4th. General Department . 4 

— 80 


Occasional 
Establishment, 
for Protection 


structed . . * . . . 220 
Master Lumpers, sworn and in- 


IC Constables, sworn and in- 


BR S420 
and Labour, 2 Lumpers under th 
control of the Police , . 820 
— 1120 


w— —— 


Tam!  - 


Such is the Civil force (permanent and occasional) 
which has been opposed to the phalanx of Delin- 
quents, who have assumed so formidable an aspect, 
as appears from the detail of the whole of their pro- 
ceedings which has been brought under the review 
of the Reader in this Chapter. 

Previous to the adoption of this plan, the River 
Thames was without a single Police Guard-boat, 


and no antidote existed against the dangers to be ap- 

prehended from River Pirates, Night Phmderers, ot ; 
general conflagration arising from the diabolical 
designs of mcendiaries. : 


The various classes of offenders had reigned long 
undisturbed 
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undisturbed; their plans of Depredation had been 
completely systematized, as has been already shown; 
and they had become exceedingly bold and auda- 
cious. 

In attempting therefore, to resist such a numer- 
ous and powerful confederacy, it became indispen- 
zably necessary to understand their various modes of 
proceeding, and to adapt the system of prevention to 
the peculiar circumstances of the case. 

The object in view was to eradicate the mischief 
50 far as related to West-India Property, more by 
measures of prudence, and precautions of a preven- 
tive nature than by force, violence and severity.— 
The task was arduous—But as resolution and atten- 
lien were to be opposed to long habits of turpitude, 
the difficulties were to be overcome by establishing 
an accurate system, and by following it up with 
rigour and perseverance. 

The first step thereſore, was to discipline and in- 
ztruct the subordinate Officers in all their respective 
departments, and to impress upon their minds the 
nature and importance of the duty assigned them. 

With this immediate view, instructions were drawn 
up for the House Constables—Ship Surveyors and 
Derambulatory Surveyors and their Watermen, on 
the River, —for the Superintendant of Lumpers, the 
Miter Liumbers, and Ship Constables : and likewise 
for the Sur eyors upon the Quays, and the Guards 
under their direction; together with a solemn oa 2th of 
Oitice, applicable to the situation and functions of 

each 
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each class of Officers. (% In a charge which was 
also given by the superintending Magistrate, the 
peculiar duty of each class was explained, with the 
strongest injunctions to conduct themselves with 
purity, attention, prudence and discretion,—warn- 
ing them of the vigilance with which their conduct 
would be watched, and the infamy and disgrace 
which would unquestionably follow any departure 
from the line of rectitude they had solemnly sworn 
to pursue, in case of detection, which from the 
system of Checks which was established, was render- 
ed unayoidable. 
The delivery of the first, and all subsequent Ships 
which have been placed under the care of the Institu- 
tion, commenced by. pasting or nailing upon the 
Main-mast, a printed paper in large characters, en- 
titled a Caution against Pillage and Plunder, (i) which 
the Police Constables were instructed to read aloud 
as soon as the Lumpers and Coopers were assembled, 
and before they began working. (#) 
At first, the necessity of adopting these and other 
preventive measures, and the labour of examining, 
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(4) See Appendix No. VI. for the Instructions to these respective 

Officers, and the Oaths of Office administered to each. 
(i) See Appendix No. VII. 

(4) Some months since, 2 gang of Lumpers, after coming on 
board to discharge a West-India Ship, quitted their employment 
instantly on the appearance of the Tolice Officers, and on their 
reading the Caution. The reason was afterwards discovered 
they went on board for Plunder, under an impression that the Ship 
was not under the Police; finding themselves disappointed, the 
resorted to an unguarded Ship. 
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instructing, and bringing into a state of discipline 
such a number of Officers, was excessive. For al- 
though the appointments were chiefly made on the 
recommendations of the West-India Merchants and 
Ship-Owners, yet it was not to be expected where 
the applications were so numerous, that all who were 
employed could be correct characters. This import- 
ant deficiency was therefore to be made up by dis- 
cipline, instruction, and superintendance. It was 
necessary, not only to teach every man his duty; 
but to establish those checks which would secure the 
performance of it. It was a new experiment to 
overawe delinquents, by convincing them that in the 
system which was established, there existed a suffi- 
cient portion both of vigilance to detect, and of 
srength and resolution to seize every person detected 
in, or charged with the commission of crimes, and to 
convey them instantly before the Magistrate, whose 
powers are well-known to every culprit. 

From the constant perambulation of the Police 
Boats, both by night and by day, with power to seize 
and apprehend delinquentsconveying stolen Property; 
they speedily began to see their danger. The strength 
opposed to them was systematic and regular. Firm- 
ness and perseverance were the leading characteris- 
ties of the design. No relaxation of discipline could 
be dispensed with. The duty assigned each indivi- 
dual, must be carefully and punctually performed. 
Means existed of immediately discovering every 


ct of inattention or neglect, The first was noticed 
by 
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by a severe reprimand and admonition. The latter 
by an instantaneous dismission. It was laid down as 
a fixed principle, that immediate access to the Ma- 
gistrates might be had wherever an occasion required, 
by the lowest Officer on the establishment. When a 
complaint was to be heard, a grievance redressed, or 
information to be given, theparty, without the media- 
tion of any one, had full liberty of applying to the Ma- 
gistrates who heard the whole circumstance, and such 
orders were made as the nature of the case required, 

Hence has this new Establishment afforded an 
undeniable instance, to exemplify the wonderful 
effect of Police Institution properly systematized. 

The powers which the Officers were known to 
possess ; the control under which they acted, and 
their immediate connection with Magistrates, who 
devoted their whole attention to the object,—all 
these operated as a host against Criminal Confedera- 
cies. While common Watchmen, from their want 
of discipline and authority, excited no dread, and 
operated in no respect to preyent the evil, these 
Ship-Officers, acting under the instruction of the 
police Magistrates, produced an effect beyond what 
was possible to have been conceived, not only in the 
protection of the Commercial Property, but also in 
the preservation of his Majesty's Revenue : while the 
combined strength of the Establishment contributed, 
in an eminent degree, to the general security of Ship- 
ping, and Commercial Property, against the iniqui— 
tous design of Inccndiarics, and the dangers of Con- 


flagrations. 
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CHAP. V. 


The immediate effects of the River Police Inslitution, 
in the protection afforded to WWest-India Property— 
Exemplified by a comparison of the Old and New 
Srstem, in delivering the Cargoes of Ships and Ves- 
rels ci Sugar, Rum, and other Colonial Ariicles. 
Ie unaccountable conduct of a certain portion of 
the Ship Owners noticed - Aummadversions thereon. 
— The injuries which Property sustained, by the dis- 
poiilion Shewn to deny every countenance to the New 
Police System :— The success of the design evinced, 
by its Surmounting all difficulties :—lIts utility prov- 
ed by the honourable teslimony of 51 reputable Ship- 
Masters in the West-India Trade : By the public 
approbation of the WWharfingers : By the Resolution 
of the IMA tat- India Commuttee ; and the public test1- 
mouy of the Body of Planters : — A Siatement of 


additional proofs of the benefits which have resulted 


from the Insiilution, by the general effect it has pro- 
duced in over-awing and restraining the commission 
of acts of Delinquency, by those Classes of Aquatic 
Lactourers who were formerly the chief Agents in 
facilitating the conveyance of Plunder; and by the 
Crimmal Purchasers in the vicmity of the River.— 
The utility of the Inslitution also proved, by the 
C:mmution of the Custom-house Sales: — By the 
Punishment of about 200 Offenders, and by the 
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general vigilance of the System, by which in th 


course of the first Season, the Saving to the Ind. 
viduals and the Revenue is estimated at 150,000/, 


As in Military Warfare an enemy is intimidated 


by the power, strength, and superior position of the 
opposing armv so in the arrangements 4which arc 
formed for rhe conquest of Delinquency, are in- 
pressions excited in proportion to the apparent 
energy of the design, and the features of vigilance, 
which it exhibits wherever danger is to be appre- 
hended. 

The various and extended ramiſications of a $1 
tem, calculated in its nature to attack at once the 
whole mass of Turpitude which existed, and to meet 
and oppose the hydra in all the different forms which 
it assumed, were contemplated by the enemy witz 
a mixture of dread and malignity, which afterwards 
inanifested itself by ebullitions of rage and dis 
pointment. 

Conscious however, of the insults which had been 
offered to the injured Laws of the Country, by 3 
course of delinquency unparalleled in its extent and 
magnitude, the conquest became less ditficult that 
in cases of Military Warfare. 

The various classes of Offenders perceiving that 


every vulnerable point was guarded, felt for once 
the 
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the power of the Law, when exercised under the in- 
fluence of a well-regulated Police, and appeared 
resigned to the alternative of abandoning their evil 
pursuits. The result was, that the River Thames, 
from being crowded with Boats of all descriptions, 
during the discharge of the West-India Fleets, be- 
came unusually still and quiet. 

The great engine of the Preventive System was 
put immediately in a state of activity by the de- 
livery of West-India Ships, (whenever applications 
were made, ) through the medium of sworn Foremen 
properly instructed, and Registered Lumpers, with 
the addition of Ship Constables for the protection 
of the Cargo, both in the Ships and in the Lighters. 
The effect of this cannot be better explained than 
by exhibiting the following comparative View, be- 
tween the System that prevailed under the old 
regimen, and that which was adopted by the River 
Police. 


Ide Practice explained under The Practice explained under 
the Old System. the Marine Police System. 


I, Lumyrrs. IJ. Luwrtrs. 


Notwithstanding many ex- Although it was no part of 
tellent regulations which have the original Plan of the Marine 
been made by the West-India Police Establishment to under. 
Merchants, and various expedi - take to find labourers to unload 
ents which have been tried with- the cargoes of West-India Ships, 
in the last forty years, for the yet with a view to a radical 
wrpoxe of improving the Sys- cure of a very enormous evil, 
em of working out West India it was afterwards determined to 

Cargoes, P 2 attach 
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Cargoes, so as to prevent the 
enormous pillage and plunder 
which took place, these cargoes, 
with some few exceptions, have 
continued to be discharged under 
Tontract, by a class of men called 
Master Lumpers, consisting of 
publicans and persons of very 
doubtful characters, who, with 
the exception of five or six, are 
known to have betrayed their 
trust in the most shameful man- 
ner, and to have connived at the 
most excessive plunder, leaving 
their gangs, who were generally 
composed of the most desperate 
andsuspicious characters, in many 
instances, to reimburse them. 
zelves from the plunder they ob- 
tained, while their employers, 


the Master Lumpers, pocketed, - 


in many instances, the chicf part 
of the Lumping dues received 
from the Ship-Owners, and 
hence it became their interest to 
connive at the most shameful 
breakage of casks, and à great 
and unnecessary expence in 
cooperage, which was created 
too often for the purpose of af. 
fording greater opportunities to 
the Lumpers, Coopers, Revenue 
Officers, and Waterniea; and 21:0 
in many instances to the Nates 
and Ships Crews, to plunder the 


* 
Cargo 
2 


(Lumpers,) 


1 
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attach to the Institution à de. 
partment for registering Lum. 
pers, not only with a view to 
obtain, by degrees, a class of 
men that were more select, and 
to be able to exclude suspicious 
characters, but also that in work. 
ing out the ships, these Labour. 
ers might be more immediately 
under the control of the Police 
Establishment. According]y, 
about eighty individuals, capa- 
ble of acting as Foremen, and 
about eight hundred of that cas 
of men who are accustomed to 
unload West-India Cargoes, 
were put upon the Registers of 
the Office, and gangs were 15. 
signed to as many of the Sls 
as were applied for. 

The Master or Foreman cf 
each of these gangs was solemn- 
ly sworn to perform the peculiar 
duty assigned him, according to 
his instruction, and particular 
to permit none of the Casks ot 

ackuges to be wilfully broken 
—to prevent Pillage and Plan- 
dcr, and to promote dispatch 10 
the utmost of his power. 

Six cid Ship Masters, wo 
were appointed River or Foa 
Surveyors under the Marine Po- 
lice Establishment, had each, 
division of ships assigned them. 

whic” 
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Cargo to a very great extent, 
in proof of which the most in- 
contestable evidence has been ad- 
duced, confirmed by a multitude 
of witnesses who have been cxa- 
mined at different times upon 
oath, and who developed a scene 
of systematic robbery and depre- 
dation to an extent almost beyond 
credibility ; each Lumper carry- 
ing on shore two or three times 
a day, large quantities of Sugar, 
Coffee, Pimento, Ginger, and 
every other portable article, and 
this, independent of excessive 
plunder which took place in ſe- 
jeral ships during the night, in 
conzequence of contracts made 
by the Mates and Revenue Of- 
ficers, with certain Receivers, 
who sent a class of men, called 
Light-horsemen, who were per- 
mitted, for a certain sum of 
money, to plunder the hold, and 
who have been known, by means 
black bags, called black tr, 
and made for the purpose, (hold- 
ing each about 100lb. of Sugar) 
© have carried off to the extent 
of two or three tons of Sugar 
each night, for a length of time, 
during the discharge, besides 
lurge quantities of Rum in blad- 
ders, as well as Coffee and other 
articles. While, on such occa- 

sions, 


(Lum pers.) 
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which they visited regula-ly 
while under discharge, twice in 
the day, and once during the 
night. They inspected the 
work going forward in the hold 
and upon deck, and gave such 
orders and directions for the pur- 
pose of promoting economy and 
dispatch, and of preventing plun- 
der, as their professional and 
nautical knowledge suggested, 
and they reported their proceed- 
ings every day to the Magis- 
trates,at theMarine Police Office. 

The effect of this system has 
been wonderful, and the saving 
to the Planters, Merchants, 
Ship-Owners, and the Revenue, 
must have been inmense. 

No plunder whatsoever could 
possibly be obtained under the 
system of vigilance which took 
place. "the men were not per- 
mitted to go on shore during the 
day, by which a great inroad 
to pillage was prevented. The 
Watermen's Boats which were 
accustomed to hang upon the 
bows and quarters of West. India 
Ships under discharge on all form- 
er occasions, for the purpose of 
conveying plunder under the Old 
System, and the grapplers and 
draggers for old ropes, called 
Mudlarks, who usually attended 

in 
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sions, the common Lumpers and 
Coopers, who worked out the 
ship in the day, were permitted 
to increase their pillage ad libi- 
tum, as a bribe, to prevent them 
from making a discovery of the 
nightly plunder, 


II. Coortss. 


In all instances where West. 
India ships were discharging in 
the River Thames, journeymen 
Coopers have shewed a consi- 
derable predilection to be em- 
ployed. And as double, and 
sometimes triple, the number 
went on board that was ac- 
tually necessary, in most instances 
where there was not a vigilant 
Captain, or an attentive Mate, 
the expence was greatly increas- 
ed; since the chief object of this 
class being plunder alone, they 
created work for themselves, 
for the purpose, not only of af- 
fording abundant resources for 
Pillage, by the spillings of the 
casks, but also to keep as many 
of them as possible on board, 
that all might share in the booty, 
The men generally had a boat 
to themselves, which constantly 
hung upon the ship, and as they 
were seldom searched, their de- 

predations, 
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in the night to assist in convey. 
ing plunder, were no longer to 
be seen.—In short, an effectual 
check has bcen given by the 
Police, wherever 1t attacked, to 
the shocking depredations which 
heretofore, prevailed, 


TI. Cooryers, 


Under the Police System, the 
journeymen Coopers, finding 
themselves unable to carry on the 
system of Pillage, which here. 
tofore prevailed, not only de- 
manded higher wages of their 
Masters, but it has been disco- 
vered that where 7hree or fur 
Coopers were formerly necessary, 
one is now, in most instances, 
sufficient, and frequently even 
this one Cooper has not had em- 
ployment for half of the day. 
Because, wherever the Police 
System attaches, the casks are 
not permitted to be wilfully 
broken, as formerly, and there 
is now no inducement to multi- 
ply unnecessary hands, as there 
is no plunder to be obtained: 
hence a great saving in the 
wages of Coopers, as well as in 
nails, hoops, and staves, inde- 
pendent of the gain that arises 


from the effectual check to the 
enormous 
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predations, in many instances, 
must have gone to a great ex- 
tent. 


III. WATCHMEN. 


Since the vast extent of the 
Pillage and Plunder in West. In- 
dia ships has been admitted to 
exist, and that many of the Mates 
and Revenue-Officers,* instead 
of being checks on this Plunder, 
have, in abundance of instances, 
been proved to promote it. It 
has been customary for Ship- 
Owners to employ Watchmen 
(composed, no doubt, of the best 
men they could select) to guard 
the cargoes against the enormous 
depredations to which they were 
subject; and as they were under- 
*t00d to be upon duty alternate- 
ly day and night, they were ge- 
nerally allowed 4s. and 5s. per 
day: but it appears, although 
these men were employed, and 
although they were supposed to 
watch day and night, the plun- 
cer went on as before. 

* This is by no means meant to 
convey a reflection upon all Mates 
ind Revenue Officers, some of whom 
"ave certainly conducted themselves 
th great integrity and propriety, 
«14 have proved themselves worthy, 


1 at] respects, of the trust reposed in 
"Rem, 


If 
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enormous plunder which took 
place through the medium of this 
class of men. 


III. Warchuex. 


The Ship Constables, under 
the Police System, are composed 
of men who have not only had 
the best recommendations, but 
who were preferred, upon a full 
investigation as to character, 
ability, and fitness to execute 
the trust reposed in them, 

Each of these Police Watch. 
men are solemnly sworn to exe. 
cute a certain duty, and to fol- 
low specific and clear instruc- 
tions which are given them, 
They are moreover armed with 
the authority of the law ; and 
duly qualified to seize and ap- 
prehend all delinquents, which 
is already proved to have had a 
wonderful effect in preventing 
depredations. They are regu- 
larly surveyed by superior of- 
ficers, both by day and night, 
who inspect into their conduct, 
and report daily to the Magis- 
trates how far they have con- 
ducted themselves properly, and 
in conformity to their instrue- 
tions. And as they derive their 
authority from the Magistrates, 
and are accountable to them 

only 
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If a Watchman happened to 
be an honest man, who would 
not connive at any depredation, 
being under the control of the 
Mate, he was sent to the Quays 
in the Lighters, that nothing 
might be communicated that was 
going forward. But even while 
on board, these watchmen being 
armed with no authority; having 
no person to control them, or to 
inquire whether they were faith- 
ful or corrupt ; and being equal- 
ly well paid, without any risque 
of dismission, whether they 
acted properly or improperly ; 
they naturally yielded to the 
force of bad example : (and more 
especially if such an example 
was exhibted by their superior 
Ofiicers on board: ) and hence it 
is, that they have connived at 
abuses, and that the evil had not 
diminished. 

Nor is it likely that these 
abuses would cease, even if 
Watchmen, giving security for 
fidelity, were to be employed, 
since under the system which 
has heretofore prevailed, there 
are no means of detecting men 
thus employed, without any per- 
son to control them but those 
who are most likely to commit 
depredations themselves, namely, 

the 


(Watchmen.) 
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only for their conduct; and 28 
they know they will be narrowly 
watched and minutely examined 
how far they have performed the 
duty assigned them, they stand 
in a predicament different from 
all other Watchmen. They must 
be correct, vigilant, and faithful, 
in the discharge of the trust they 
have sworn to fulfil, or they not 
only lose their bread, but are 
rendered infamous, and are 
punished in case of any criminal 
connivance. No check that can 
be devised, although strength. 
ened by pecuniary penalties, or 
even by bond and surety, can 
equal that which attaches to a 
Marine Police Constable; which 
has in the result, been clearly 
evinced not only by the atten- 
tion which has been manifested 
in completely protecting the 
Cargoes of the Ships under their 
charge from plunder ; but it ap- 
pears from the facts which have 
been stated upon the voluntary 
oaths of old Watchmen, nov 
(on the recommendation of the 
Merchants) acting as Marine 
Folice Officers, since the dis- 
charge of the ships in which they 
were stat ioned, that under tit 
the Old System, it was i;mposs- 
ble for them to prevent Plunder, 

0! 
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the ship's inferior Officers, who 
most not be offended, lest the 
Mate Should withhold a certi- 
ficate of good behaviour, and 
thereby occasion a difficulty in 
receiving payment for attend- 
ance; and therefore it is evi- 
dent, that only those Watch- 
men who act independently of 
inferior Officers, can secure 
the Cargoes of West-India 
Ships from plunder. This 1s 
proved in a multitude of in- 
stances by the affilavits' of old 
Watchmen, who have heretofore 
been employed, and who have as- 
Signed the most unanswerable rea- 
zons why they were unable to 
protect the property under their 
charge, or to prevent the exces- 
sire plunder which in many in- 
itances took place, 


IV. Warchutx ix LIGHTERS 


axD ON THe Quars. 
Under the Old System, it was 
"TI * 
usual to send a Watchman to the 
. * - C 4 
Quay, with the first Lighter, 
to Which he was < onstantly at- 


Ta * 1 


„tor such length of time 


4 1 . . 
as fie Cratt remained under her 
cargo, (in some instances, per- 
, * 

dafs, three or four weeks) to do 
F Fd ” a @ * » 

Ot WA; r19p055:ble for any man 


ro 
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or to guard the Property in many 
instances from the excessive de. 
predations which were commit. 
ted upon it, for want of that 
authority which they now pos- 
dess; and the assistance received 
from the precautions taken by the 
Marine Police, in causing a 
printed paper, entitled, * 
Caution agains? Plunder, to 
be natled to the mast, warning all 
persons of their danger in case of 
detection. That being now armed 
with the authority of the law, 
and assisted by the countenance 
and protection of the Magis- 
trates and Surveyors ; and feel- 
ing morever, that they act under 
the influence of a solemn oath 
to execute their duty with fide- 
litv, they have found no difficul. 
ty in preventing depredations on 
the cargo. 


IV. Marrxe Polier Waren- 
MEN IN THE LIGHTERS, AND 
ON THE QAvars. 

Under the New Police system 

a very different arrangement 

takes place. Each Lighter is 

loaded under the immediate eye 
of the Police Officers, and the 
number of Casks and Packages 
is inserted in a printed Way- 
Bill, which is carried by the 


Officer 
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to perform to watch the pro- 
perty day and night until the 
Lighter was discharged. And 
hence arose the excessive plun- 
der which has heretofore taken 
place both in the Lighters and 
upon the Quays, at the time 
when these Watchmen, if not 
parties themselves, were either 
asleep or absent, receiving high 
wages for peforming a pretended 
duty, in many instances, without 
any check or control upon their 
conduct, or any means used by 
which it could be discovered, 
whether they did their duty or 
not. The most infamous prac- 
tices have been generated, and 
the most shocking instances of 
carelessness have been manitest- 
ed in consequence of the want of 
that general protecting system 
which now prevails with respect 
to these ships in the West-India 
Trade, which are placed under 
the protection of the Police. 
Sugars and other perishable 
articles have been suffered to lie 
in the open air for weeks to- 
gether, without covering, and 
without any person to give no- 
tice to the consignee of the par- 
ticular situation of the property, 
50 that great damage was often 
sustained, in addition to the pil- 


lage 
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Officer who attends the Lighter, 
and delivered by him to the 
Marine Police Guards, who are 
in constant attendance upon the 
different Quays. The Marine 
Police Watchman, after taking a 
receipt for the cargo of the 
Lighter, returns immediately to 
his ship, and the Quay Guard 
takes the Craft under his charge, 

This Guard is a distinct Esta- 
blishment under the Marine Po. 
lice. It consists of Thirty 
Sworn Officers and three Sur. 
veyors, as checks upon their fide- 
lity. These Guards are station- 
ed upon all the different Quays 
and Lighters, and their distribu- 
tion depends on the number of 
Lighters in each situation which 
have come from ships discharged 
by the Marine Police Office. 


They watch constantly day and 


night. They are changed every 
six hours, and visited at different 
hours of the day and night by 
their Surveyors, as a check upon 
their conduct, and for the pur- 
pose of detecting acts of careless- 
ness or infidelity, 

The advantages of this sys- 
tem in point of economy are ob- 
vious, and with respect to secu- 
rity against Plunder, nothing 
can so clearly demonstrate the 

Supe» 
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lage which must naturally be ex- 
pected, from an exposure for such 
a length of time to men of the 
most depraved characters, both by 
night and by day, and who are 
constantly hunting about for this 
species of accessible plunder, as a 
means of subsistence : and hence 
arose the losses which Lighter. 
men and Wharfingers have been 
occasionally compelled to make 
good to consignees, and which 
could not fail to increase, if the 
Marine Police Institution had 
not collateraly extended its pro- 
tection to this class of men, as 
well as to Planters, Merchants, 
and Ship-Owners. 


(Watchmen,) 
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rior benefits of the plan now 
adopted, as the following volun. 
tary testimony of a respectable 
Wharfinger :—His words are 
these, © I am proud to say, I 
tc never saw the business of the 
« Quays conducted with so much 
cc ease and comfort as it has been 
ce this Fleet; I proposed doing 
© myself the honour to wait on 
&* you, to acknowledge the utili- 
« ty of stationed Constables on 
« each Wharf, who act with such 
c good authority, in keeping 
&« off idlers and long- apron- men 
ce who seldom or ever work”, 


This comparative view exhibits, in a small com- 


pass, the effect of the System, wherever its protection 
was permitted to extend to specific Ships, discharged 
under the control of the Institution. 

Notwithstanding the benefits, derived by the Pro- 
prictors of West-India Cargoes, have been rendered 
so indisputably clear and self-evident ; and the Com- 
mittee of Merchants, authorized to conduct the 
whole of the general affairs of the Trade, have so 
anxiously recommended it to Ship-owners and Ships' 
Husbands, to place their Vessels in this Trade under 
the protection of the Police, without any new ex- 
pence being incurred ; it 1s no less true than sin- 

2 gular, 
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gular, that the Owners of, at least, one-third of the 
Ships, composing the Fleets which have arrived 
Since the Institution was established, have not chosen 
to avail themselves of the advantages which it held 
out, Hence it has followed, that a certain propor- 
tion of the Freighters and Consignees have, in such 
instances, been deprived of that immediate protec- 
tion which they had struggled, by their Committee, 
for so long a period to obtain; and their Pro- 
perty, for want of Police Constables, was not 
only exposed to pillage in the Ship, but unavoid- 
ably deprived of the chain of transit protection 
in the Lighters, and upon the Quays, which has 
been provided for the security of such cargoes as 
are placed under the cognizance of the Institution. 

The System itself (as far as human Institutions 
can be complete) is competent in every respect to 
the security of Commercial property, wherever it 
attaches, as will be shewn in the Sequel by irrefra- 
gable proofs. 

It is the indisputable interest of Ship-Owners to 
avail themselves of its advantages upon two grounds: 
frst, as a complete protection to the Tackle, Apparel, 
Stores and Materials of their Ships: and secondly, as 
a sccurity against a diminution of the Freight by the 
Plunder of the cargo, since the quantum is ulti— 
mately ascertained by the weight at the King's 
beam. () But such is the mistaken policy of men 

eager 

(/) The following is extracted from the Report of the Committee 


of West-India Merchants, June 26, 1798: «1 
- , : 
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eager in pursuits of wealth that an evident benefit, 
with respect to the security of property, (often of 
great magnitude,) is sacrificed to save a certain 
trifling expence ; and 1t 1s much to be lamented, that 
the proprietors of cargoes do not in general experi- 
ence that attention and liberality from many Ship- 
Owners and Ship-Masters which they deserve. 

Had the Marine Police Institution subjected Ship- 
Owners to any pecuniary expence for its support, 
there might have been some reason, (and even that 
too would have been of a slight nature,) for refusing 
to comply with the regulations of the West-India 
Merchants. But when it is shewn that no new ex- 
pence whatsoever attaches to this class of men— 
That nothing was asked of them by their Freighters, 
the West-India Merchants, but to substitute Police 
Constables in lieu of the old Watchmen, which the 
usage of the Port had fized as an expence on the 
Ship-Owners.—That the request thus made was 
not only with a view to the compliance with a moral 
obligation on the part of Ship-Owners to do their 


It is with peculiar satisfaction that the Committee find them. 
« selves enabled to state that the expence of Lumping out a Ship 
under the New System will probably not exceed the average 
amount paid for Lumpers and Watchmen.—'The whole of the 
* treight on the quantity of produce usually plundered, will there. 
* fore be a clear profit to the Ship; and estimating this Depreda- 
tion at the very low rate of one-quarter of a cwt. Sugar per hogs- 
head, it is obvious that the saving to Ship-Owners in the Port of 
London only, will in one year, amount to . 10, ooo, on the 
single article of Sugar imported, exclusive of other Merchan- 
« dise.“ 


c 
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utmost for the purpose of protecting the property of 
the Freighters : but also to promote their own im- 
mediate interest, as has actually been shewn, by an 
increase of Freight, and the security of the Tackle, 
Apparel, and Stores of their Ships from Plunder.— 
It will appear almost incredible that an Institution 
originating in principles so admirably calculated to 
extend henefits to a class of men, who had long 
complained loudly of the injurics they were suffering 
by Pillage and River Piracy, should not have received 
the utmost countenance and protection. But when 
it is further stated, that the original Projector of the 
design not only /aboured himself gratuitonsly, but 
exhibited in the arrangements, (as has already been 
shown, )() which he established, a System of ceconomy 
evincing in the actual expenditure the same minute 
attention to the interest of the Public, as if the whole 
had been a private concern of his own, (2) it would 


(m) Cap. IV. page 159, Kc. 

(x) Extensive and numerous as the Establishment appears, and im- 
portant and beneficial, in a commercial, financial, and moral point of 
view, as the advantagesare proved to have been which have resulted 
from the System; although these are the strongest reasons to believe 
that in the West-India Importation also, the Proprictors of Cargoes 
have saved 100,000l. and the Revenue 50,000l ; yet the whole 
current expence for twelve months, exclusive of the first expence of 
the House Furniture, Arms, &c, has been defrayed as follows: 


wt. By adyances from the Treasurer of the West- 


india Committee [1946 9 5 
2d, By advances from Government 2350 © 0 


Total „„ - £699 9 5 
SCCM 
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seem that a design thus formed and conducted, would 
have experienced the universal support of every class 
of men, concerned in Shipping and Navigation. 

It was however, speedily discovered, that this 
Institution had more to struggle with than the mere 
Delinquency upon the River, extensive and alarming 
as that appeared to be. 'There were secret springs 
which operated powerfully in exciting the most un- 
just and unfounded prejudices. Not a few of the 
old Master Lumpers, whose ill-gotten gain had 
perhaps, enabled them to afford pecuniary and other 
facilities, to some Ship-Masters, and Subordinates in 
the Counting Houses of the Merchants, appeared to 
have a certain degree of influence in exciting ela- 
mour, and in raising difficulties. Men who had long 
profited by Contracts for the Delivery of Ships, which 
the West-India Merchants had declared in their 
Public Report, (o) To be ruimnous and destructive 
to the Port of London,” could not easily relinquish a 
position which had been so extremely productive of 
money arising from the infamous System of Pillage, 
at which they had connived. 

The laudable attempts therefore, which were made 
by the Body of the West-India Merchants, to have 
their Cargoes discharged by means of Lumpers, 
under the Regulations of the Marine Police Insti- 
tution,(p) were, in some measure, defeated by the 

intrigues 
(e) See Apyenvix V. 
(4) On the arrival of the first Fleet, after the Establishment of 


the Marine Police Institution, in addition to the Public Report of 
the. 
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intrigues of not a few of those whose improper con- 
duct had rendered these Resolutions necessary. 
Ship-Masters were assailed immediately on their 
arrival, and the strongest prejudices were attempted 
to be excited against that Department (7) of the In- 
stitution, which had been planned and recommended 
by the Merchants themselves. 

The object of these intrigues was to induce Ship- 
Owners and Ship-Masters to adhere to the Old Sys- 
tem, partly from parsimonious views in being eased 
of the expence of Police Watchmen, and perhaps, 
in some instances, from motives of influence arising 
from certain facilities which the Police System did 


not hold out. 


the Committee of the West-India Merchants, the following Reso- 
lution of a General Meeting, bearing date the 26th of June 1798, 
was very generally circulated among all Ship-Owners and Ships' 
Husbands, &c. 


« RxsOLVED, 
& That it be recommended to all Owners and Hue bands of 

Ships, and to their Agents, to have their Cargoes discharged at this 
Port, by means of Lumpers, under the Regulations of the Marine 
Police Office, No. 259, Wapping New Stairs : and that the Cap- 
tains of all West-India Ships be instructed by the Owners, &c. to 
grant an order on the Ship's Husband or Agents, for the amount of 
the Dues for discharging their respective Cargoes: such order to be 
given to the Clerk, authorised by the Marine Police, to receive the 
said Dues, according to the Rates, which have been settled by this 
Meeting, and which will be produced by the Clerk of the said 
Marine Police Office.“ 

r) The Department for working out Ships by sworn Foremen 
and registered Lumpers. 


6 The 
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The result was, that in many cases where the re- 
commendation of the West-India Merchants was 
disregarded, the Cargo became exposed to Pillage, to 
a certain extent, both in the Ships and in the 
Lighters, and also upon the Quays, inasmuch as the 
West-India Produce, in this situation, was unavoid- 
ably deprived, not only of the benefit of the nautical 
Surveyors, in superintending the discharge, and 
controling the Ship Constables, but the Chain of 
Security, which had been devised by watching the 
Property in, and from the Ship to the Quays, and 
until it was deposited in the Warehouses, could 
only apply to Cargoes placed under the charge of the 
Institution. 

Under these mortifying circumstances, which, in 
spite of the laudable exertions of the Merchants, 
operated so powerfully in defeating in part the great 
preventive System which had been devised, there was 
no alternative, but to double the exertions of the 
Police in detecting the Offences, which were thus 
generated; since no power existed to enſorce the 
means of Prevention, which had operated so fayour- 
ably in all instances where it applied. 

Accordingly by the vigilahce of the Police Sur- 
veyors upon the River, instances frequently occurred 
where Lumpers and others were detected with 
Sugars, Coffee, and other Articles, stolen from un- 
protected Ships, who, but for this circumstance, 
might have been kept honest; and it must be 
lamented by those of humane feelings, that the 
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want of the influence of the Preventive System has 
given rise to some severe examples, which other- 


wise might not have taken place. 


The object of the Institution is to render Punish- 
ment unnecessary, by making Confederacies for the 
purpose of obtaining Plunder impracticable. 

However certain it is, that Crimes cannot, by any 
human eontrivance, be entirely prevented, it is clear 
to. demonstration, from the successful experiment 
which has been made, that it is practicable by appo- 
site Regulations, correctly executed, to diminish them 
in such a degree as to secure the Community, in a 
great measure, from their consequences. 

Under all the embarrassments which have been de- 
tailed, and in spite of the hidden opposition and in- 
trigues, which operated through the medium of those 
who had profited to a great extent by this species of 
Robbery and Plunder, the perseverance and ſirmness, 
which were from the first moment leading features 
of the System, overcame many difficulties. The in- 
junctions of the two Boards of Customs and Excise, 
by degrees operated in silencing the clamour and rage 
of the lower order of Revenue Officers, which was s0 
peculiarly eonspicuous at the commencement of the 
Institution, as not only to excite notice, but to de- 
monstrate, that the primary object with too many of 
them, was not a faithful discharge of their duty. 
Had this been their only consideration, there could 
exist no cause of dissatis{action, since the severest 
Punishment that could be legally iuflicted, was held 

6 | out 
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out in terrorem to all Police Constables, who should 
presume to interfere with them, or offer them any 
insult in the fair execution of their duty. On the 
contrary, they were strietly injoined to afford every 
assistance, and on all occasions to conduct them- 
sclves towards them with the utmost attention and 
civility, under pain of immediate dismission. 

But above all, the Commercial Body trading to 
the River Thames, is eminently indebted to the 
uniform countenance and protection afforded to this 
Institution, by his Majesty's Principal Secretary of 
State for the Home Department, (2) whose character- 
isic patriotism, stimulated by an ardent desire to do 
good, produced the most beneficial effects in the 
steady and uniform support, which he afforded as 
chief Magistrate of the Police; and the great atten- 
tion he bestowed, (and still bestows,) in promoting 
whatever contributes to the efficacy, and general 
utility of this design. 

Aided by the condescending influence of such 
high authority, and the consciousness. of being 
engaged in a pursuit highly beneficial to the 
Community, those in the immediate direction 
felt encouraged to persevere under many accumu- 
lated difficulties, and the consequences were favour- 
able in the highest degree to the cause of Public 
Morals, aud the security of Commercial Property. 

Ihe cycs of many of the most respectable of the 
Ship-masters, were at length opened to the utility 


(nu) His Grace the Duke of Portland. 
a 2 Ot 
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of the design; and after its effects were fully under- 
Stood, they bore the most honourable testimony of 


the benefits they had derived from it. (q) 
The 


(7) CERTIFICATE, —Signed by fifty-one reputable Ship-maxter:, 
trading to the Port of London, October 1798. 

Wr, the undersigned Owners and Masters of Ships in the West- 
India Trade, &c. having taken into our consideration the Plan of 
the Marine Police Institution, for protecting the Property of the 
Planters and Merchants on board of Ships and Vessels in the River 
Thames, and for discharging the said Vessels under the inspection 
of sworn Officers controled by the Institution, and also under the 
Superintendance of Surveyors of reputable character, who have been 
Masters of Vessels ; and having each of us experienced the good 
effects of this Institution in the discharge of Vessels under our 
respective commands, lately arrived from the West-Indies, not 
only in regard to Pillage and Plunder, which it was formerly next 
to an impossibility to prevent, but also the great care taken in 
regard to unstowing the Cargoes, which it is well known have 
been wilfully broken, notwithstanding our utmost exertions to pre- 
vent the same, both by Lumpers and even Coopers themselves: 

We feel it a duty we owe to the Merchants, Planters, and others 
trading to the Port of London, and the Public at large, in express. 
ing our approbation and satisfaction of the Marine Police Institu- 
tion, as a system which appears to us from actual observation, to be 
of the greatest advantage to the Mercantile Interest as well as the 
Revenue, both of which have suffered beyond conception, by the 
excessive pillage and plunder which formerly prevailed in spite of 
every effort hitherto made use of to prevent the same; and nothing, 
in our opinion, could have operated so strongly as a check to the 
evil that prevailed in every department of the Lumping line, where 
the advantages are obvious, in having the Property protected by 
Constables sent on board, armed with the authority of the Law, to 
scize and apprehend every Delinquent daring enough to attempt 
any pillage or plunder ; the Surveyors over those see that they con- 
«tantly perform their duty, and we find that if any neglect takes 
place, on a representation of their superior Officers to the Magis- 
trates, they are immediately dismissed. 


In testimony therefore of our full approbation of an Institution 
already 
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The Body of the Wharfingers, equally impressed 
with a sense of the advantages which they found to 
arise from the link, in the general chain of protec- 
tion, which extended to the Quays, testified their 
highest approbation of the Establishment. (r) 

Nor were the sentiments of the West-India Com- 
mittee, who were more immediately interested in 
the benefits which arose from this Institation, less 
decided than those who preceded them. At a 
meeting held at the close of the season, when the 
Fleets had mostly arrived, and a clear estimate could 
be formed of the effect of the System, that respectable 
Body added their testimony, not only with respect 


already proved to be useful, and from which greater advantages 
till may be expected, we have hereunto subscribed our names, and 
also the names of the Ships we respectively command, and likewise 
the date of our respective signatures. | 


(r) Extract of a Letter from Edward Ogle, E. Chairman of 
the Body of Wharfingers, at a General Meeting : to the 
Magizstrates of the Marine Police Office. —City Chambers, 
December 18, 1798. 

© Ix compliance with your request, I have had the honour of 

e laying your Letter of the 21st Ut. containing certain queries 
cc as to the effect of the Marine Police Establishment, before a 
© numerous meeting of the Wharfingers of the Legal Quays, held 
at Batson's Coffee-house, for that purpose: and J have the satis- 
* faction to inform you, that it was the unanimous opinisn of the 
meeting, that the establishment merited every encomium that 
* could be bestowed upon it, for the various and extended advan- 
e tages derived from it to the trade of the Port; and they 
requested me further to inform you, that they feel themselves 
* bound in honour, whenever called upon, to bear testimony 
e thereto,” 

to 
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to the advantages derived by the Trade in 
which they were interested, but also, by the Port of 
London in general ; and likewise by the Public at 
large, in the benefits which resulted to his Majesty's 
Revenue. () 

These documents, evincing the favourable opinion 
of the Public Bodies, who, from their peculiar situa- 
tions, were best qualified to make comparisons between 
the state of morals among the labouring Class, and * 
also the extent of the delinquency, as it applied to 
West-India Property, before and after the operations 
of the Marine Police, have been since confirmed by 
the body of West-India Planters ; who, after a full 
investigation of the nature and effect of the remedies 
which had been applied, for the purpose of removing 
an evil, which had very long been felt as a serious 
pressure, and in the suppression of which, they were 
most of all interested, added their testimony of 


(s) At a Meeting of the Committee of West- India Merchants, 
relative to the Marine Police Insﬆitution, held at the Marine 
Society's Office, January 4, 1799. 

RESOLVED, 

That this Committee a e deeply impressed with a high sense 
of the singular advantages, which appear to have resulted to the 
Commerce of the Port of London in general, but particularly to 
the West- India Planters and Merchants, in the protection afforded 
to their Property, by the exertions of the Marine Police Institution, 
as well as by the general system established for the prevention of 
Pillage and Plunder, arising out of the measures for detection, 
pursued by the Magistrites presiding at the Marine Police Office, 
by which in the opinion of this Committee, great and extensive 
benefits have a'so resulted to his Majesty's Revenue. 


a pprobation, 
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approbation, by a vote of thanks to the Author of 
the design. (4) | 

In addition to these proofs of the conviction, of 
those immediately interested in the prevention of the 
Plunder of West-India Property, of the utility of the 
Marine Police System, may be added the general 
Testimony of those who have had access, to know 
precisely the nature of the Protection afforded to 
West-India Property, before and since the Establisb- 
ment of this Institution. 

In the Ships, during the delivery of their Cargoes, 
under the cognizance of the Police, none of those in- 
famous transactions with Receivers have been suf- 
fered, whereby excessive Pillage took place in the 
night, by mcans of a previous understanding with 


% Extract from the Minutes of 4 General Meeting of the Wen- 
India Planters, held by Public Adveriizement, at Wright's 
C'offce-house, Soho Square, London, Fuse 13, 1799 —The 
Right Ion. Lord Peurhyn in the Chair. 

RESOLYEDg 
That Lord Penrhyn be requested to communicate the thanks of 
this Mceting to Mr. Colquhoun, for the zeal, ability, and perse. 
\verance with which he has endeavoured to form an eſſeetual check 
to the system of Depredation, which prevailed on the River 
Ihames. 


Copy of a Note from the Right Hon. Lord Penrhyn to Patrick 
Colguhoun, Esg. 

Lord Penrhyn presents his compliments to Mr. Colquhoun, and 
has the honour of transmitting him the enclosed Resolution. 

Lord Penrhyn feels a very particular Satisfaction, in conveying 
the sentiments of the Meeting, and their approbation of Mr, 
Colquhoun's plan, 
the 
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the Mates and Revenue Officers ; while the Lum- 
pers, Coopers, and all others on board, were effec- 
tually prevented by the terror which the System ex- 
cited, and by the vigilance of the Officers, acting 
under control of the Surveyors, and the risque of de- 
tection by the House-Constables on shore. 

The Watermen were no longer observed hanging 
about Ships during their discharge, nor were the 
Mudlarks to be seen, as formerly, surrounding them 
at low water. It now ceased to be an object with 


| both, since nothing was to be procured. 


Not a few of the Journeymen Lightermen, finding 
no advantage could be obtained by forming connec- 
tions with persons on board of West-India Ships, for 
the purpose of receiving and concealing Plunder in 
the Fore-scuttle, seldom attended until called upon 
to remove their Craft to the Quays; and they were 
equally defeated in every attempt to renew their 
former practices by pillaging the goods in their pas- 
sage to the Quays, as a Police Constable uniformly 
attended and remained in, until the goods were 
placed under the charge of the Quay Guard, 

The Seruffie-FHunters and Long-apron-Men upon 
the Wharfs, were cqually unsuccessful in their at- 
tempts to obtain Pillage after the goods were landed, 
by the vigilance of the Guards upon the different 
Quays; while the Labourers in the Warehouses re- 
ceived a severe check from the vigilant eye, which 
was kept upon the well-known Receivers, by the 


Land Constables, and the detection of Offenders, in 
1 the 
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the transit of the booty, and also by the Prosecutions 
and Punishments which afterwards followed. 

As a further proof of the effect of the System, 
many of these Receivers have moved off: and 
the River is no longer infested by Light- Horsemen 
or Plunderers of West-India Ships during the 
night. 

The Sales at the Customhouse, when compared 
with former years, demonstrated that the quantity of 
Sugar, Coffee, and other West-India Commodities, 
seized from Plunderers of every description upon the 
River, from being extensive, in former years, was 
greatly reduced during the period of the operation 
of the Preventive System: ( and had it fortu- 
nately extended to all the Ships that arrived, little 
doubt can be entertained of the Depredations on 
West-India Property being almost completely eradi- 
cated, 


Sugar, Coffee. 
{z) Customhouse Sales for the year, previous 


to the Establishment of the Marine lb. lb. 

Police - - - 28,446 13,577 
Sales for the year, after the Establish- 

ment of the Marine Police - 9,370 3,716 


Reduction of Seizures «= 109,076 95861 


It is believed, that upon minute inquiry, it will turn out in 
point of fact, that little or no Sugar or Coffee was seized, in the 
possession of Thieves, during the year ending in March 1799, and 
that the Sales were chiefly composed of private adventures seized in 
the Ships, and not of Plunder as on former occasions, 

The 
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The Conductors of this design fetling strongly, 
however, the dangers which might arise from the 
want of that direct and immediate Protection of 
which the Proprietors of the Cargoes, who were to 
be the Sufferers, were in most instances 1gnorant, 
employed every means that could be deviscd for the 

purpose of watching these unprotected Ships, with a 
view to the detection of Plunderers during the 
night, and of searching the chief part of the Lum- 
pers, on leaving the unprotected Ships where they 
were employed as Labourers ; and it is believed the 

ii chief part was detected, since nearly two hundred 

| were either imprisoned or fined for small Offences, 
; 
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while fourteen have been put upon their Trial for 
higher Crimes, of which number, it is to be la- 
| mented, that it became necessary to make some 
severe examples: which, when joined to the 
| vigilance of the System, no doubt, operated 

| powerfully as a collateral check wherever the 
recommendations of the Merchants could not be 
carried into effect, by the more immediate pro- 
tection of Constables; and however much it is to 
be regretted, that any part of the Property of 
the Owners of West-India Cargoes should have been 
at all exposed to danger, while the means of Pre- 
yention existed ; yet upon the whole, although the 
tact can never be accurately ascertained, there are 
strong grounds to believe, that the aggregate Plun- 
der of West-India Produce on the River Thames, 


as it apphes to the Importation from July 1798, to 
March 
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March 1799, (x) does not amount to One-fiftieth 
part of the loss that was sustained in former years, and 
that the Saving to the Proprietors must of course 
have considerably exceeded One Hundred Thousand 
Pounds a year in Sugar, Coffee, Colton, Cocda, Pi- 


mento, Ginger, and other articles, while the Revenue 


must have gained also a very large Sum. 


() Importation of Sugar and Rum, from the West-India Islands, 
&c. to the Port of London, from the zd of July 1798 to the 25th of 


March 1799 : | 
; Ships. Casks-Sugar. Cast Run. 


Jamaica 164 72,208 17,959 
Antigua I4 5,258 | 715 
St. Kitts 14 6,137 755 
Barbadoes . 7,961 65 
Granada 18 6, 806 443 
Montserrat 6 2,742 568 
Nevis 4 1,867 418 
Dominica 14 45152 400 
St. Vincents 26 10,147 908 
Tortola 3 789 109 
Permuda I 171 O 
Sundry Places 108 33,338 2,271 
Total 389 151,576 24,11 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 
The Effects produced by the collateral Influence of the 


Police System in guarding, in a certain degree, other 
Branches of Trade, besides that of the West- Indies 
from Depredation, particularly the Tackle, Ap- 
parel, and Stores, of all Ships and Vessels in the 
River. In the Utility of the Design io the East- 
India Company :—T' the American aud Hamburgh 
Merchants, evinced by the public Testimony of Ship- 
Alasters in these Trades: I the Canada Trade:— 
The Russian Merchants :—The Importers of Tim- 
ber and Grain, Wines, Brandies, Fruits, Sc.— 
And to the Coasding and Coal Trade :—In the 
Protection afforded lo outward-bound Cargoes :— 
The Security shewn to be incomplete, inasmucſi as 
the chief attention of the Police, and the Force it em- 
ploys is principally confined to the Protection of 
Ilesi-India Property. Ilie General Extension of 
the Design highly desireable, 


Aurnoven the Preventive System, as having ori- 
ginated with the Body of West-India Merchants, 
was of course, in a great measure, confined to the 
Protection of this specics of Commercial Property, 


yet the general influence of the design extended 
| collatcraly 
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collateraly to all Branches of Trade and Navigation 
in the River Thames: and it was only because the 
Civil Force was insufficient, and that the System 
did not admit of arrangements, calculated to com- 
pass the general Protection of the Port, that some 
Depredations continued to be committed. 

Limited however, as it has been, both with re- 
spect to pecuniary Resources, and a competent num- 
ber of Boats and Assistants, to overawe and detect 
Offenders in every part of a wide-extended River, 
and still more so on the numerous Wharfs and 
Quays, from whence the Police Guards were with- 
drawn as soon as the West-India Cargoes, under 
their charge, were in a state of Security; certain it is, 
that the regular Perambulation of the Police Boats, 
in their daily and nightly Surveys of the River (few 
as their numbers comparatively were) produced a 
very unportant effect in preventing those Depreda- 
tions of River Pirates, upon the Tackle, Apparel, and 
Stores, of unprotected Ships, to which they had on 
former occasions, been exposed ; and by which out- 
rages considerable losses were sustained. 

But these were not the only advantages which 
Ship and Craft Owners have received from the Esta- 
blishment, and the operation of this Design, since it 
appears upon the Records of the Institution, that in 


Snow-Storms, and severe Weather, when Vessels 


elriſted from their Moorings, and when only the Po- 
hee Boats attempted to go upon the River, the nan- 
tical 
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tical skill and labour of the Surveyors and Boat Offi- 
cers have been zealously excited in saving both Ship- 
ping and Craft, which would probably otherwise have 
been lost, (y) if such timely assistance had not been 
afforded. 

To the Shipping and Craſt in general, this Insti- 
tution has afforded a security which cannot suffici- 
ently be appreciated by those who have great Pro- 
perty at hazard in the River Thames, in times like 
the present, when the Crews cannot be kept on 
board, and when, besides the damages arising from 
tempestuous weather, a still greater calamity was at 
one period to be apprehended from conflagration, 
contemplated by incendiaries, whose diabolical de- 
signs, it is to be hoped, have becn frustrated by the 
vigilance of the Marine Police, and the terror which 
the hazard of detection must have occasioned, from 


() In the night of the 22d of October 1798, the Brig Tyger 
was discovered drifting, and in a situation of great danger, from 
which she was rescued by two of the Police Surveyors. On the 
zoth of January 1799, the American Ship Amiable was, at three 
o'clock in the morning, discovered by the Police Surveyors, to be 
in a very perilous situation, in a Snow-Storm, having drifted from 
her Anchors and carried away her Quarter Gallery, and approach- 
ing fast towards a tier of Shipping, where great damage must 
have ensued, had it not been for the interposition of Mr. Thompson 
a Police Surveyor, then cn duty on the River, who assisted the 
Mate, a perfect stranger, in putting the Vessel into a state of 
Security. Various cases have occurred, where instances of Craft 
laden with valuable Cargoes, and also Boats have been found a-drift 
on the River and secured, until notice could be given to the 


Owners. 
3 know- 
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a knowledge that the Police Boats were constantly 
upon the River. 

To the East-India Company, although the system 
did not immediately extend its protection to their 
Ships, yet considerable benefit has been derived by 
the apprehension of Lumpers, with Tea, Pepper, and 
other Articles, and in exciting a greater degree of 
caution and vigilance. on the part of the Revenue 
Officers, whose duty it was to prevent every species 
of Pillage and Depredation. 

Nor have the Chairman and Directors of this 
great Company been backward in manifesting the 
sense they entertain of the utility of this new Esta- 
blishment, since they have committed to its charge 
matters of considerable importance, on which both 
secrecy and confidence, in the proper execution of 
the trust, became indispensably necessary. 

Among the various branches of trade carried on, 
to and from the Port of London, those of America 
and Germany, (z) (where the aggregate Imports and 
Exports amount to above Sixteen Millions a year) 
have not only felt, but acknowledged the advantages 
which have been derived from the Marine Police, 
eren upon its present very limited scale,—as appears 
by the following testimonies :— 


We the undersigned, Masters of American Ships, trading 
to the Port of London, do publicly declare, that until the esta- 
blishment of the Marine Police, the Cargoes and Stores of our 
Ships, while delivering and taking in, were constantly subject 


(z) See Table, p. 22. 
tO 
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to Plunder, by various descriptions of Plunderers on the River 
Thames, but since such an establishment of a River Police, we 
have experienced the greatest difference as to the security of 
Property on the River, occasioned, in our opinion, by the vigi- 
lance of the Guard Boats, and Officers of the Marine Police 
Institution, constantly, day and night, patrolling on the said 
River. In testimony whereof, we hereunto subscribe our names, 


and the Ships we respectively command. 
Signed ly Seventeen Ship-Maxters. 


Wr, the undersigned Matsers of Hamburgh Ships and 
Dessels, trading to the Port of London, being truly sensible of 
the manifest difference as to the security of Property, on the 
River Thames, arising from the vigilance of the Guard Boats 
and Officers of the Marine Police Institution, patrolling the 
River, by day and by night, do consider it our duty voluntarily 
and publicly to declare, that whereas, formerly our Cables, 
Hawsers, and every article of Ships' Stores, as well as the in- 
ward and outward Cargoes of our Ships, while delivering or tak- 
ing in, were continually subject to the greatest Plunder, by a set 
of lawless banditti, that then infested the River : We have, since 
the establishment of the Marine Police Institution, experienced 
the most beneficial effects, in the protection afforded by the vi- 
gilance of the Boats and Officers belonging to the Office; and 
in testimony do subscribe our names, and the names of the 
Ships and Vessels we respectively command. 


Signed by Thirty Ship- Masters. 
The valuable Trade with Canadla, has also felt the 
protecting influences of the System, and the detee- 
tion of various Offenders in committing very ex- 
tensive Depredations on Hemp, imported from Russia, 
has been the means of recovering considerable 
quantities of that Article which had been plundered 
and stolen. 
Nor 


- RIVER POLICE. 241 


Nor has the extensive Commerce in Timber and 
Grain been less benefited, by the collateral cheeks to 
the pillage to which these branches have been ex- 
posed. The detections and the punishments.which 
have taken place, operated powerfully in diminishing 
the great losses which were annually sustained. 

In the importation of Fruits, Wines, Dye Stuffs, 
Brandies, Gin, and other Liquors, considerable bene- 
fits have been derived from the security which the 
Police established, in overawing Delinquents, who 
turned their attention to this species of plunder ; 
and particularly those, who, by means of Jiggers, 
Tin Tubes, Skins, and Bladders with nozles, were 
accustomed to draw off and purloin large quantities 
of Liquors, 

The Coasting Trade has also shared in the general 
advantages which have arisen by the dissolution of 
these numerous Criminal Confederacies, whose de- 
predations extended to this, as well as all other 
Commercial Property. 

But the Coal Trade, in particular, has obtained 
advantages which only require to be understood, in 
order to demonstrate that the benefits extend not 
only to original Owners and Coal Merchants, but 
ao to every consumer of this species of Fuel, whose 
*upplies depend on the importation into the River 
Thames. The important reform of the excessive 
abuses which prevailed in this Trade, is rendered 
manifest by a candid and fair comparison of the state 


„was in, before and since the existence of the Po- 
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lice System. The prevention of the excessive Pillage 
in the Colliers, and the consequent abolition of 
public Markets, for the sale of plundered Coals, 
and the check given to the daily and nightly depre- 
dations which were committed in the Coal Barges, 
will be best explained by the following public tes- 
timony: 


47 a general Meeting of the Buyers and Factors of Coalt, in 
the Pert of London, held this Day, at the Gun Tavern, 
Billingsgate—Dated the 9th January, 1799. 


IT was resolved, that it is the opinion of this Meeting, that 
the Pillage of Coals, in the River Thames, has been consider- 
ably prevented by the exertions of the Marine Police Office, 
which exertions, it is hoped, will be continued in future. It is 
likewise determined, that a copy of the above resolution Shall 
be sent to the Office, signed by the Chairman. 

(Signed,) J. R. Woo, Chairman. 


To the firmness, temper, and humanity, which, 
from the first moment, have been displayed in resort- 
ing more generally to scasonable admonitions, than 
to the example of punishment, is to be attributed the 
very general sense which an unpolished race of men 
entertains of the former turpitude of their conduct; 
and the important change which has been brought 
about, with respect to offences of this nature, 

Such has been the effect of this very limited 
experiment, with respect to the various articles 
imported into the River Thames, 

It has been supposecd, that the extensive robberies 

6 committed 


RIVER POLICE. 243 


committed on outward-bound Cargoes, have arisen in 


part, or at least have considerably increased, in 
consequence of the numerous gangs of thieves being 
cut off from the other resources of pillage, which 


they formerly possessed in so eminent a degree, and 
almost without check or control; but it is known 


from recent evidence, that offences of this nature 


have long existed, and been carried on to a great 
extent ; and that the detection and discovery of this 
species of plunder is, in a peculiar manner, to be 
attributed to the general influence of the system of 
River Police. | 


It is not however unlikely, that certain classes 


of Delinquents, who had been long accustomed to 
profit by the privilege they assumed of plundering 
homeward-bound Cargoes, and who perhaps, trusted 


to this as a means of enabling them to indulge in 


luxuries and extravagance above their station, (and 
not within the compass of their fair earnings,) may 
have availed themselves of the very unprotected state 
of outward-bound Cargocs, in committing acts of 
depredation, which would not have taken place had 
not other resources failed. 

Be this as it may, the records of the Institution 
Shew, that the detection of Offenders in this line of 
Plunder has been more numerous, during the short 
period since the Marine Police was established, than 
for many years before : and if that vigilance which 
has produced these discoveries, and the examples 
which followed, can have any influence in overawing 

R 2 Delinquents, 
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Delinquents, and in preventing a repetition of the 
same mischief, the Export Trade in common with 
the Imports, has derived benefit from the security 
which has been thus afforded. 

It must be admitted, that these benefits and this 
security can only at present be considered as partial, 
since the effective part of the System as yet applies 
only to one branch of Trade, to the protection of 
which the Civil Force is chiefly directed. This 
however, admits of an easy remedy; namely, an 
extension of the Design to the whole Commerce of 
the Port. The propriety of a measure so salutary, 
even without the various lights which this Treatise 
throws upon the subject, has already engaged the 
attention, and excited the exertions of many of the 
most respectable characters, in whom the Commer- 
cial Body place their chief confidence ; but the 
details and explanations which relate to the various 
remedies which ought to be applied for the purpose 
of eradicating the evil, and rendering the security 
permanent and complete, will be reserved for another 
Chapter. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII. 


Considerations on the National advantages of the 
Marine Police Institution :=The benefits which 
could arise from an extension of the came design, 
to every Commercial Port where extensive Trade is 
carried on :—Exemplified in the instance of Liver- 
pool, and the River Severn. Ie benefils to the 
State demonstrated, in the preservation of the duties 
on Stolen Property; in the check given 19 illicit 
Trade; and in the protection afforded to Naval, 
Victualing, and Military Stores. —The sense enter- 
tained by the Commissioners of the Navy, of the de- 
ficiency of the Laws, and of the want of a proper 
Police, with respect to this species of Property.— 
Specific detections of the pillage and embezzlement 
of Public Property. Heasons for estimating the 
Saving to the Revenue under the establishment of 
the Marine Police, at not less than £.150,000 4 
year :—The securily it also affords against conflagra- 
tion by Incendiaries. — Concluding Observations. 


| all instances where internal regulations operate 

beneficially to bodies of men or individuals, an 

essential advantage results to the Nation at large. 

In this point of view, the Marine Police Institution 
becomes 
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becomes extremely prominent, as a wise measure of 
Government, highly interesting wherever Commerce 
is carried on, since it appears that the contagion of 
Pillage is not confined to the River Thames alone; 
but has infected every Port in the Kingdom, more 
or less, in proportion to the increase of opulence, 
and the extent of Commercial Property in circula- 
tion. (a) Nor is this view of the too general cor- 
ruption of morals among Aquatic Labourers, carried 
even to the extent which truth and a knowledge of 
facts fully warrant. 

Evil examples are of rapid growth ; and where no 
pruning hand exists, they specdily extend their 
poison far and wide, It appears, in fact, that the 
immense Property which floats upon navigable Rivers 
and Canals in all quarters, is become subject to Waste 
and Depredation in a very great degree. (%) Strongly 

evincing 


(a) Since the establishment of the Marine Police, an application 
has been made to the Superintending Magistrate, by the Secretary 
of the West-India Merchants trading to the Port of Li verpcol, 
representing that even there, notwithstanding the conveniency of the 
Docks and Mare houses, excessive pillage takes place, particularly in 
the article of Coffee, which is conveyed to Manchester in great 
quantities: and requesting information respecting the plan pursued 
on the Thames for suppressing this evil. Every information and 
assistance was of course afforded. 


3) A Letter recently received by the Magistra es of the Marine 
Police, from a respectable House in Stourport in Worcestershire, 
contains the following statement: We are Proprietors of Trows 
« and Barges in the River Severn, employed in the conveyance of 
« the most valuable Manufactures of this Country, between this 


« place and the Port of Bristol every Spring-tide, Cur Vesscls, 
« called 
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evincing that the science of Police as it has been 
applied to the River Thames, has become a great 
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called Trows, are all open. The Goods are protected from 
damage by tarpaulins only. They will carry 120 Tons or more, 
and are navigated by seven or eight men, but never proceed 
higher up the River than from Bristol to Gloucester. After. 
wards, the Cargo is put into Barges, and the Crew distributed 
amongst them ; and these with occasional assistance bring their 
Cargo home. On the downward voyage, the Goods are put on 
board of from three to ten or more Barges, which convey them to 
Gloucester ; a part of the men proceed from thence in the Trow 
to Bristol with the Goods, while the others return home to be 
ready for the ensuing springs. It is during the transit of these 
upward and downward Cargoes of the most valuable Merchan. 
dise, that the most daring, systematic, and en*rmous Plunder is 
carried on, which would stagger credibility, and which affects 
us as common Carriers so seriously, that not knowing how or in 
what manner to procced, we have made free to solicit the favour 
of your assistance. At an extravagant expence and infinite 
trouble, we employ people to weigh the various packages of 
Manufactures of Sheffield, Birmingham, and Manchester, on 
receipt and delivery, when 1t not unfrequently turns out, that a 
package weighing alike at each place, shall contain a quantity of 
Bricks and Stones as a substitute for other valuables. The 
common men receive 138. or 145 a-week besides provisions, 
notwithstanding not a Cargo arrives without depredations being 
committed, There are four other concerns of this sort, of 
which ours is one, whose losses are grievous. It is supposed 
there are Receiving-houses for the reception of the articles which 
are stolen, in the neighbourhood of Newnham ; and a respectable 
Inhabitant of that place states, that it will be attended with no 
small degree of danger, to attempt to detect and punish them. 
We are persuaded there cannot come a cask of Liquors without 
adulteration, and no Gentleman will trust a pipe of Wine in 
their hands, The Masters of Vessels are equally 1gnorant as 
their Crews, and are supposed to league with them. I his, added 


to the extreme difficulty of bringing home the charge, and the 
slight 
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National object ; and that the application of reme- 
dies similar to those adopted in the Port of London, 
is requisite wherever Commercial Property passes in 
transit. 

To the Country at large therefore, this success- 
ful experiment becomes highly interesting, inasmuch 
as an antidote to a growing evil has been thus dis- 
covered by the general application of which Property 
is to be preserved from Waste and Pillage ; the 
Public Revenue is to be secured; and the morals of 
a great and useful body of people amended and 
improved. 

To these general advantages which must result to 
the Country, by extending the regulations of politi- 
cal economy, which have been experimentally 
proved to be so salutary and correct with respect to 
the security of Commercial Property on the River 
Thames, are to be added the speciſic benefits which 
are derived by the State, not only from the increase 
of Revenue obtained on many valuable articles 
which were plundered and smuggled ; but also from 
the prevention of a considerable proportion of the 
illicit Trade which formerly prevailed by the dread 
of detection by the Police Officers, and the obloquy 
attached to men who are thus subjected to a public 
inquiry on suspicion of being Criminals. 


ce slight punishment infli-ted, emboldens to more flagrant and con- 
ce tinued robbery.—C.1000 value of Salt was stolen last year.— 
« After you have considered this, may we be permitted to hope 
« for your reply. Stourport, August 13, 1799.” | 


But 
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But these are not the only benefits which the State 
has derived from the effect of the Marine Police, 
His Majesty's Naval, Victualing, and Military 
Stores, have experienced a security heretofore un- 
known. Many extensive depredations have been 
prevented merely from the terror which the system 
excited, and from the detections which held forth to 
Delinquents, the danger to which they were exposed 
from the vigour and energy of the design. 

The records of the Institution and the frequent 
communications with the Navy and Victualing 
Boards, in consequence of the pillage and embezzle- 
ments of Public Stores which were discovered and 
detected, sufficiently prove that the influence of 
this branch of Police, crippled as it has been for 
want of apposite Laws, (c) was not confined in the 
| benefits 


c) The deficiency of the Laws as they particularly apply to 
minor offences in purloining and embezzling His Majesty's Stores, 
have been so prominent in the view of the Commissioners of His 
Majesty's Navy, by the recent acquittal of several Offend-rs, that 
they have formed the laudable resolution of applying to Parliament 
ſor more apposite Legislative Regulations, calculated to reach the 
various cases of pillage which now frequently occur, where the 
Culprits escape without any punishment at all, to the great injury 
of the Public, inasmuch as crimes of a pecvliar description are 
generated and increased from the security experienced by Delin- 
quents. As a proof of the favourable sentiments entertained of 
the Police System by the Cammissioners, and of their patriotic 
intention to use every means for the purpose of checking this exten- 
de and growing evil, the following Letter has been addressed by 
their Solicitor to the Author of this Work, who is now anxiously 
employed in devising a plan of Police adapted to the prevention of 

Frauds, 
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benefits it conſerre |, to Co nmereia' Property alone; 
but that it extended collateraly to the protection of 
every species of Government Stores in transit upon 
the River Thames. 

The effect of the System operating thus benefici- 
ally to the State, is proved not only by the number 
of persons who have been detected and punished, ( 


Frauds, Plunder, and Embezzlements, in His Majesty's Arsenals, 
Dock-yards, and Ships of War and Transports, &c. 


Six, Norfolk-Street, May 16, 1799. 
The Commissioners of the Navy, having an intention of apply. 
ing to Parliament, to extend and amend the Laws for preventing 
the embezzlement and stealing of His Majesty's Naval Stores, and 
having directed me in preparing the intended Bill, to attend to the 
suggestions and recommendations on the subject in your excellent 
and valuable Publication, I shall consider myself as obliged to you, 
as I am sure the Commissioners will, if you will at your leisure 
have the goodness to furnish me with any hints upon the subject, 
which may have occurred to you since the publication of your 
Treatise, and which you think may be worthy the attention of the 

Legislature. I am Sir, with great respect, 

Your most obe.:ient humble Servant, 

To P. Colguhoun, Es. CHAS. BITKNELL. 


(4) Besides the detection of three Masters of Transports and 
eleven other persons, (Seamen and others), having Naval Stores 
unlawfully in their possession, a most extensive pillage and em- 
bezzlement in the numerous Victualing Hoys, conveying Liquors, 
Provisions, and other Stores, to the Russian Men-of. War, and His 
Majesty's Ships in the Ri vers Thames and Medway, have been dis- 
covered. The Receivers residing in the Towns and Villages 
adjoint. g the River, have been prosecuted, or exposed, and Several 
of the Masters of the Hoys and others who were concerned in the 
Conspiracy, have been dismissed and punished; and the evil has, by 
means cf the excrtions of the Police, and the laudable examples 
made by the Commisstoners of Victualing, been in a great measure 


prevented, 
but 
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but still more by the apparent diminution of the 
evil. | | 

Hence it would seem, that in whatever relates to 
the permanent establishment of this System, the 
State is not less interested than the Individuals. 
The benefits are mutual with respect to the security 
of Property against the depredations of Delinquents, 
while in other respects, a paramount interest is felt 
by the Government of the Country, not only in the 
improvement of the Revenue, (e) which must 
have increased very considerably, but also in the 
security against conflagration arising from the vigi- 
lance of the System, in carrying into effect the 
Laws relating to Gun-Powder and boiling of Pitch, 
and other combustible matter in Ships, while at 
their Moorings in a crowded Port. 

Nor is it unfair to presume, although no direct 
proof can be advanced, that the Marine Police has 
been of singular use in counteracting the traitorous 
desigus of these desperate Incendiaries, who appear 
from evidence, founded on the highest authority, to 
have meditated the destruction of the whole Shipping 

in 


{-) Tf it is admitted, according to evidence, that there is not 
one-fiftieth part of the plunder of West- India Goods which formerly 
took place, it must follow that the Revenue on the remaining forty- 
nine ttieths, estimated at more than 100,000/. must, on Sugar, 
Coffee, and other articles, paying a high duty, be equal to 50, oool. 
a year, besides what is gained on all other articles of Commerce: an 
advantage rendered farther manifest by the open declaration of Smugg- 
lers, — That their Trade has been more cut up by the Marine Police, 
* thar by the aubole combined efforts of the Revenue Officers,” '— 

This 
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in the River Thames in the year 1798, by a general 
conflagration. The evil happily has not taken place: 
and it may not be unreasonable to suppose, that the 
dread of detection which the System excited, in 
consequence of the unremitting vigilance of the 
Surveyors, in perambulating the River with an armed 
force during the whole of the night, has defeated 
these diabolical designs. | 

The utility of a watchful Police for the purpose of 
controling, by its influence, the turbulent and unruly 
passions of such a multitude of dissolute characters, 
who are at all times employed in Ships and Craft in 
this extensive Commercial Port, is too evident to 
require any comment; since occasional conspiracies 
among Seamen and Labourers, as well as tumults 
and disorders, may always be dreaded, where such a 
general corruption of morals prevails among so great 
a body of the lowest classes of the Community; 
unless prevented by a well- regulated and effective 
Police, adapted in all respects to the prevention of 
the various evils which have been already detailed; 
and which has become the more necessary, from the 
view which has been given in this Work, of the 
gradual and unfortunate change which has taken 
place in the sentiments and opinions of a very useful 
body of men, with respect to depredations on Com- 
mercial and Public Property. 
This however, may arise more from the nature of the Police Sys- 


tem, and the dread of immediate Punishment, than from any want 
of exertion on the part of the Superior Officers of the Revenue. 


CHAP. 


RIVER FOLICE., 


CHA P. VIII. 


Ie means used to render the experiment of the Murine | 
Police permanent and complete. Thie exisling Laws | 
found to be extremely deficient, —Great Attention and | 
Circumspection necessary on that Account, A new | 
System of Legislation digested, and grounded on 
actual Experience. —A Il is suggested to extend the 
Benefits of the Police to the whole Trade of the 
River. —A Proposition for raising a Fund adequate 
to this Object, Submitted to the Trade at large — A 
Bill modelled with this particular View :—Its lead- | 
ing Objects explained: I raise a Fund of 10,0001. | 
by a small Tonnage Duty :—To afford Complete | 
Protection, by means of Civil Guards disciplined as a i 
regular Body :—To give extension to the Legal | 
Powers and Penalties of the Act of the 2 Geo. III. 
cap. 28.—The want of @ centre of Union among j 
the Merchants, assigned as a reason for the delays 
which have prevented the Establishment of a pro- 2M 
per Police —The utility of the Bill in removing the i 
Barrier to future Improvements, —fieasons assigned | 
why Docks will not supersede the necessily of a Po- | 
lice ; and why Pillage to a great extent must prevail | 
if no Establishment exist to prevent it :—Exempli- | 
Nied in the Case of the Dock-yards, the East-India 
IFarehouses, and the Docks and Warehouses at l 
Liceo. Security only to be obtained by an over- | 
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awing Police. This System indispensably necessary 
with or without Docks :—The same Service not to 
be performed in any other way at an equal Expence. 
— The Commercial Fund limited to the River and 
Land Guards. —The Magistrates, Sc. to be paid 
by Government.—The Principle explained upon which 
the Table of Tonnage Dues is formed. — Ihe ad- 
vantages resulting from the Protection which this 
Fund will afford :— Arguments offered in favour of 
the System. Doubts suggested whether it will ope- 
rate at all as a Burthen on the Trade. —Explana- 

tion of the Table of the proposed Tonnage Dues.— 
A permanent and energetic Execution of #he whole 
Police System secured by the Bill.—Concluding 


Observations. 


Havxs, in the seven preceding Chapters, endea- 
voured to explain the importance of the Commerce 
of the River Thames; the evils to which it has 
been exposed, and the partial remedy which has been 
applied by the successful experiment of a Marine 
Police; it now becomes necessary to develope the 
means which have been used to render this remedy 
permanent and complete. 

Very little progress had been made in systematiz- 
ing this important Design, before it was discovered 


that the existing Laws were extremely deficient ; 
and 


and that various new Legislative Regulations were 
indispensably necessary, to enable it effectually to 
restrain the multiplied evils which were discovered 
to exist. | 

This deficiency was, in some degree, counterba- 
lanced by the excessive labour bestowed in giving 
vigour and effect, to whatever appeared to be incom- 
plete in respect to Legislative Regulations, and the 
caution and circumspection which was manifested 
wherever difficulties occurred, counteracted, in a 
great measure, the imperfections and the deficient 
powers which might otherways have operated to the 
prejudice of the object which was to be attained, in 
promoting the ends of Public Justice. 

The River Police, like a machine imperfect in the 
construction, required, and still continues to require, 
that unremitting attention and dexterity in putting 
it in motion, which will cease to be necessary, when 
regulated by Legislative Provisions, adapted to the 
precise purposes of meeting the various evils with 
effect; checking their progress, and ultimately pre- 
venting their noxious operation. 

It was evident, that the Projectors of this Plan 
were to be chiefly indebted to practical experience, 
not only for a correct knowledge of the actual defi- 
ciencies ; but for those lights which were indispens- 
ably necessary, to unprove and mature the System, 
50 as to render it permanently beneficial to the Com- 
mercial Body, and to the State, 

Impressed 
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Impressed with these sentiments, it was not until 
aſter the lapse of six months, from the Commence- 
ment of the Institution, that attempts were made to 
digest a system of Legislation applicable to its im- 
provement, and for the purpose of supplying those 
deficiencies which were found to operate to the pre- 
judice of the design. 

During this interval the most minute attention was 
bestowed on the effect produced by the various ar- 
rangements, for the purpose of preventing Crimes, 
and also in developing the causes by which Justice 
appeared to be defeated, or Offences generated, in 
consequence of the imperfections of the Law. 

At length, by means of every aid which could be 
derived from an extensive judicial procedure, in 
which all the obstructions to the full attainment of a 
complete Preventive System were accurately marked, 
the materials which had been progressively collect- 
ing, were ultimately arranged and digested in the 
form of a Parliamentary Bill, having yet only in 
view the Protection of the West-India Commerce, 
for which the Design had been originally formed. 

At this period however, the beneficial effects which 
its partial influence had manifested, with respect to 
other branches of Trade, began to attract the notice 
of some of the most respectable Merchants con- 
cerned in the general Commerce of the Port, who 
suggested a wish, that a System found so advantage- 
ous to the West-India Merchants, should be ex- 

tende 
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tended to the whole Commerce of the Port, and that 
a permanent Fund should be raised under the Au- 
thority of Parliament for its support. 

The Committee appointed to attend to the gene- 


ral interest of this Trade, readily acceded to the 
measure, and soon after a Proposal was drawn. up 


for raising a Fund from the whole Trade of the 
Port of London, with an Estimate of the Amount, 
« proportioned upon the Tonnage, according to the 
« yalue of the Goods imported and exported, and 
« the advantages each Branch is supposed to derive 
« from the Protection afforded by the Marine Po- 
« lice Institution.“ 


LS 
— 


This Proposal, with various explanatory Observa- | 


tions, was transmitted by the Chairman of the West- 
India Committee, to the Governors and Directors of 
the different Chartered Companies; and also to the 
Chairman or principal Merchants concerned in the 
other Branches of Trade to the Port of London, for 

the purpose of carrying the Design into effect. 
Under these circumstances it became necessary 
to new- model the Bill, — to introduce the financial 
part of the System, which had not been before in con- 
templation, and to adapt the various provisions to the 
general interest of the whole Commerce of the Port. 
While the arrangements of this System of Police 
extends equal security to every species of Com- 
mercial Property, the management of the Fund re- 
mains exclusively in the hands of Commissioners, 
appointed by the whole Body of the Merchants 
8 themselves, 
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themselves, never to exceed Ten Thousand Pounds a 
year, and with power to diminish it to any sum, on a 
supposition, that by degrees the habits and morals of 
the Labourers and Mariners in the Ships, Vessels, and 
Craft upon the River, may be so improved as to 
render a less expensive Guard necessary. 

The measure in view is to employ this Fund in 
extensive Guards upon the River, so as to supersede 
the necessity of the numerous inefficient Watchmen 
at present employed, at a very enormous and certain 
expence, while the Depredations which have been 
committed prove how uncertain and doubtful the 
advantages are, which arise from this very deficient 
System. 

The object of the Bill is to substitute to this 
scanty and incompetent Guard, a well-regulated 
permanent Establishment of Police Officers, com- 
prehending a Civil Force which shall be competent 
to afford Complete Protection ; and so arranged, dis- 
ciplined, and instructed, as to insure Fidelity in the 
discharge of the duty required, not only by means of 
the control of Superior Officers, bat by the regular 
Periodical Reliefs, which are proposed; thereby en- 
suring the same attention and punctuality which pre- 
vails in a disciplined Army, with the absolute cer- 
tainty, that the Commercial Property laden and dis- 
charged in the Port of London, shall never be with— 
out that species of Protection, which shall secure it 
from Pillage and Depredation, in all situations whe- 

ther 
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ther stationary on the Quays, or in transit upon the 
River. 

One of the principal objects of the Bill is to give 
extension to the legal Powers and Penalties con- 
tained in the Aet of 2 Geo. III. cap. 28. (already ex- 
plained) on the one hand ; while on the other it pro- 
vides a competent Force, adequate in point of Num- 
bers, as well as Funds, to accomplish the Preventive 
System which is in contemplation. 

In the framing of this important Bill, () upon 
which the Security of Commercial Property, whether 
in Docks or in the River, will, in so great a degree 
depend, nothing can exceed the anxiety and care 
which have been manifested in guarding Innocence from 
Oppression, and of droesling Power of the Faculty of 
Abugse. | | 

It extends to every object calculated to form a 
complete System of Prevention at the least possible 
expence, and fully provides for the preservation of the 
Rights and Privileges of the City of London. 

The utmost attention has been bestowed in anti- 
cipating and obviating every possible objection which 
could be urged in opposition to every single Clause : 
and it is presumed the Bill may be said, with justice, 
to have originated in the purest spirit of Patriotism, 
and the most disinterested desire- to do good, since 
the Promoter of the whole of the Design, does not 
contemplate any personal advantage, from its pass- 
Ing into a law, and has received no reward but 


For an Abstract of the Bill, see Appendix, No. VIII. 
6 that 
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that which arises from the consciousness of wish- 
ing to render an essential service to his Country, 
However much he may regret, that the avocations 
of those who are more immediately interested in the 
benefits which have arisen, and must unquestionably 
arise from this arduous undertaking, prevent an ac- 
curate and minute investigation of the real advan- 
tages which have been obtained, he consoles himself 
with the hope, that the period is not far distant when 
in the effect of the System it will be manifest, that 
the Commerce and Revenue, as well as the Public In- 
terest, as it relates to his Majesly's Stores, have bene- 
fited to an extent very far exceeding any Estimate which 
has been formed.” 

The conclusions which have been made, standing 
as they do on the immutable basis of Truth, will 
remain firm and incontrovertible. The more they are 


considered, the more will they develope the exten- 


sive utility of the design. 

It has been none of the least of the misfortunes 
which has attended the interests of the Commerce 
of the greatest Port in the World, that no general 
Union existed among its Merchants. That they 
might be literally compared to a Rope of Sand, inca- 
pable of uniting either knowledge or talents (al- 
though they possess a very great portion of both) in 
suggesting and carrying into effect Plans for the 


; general interest of the whole Body. 


On this occasion an attempt has been made to re- 


move this obstruction, to which is to be attributed, 
almost 
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almost all the evils which have been brought-under 
the review of the Reader in this Work. 

To this cause perhaps, is also to be ascribed, the 
delays which have occurred in obtaining Docks, and 
innumerable obstructions to the improvements of the 
Port, and the general benefit of its Commerce and 
Revenue. 

The Bill in question among many other great and 
inculculable advantages will, without exciting a particle 
of jealousy by conferring power, remove this Barner 
to useful improvements. The Police of the Port of 
London, from being heretofore attended to by no- 
body, will have efficient Guardians, with power only 
to do good, and without the faculty of doing evil. 
Such an Institution cannot therefore, be too highly 
appreciated ; but perhaps it will remain for Pos- 
terity to discover the true extent and value of the 
benefits which it will confer. 

It has been argued speciously, that Docks will su- 
persede the necessity of a Police; but reasons equally 
conclusive may be offered why those Establishments 
will incscase that necessity. | 

Men inured to a course of Crimes, are not to be 
made honest by increasing the conveniences for 
shipping and discharging Cargoes, whatever these 
accommodations may be. 

The more closely they are connected, and the 
'maller the bounds in which a multitude of labour- 
g Pcople are collected, the greater is the danger. 


dis impossible to lade or deliver Cargoes, or to 
Stow 
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Stow or deposit Merchandise in Warehouses, with- 
out the intervention of Labourers ; and equally im- 
practicable, to control their unruly passions and ra- 
pacious desires, while thus employed by the com- 
mon measures of Precaution, which can be exercised 
in the usual course of business. The Common 
Watchmen, on such occasions, possess no overawing 
influence. Their power, when compared with that 
of disciplined Police Officers, operates upon the 
minds of Delinquents, in the same manner as men 
without Weapons of Offence, compared with an 
Army of Soldiers properly accoutred for War. To 
prevent Crimes, means must be employed to bring 
constantly under the view of the Delinquent, the fear 
of Detection and the certainty of being conveyed to 
a Magistrate. This effect belongs exclusively to the 
Science of Preventive Police, which is only begin- 
ning to be understood. Experience has shewn how 
powerfully it affects the mind ; and it requires only 
a slight knowledge of Human Nature to conceive a 
reason why it must operate as a means of prevention. 

The want of the application of this Science has 
exposed the Property in the Docks and Warehouses 
at Liverpool to considerable Pillage. The same will be 
the case in London, if it does not become the pro- 
vince of those, who are known to have the power of 
Punishment, to attend to this particular Department. 

As soon as the Docks, now in progress, shall have 


received Fleets for the purpose of discharge, a num- 
ber 
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ber of Labourers, from 2 to 3000, many of them in 
the habit of committing crimes, must necessarily be 
admitted constantly into them. In what manner 1s this 
multitude of depraved characters, to be prevented 
from committing Excesses? The Functions of the 
Dockmaster have no relation to this object, nor would 
any arrangement he could make for preventing dis- 
orders avail. Unskilled in the mode of Detection, 
and incapable, from other business—from ignorance 
of the Law, or from timidity at the view of audacious 
Rapacity and Opposition, it would be impossible for 
him to act so as to overawe Offenders, or to keep 
them within bounds. Wherever multitudes of de- 
praved characters are collected in one spot, Danger is 
immediately and at all times to be apprehended. The 
class of aquatic Labourers on the Thames differ from 
all others, inasmuch as their attention is constantly 
directed towards Plunder; and the means of procur- 
ing and concealing it. They are in this view placing 
themselves constantly in direct opposition to the 
intentions of their Employers, who are perhaps, at 
the moment unconscious of what is going forward. 
Being all equally desirous of obtaining Plunder, they 
are of course disposed, if resistance is necessary, to 
5upport one another. Wherever masses of Property 
are collected together, Crimes will inerease, and La- 
bourers will commit acts of Pillage. It is found to 
be the case in his Majesty's Dock-yards, where the 
Labourers are much more select than they can possi- 
bly be in Commercial Docks. It is even known to 

exist 
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exist to a considerable extent in the East-India Ware. 
houses, where still greater pains are bestowed in respect 
to the character of those who are employed. In the 
Liverpool Docks it has been already mentioned to be 
an evil which neither the Docks nor the Ware. 
houses has been able to prevent. The reason is 
obvious. No means of overawing Delinquents exist 
at any of these Repositorics : when detected in acts 
of Pillage, they are often suffered to escape on re- 
storing the Plunder. The barrier between Crimes 
and Punishments is strong wherever the facilities 
arising from a Police cannot be obtained. The mind 
of man relents The tcazing difficulties attending 
Prosecutions restrain the disposition, which other— 
wise would exist to make examples, and hence petty 
Thieves have become more audacious and numerous 
as property has increased. It is only by the direct 
application of an appropriate Police, that Delin- 
quents can be overawed and restrained. Deprive the 
Docks of the Security attached to Regulations founded 
on the Science of Police, and enforced by its Power, 
and Excesscs and Crimes will be committed in spite 
of Locks, Gates, and every other Prevenlive Arrange- 
ment, Short of an overawing System. Security in this 
respeet is only to be obtained, by making it the sole 


duty of a certain number of Individuals, properly in- 


structcd and relieved at certain periods by others, to 
watch over the conduct of those loose characters, to 
whose rapacity the immense Property deposited in 


the Docks must unavoidably be exposed. But 
é | these 
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these guards must be trained to this partiaular duty, 
and kept pure by checks, to be established under the 
control of a vigilant magistracy. If * will 
be of little use. 

It is the dread of the existing power of immediate 
detection, and the certainty of punishment as the 
consequence of this detection, that restrains men of 
loose morals from the commission of offences. Ex- 
perience has shown how inadequate common Watch- 
men are to excite such impressions, and how power- 
fully they have operated in cases where Officers of 
Police stood in the same situation.(g) This truth 
cannot be too forcibly, or too frequently impressed 
upon the mind, wherever arrangements are to be 


e) The Marine Police, as recently exemplified, may be consider. 
ed as quite a new Science, not yet perfectly understood. It ope- 
rates as a restraint of the most powerful kind upon classes of de. 
linquents, who would be restrained by no other means. To the System 
of vigilance which has overawed the Criminal actions of Labourers 
upon the River, joined to the imminent danger of detection, is to 
be attributed the general success of the design, Wherever this 
ſpecies of Police attaches, good order and security will prevail even 
among the most depraved and ferocious in civil society. Where it 
does not, confussion, irregularity and crimes must be expected. 
Wherever great bodies of aquatic labourers are collected together, 
the risque of danger from turbulent behaviour, will be greater, in 
proportion to the number of depraved characters who are collected 
together in one spot; and hence it follows, that mischief may be 
more easily hatched in Docks than on the River. A Police only 
can counteract this; and to the same preventive system will the 
Commerce of the Port be indebted for securing both the Docks and 
the Pool from conflagration. In fine, under every circumstance 
here property is exposed, a preventive Police must be resorted to in 


ordet to be secute. 
formed, 
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formed for destroying the Criminal Confederacies, 
which the gradual increase of Commerce generated, 
while no Police existed to cut down the noxious 
exuberances which grew up as property increased; 
sapping the foundation of all morals, and annoying 
the industrious and innocent part of the Com- 
munity. 
4 These evil propensities and noxious qualities in 
the human mind in a state of depravity, are not to 
be removed by walls, within which evil doers must 
be admitted; neither will Io, nor bars avail, where 
indiscriminate multitudes are to be congregated in 
one spot. Restraints are only to be effected by the 
strong and overawing hand of power, constantly ex- 
hibited in the view of those who contemplate the 
commission of crimes, more especially where the 
moral turpitude of the action has no repulsive effect 
upon the mind. 
Nor can it be argued with truth, that any solid 
- objection exists on the score of expence, since that will 
be shared among the vast quantity of Shipping and 
their Cargoes to which the general system of Police, 
so indispensably necessary to protect the Property in 
question, will apply. These, it has been seen, 
amount to upwards of 7hirteen Thousand Trading 
Vessels, besides the multitude of Craft already 
enumerated, which, in the course of a year, will 
lade and discharge in the River, independent of 
the 400 West-India Ships, for which the Docks are 


appropriated, 
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A general Police therefore, aided by an improved 
Legislative System, such as has been already ex- 
plained, will be found indispensably necessary under 
all circumstances, even if all the Docks. which have 
been in contemplation were carried into execution. 
It is by such means only that disorders are to be re- 
pressed, good order maintained, and conflagrations 
prevented. 

Detachments of Police Guards, can be furnished 
at a less expence to protect Merchandise locally 
situated, than the same service can be performed in 
any other way; with this great additional advantage, 
that while these Guards secure the Property of In- 
dividuals, and the Revenue of the State from waste 
and spoliation, they repress and prevent tumults and 
maintain good order. | 

A general System of Police therefore, applicable 
to every part of the River, and to every Dock and 
Landing-place, would seem to be indispensably ne- 
cessary; while, on the score of expence, it would be 
found infinitely more economical than any other 
mode that could be adopted ; and when the proposed 
actual burden upon the Trade and Shipping is 
known to be limited to Ten Thousand Pounds a 
year, beyond which it cannot be extended, although 
it may be reduced to any sum; and when it is 
also considered that the whole is to be appropriated 
by the Commercial Commussioners chosen by the Trade 
at large, to the expence of the River Guards, 
without any appropriation for remunerating Magis- 

trates 
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trates (on whom the whole weight and respon- 
sibility of management will rest) or in support- 
ing the Judicial Establishment; () it would seem 
that every difficulty is removed, and every objection 
anticipated in the structure of this design, which 
could operate as an obstruction either to its execu- 
tion or its permanency. | 

In apportioning this expence upon the Trade, 
due attention has bcen paid to the degree of benefit 
which each branch will enjoy, by taking into consi- 
deration the extent of the Tommage, the value of the 
aggregate property exposed to depredation, and the 
degree of risque which attaches to the Merchandise 
imported and exported by each class, 

In calculating however, these risques, the actual 
losses heretofore estimated to be sustained by each 
branch of trade, has not heen considered as the 
criterion ; nor can it be deemed a just rule, since the 
operations of the temporary Police has reduced the 
loss on West-India property to one-fiftieth part of 
the amount of former depredations, and placed all 
the other branches of Commerce nearly on an equal 
footing. 

In forming, therefore, the general estimate 
(which will of course be subject to such moditica- 
tions as those who are appointed to act for the Trade 

() The Judicial Institution is proposed to be supported by 
Government, whose munificence already in keeping up the Exta- 
blishment, while the West-India ships were on their voyages, and 


in contributing in other respects to the pecuniary aid of the Sys- 
tem, deserves the thanks of the whole Commercial body. 


at 
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at large shall deem fit, before the Bill passes into a 
law,) the judgment exercised has been without bias, 
and with an immediate view to the relative interests 
of all who are to contribute to this fund, which is 
explained in the following 


PROPOSAL, 

For raising a fund applicable to Police purpoſes, calculated on the In- 
portution and Exportation of the Port of London, for the year ending 
January 5, 1798, according to the value of the Goods imported and 
exported, and to the advantages cach branch of Trade is supposed to 


derive from the protection afforded. 


| | Totalvalu F | 8 Total 

Specification of different] Value of] Value of ſof imports No. o | & |Tonnage 
Trades. Imports. | Exports. and exports Ships. Tons. | | Dues. 
: , k 1 

Fast Indies . | 6,544,000| 3. 958, oooſ10. 502, 0 41,466] 6] 1036 
ö | 7,118,000] 3,895,000[11,013,000| 101,484] 6] 2537 
Brit. American Colonie 291,00c} 1,347,000] 1,638,000 13,9860 5} 293 
Africa and the Cape B82,00c| 449,000] 531,000 44336} df 72 
Southern Fishery 250,600 [54] 250,000] 7,461] 2 62 
Greenland Fishery 64,000þ . © + « 64,00 4,769] 1 20 
United States of America} 1,517,000] 3, 899, oo] 5,416,000] 32,213] 5} 670 
Mediterranean & Turkey] 390,00c] 119,000] 509, oo 14,757 4] 245 
Spain .. 776, ooo 171,000] 947, o00 16,509 275 
Portugal . 414,000] 439,000] 853,000 27,670} 3} 345 
 ——_— ͤ 16,000 $60,00c} $876,000 5557314 97 
Austrian Flanders 21,000 118,000} 139,000] $,104 42 
Holland. 67 3,000] 1,538,000] 2,211,000 19, 166 159 
Germany , 2,658,000} $,014,00<[10,672,000 37-047] 5f 784 
_—_  . 221,000] 211,000] 432,000 56,955]13 355 
a ĩ 207,000 35,000] 242,000 17,21 143 
Wen % - 10 200 14,252} 3 178 
Demnark and Norway og, oo 711,000] 806,000 48,469 2 404 
P 1, 565, oc 452,000| 2,017,000 56,131] 3} 700 
Guernsey, Jersey, c.. 219,00% 83,000] 302, $344 44 
8 1, 879, oc 660, ooo 2, 5 39,000 32,824] 2} 270 
Coasting Trade , . . . 4, ioo, oooſ 2, 50, co] 6,600,000 960, oo + 583 
A 1, 700, ooo 10, ooo 1,710,000 656,000] A 683 
39,953,000 — 1,779,326 | 19,000 

Of this aggregate; or three-sixths is propoſed to be raiſed on Imports * « + $009 
4 or two-cinths . . . © « + +» + « - « ones 

one-sixth . . . . on Shipping . . . - 1666 

ite Fraciions. ) 4 10,000 
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When the immense property which is to be pro- 
tected is taken into consideration, estimated ac- 
cording to the foregoing Table, to amount to 
upwards of Sixty Millions a year, contained in 
above three Million of Packages, all subjected, more 
or less, to the risque of Pillage, the sum proposed to 
be raised to attain so great a purpose, as the preser- 
vation of half a Million sterling, which is estimated 
to have been plundered annually, can certainly be no 
object. Upon such an extensive scale of Commerce, it 
is scarcely a drop in the bucket. To use a commercial 
metaphor, it is employing money where the yearly 
return (exclusive of the West-India Trade) will 
amount to 2500]. per cent. But it is even doubtful 
when the present expence of watching is taken into 
the account, whether it will cost the Trade a single 
farthing upon the whole. 

It will be seen also by a reference to this Table, that 
it is proposed to raise the Police ſund in the first in- 
stance upon the Tonnage of the Ships, nearly upon 
the plan which is adopted with respect to Light- 
houses. The Bill provides, that it shall be received 
at the Custom- house before the Ships enter or clear, 
and paid regularly by the Collector to such Treasurer 
as the Commercial Commissioners shall appoint, and 
that it shall be entirely under their control. 

The Ship-Owners, or their Agents, who advance 
this money, in the mean time are authorised by the 
Bill to make a charge in their freight notes to cacl, 
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shipper or importer according to the Tons of Goods, 
which may either be exported or landed according to 
the rate specified in the Table, deducting therefrom 
one-sixth part which falls upon the Ship.— While 
much consideration has been bestowed in framing the 
clauses in the Bill which relate to this object, with a 
view to prevent trouble ; nothing can exceed in point 
of anxiety, the pains which have been taken to guard 
both the shippers and importers against frauds in 
proportioning the charge, so that no greater expence 
than the hona fide Tonnage shall fall upon the Mer- 
chants, which will be found in its innumerable sub- 
divisions, to be a very trifling burden to the various 
classes of Importers and Exporters, who are to benefit 
so essentially by the very useful application of this 
inconsiderable sum of money. 

Were its benefits to extend no farther than to 
restrain and keep within bounds, the evil habits and 
unprincipled dispositions of nautical labourers, and 
to guard the Shipping and the Port against accidents 
by fire or by tempestuous weather in the night, it 
would, to attain such objects, become a cheap pur- 
chase; but when it has been seen in this, and the 
preceding Chapters, that it is intended and ex- 
pected, to compass the great object of renovating the 
relaxed morals of the lower classes who labour on the 
River, and to secure the vast floating Property from 
pillage and depredation ; candour must admit, that 


even ten times the proposed sum would not be too 
high 
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* 


high a price for the benefits which are contemplated, 
and which will, most assuredly, result ſrom the sys- 
tem, if the Bill, which has already been brought 
under the review of the Reader, shall pass into a 
law. 

Under this mild and appropriate system of legisla- 
tion, in framing which every aid that could be de- 
rived from labour and experience, has been exhausted 
to render it as perſect as possible, there will be no 
reason to apprehend any relaxation of the energy of 
the system. In whatever hands the superintending 
execution may be placed, it must retain its vigour 
and preserve its utility. To secure this essential 
point, without which, many of the best institutions 
moulder into sinecures, the powers of the mind have 
been anxiously employed in establishing checks, 
which cannot fail to secure a permanent energetic 
execution. () To the Commercial body, therefore, 
who trade to and from the Port of London, this Bill 
will prove a treasure which can never be sufficiently 


(i) The uninterrupted energy of the system is secured by the 
power vested in the Commissioners, v-ho manage the Police fund, 
to with-hold supplies, in case they arc not satisfied with the proper 
conduct of those in the immediate management, or with respect to 
the advantages resulting from the Police in general, in securing 
Commercial Property against depredations. 

The checks thus established, cannot fail to secure a permanent 
and unceasing attention to the means of supporting the «ystem in 
its full vigour, Since the subsistence of those engaged in the exe. 
cution, will depend on the energy they display, and the good 
effects which it produces, 

2 estimated 
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estimated. The good effects which it will produce, 
will develope themselves every year in the removal 
of evils and pressures, in a manner hitherto conceived 
impracticable, because the labour of previous inves- 
tigation was Herculean, and such as was not likely 
to be undertaken. 

The ground, however, has been at length cleared. 
The evils have been brought within a focus capable 
of being contemplated, both in the mass and in the 
detail. Their extent and magnitude have been finally 
understood, and such remedies have been suggested, 
as, when fairly applied, will unquestionably be suc- 
cessful, if the System of Legislation which has been 
proposed shall receive the sanction of Parliament. 
An explanation of the advantages to be derived from 
this salutary measure, together with a summary 
view of the proposed Bill, will form the abject © of 
the sueceeding Chapter. 


1 CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX. 


A Summary Explanation of the advantages which will 


result from an improved System of Legislation for 


the River Thames.—A General View of the various 


powers and provisions of the proposed Bill, under 
twelve different heads, with explanatory notes. — Ile 
advantages of the System (when aided by pecuniary 
energy) explained, in counteracting the designs of 
evil disposed persons, and preventing Depredations 
on the River, Quays, Warehouses, Sc. — Ilie securlly 
thus obtained will. result from the Design having its 
foundation in an mproved Legislutive System of 
Police Mconomy, having Magistrates armed with 
apposite and proper powers :;—The advantages of 
Such powers to Land-Constables, River-Patroles, &c. 
in giving effect to their exertions for the purpose of 
protecting Property.—The security and aconony 
which will attach to the discharging System by the 
operation of the proposed Law, and the benefils 
which will be derived from the exercise of the 
powers and functions of the Commercial Commu: 
Sioners—l1n the general security of Property; ile 
increase of the Revenue; the improvement of Ile 
morals of the people ; and holding out an example 10 
every Commercial Port in the Kingdom, — Concluding 
Observations. 


ALTHOUGH 
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Ac.rnoven it must be evident from what has been 
already stated, that the completion of the System of 
Police for the River Thames, by placing it on 
the „rm basis of Legislative Authority, must be pro- 
ductive of incalculable advantages to the Trade of the 
Port, yet it may be of importance, with a view to 
the further elucidation of this branch of the Subject, 
to give the following summary detail and explana- 
tion of the nature of these advantages, as resulting 
from the improvement of the Laws with respect to 
the River Police; and from the measures and 
arrangments which will be grounded on the Legisla- 
tire and pecuniary energy, which will thus be created 
and rendered effective. 

The leading objects of the Taames Police Birr, 
which have been offered to the -consideration of 
Government by the General Committee of Mer- 
chants, are these following :— : 


I. To extend the provisions of the Act of the 32 Geo. III. 
Cap. 53. (commonly called the Police Act,) so far as relates 
to the appointment of Special Justices, to sit at a Public 
Office, at or near Wapping New-Stairs, and to conduct 
aud supetintend the System of the Thames Police; with 
power to the Judicial Clerks to receive the established legal 
Fees, and to pay the same, together with penalties and for- 
feitures, into the hands of a General Receiver, towards 2 
Fund for the Judicial Department of the general System,— 
called the Office Fund. 
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II. To authorize the Special Justices, nominated by His 


Majesty, to appoint and dismiss Office-Constables, River. 
Surveyors and their Watermen, Ship-Constables and Duay. 
Guards; and also to empower the Lord Mayor of London, 
and the Master, Wardens, and Assistants of the Trinity 
Corporation, to dismiss any of these Officers on any well- 
grounded, charge of Misbehaviour. Their authority to 
act as Constables, to be limited to the jurisdiction of the 
Special Justices, and in no case to extend to the City of 
London. 


III. To give power to Commissioners, chosen by and repre- 


senting twenty-eight different Trading Bodies in the Port of 
London, to lay a limited Assessment on Trade, to be 


_ denominated The Thames Police Guard Fund, to be raised by 


Tonnage duties, (4) the amount of which is at no time to 
exceed Ten Thousand Pounds a year; and which may be 
reduced at the discretion of the Commissioners, according 
to the exigencies of the case.—The Commissioners to fill 
up Vacancies in their own Body ; to appoint a Collector, 
Treasurer, Cashier, and Auditors, &c.—To regulate the 
dresses of Lumpers, by prohibiting habiliments contrived 
(as at present) for secreting Plunder, and to make regulations 
for the government of Lumpers.—To appoint Ship Inspec- 
tors at the instance of Owners and Consignees, for saving 
Spillings, Sweepings, and Drainings, &c.— To appoint 
Wharf Fnspectors with the power of Constables ; also, 
Warchouse Inspectors at the instance of the Owners and 
Consignces. To devise Tickets, without which Lighters 
navigating in the night may be stopped as suspicious; with 
General Powers to make regulations relative to the Shipping, 
Unlading, Landing, Warchous:1g, and Sampling Goods, 
tor the prevention of Waste, Accident, and Depredation ; 


* See the Table of Tonnage Dues, &c. Chap. VIII. page 269. 
but 


It 
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but with power to the King in Council at the instance of the 
Lord Mayor and Aldermen, the Treasury Board, or the 
Board of Customs, to annul such regulations. 


IV. To give power, to the Thames-Police Commission- 
ers, and the Special Justices, to grant an annual Licence at 
their discretion, as in the case of Ale-houses, to Master 
Lumpers, without which they cannot exercise their profes- 
sion as Contractors, for Lading or Discharging Vessels in 
the River Thames: (/) Licence duty to be „. ĩo a year, and 


to make a part of the Office Fund. 
V. To 


0) The proposed measure of allowing no person to lade or dis- 
charge Vessels, who has not been previously licensed and approved 
by the Commissioners and Magistrates, is a most useful regulation, 
which cannot fail to operate powerfully in reforming the criminal 
habits, both of the Master Lumpers and the men they employ. 
This important trust will be committed only to men of approved 
characters, who will feel a certain responsibility ; - and the fear of 
losing their Licence in consequence of complaints, on account of 
inattention or neglect, will render them infinitely more alert, 
cautious, and attentive, than they have heretofore been. Under 
this regulation the best men will be selected, who will subject 
themselves to certain rules beneficial to the Trade, and to the 
security of Ships“ Stores and Cargoes against Plunder. When the 
War is over, it will be a suitable provision for Masters, Mates, 
and other Officers, who have fought and bled in the service of their 

Country. — At present there are about 


120 Master Lumpers in the West- India and other Trades, 
10 do. in the East-India Trade. 
7 do. in the East- Country Trade 
25 called Undertakers, in the Coal Trade. 


— — 


Total . 162 
Of these, some are very exceptionable characters, and not a few 


ef them are Publicans, who have little or no knowledge them- 
selves 
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V. To empower Thames-Police Justices to require Working 
Lumpers to register their names at the Public Office, before 
they can be authorised to work under Master Lumpers, in 
lading or discharging Ships in the River Thames. The Fee 
of Register to be limited to '6d. each, and no more: and a 
small Penalty to be imposed on those who work without 
having first procured a Certificate. (m) Power also, to require 
the Names and Places of Abode of Lumpers, Corpers, Water. 
men, and Lightermen, employed in Ships under discharge. 
To station Ship Constables on certain Terms, at the in- 
Stance of the Owners or Consignees, for the Protection of the 
Cargo.—To register the Contracts made with Master Lum- 
pers and Working Lumpers, for the purpose of ascertaining 
the conditions of the Engagements, and thereby preventing 
Disputes.—To appoint any fit person recommended by a 
Ship's Husband, to be a Ship's Constable.—And those only 
to be charged for, who are sworn Officers. 


VI. To empower Thames-Poliee Surveyors to visit Ships, to 
direct Ship Constables:— To inspect the conduct of Lum- 


selves of Nautical Officers, and trust to men called Foremen of 
Gangs, who with some few exceptions, have been no less criminal 
than the Common Lumpers. The power of selecting and control- 
ing this class of men therefore, becomes an object of the greatest 
importance in rendering the Preventive System complete. 


(n) This Regulation is expected to be of the greatest use in con- 
troling and overawing this turbulent and depraved Class of Men, 
and of course restraining them from committing acts of Pillage on 
the Cargo, Stores, or Materials of the Ships on which they ate 
employed. It has already been seen, that they are extremely nu- 
merous, and that their Morals are exceedingly relaxed. Where- 
ever Regulations can be devised, whereby they can be prevented 
from committing Crimes, a service is done to themselyes and the 
Community, while it becomes a great act of humanity to-their 
families, | 

pers, 
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pers, Coopers, &c.— To search Lighters navigating at un- 
seasonable hours, and under suspicious circumstances. 

VII. A Power to Thames-Police Constables (similar to what 
is given by the Bumboat Act, &c.) of Seizure and Arrest on 


Boats, Landing-places, and Warehouses. 


VIII. Ship-masters to keep fastened up all the avenues to the 
Hold of the Ship but one, and that too when Goods are not 
discharging :—Power to search Working Lumpers. | 


IX. Master Lumpers bound under a Penalty to search Work- 
ing Lumpers, besides being responsible for specific losses. 


Aldermen of London; the Special Justices of the Thames 
Police; and all other Justices having jurisdiction where the 
Offences may be committed, being within the limits of the 
River Thames, and the Cities and Counties adjacent thereto. 
Namely :— | 


To inflict slight Penalties by summary Procedure on circum. 
stantial Evidence, aided by the Examination of the Delinquent, 
{as under the Bumboat Act, and stolen-metal act where, on 
regular Proof, it would be Felony ;)—and to attach upon the 
Practice of Depredation, in such stages of its progress as are pre- 
vious, or subsequent to the Felonious Act: To grant Warrants 
to search, on Oath of Suspicion, at supposed Receivers, and in 
Default of regular Proof, the Offence punishable as a Misde- 
meanor: To trace suspected Goods through any number of 
Hands: — The Penal Offences cognizable in a summary way are 


these following 


ist. Lumpers convicted of quitting Work unlawfully may be 
punished as other Labourers under the Act 6 Geo. III. cap. 25. 


2d, Lumpers convicted of neglecting to register their Names. 


3d, Master Lumpers convicted of neglecting to search Working 
Lumpers, 5 
4th, Laboarers 


view, in respect of Goods clandestinely taken from Ships, 


X. Powers which may be exercised by the Lord Mayor and 
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4th. Labourers and others convicted of wilfully injuring Packages, 
and letting out their Contents, for the purpose of profiting by 
the Waste. 

5th. Persons convicted of having Jiggers, Bladders with nozles, 

Ke. concealed for the purpose of drawing off Liquors, 

6th. Persons convicted of throwing Goods overboard when pursued, 
for the purpose of preventing discovery. 

7th. Persons convicted of fabricating false Bills of Parcels to cover 
suspected Goods, 

8th. Persons convicted of not stopping suspected Goods and the 
Offenders, when offered for Sale. 

gth. Persons convicted of having Goods in their possession, zus. 
pected to compose part of the Cargo or Materials of any Ship 
or Vessel in the River Thames, and not giving an account to the 
satisfaction of the Justice, how they were obtained. 

roth. Persons convicted of carrying, or suffering to be carried, 
Coals from Ships, &c. otherwise than in the regular course of 
Trade. 

11th. Persons convicted of refusing to assist Thames Police Con- 
stables, in the execution of their duty, 


tzth. Persons convicted of obstructing the execution of this Act. 


1 3th. Persons convicted of suppressing Evidence, with a view to 
defeat justice. 


14th. Persons convicted of injuring, damaging, or an. the 
Thames Police Guard- Boats. 


XI. The Act of the 2d Geo. III. cap. 28. (Bumboat Act) 
amended, with respect to the Procedure under Scarch Wat- 
rants, and the Power of tracing suspected Goods through any 
number of Hands,—Also with regard to Offences against 
that Act, punishable either as such, or as against this Act, 
according to the nature of the Case. Boats which are peremp- 


torily ordered to be burned, may be either destroyed or sold. 
Misdemcanors 


6 
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Misdemeanors under the Bumboat Act, which are trans- 
portable Offences for Fourteen Years, to be deemed Felonies, 
that the Procedure may be prompt as in Felonies, instead of 
dilatory as in Misdemeanors. 


XII. The Privileges of the I of 8 secured by spe- 


cific Clauses. 


The advantage, resulting from a System of Legis- 
lation, so peculiarly adapted to the great object of re- 
novating the morals of the Labouring Classes on 
the River Thames, aided by pecuniary energy, and 
by powers calculated, more to counteract the Designs 
of evil- disposed persons by embarrassing them at all 
points, than to punish, may be anticipated; and its 
effect will be the prevention of Depredations, not 
only on the River, Quays, and Warehouses, but in 
all situations where they were formerly committed. 

Upon this basis will of course be erected an im- 
proved System of Police ¶Qconomp, in which will be 
combined every thing that can tend to give utility 
and effect to the Design. 

In the Judicial Department, the best possible ar- 
rangements will of course be made, that Public Jus- 
tice may be administered without interruption, and 
as heretofore, with purity, caution and regularity. 

The Magistrates thus assisted by apposite Powers, 
will not only feel confident in the execution of the 
trust reposed in them, but will experience an addi- 
tional degree of satisfaction, in procecyting the la- 
bours which their duty imposes, 


Placed 
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Placed by Legislative Authority on certain and 
permanent ground, the anxiety to accomplish the 
great objeets which are in view, will operate upon 
pure and intelligent minds as a strong stimulus to 
exertion, in giving vigour and correctness to every 
Department in the System. 

The Land Constables will of course be increased, 
so as to render them competent to guard every 
avenue to and from the River, to embarrass criminal 
People in the transit of stolen Property; and to ren- 
der the trade of Pillage too hazardous and unprofit- 
able to be followed. 

The River Patroles will, in like manner, be so aug- 
mented as to render their Surveys eftectual in every 
part of the Riyer, from Westminster Bridge to 


Black wall. 


Constant and regular Police Guards, properly in- 
strueted and controlled by Superior Officers, will form 
a chain of Protection on both sides of the River, 
wherever Commercial Property is exposed to danger, 
either in Craft or upon the Quays and Wharfs, with 
the advantage of a relief every six hours. 

The discharging Department will undergo many 
useſul improvements, from the more effectual control 
of the Master and Working Lumpers, who will be 
completely restrained from those acts of Pillage, to 
which they have been so long accustomed, while by 
means of a fair competition, this necessary labour will 
be obtained at a moderate expence. The useful 
Functions of the Commissioners will contribute, in 


an 
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an eminent degree, to the general benefits which can- 
not fail to result from the combined efforts of men of 
enlightened minds, having no object in view but the 
Public good. Under this Patriotic Influence, the 
Powers granted them to make Ordinances and Bye- 
laws must be employed for the most useful pur- 
poses. | 

In the complete Formation therefore, of this impor- 
tant Design, may be reasonably expected every be- 
nefit to the Individual and the Public, which can re- 
sult from the Security of Commercial Property, the 
preservation of his Majesty's Stores, the increase 
of the Revenues of the Crown, and the general im- 
provement in the morals of a vast Body of People : 
returning at least fifty fold, on the pecuniary sacrifice 
which is proposed :—while an important example is 
thus held out to every other great Commercial Port 
in the Kingdom, as well as to his Majesty's Dock- 
yards and other Repositories, exhibiting and demon- 
strating, by what means the same benefits may be 
extended generally, wherever Depredations, Embez- 
zlements, or Frauds, have been found to prevail. 


These elucidations of a most important subject, 
it is earnestly to be hoped, will produce the desired 
effect. 

The Fabric being thus raised, and all difficulties 
removed, which depended on Labour, Investigation, 
and Legislative Arrangements, it remains now for 
his Majesty's Ministers and the Commercial Body to 
ay the Key-stone of the Design. 

| In 
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In accomplishing this object, they will have the 
triumph and satisfaction of having contributed, in an 
eminent degree, td the Improvement of Morals, and 
the Prevention of Crimes, and they will deserve 
1 the Thanks of the Nation, and the Gratitude of 
4 Posterity. 
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CHAP. X. 


General Statement of the various Authorities, entitled 
to exercise Furtsdiction on or near the River Thames. 
— 1s. The King.—2d. The Lord Mayor and Cor- 
poration of London, as Conservators of the River, 
&c.—3d. The Corporation of the Trinity-house,— 
4th. The West-India Dock Company.—5th. The 
Boards of Custom and Excise.—Oth. The Lord 
Mayor and Aldermen as Magistrates, and the other 
Justices of the Peace, in the several Counties and 
Cities on, and near the River; in taking cognixance 


of Offences punishable by the Statute Law of this © 


Kingdom.—The power of the Crown considered se- 
parately,—Most of its Rights in the River Thames, 
grantcd to the Corporation of London by various 
Charters, and confirmed by Acts of Parhament,— 
The mconvenience attending Such grants. —The 
privilege of Mooring-Chains reserved by the Crown. 
Ie Grantee thereof compelled to sell his interest 
by the Met-Doc Act, 39 Geo. III.(n)—The pro- 
ng of the Act on that subject explamed.—The 
Tomage Duties granted to the Crown by that Act, 
and their application also detailed and explained. 


) Cap. Ixix of the Series of public local and. pertanal Acts; which 
are distinguished, in the quarto edition of the Statutes, by being 
placed aſter the public general Acts; and, in citation, by the Chap- 
tors being thus marked by Reman numexals. 


THavixg 
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FROM now completed the various details re- 
specting the rise and progress of the Commerce of 
the River Thames ;—the depredations to which that 
Commerce is liable ; and the Preventive System of 
Police already existing, and proposed, in future, to 
be enlarged, for the protection and security of the 
immense mass of floating property ; the Authox 
conceives, that it must become a matter of great 
curiosity and interest, with every Reader, to learn 
under what powers and authorities the whole of s0 
extensive a System has been, and is to be, conducted 
and regulated. 

An investigation of this nature cannot fail also to 
prove useful, inasmuch as the facts which it de- 
velopes may tend, in an eminent degree, to explain 
the causes which have produced those excesses, ir- 
regularities and crimes, which have been already 
brought under the review of the Reader. 

If other evils, highly injurious to the Navagation 
and Commerce of the River, can be traced to a source 
which has proved inefficient and even noxious in its 
ultimate effects; a general view of whatever may have 
been productive of benefit or injury, in regulating 
the Police of the Port of London, and River 
Thames, cannot fail to be important ; and it 1s not 
to be doubted, that further improvements may sug- 


gest themselves for the general interests of the River 
and 
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and the Port, by means of a clear and coniyrebetiales 
view of its existing Regulations. 

Six distinct authorities may now be said to exist, 
all of them exercising, or about to exercise, certain 
Powers and Jurisdictions with respect to the River 
Thames; and forming together the general Police of 
this great Commercial Port. 

I. His MAREST, as Lord of the soil of the River, 
has exercised jurisdiction with respect to mooring- 
chains; by grants to individuals, and also - by the 
right exercised of fixing Mooring Chains in the 
River, for Ships of War. His Majesty in Council, 
appears also ts bave exercised a certain jurisdiction 
respecting the birthing or placing of Vessels; as in 
the case of foreign Ships in 1797, which were order- 
ed not to approach the Metropolis nearer than Lime- 
house. 

II. Tar Loxd Maror oy Lonpox, as Conserva- 
tor of the River, and THe CorroraTIoON, and their 
Officers, by Virtue of certain Charters and Fran- 
chises, exercise various privileges and jurisdictions 
respecting the Fishery, Encroachments and Nui- 
sances on the River; and as to the lading, unlading, 
and measuring, selling and transporting of Merchan- 
dise; to these are now added other powers and. 
privileges under the Net- Docſ Act. 

III. The ConronATTON oF THE TrIxNITY-Hovss, 
of Deptford Strond, exercise certain functions and 
duties under the authority of Royal Charters, and 


Acts of Parliament, relative to Seamen, Pilots, fur- 
2 . nishing 


td 
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nishing Ballast, erecting Light-houses, and carrying 
into execution the provisions of the Wet-Dock Act, 
and other Acts for the improvement of the Naviga- 
tion of the River, | 

IV. The WzesT-Innia Dock Compeany, have 
certain powers and jurisdiction conferred upon them, 
by the Wet-Dock Act, for the erection and preserva- 
tion of Wet-Docks in the Isle of Dogs, for the accom- 
modation and protection of the West-India Trade. 

V. The Couuiss rox RRSs of His Majesty's Cus- 
rous and Excisz, by themselves and their Officers, 
under the authority of Parliament, make and enforce 
Regulations respecting the security, and the collec- 
tion of the Public Revenue. 

VI. The Lord Mayor and Aldermen, as MAGISTRATES, 
in the City, together with His Majesty's other Jus- 
TICES OF THE PEACE, acting for the Cities and 
Counties adjoining the River Thames, take cogni- 
zance of Felonies, Larcenies and Misdemeanors 
committed within their respective jurisdictions; not 
only within the limits and under the circumstances 
prescribed by the Bumboat Act, 2d Geo. III. cap. 28, 
but also according to the powers and provisions of 


various Acts of Parliament, inflicting punishment on 


a vast variety of Nautical Offences. 

As it is by the general operation of all these au- 
thorities, that the Government and Police of the 
Port of London, are now to be considered as car- 
ried on; it will of course, be necessary to enter 


into an explanation of the nature and extent of 
the 
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the powers exercised by every department. In s 
doing, an attempt will be made to trace out, as pre- 
cisely as possible, the nature and extent of each se- 
parate jurisdietion: to detail the manifold Regula- 
tions and Provisions of the Stat. 39 Geo. III. c. Ixix. 
for rendering more commodious, and regulating 
the Port of London,“ generally called The Wet-Dock 
Act ; so as to shew, in the most clear and distinct 
manner the several purposes to which that Act is 
applied: And lastly, to give a view or abstract of 
the punishments inflicted by a great number of Sta- 
tutes, on Maritime Offences of every description; of 
the duties prescribed to Captains of Merchant Ships, 
and their Officers, and of the Rules and Regulations 
of the Port, which it becomes requisite for them 
punctually to observe and obey. 


RESPECTING THE CROWN. 


It appears, that the successive Sovereigns of 
England, by a variety of Charters (48 in number) 
from Richard I. to Charles II. granted the Con- 
scrration of the River Thames, and certain other 
privileges to, and imposed carresponding duties on, 
the Mayor and Commonalty of London ; all these 
(except nine Charters of Henry the IV. made void) 
were ultimately established, after the Revolution, by | 
the Statute 2d William and Mary, Stat. 1. c. 8; 

vacating the judgment on Quo Marranto, given 

3 against 
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against the City, in the 35th of Charles II. and con 
firming all the privileges of the Corporation. 

Thus did the Crown relinquish the powers which, 
in similar cases, are exercised by Government, and 
which, therefore admit, from time to time, of bene- 
ficial arrangements, and Legislative ameliorations, 
It would appear, that the River Thames, under the 
peculiar circumstances in which it was placed, suf- 
fered considerably in its improvements, from the re- 
linquishment of that paramount authority which, 
while it remains unimpaired, has been found best 
calculated under the direction of Parliament, when 
unrestrained and unshackled by corporate privi- 
leges, to accommodate the public at large, by Regu- 
lations adapted to the progressive improvements in 
civil society. 

To this, among other causes, may be attributed 
the difficulties which have occurred in carrying into 
effect several excellent improvements, which had 
been in contemplation during more than two cen— 
turies, for the purpose of removing many of those 
temptations which have generated habits ruinous to 
the morals of the labouring classes upon the River, 
and hostile to those general accommodations which 
were imperiously called for by the rapid increase of 
Commerce and Navigation. 

Since the grant and confirmation of the Charters 
already alluded to, it does not appear, that the 
Crown has attempted to exercise any right or power 

1 Over 
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over the River Thames, excepting with respect to 
the Lordship of the Soil or Surface, under low-water 
mark. (i) 

This right was exercised in the instance of the 
Lease or Patent, granted of the privilege of plac- 
ing Mooring Chains in tiers, in the bed of the River, 
for the accommodation of Shipping; which was re- 
cently enjoyed by Lord Gwydir, and from which 
a considerable annual emolument was derived. 

By the Wet-Dock Act, ($ 35, 30) Lord Gwydir 
is required within six months, on receiving an ade- 
quate compensation, to surrender to His Majesty the 
rights and interests possessed by him, respecting the 
whole of the Mooring Chains ; for the purpose of 
transferring such rights and interests for the use, 
benefit, and convenience of the Public, free from all 
rents and dues thereon ; for which a compensation 
is to be made to the Crown. 

By $ 119 of the Act, the compensation to Lord 
Gwydir is to be made by the direction of certain 
Commissioners of compensation; and by & 152, the 


1) The following transcript, found among the MSS. of Lord Trea- 
sarer Burleigh, in Queen Elizabeth's reign, has been quoted, to shew 
how far the soil and ground, under the River, belongs to the City. 
Also, for proof of the Prince's interest, in Rivers flowing from the 
Sea, the Thames and Conservation thereof was not only given to 
the City of London, but, by their especial suit, the King gave 
therewith all the ground and soil under the same: Whereupon, it 
any that hath a house, or land adjoining, do make a Strand, Stairs, 
or such like, they pay forthwith a rent to the City of London, 
how high soe ver they be above the low-water mark.“ 

See Srow's Survey of London ; vol. i. p. 35. 
v 2 amour 
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amount of this compensation, is to be, in the first 
instance, advanced out of the Consolidated Fund ; 
and repaid thereto out of the rates raised by virtue of 
the Act. The appointment of these Commissioners, 
their Oath of Office, &c. are regulated by & 130, 
131 and 132 of the Act 

By F 120, the compensation to be made to his Ma- 
jesty, for relinquishing the rents and profits of the 
Mooring-Chains, as settled by the same Commissioners 
and the Treasury, and to be also advanced out of, 
and repaid to the Consolidated Fund, is to be paid 
into the Bank, on account of the Treasury, and ap- 
plied in the same manner as money paid for the re- 
demption of the Land-tax. 

By $37, After the surrender is thus made, the 
Lord Mayor and Corporation of London, or such 
person as they shall appoint, under the inspection 
and approbation of the Members of the Trinity- 
house, are authorised and required, to repair and 
remove all or any of the Mooring Chains between 
London: bridge and Bugbey's-hole, and to cause others 
to be placed in their stead, in such situations, within 
the same limits, as shall appear to them and to the 
Trinity-house to be most advantageous for the Trade 
and Navigation of the River. With power also, 
(under the same inspection and approbation) to re- 
move other Mooring Chains, on first making com- 
bensation to the Owners and Lessces for the injury 
they may by that means sustain. 

2 By 


= 


cc 


«c 


«6c 


44 


cc 


«& 


co 


cc 


cc 


RIVER POLICE. 293 


By $ 134, © In consideration of the great ac- 
commodation and Advantage, which the several 
Works and Regulations, which the Act authorises 
to be made, will afford the Shipping and Trade of 
the Port, and in consideration of the great charges 
and expences, which will be occasioned by mak- 
ing, building, erecting, and providing the Canal, 
Cuts, Sluices, Bridges, Roads, and other Works 
authorised by the Act to be made by the Corpora- 
tion of London,” the following Tonnage Duties 


are granted to the Crown, for the term of Fourteen 
Years, from August 1, 17909; payable by every Mas- 
ter, Owner, or Person having the charge of Ships and 
Vesscls, trading to, frequenting, and using the Port 
of London, of which the intended Canal, Docks, and 


Works are to be part. 


per Ton. 


ist. CLAsS.—-Coasting Vessels, to or from any part of 


Great Britain, for every Voyage, both d. 
wn end out mou cx <4 


24, CLass.—Vessels entering inwards from Denmark, 


Norway, or Lapland, (on this side of 

the North Cape) or from Holstern, 
Hamburgh, Bremen, or any other port 

in Germany, bordering on or near the 
Germanic Ocean, or from Helland, or 

any other of the United Provinces, or 

the Netherlands, France, (within 
Ushant) Guernsey, Jersey, Sark, Ire- 
land, or the Isle of Man . . 14 


Vessas 
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| . 

| per Ton, 

| Wesels clearing outwards to the above d. 
SE . ( 


zd. CLAass,—Vessels entering inwards from Lapland 

(beyond the North Cape) Finland, 

Russia (without or within the Baltic 

Sea) Livonia, Caurland, Poland, Prus- 

gia, Sweden, or any other Country 
wahn the Belfic . 8 

Vessels clearing outwards to the above 
— 5 eels wr 4:2 


4th. CLass,—Vessels entering inwards from France 
(between Ushant and Spain) Portugal, 
Spain (without the Mediterrancan) or 
any of the Azores, Madeira, or the 
Canary Islands, or any of the United 
States of America, or any of the British 
Celames, or Provinces in North Ame- 
rands.or from Flends .'- - --» 2) 


WVessels clearing outwards to the above 
Countr ies Su . . . . . . * 27 


5th, C14 SS,—Wesels entering intwards from Green- 
land, Gibraltar, France or Spain 
(within the Mediterranean) or any 
Country, Island, or Place, within or 
bordering on or near the Medilerra- 
nean or Adriatic Sea, or from the 
FWest-Indies, Louisiana, Mexico, South 
America, Africa, East-Indies, China, 
or any other Country, Island, or 
Place, within or bordering on or near 
the Pacific Ocean, or from any Coun- 
try or Place whatsoever, to the South- 
ward of 25 degrees of North latitude . 33 
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per Ton. 
Vettels clearing outwards to the above d. 


Co M fs. 0 


ExEMPTIONS,—(By § 135.) Ships of War; or Ships and 
Vessels belonging to his Majesty or any 
of the Royal Family: Coasting Vessels 
under 45 Tons, registered Tonnage; 
Coasting Vessels, the principal part of 
whose Cargo shall be Corn; Fishing 
Smacks, Lobster and Oyster Boats; Ves- 
sels for Passengers; and Vessels or Craft 
navigating the River Thames, above and 
below London Bridge, as far as Graves- 
end only. 3 


These Rates and Duties are (by F 34) vested in 
his Majesty, &c. and are directed to be paid, when 
the Ships and Vessels enter inwards or clear out- 
wards, or before they depart the Port, at the Custom- 
house of London, to the Collector appointed for that 
purpose, who shall pay the same into the Exchequer. 

On the credit of these Tonnage Duties (and to 
be repaid by the said Duties) & 151 of the Act au- 
thorises 72,000. to be advanced from time to time, 
out of the Consolidated Fund, to the Chamber of the 


City of London, to be applied as follows :— 


15t. In defraying one moiety of the expence of obtaining the 
Act. | 

2d, In purchasing Houses, Buildings, Lands, &c. and defraying 
the Costs incident thereto, and in paying the necessary 
Charges and Expences of designing, laying out, mak- 


ing, and completing the Canal across the Isle of Dogs, 
| and 
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and the Cuts, and other Works, authorised to be made 
and done by the Corporation of London. 

3d. In paying all the necessary expences of attending, manag- 
ing, regulating, maintaining, repairing, and presery- 
ing the same Canal, and other Works, for the term 
of three years next after notice shall be given, that the 
Canal is ready for use, and until the transit-rates (men- 
tioned in a subsequent Can) Shall become payable 
to the Corporation. 

Ach. In paying, during the said three years, such yearly and 
other sums, as may be payable by the Corporation of 
London, for compensation for losses and deficiencies 
of Tythes, Taxes, Sewer Rates, and other Rates and 
Assessments. 


On the credit of these Tonnage Duties, the Act 
($ 152) also authorises advances to be made from the 
Consolidated Fund, to the Commissioners for com- 
pensations (to be replaced from the said Duties) of 
such sums of money as may be necessary to pay the 
Compensations directed by the Act ; including those 
to the Crown, and Lord Gwwydir, in respect of the 
Mooring Chains; and for defraying the expence of 
ascertaining the same. 

By § 154 of the Act, the monies raised by the said 
Tonnage Duties, are directed to be applied and dis- 
posed of in the following manner: — 


So much thereof shall be paid into the Chamber of Lon- 
don, as shall be sufficient from time to time, not only 
for defraying the necessary Costs and Charges of main- 
taining and repairing, altering and renewing the Maor— 


ing 
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ing Chains in the River Thames, and laying down new 
ones when necessary: But also for paying the Salaries 
and Wages of Harbaur-Masters and their Assistants, 
pursuant to the Act: which Expences and Salaries are 
directed to be paid by the Corporation accordingly. 


Aſter the above payments into the Chamber of London, the 


residue of the monies arising from the said Tonnage Dues 
is to be applied in repaying to the Consolidated Fund the 
sums advanced in pursuance of the Act, as already spe- 
cified, with 5 per cent. interest on the same ; and when 
these advances are fully repaid, the said residue is to be 
invested in Stock, in the names of the Chamberlain, 
Town Clerk, and Comptroller of London, for the time 
being, who shall invest the yearly Dividends in their 
names in the like manner, for the purpose of accumu- 
lation; until the Dividends of the Stock purchased by 
such accumulation, shall be sufficient for the payment 
of the Expences of the Mooring-Chains, and of the 
Salarics of the said Harbour-Masters and their Assist- 
ants.—And when the Dividends are sufficient to answer 
those purposes, the Rates and Duties imposed by the 
Act are to cease and determine. 


Such are the Functions exercised by the Crown, 
respecting the Police and other Regulations of the 
River Thames and the Port of London. It is how- 
ever to be observed, that the chief part are created by 
the J/et-Dock Act, and are of a temporary nature; so 
that in consequence of this Act,when the money to be 
advanced by Government is refunded, every right of 
interference, on the part of the Crown, except what 
relates to the Lordship of the Soil under the River, 


and 
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and the general rights of Sovereignty, which are 
reserved, will be totally relinquished. (o) 

It remains therefore, to explain at length the 
Powers and Functions of the respective Public 
Bodies, and Persons already alluded to, as exerci- 
sing jurisdiction on or near the River, viz :—The 
Lord Mayor, and Corporation of London : The Trinity 
House: The West-ITndia Dock Company: The Boards 
Customs and Excise : And the Justices of Peace, 
in their respeclive Jurisdictions, under various Acts of 
Parhament.—These will form the subject of the five 
following Chapters of this Work. 


(o) By F 175 of the Act, all the Rights, Interests, Privileges, 
Franchises, and Authority of his Majesty and his Successors, ex- 
cept as to the Mooring Chains, are reserved.—And by 176, power 
is also reserved td the Lords of the Admiralty, to lay Chains, &c. for 
mooring Ships or Vessels, belonging to his Majesty, in any part of 
the River below Greenland Dock, 


CHAP, 


P, 
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CHAP. XI. 


The Powers and Functions of je Lox Maxon and 


CorroRATION of the City of London, as applying 
to the Police of the River Thames and the Port of 
London.— Appointed Conservators of the Rrver, 
by successrve Charters, —The local extent of their 
Jurisdiction.— I he deputy Water-Bailiff"s Duty.— 
The inefficacy of the mode of proceeding by the Courts 
of Conservancy,—T'he Regulations of the Fishery, by 
Statutes, 9 Ann, cap. 20. 30 Geo. II. cap. 21. and 
33 Geo, II. cap. 27.—The Advantages of summary 
Proceedings in small Offences —Exclusrve Jurisdic- 
tion of the Corporation, a Burthen to themselves and 
an Evil to the Community, — A General Review of 
the Specific Rights and Privileges of the Corpora- 
tion, and of the Inslances in which they have been 
erercised. Observations thereon, —The continual 
Decrease in the Depth of the River, attributable to 
the want of a proper Responsibility attaching some- 
deere. Ihe Powers conferred, and the Duties im- 
posed on the Corporation, by the WET-Dock Acer, 
detailed and explained. Ihe Transit-Rates payable 
under that Act, to the Corporation. —The Control 
exercised by the Corporation, by virtue of several 
Charters, over certain classes of Labourers, and m 
the garbling, package, scavage, balliage, and port- 
age of Goods, exported and imported :—As also 

respecting 


— 
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respecting Carls:—Tackle-House Porters :—Ticket 
Porters; —and the WWatermen's Company.—General 
Recapitulation of the various Functions and Duties 
of the Corporation, — Concluding Reflections. 


Who Ricxand I. in the Eighth Year of his 
Reign, A. D. 1196, granted to the City of London 
a Charter, for which they paid him Fifteen Hundred 
Marks. This is the first Charter, by which the Cor- 
poration of London claims the Jurisdiction and Con- 
8ervancy of the River Thames. As it did not pre- 


scribe any Bounds, or limit the Exteiit, over which 
the City was to take Cognizance, but transferred to 


the City, all the Right and Jurisdiction before then 
enjoyed by his Majesty's Keeper of the Tower; it 
was inferred, that the City's Right of Jurisdiction 
included the whole River, from its junction with the 
Sea Eustward, so far Westward as it is known by the 
name of the Thames. But, in consequence of the 
Ioose expressions of this grant, both the extent of the 
City's Jurisdiction, and the objects of their Power, 
were, from time to time, so much contested, particu- 
larly by the Keeper of the Tower, that it was found 
needful to explain and amend this Charter, by many 
others subsequent: In several of these, and for a 


long succession of time, the extent of the City's Ju- 


risdiction on the River Thames, has been recited and 


admitted to extend from Colne Ditch, a little West- 
ward 
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ward of Staines Bridge, to Yendal (sometimes called 
Kendal) Yenland or Yenfleet, East of London Bridge: 
The Stone which marks the Boundaries to the East, 
being not far from Upnor Castle. This Jurisdietion 
includes part of the River Medway, and its Cogniz- 
ance extends to the removing all wears and other 
nuisances in the River; and all encroachments by 
Buildings or Wharfs on the shores; to preserve the 
Fisheries, and seize unlawful Nets; and to punish 
the Fishermen offending against the Ordinances 
made for the Regulation of their Conduet by City 

Authority. | 
In order to execute the proper Orders enacted by 
this Authority, the Lord Mayor, for the time being, 
is by various Charters appointed to exereise and ex- 
ecute the Office of Bailiff and Conservator of - the 
Waters of Thames und Medway, and of every Bank, 
Shore, and Wharf thereof, within the Port of Lon- 
don; for which purpose he hath a deputy or sub- 
stitute, by the name of the Under or Deputy Maler- 
Bailiff, whose office is to discover and bring to 

punishment all Offenders as to any of these points. 
It is the duty therefore, of this Officer, besides en- 
forcing the Regulations respecting the Fishery, (on 
which more shall be said hereafter) to notice and re- 
port all encroachments on the River or its Banks, 
and all Nuisances and Annoyances, whereby the 
Navigation may be obstructed, or in any respect. 
injured such as throwing Rubbish into the River, 
pitching Poles, erecting IFharfs, making Causecvays 
and 


_— I - 5 
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and Stairs, continuing or increasing Aytes, making or 
continuing Stages, erecting Malls, building Pot Gal- 


leries, planting Oxziers, laying Mooring-Chains in the 


River, and obstructing the Navigation, by laying 
Lighters and Craft in improper situations; and to 
receive instructions with respect to the Indictment 
of Offenders. 

The Lord Mayor, for the time being, as Conser- 
vator of the River, has been accustomed to hold 
about eight Courts of Conservancy in the course of a 
year; that is to say, one or two for each of the four 
Counties of Middlesex, Surrey, Kent, and Essex. At 
the first of these Courts the Jury are sworn and 
charged; and at the second they present such Nui- 
sances and Encroachments as they think fit, and try 
such Traverses as come before them. On convic- 
tion of Offenders, they are either fined, or imprisoned; 
or the Nuisances and Encroachments are ordered to 
be removed. 

A very slight knowledge of the habits and prac- 
tices of persons who support themselves as Labourers 
by the Trade of the River Thames, and of the mul- 
titude of Nuisances and Obstructions, which must 
naturally be expected, prove how inadequate such 
a System must necessarily be to the removal of these 
Evils. This is further obvious from the very few in- 
stances of punishment which have occurred in the 
course of the 18th Century. (7) Had there existed 


() See Minutes of the Evidence before the Committee of the 


House of Commons, on the Wet Dock Bill, page 110, 
a Police 
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a Police, adequate to the object, it is not too much 
to say, that if the convictions had corresponded with 
the Offences, they must have increased, at least, 
one thousand fold ; but the truth is, that this ancient 
Court of Record is too circuitous in its procedure, and 
by no means adapted either to the present state of so- 
ciety, or to the object of preventing the evils 
which it was established to control. These have 
therefore, multiplied like other more atrocious of- 
fences in a ratio which is not to be conceived. For 
the purpose of repressing the evil by the conviction 
aud punishment of offenders, a large circle is de- 
5cribed, in order to accomplish an object which, by 
a summary jurisdiction (which applies peculiarly to 
offences of this nature) might be reached by a direct 
ine; unincumbered by those formalities which, while 
they impose great hardships on the Subject and the 
City Magistrates, only tend to limit and reduce the 
rights of innocence, by extending the liberty of evil 
ders. 

By a Statute of Queen Anne (9 4. c. 26. A. D. 
710) for the better preservation and improvement 
of the Fishery, in the River Thames, and for regu- 
cating the Fishermen of the said River; power was 
given to the Fishermen's [ Fisghmongers'] Company, 
to make Bye-laws, to prevent abuses in the Fishery ; 
under the control of the Court of Lord Mayor and 
Adermen : with a saving of all the rights of the City 
3! ot the Lord Mayor, as Conseryator of the River. 


Is 
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It appears, that certain Bye-laws and Regulations 
were made accordingly ; but, that from the year 
1727, the Company ceased to act, and few exertions 
of any kind were made on this subject, till the 
year 1757 ; in the beginning of which, the Court of 
Common Council presented a Petition to the House 
of Commons, setting ſorth this neglect, and praying 
that as the Office of Bailiff and Conservator of the 
Thames and Medway, had been vested in the Mayor, 
&c. of London, time out of mind, leave might be 


given to bring in a Bill for the more effectual pre- 


servation of the fry and spawn of Fish, in the 
River 'Thames, and Waters of Medway, for the bet- 
ter regulating the Fisheries thereof, and for the more 
speedy punishment of Offenders. An Act was in 
consequence passed (30 Geo. II. c. 21) which de- 
clared that the Lord Mayor and Aldermen of Lon- 
don should have full power, and they were required, 
to make Rules and Ordinances, for the governing 
and regulating all persons who should fish or drudge 
in the River Thames, and Waters of Medway, 
(within the jurisdiction of the Mayor of London, as 
Conservator of the said River and Waters) as com- 
mon Fishermen or Drudgermen, or otherwise: and 
for declaring in what manner they should demean 
themselves in Fishing ; with what manner of Nets 
and Engines ; at what times and seasons they should 
use Fishing; for ascertaining the assise of the seve- 


ral Fish to be taken ; and for the preservation of the 
spawn 


- "nn op OW ns 


RIVER POLICE, 305 


spawn and fry of Fish, within the jurisdiction afore- 
said. Also for obliging every common Fisherman 
or Drudgerman, to have his christian name and 
surname, and place of abode, painted in large and 
legible characters on his Boat : To annex reasonable 
penalties and forfeitures for the breach of such Rules, 
not exceeding 51. for any one offence ; and from time 
to time, to alter and amend such Rules, and to make 
new ones, so as the same were allowed and approved 
of by the Lord Chancellor, Lord Keeper, or Commis- 
sioners of the Great Seal, the two Lords Chief Jus- 
tices, and the Lord Chiet Baron, or any two of them. 

This Act was still farther enforced by the Stat. 
33 Geo. II. c. 27. (of the penalties imposed by which, 
notice will be taken in a subsequent Chapter.) The 
execution of such parts of both these Acts, as relate 
to the sale of fresh Fish at Billingsgate, to the 
punishment of persons having unsizeable Fish, or 
Spawn, &c. and to the penalties against regrators or 
forestallers of Fish, 1s specially committed by the Act, 
to the Under Maler-Bailiſf of the City, and to cer- 
tuin other City Officers, called Yeomen of the Water- 
Side, The last Rules and Ordinances made under 
these Acts, were confirmed by the Judges, and 
promulgated in 1785. | 

But however well intended all these Rules and 
Provisions might be, to guard against the abuses in 
tac Fish Trade, it has been truly remarked by a va- 
luable writer on the History of London (Noorthouck) 
that no accumulation of laws, or trials of schemes, 


& have 
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| 
have been yet able to bring Fish to London, in 
quantities and prices answerable to its neighbourhood 
to the Sea, © One method (adds the same Author) 
yet remains to be tried; and this is to undo all that 
has been done ; to throw the employment of catch- 
ing and selling Fish entirely open, clear of all corpo- 
ration restrietions whatsoever; beyond what may be 
necessary to preserve the spawn or fry, and to main- 
tain an impartial freedom of sale.” 

It is worthy observation, that in the effect of these 
Acts of Parliament respecting the Fishery, is exem- 
plified, not only the sense entertained of the advan- 
tages of a summary jurisdiction with respect to 
minor offences; but also the humanity of the system 
to the delinquents themselves, and its utility to 
the public, in reducing the number of this class of 
slight misdemeanors, many of which appear to be ex- 
clusively under the jurisdiction of the Conservators 
of the River, and therefore, not cognizable as other 
offences, by the respective Magistrates of the several 
Counties adjoining the River Thames and Medway. 

Offences may therefore, be committed with im- 
punity, since the jurisdiction only attaches once © 
year; before which time the culprit is probably not to 
be found, who too well knows the slow progress ot 
justice, and the very feeble arm with which it wields 
the sword of punisbhment. Multitudes of Crunes are 
therefore repeated over and over agzin, which it 1 
not possible for these respectable Magistrates who 


hold the jurisdiction, to repress; because thenature of 
| the 


if 


'C 
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the system will not permit them. However efficient 
it might have been in ancient times, when Com- 
merce was in its infancy, without the means of se- 
duction, by the numerous temptations which now 
exist, its motions are infinitely too slow to be useful 
in correcting the extensive corruption of morals which 
wealth, luxury, and other causes have introduced. 

This exclusive jurisdiction is clearly established 
by two very ancient Statutes still in force, (g) which, 
although they constitute a part of the general law of 
the land, and extend to four Counties, can only be 
carried into execution by the Chief Magistrate of the 
Metropolis. What would be the state of society if 
his laborious and troublesome privilege (irksome to 
the possessor and hurtful] to the public) extended to 
Mother offences in this extensive and populous 
district? 


!t is to an unfortunate misconception, relative to 


By the Stat. of 4 Henry VII. chap. 15; the Mayor of Lon- 
n, having the Conservation of the River Thames, from the Bridge 
Steines to the Waters of Vendall and Medway, shall have like 
authority in Breaches, Issues and Creeks, and Grounds overflown, 
tar as the Water ebbeth and floweth, as touching punishment for 
zeing unlawful Nets or Engines in Fishing, like as his predecessors 
dach in the River Thames; provided that the Lord Mayor of London 
e not the Conservation of the said Breaches and Grounds over- 
Wan within the King's grounds, or within franchises of any person. 

By the Statute of the 27 Henry VIII. chap. 18.—If any person 
all do, or procure any thing to be done to the annoyance of the 
*Ucam of the River Thames, in making of Shelves, casting of 
Rubbish or Digging, &c. or take away any Boards, Stakes, Timber 
work, Pillars or other things, or dig or undermine Banks or Walls, 
&c. he shall forfeit 5l —one-half to the King, and one-halt to the 
Mayor and Commonalty of London, 


X 2 ancient 
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ancient privileges, and to the quick and rapid 
changes which take place in the superintendance of 
local jurisdictions, that many of the evils of the 
River are to be imputed, without attaching an atom 
of blame to the individuals, 'To the obsolete nature 
of the system, and to the circumstance of its being, 
in many respects, inapplicable to the present state of 
society, are these evils to be traced. 

Hence the progressive accumulation of Mud, and 
other obstructions in the River, which have, within 
the last fiſty years, reduced its depth so consider- 
ably.(r) And hence, the difficulties which have 
occurred in promoting those improvements, which 
the state of society, and the extent and increase of 
Commerce and Navigation required. 

Privileges (50 considered) at one period in society, 
frequently become burdens in another. The result 
is, that the duties incumbent on those upon whom 
the privileges were conferred, are neglected. The 
calls of society however, require that they should 
be executed, and those whose interest is concerned 
in the execution, perhaps make the attempt in some 
Shape or other. This is resisted as an iniringement 
of ancient rights. Although these rights are burden- 

{r) Mr. Lucas, in his examination before the Committee of the 
House of Commons, on the Wet-Dock Bill, ist May, 1797, states 
the River between Deptford and Pelican Stairs, to be in a very bad 
state in many parts, That during his remembrance, there is less 
water by some feet in most of the tiers between London Bridge 
and Deptford. In some places four or five feet less water. In 
others one or two. He knows of no other steps taken to clear the 
River, than that of the Lighters belonging to the Trinity-hous, 
raising Ballast, which are insufficient. 

some 
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some to those whose province it is to move the ma- 
chine; and although they are unwilling, from the 
unprofitable nature of the duty, to do it themselves, 
yet are they equally hostile to every attempt on the 
part of others to fill up the chasm. The result is, 
that many good things for the public and the coun- 
try, are either postponed or totally omitted. Where 
the power rests, the measure will not be pursued; 
while the same power and influence operate in pre- 
venting the attempt being made by others. Mere 
matters of punctilio often stand in the way of great 
and beneficial arrangements, and minds thus de- 
luded, grasp and eagerly cherish the shadow, while 
the substance passes away. | 
Nothing can be more hostile to the cultivation of 
the science of useful and effective Police, than 
opinions and misconceptions, operating through 
the medium and under the shelter of official in- 
{lucnce. | 
[t is to a correct and well-planned Police, and to 
the removal of those obstructions, which operate as a 
bar to its progress to maturity, that this Country is 
ultimately to be indebted for the security of the 
rights of innocence; for the preservation of lite, and li- 
berty; and the support of that excellent Constitution, 
which, standing on the basis of virtue and morality, 
is only to be rendered permanent and secure, by pre- 
serving its foundation, and by guarding it against 
the rapid inroads, which relaxed principles, arising 
* from 
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from the sudden influx of wealth, bave made upon the 
best interests of society. 

Prejudices, when strongly rooted, produce many 
evils in public life, although the best intentions may 
exist. By indulging in habits thus prone to deceive, 
the understanding loses its proper tone. Deception 
occupies the station of truth, and the judgment 
is misled. Reason loses her distinguishing faculties, 
- the mind becomes jaundiced, and truth is over- 
whelmed and enveloped in mist and darkness. 

The mind of man can only be enlarged and ex- 
panded by cherishing a jealousy against the influ- 
ence of prejudice, as the means of seeing things as 
they really are. 

In discussing subjects of political ceconomy, this 
maxim cannot be sufficiently appreciated. It directs 
the spirit of patriotism in the course best adapted to 
the interest of society; it bluntsevery species of resent- 
ment, and excites pity even ſor the worst and most 
mischievous of the human race; it excites in the 
mind a desire to promote amendment, rather than 
punishment; and to ameliorate the condition of 
human beings in a course of criminal turpitude, by 
measures of prevention, rather than by examples of 
Severity. 

A too tenacious adherence to obsolete regulations, 
after the causes which rendered them necessary 
are no longer in existence, and the reasons upon 

which they were founded have ceased, will ever 


operate pow erfylly as an obstruction to those bene- 
ficial 
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ficial arrangements in the Science of Police, which 
are so imperiously called for by the rapid change 
which is sufficiently visible in Society. 

The emoluments belonging to the Corporation of 
London, as Conservators of the Rivers Thames 
and Medway, seem to arise chiefly from fines and 
amerciaments, which must be very inconsiderable ; 
zince in the course of a Century, only 35 different 
Offences are stated as having occurred, subjecting the 
Delinquents to punishment. (s) 

In the Statement presented by the City of London, 
to the Committee of the House of Commons, no emo- 
luments are stated, but the various Rights exercised 
by the City of London, as Conservators of the River 
Thames, are in that document classed under the fol- 
lowing Heads ; 


See a Prief Statement of the Title of the City of London, 
to the Conservancy of the River 'Thames and Waters of Medway, 
delivered to the Dock Committee of the House of Commons, in 
1799; as given in the Appendix, to the minutes of evidence before 
that Committee, page 92, &c. 

In this Document the Corporation rest the title of the City : 
ist. on the ground of prescription, confirmed by the confession of 
the Attorney- general, and the judgment of the Court of Exche. 
quer, Trin. Term. 3. Jac. I.—2d. On Ancient Charters, particu- 
larly those of 8 Ric. I; 1 John; 11 Hen, III; 1 Edw. III; 3 
Jac. I; 14 Charles II.— zd. On Acts of Parliament, particularly 
17 Ric, II. c. 9; 2 Hen. VI. c. 15; 4 Hen. VII. c. 15; 27 
Hen. VIII. c. 18; 14 Geo, III. c. 91.—4th. On Reports of Legal 
Determinations, particularly in Davis's Reports, 56, 57; Siderfin, 
148; 4th Institute, 250.—And lastly, On the Exercise of the 
Fight, in a Yariety of instances specified. 


I. The 
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A. D. 
One instance stated to 


baue occured in. . 1669 
p a 2900 
I. The right of regulating : . . . 
the Shipping. — ( ³ ˙ ol 
% -» + 926 
I ͤ K 
1 ²˙ Ae. ROE. 


Potis in the River, for ) occurred of Fosts being 
the conveniency of Ship- } set up ncar the Custom- 
ping. house, at the City's expence 1553 


III. The privilege of remov- F instance is stated of 
0 


II. The privilege of fixing 8 instance stated to have 


ing Obstructions occa- } this right being exer- 


Stoned by Wears and] cised in . . 1559 
Steps, Another instance occurs in 1612 


One instance occurs of this 
Right being exercised in 
the year 1617, at the ex- 

pence of £.226 16 7 
Another in the year 1624, 

| The same document states 
IV. The right of Cleantingg in general terms, © that 

the River Thames. the City of London have 

expended in keeping in 
repair, the Avenues to the 
River Thames, and public 
Stairs and Docks, and 

Cleansing the said River, 

upon an average af the 

last 20 years, the sum of 


„6950 12 8,” 
C Ku. V. The 
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V. The privilege of direct- 
mg in what places, and 
the manner in which 
Ballast should be ta- 
ken out of the River 
Thames. 

VI. The privilege of re- 

pairing the Banks and 

Breaches of the River 


Thames. 


| One in 


VII. The privilege of Li- 
censing and permitting 
har, Encroach-< 
ments, and other inno- 
cen Projections. 


VIII. The privilege of re- 


ceiving Rents for Pro- 


No instance is stated si 


5 
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One instance occurs of this 
Right being exercised in 
nee 


1659 


that remote period. 


One instance is stated to 
have occurred in 

One on complaint made 
to the Court in 


1572 


1723 
1725 


One instance stated in the 
| Reign of Henry VIII. 
| A Water-Bailiffappointed 
to collect Rents for 
Port Galley:, Stairs and 
Encroachments in . 
One instance to the Navy 


Board . 1788 
One to the Trinity-house 1793 


| One to the Victualing- board 1795 


1663 


Yearly Rent. 
"Exercised in 17506 J. 1 o o 
and fine of fifty guineas 
Exercised in 1724 . . 2 0 0 


gections, and for inno 
cent Encroachments. 


in 1731 a Pepper-corn 
in 1732 4 0 © 
„ 
nin 1762. 15 15 0 


IX. The 


314 
IX. The privilege of abat- 


ting, or removing 
Wa rfs, Encraach- 
ing inis the River 
Thames, 


X. The privilege of erecting 
and maintaining, at the 
City's expence, public 
Stairs and Landing 
Places. 
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Exercised in. 


In 


Exerciscd in 
in 


1669 
1672 


N. B. The following Stairs were erected, and continue to 
be repaired at the City's expence, viz.— 


Billingsgate 

$ad's Slairs 

Summers Quay Stairs 
Temple Stairs 

Cousins Stairs 
Dowgate Stairs 

Old Swan Stairs 


XI. The privilege of abat- 
ing or removing Stairs 
and Causeways, made 
by Individuals. 


XII. The privilege of giv- 
ing orders respecting 
Floats upon the River, 


| 


{ Exerciscd in 


Allhall;ws Stairs 
Puddle Dick Stairs 
Trigg Stairs 
 Dueenhithe Stairs 
Three Crane Stairs 
Pauls Wharf Stairs 


Exercised in 


When an order was made 
directing the Water-baliff to 
Survey the River, from time 
to time, and as often as he 
finds Timber fastened or 
loose, to the hinderance of the 
common passage of the River, 


1689 
1681 
168; 
1698 


1657 


floating 
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| floating on the same, to seize the 
Said Timber, and convey it to the 
| Bridge-house, or some convenient 
place, and to keep the same until 
the owner be known, and shall pay 
XII. (Cntinued.) ; the charges ; and if no owner ap- 
pears within a year and a days 
then to be sold as other goods and 
things usually are which are found 


| floating on the River. 


Ciro January, 19th of Henry VII. 
| (1504). An Inquest was appoint. 
ed of substantial persons dwelling 
next the Thames, betwixt the 
Tower and the Temple, to in- 


quire as to Encroachments and 
Defaults made and done on the 


XIII. The privilege © River Thames; and the Aider- 


said River andthe Viewers of the 


Special Views, men of the Wards adjoining the 
Court were ordered to go with the 


Inquest, and view and over-see 


all Defaults. 


N. B. No specific instance is 
stated of this privilege being ex- 


Cerciscd, since that period. 


Kxerciged in 1 
of A Floating Mill on Barges 


SY. Th privilege 


granting Licences t9 allowed «© + » $089 
erect {ills and Mater | An Engine against Arundel 
Warts. | Wall, to convey Water 


| into Covent Garden, &c. 
XV. The 
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5 Exercised by the Lord Mayor, as 
XV. The privilege of hald- Conservator of the River, general. 


ins Courts of Conser- 3 
8 f Conser ly twice in the year, for each of 


the four Counties of Middlesex, 
Essex, Surry and Kent. 


vancy, and punshment 
of offenders. 

XVI. The privilege of re- 
gitlating the Fishery, 
in the Rivers Thames / 


and Midway. 


\ xercised under ancient Charters, 
and the more modern directions 


of the Act of 30 Geo. II. c. 21: 


On a general review of these specific Rights and 
Privileges it will appear, that many of them are bur- 
densome and expensive ; and, perhaps, it may be 
owing to this cireumstance that such a small propor- 
tion of the whole catalogue of privileges, has been ex- 
ercised during a century past. The right of regulating 
the Shipping, appears not to have been exercised for 
the last 56 years, and no instance is stated of repair- 
ing Banks or Breaches in the River, since 1725. 

In short, the Act of Licencing the permission of 
IFharfs, Encroachments, and other innocent projec- 
tions, and of receiving Rents for such indulgences, 
appears to be the only privilege exereised during the 
present Century, in addition to the two instances 
already adduced ; except holding Courts of Conser- 
vancy, and cleansing the River at a very great 
expense to the Corporation, (?) If there be no 

expence 


(:) From the indistinct mode of statement, in the to Appendix, 
the minutes of evidence before the Wet. Dock Committee, (p. 96) 
it does not clearly appear whether the sum there mentioned of 
£.b9;0 12 8 was the average arnzal expence of cleansing the 


River, or the total amount for the last 20 years, (See ante, 5 
312. 
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adequate Fund arising from the proſits of the 
Conservancy to meet such a heavy expence, this, like 
many other ancient privileges, becomes no less 
noxious to the respcctable Body invested with this 
right, than it must be injurious to the Navigation of 
the River; since it would be the height of injustice 
to require the City of London to appropriate its 
Funds to a service, requiring a large annual disburse- 
ment of money where no benefit arises in return: 
Nor is it less injurious to the Trade and Navigation 
of the River Thames, that so great an object as 
the preservation of the ancient depth of water, 
should depend on circumstances and arrangements so 
hostile to its improvement. 

The functions of the Trinity-House, which will 
be explained in the succeeding Chapter, do not 
appear to extend further than raising Ballast suitable 
ſor Ships; and while no provision is made for the 
expence, except what arises from the Sale, it cannot 
be expected that the obstructions caused by an 
accumulation of Mud in different parts of the 
River, (which is unfit for ballast) can be re- 
moved by either of these Public Bodies, (the 
ty of London, or the Trinity Corporation,) un- 
less it can be rendered 80 far productive as 
to defray the expence; and hence arises a most 
important consideration in respect to this branch of 
the Police of this great Trading River. The evi- 
dence before the Committee of the House of Com- 


312.) It would seem not to apply to the Pool where the Ships and 
Vessels are moored, 


INONS 
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mons shews, and indeed, it is admitted on all hands, 
that a most alarming evil exists with respect to the 
progressive diminution of the depth, against which 
there appears to be no remedy provided. If it had 
been so, the evil could not have increased; but as 
the cause is now explained, and as it is obvious that 
there exists no direct responsibility with respect to 
the preservation and security of the Navigation of 
the River, it would scem highly expedient that some 
mode should be devised before the difficulties 
increase. 

In addition to these privileges which have been 
specifically detailed, the Lord Mayor and Corpora- 
tion have recently had new Powers conferred, and 
new Duties imposed, on them by the Hei-Docſ Act 
already noticed ; which, proves that the privilege of 
regulating Vessels by the Conservatorof the River, was 
not sufficiently defined to render it useful or efficient. 

It has been already noticed, in the preceding 
Chapter, that in consequence of the surrender of 
the Mooring- Chains by the Crown and its Grantee, 
the Corporation are empowered to remove and alter 
the present Mooring-Chains, and place others from 
time to time under the inspection and approbation of 
the Trinity-House. 

By F 78 of this Act, the Lord Mayor of London 
for the time being, as Conservator of the River 
Thames, is authorised and required from tine to 
time, as occasion shall be, to nominate and appoint 


4 proper person or persons, (who by F 79, must be 
0 previously 
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previously duly examined by the Trinity Corpora- 
tion, and obtain a Certificate of their fitness) 
to execute the Office of Harbour-Master in the 
Port of London, and the Canal and other Works ; 
(except the Docks and their Appurtenances ; 
and except such parts of the River Thames, at 
Limehouse-hole and Blackwall, as shall be with- 
in the distance of 200 yards from any entrance 
out of the River into the Works of the West-India 
Dock Company.)—These Harbour-Masters may be 
suspended or amoved on sufficient cause, by the 
Corporation ; and have power and authority given 
them, (subject to the regulations and restrictions 
lereafter mentioned,) to direct the Entering, Moor- 
ing and Unmooring, Moving and Removing, all 
Ships, Vessels, Lighters and Craſt, (except those of 
the Trinity-house,) coming into, lying, or being in 
the Port of London, and in the Canal and Cuts, or 
any of them, (excepting the Docks and such parts 
* of the River as were before excepted.)—Also to 
regulate the times and manner of their entrance 
into, lying in, or going out of the same; and their 
respective Births, Stations, Positions, Lading, and 
Discharging therein; and the time, or times, of 
opening and shutting the several Gates of the said 
Canal. And in case the Owner, Master, or Pilot, 
&. having the charge or command of any Ship, or 
Vessel, shall refuse, or neglect, to Moor, or Un- 
moor, Move, or Remove any Ship, according to 
*uch direction, within twelve hours after notice 

given 
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given in writing, or left with some person on board 
the Ship or Vessel for that purpose; then the said 
Harbour-Masters, and their Assistants, are re— 
quired to Moor, Unmoor, Move and Remove, 
such Ship or Vessel; and the charges and expences 
thereof respectively shall be repaid, together with a 
zum not exceeding Ten nor less than Five Pounds 
for each offence, by the Master or Owner, or the 
person having the charge or command of such Ship; 
and may be recovered by the Corporation of London 
from the Owner of the Ship, in case of non-payment 
thereof, on demand; and in case any Master, 
Commander, Mate, Pilot, or other person, shall 
obstruct, or hinder, the Mooring, Unmooring, 
Moving, or Removing, of any Ship or Vessel in 
the said Port, (with the aforesaid exceptions,) such 
person shall forfeit a sum not exceeding Ten nor 
less than Five Pounds. 

By § 82 it is provided, that the orders given by 
these Harbour-Masters, | or by the Dock-Masters, or 
Directors of the West- India Dock Company,] shall 
not diminish the responsibility of che person having 
charge of any Ship or Vessel. 

By F 92, the Harbour-Masters are directed to 
observe the regulations in Statute 19 Geo. III. Cap. 
58, as to the stutioning of Foreign Vessels; and those 
in Statute 29 Geo. III. Cap. 68, as to Mooring 
Ships and Importing Tobacco. 

By $ 79, if at any time it shall be certified to the | 


Lord Mayor of London, by three or more elder 7 
Brethren 
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Brethren of the Trinity-house, that any person 
appointed to execute the Office of Harbour-Master, 
has neglected his duty, or misconducted himself, 
sueh person shall be discharged, and shall be inca- 
pable of being again restored to his Office; and 
another shall be appointed by the Lord-Mayor.—All 
Harbour-Masters are directed to attend the Trinity- 
House whenever required, by a writing under the 
hands of any three or more of the elder Brethren. 

By F 83, the intended Canal, Cuts, and Works, 
are declared to be under the protection of the Lord- 
Mayor, as Conservator of the River Thames, as if 
actually part of the River. 

By § 84, the Canal, and the New Docks, &c. are 
declared to be parts of the Port of London; and 
Vessels resorting thereto, are to be subject to all 
Port regulations and duties. | 

By & 85, Goods Landed or Shipped upon or from 
the intended Quays, or Wharfs, in the New Docks, 
are declared to be subject to the same regulations, 
&c. as if Landed or Shipped on or from the present 
Legal Quays. 

By $ 86, the Quays in such of the Docks as shall 
be walled round, are declared to be Legal Quays. 

By F 108, the Lord-Mayor, Aldermen, and Com- 
mon-Council, are authorized to make Bye-Laws, 
Rules, Orders, and Regulations; for the good 
Government of the Harbour-Masters, and other 
persons, to be employed under the Act by the Cor- 
poration, —ſor regulating the Works, &c. authorised 

1 tO 
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to be made by them, while making, and when com 
pleted ;—for the more safe and convenient Naviga- 
ting, Placing, Mooring, and Unmooring, Ships, 
and other Vessels, in the River Thames, &c, 
(Docks, &c. excepted :)—for the better Governing, 
and Regulating, all Masters of Vessels, Pilots, 
Lightermen and others, within the said Port, Canal, 
and its appurtenances :—for preventing damage 
being done to Shipping, Lighters, and Craft, or any 
Goods, Wares, or Merchandise, by the issuing of 
the Waters from Houses and Buildings; and such 
other Bye-Laws as they shall deem necessary and 
expedient, so as the same shall not be inconsistent 
with this or any other Act : and also, to repeal and 
alter the same Bye-Laws, and to affix reasonable 
Penalties not exceeding Forty Shillings, for non- 
observance thereof. These Bye-Laws are to be 
printed and distributed in the Port of London :— 
But, (by § 111,) these Bye-Laws shall not be valid 
or put in force until allowed and approved of by the 
Lord-Chancellor, two Chief Justices of the King's 
Bench and Common-Pleas, and the Lord Chiet 
Baron of the Exchequer, or any one or more cf 
them:—And (by F 112,) thirty days before these 
Bye-Laws shall be allowed by the Judges, a Copy ot 
them is to be submitted to the Trinity-House, who 
may state their objections, if any, to the Lord- 
Mayor and Corporation; and if not satisfied wit 
their decision, they may then state such objections 


to the Judges before the said Bye-Laws arc allowed. 
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By § 108, the. penalties inflicted by these Bye- 
Laws, are recoverable by distress and sale, by warrant 
of any one Justice of the Peace, within whose 
jurisdiction the offences are committed; who if the 
penalties are not paid, may commit the Offender for 
twenty days, or till payment of the sxame. _ 

By $ 175, (which saves the rights of his Majesty 
and the Corporation,) the Lord-Mayer is empow- 
ered, in like manner as he hath used on other 
occasions, to inquire of, hear, and determine, © by 
presentment, or indictment, taken before him, as 
Conservator of the said River and Waters, all 
offences contrary to this Act, or such Bye-Laws, 
Rules, and Regulations, as shall be made as afore- 
Said; and upon conviction of the Offenders, to 
impose any penalty not exceeding what is inflicted 
by the Act, or by the Bye-Labs, for such offence.” 

By & 136, * In consideration of the security, 
accommodation, and dispatch, which will be pro- 
duced by means of the Canal, as saſer and more 
expeditious for Ships and Vessels, than the present 
circuitous and dangerous passage round the Isle of 
Dogs; and in consideration of the great charges 
which will be occasioned by Maintaining, Repairing, 
and Improving, and Managing the said Canal, 
Cuts, and other Works, and by Providing and 
keeping a sufficient number of Lock-keepers, and 
other Officers and Servants, and Draught-horses, 
for the assistance and proper accommodation of 
Vessels in such passage. —The Mayor, and Com- 

1 2 monalty, 
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monalty, and Citizens of London, and their Sue- 
cessors, (from and after the expiration of three 
years, next ensuing the time when the Canal shall 
be first ready for use, and notice shall have been 
given of the same in the London Gazette, and two 
or more public Morning News-papers usually circu- 
lated in London, ) are authorised to ask, demand, 
take and receive, (over and above the other Tonnage 
Rates, made payable to His Majesty, and also the 
dues to the West-India Dock Company,) of and 
from all Ships, Vessels, and Craft, which shall enter 
and make use of the said intended Canal; any 
Rate or Rates not exceeding the following— * 


1. For every Ship, or Vessel, Lighter, Barge, 
or other Craft, Laden, or Unladen, entering 
the said Canal. 

If of 200 Tons zegister Measurement, or 


VVV 2d. per Ton. 
2. If of 100 Tons and under 200 Tons. . 12d. per Ton. 
3. If of 50 and under 100 Tons . . 10s. (in all.) 
4. If of 20 and under 50 Tons, being 

Vessels carrying Sail . s. (in all.) 
3. Every Lighter, Barge, Boat, Craft, &c. 

which shall be rowed through the said Canal 1 Shilling; 


which Rates and Duties are vested in the Mayor, 
Commonalty, and Citizens, and their Successors, as 
their own proper monies, but for the purposes of the 
Act; and shall be paid upon Ships, or other Vessels, 
entering within any Lock, or Flood-gate, of the 
Canal; or at such other time, as the Lord-Mayor, 

Aldermen, 
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Aldermen, and Common Council, sball appoint; 
and shall be paid only once for each and every 
transit, or passage, across the Isle of Dogs, whether 
upwards or downwards; and such Duties shall be 
paid by the Collectors into the Chamber of London. 

By F 145, the Common Council are empowered to 
lower these Transit Rates, (on examining the 
accounts to be kept concerning the Canal, &c.) and 
again to raise them when necesary, but not beyond 
their original height, as before stated. 

By F 157, the Chamberlain is directed to keep 
accounts of all receipts and disbursements to and by 
the City, arising as well from the said Transit Rates, 
as from the money directed to be advanced to them, 
(see Chap. X. p. 295.) | 

By § 159, he is also directed yearly, after the 
Works shall be begun, to lay before Parliament, and 
the Treasury, true accounts of the receipt and appli- 
cation of all money received by the City by virtue of 
this Act. 

By F 155, the application of the produce of these 
Transit Rates, is directed to be as follows :—1st. For 
paying the charges incurred in collecting and 
receiving the same.— 2d. For paying compensations 
for Losses, and deficiencies of Tythes, Taxes, Sewer- 
Rates, and other Rates and Assessments.—3d. In 
discharging the necessary expenoes of Attending, 
Managing, and Regulating, (after being finished,) 
and in Maintaining, Repairing, Preserving, and 
Improving, the said Canal, &c. including the 

charges 
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charges of towing Ships, and opening and shutting 
Flood-gates : and Jastly, all the residue or overplus, 


is to be applied in creating a Fund, in aid of the 
said Transit Rates, in order that they may in due 
time be lowered, 

For the transacting of all the Corporation business 
respecting this Act, the Common Council are autho- 


rised to appoint Committees; on which, persons 
interested in - any Contracts, are not eligible, 
These Committees are empowered to contract with 
proper persons, (whether Freemen of London or 
not,) for performing the Works to be done by the 
Corporation: Previously to the making such Con- 
tracts, notice is to be given in the Public Papers, 
and all Contracts are to be signed on behalf of the 
Cornmittee by their Clerk, and entered in a proper 
book. Finally, the Common Council and their 
Committees, are authorised to appoint Clerks, Col- 
lectors, Treasurers, and other Officers ; with Sala- 
ries, to be paid out of the money to be received by 
the Corporation under the Act, and who are to give 
Security to fulfil their respective Trusts, See the 
Act, 5 164—168. 

Sucn, on the whole, may be stated to be the Old 


and New Functions, (for they cannot be called 
privileges,) incumbent on the Lord- Mayor as Con- 


servator of the River, and the Corporation of the 


City of London, to exercise and perform. 
In addition to these, the Ancient Charters have 


placed under the same management and control, 
certain 
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certain classes of Labourers in specific branches of 
Commerce, who, by the appointment of the City 
of London, possess exclusive privileges, so far as 
relate to the measurement of Coals, Grain, Salt, 
Fruts, Vegetables, &c. water-borne on the Thames. 

Certain other privileges also attach to the Garbling 

of Merchandise Imported, (except Tobacco,) and 
to the Package, Scavage, Balliage, and Portage of 
Goods, and the Package of Cloth. 
420 privileged Carts, belonging to the Fellowship 
of Carmen, (z). are also regulated by the City of 
London, who give security, and have the exclusive 
privilege of acting for hire in the City. They are 
also compellable to do the Cartage business of the 
Port when called on, and are responsible for the 
safety of their Load, and the conduct of their Ser- 
vants. They pay annually 17s. 4d. to the Governors 
of Christ's-Hospital for their Licence, and 23s. 6d. 
for every Transfer, which is generally sold for 
about £.100. 

Tackle-house Porters, (who have about 1,500 
Ticket-Porters (x) under them,) are also regulated by 
the City of London. They havethe privilege of per- 
lorming the labour of Unshipping, Landing, Carry- 


% These are stated in the Minutes of the Dock Committee of 
the House of Commons, May 3o, 1797, to support 600 families. 


This Society was instituted in 1665. 


(x) It is stated in the same Minutes, that there are 1500 Tieket- 
Porters in all, who work under the Tackle-house Porters, of 
which, about 500 are employed in the business of the Water-side. 


ing, 
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ing, and Housing the Goods of the South-Sea 
Company,—the East-India Company, and all other 
Goods, except from the East-Country,—the produce 
of the British Plantations, and Ireland, and Goods 
Coastwise.— They give Bond for £.500, to make 
restitution in case of loss or damage, and are limited 
to Rates settled by the City of London. In per- 
forming the labour of the Port, if Ticket-Porters 
are not at hand, they may employ any that offer. 

The Ticket-Porters are persons appointed by the 
City of London, and have granted to them the ex- 
clusive privilege of unshipping, landing, and housing 
Pitch, Tar, Soap-Ashes, Wainscot Fir, Poles, Masts, 
Deals, Oars, Chests, Tables, Flax and Hemp, brought 
to England from the East Country; also Iron, Cord- 
age, and Timber, and all Goods of the produce of 
Ireland, and the British Plantations, and all Goods 
Coastwise (except Lead.) They give Security in 
100. for Fidelity, and have their Names and Num- 
bers on a Metal Badge. 

Besides these different classes of Labourers, who 
enjoy exclusive privileges in the general System of 
Police in the River Thames, the City of London has 
under its Control and Regulation, the Company of 
Watermen, who compose a Body of about 12,000 
men, about one-half of whom are employed in Ligh- 
ters, Barges, Punts, Wherries, and other Boats, in 
assisting the Commerce as Water Carriers, or ac- 
commodating the Inhabitants at large. 


An 


An endeavour has thus been made to develope the 
nature and extent of the Functions of the City of 
London, as they relate to the Police Regulations, ap- 
plicable to the Port of London and 'the River 
Thames. As they are exceedingly extended it may 
be useful to bring the whole under the review of the 
Reader, by the following 


RECAPITULATION, 


ENUMERATING THE DIFFERENT PRIVILEGES AND 
FUNCTIONS EXERCISED BY THE CITY OF LONDON, 
IN RESPECT TO. THE RIVER THAMES AND PORT 
or LONDON, 


I, Conservatorial Functions. | 


Ist. To regulate the Fisheries in the Thames and 
Medway, and to make Bye-Laws. 

2d, To preserve the River from injurious Encroach- 
ments. | 

3d. To cleanse the River, and to preserve its Depth 
by the removal of Mud and Filth. 

ach. To prevent and remove Nuisances and Obstryc- 
tions of every kind, 

5th. To repair Banks and Breaches in the River. 

0th. To erect Posts for the Conveniency of Ship- 
ping. 

7th. To maintain and keep in repair certain Public 
Stairs. | 


Sth. To 
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8th. To grant Licences to erect Wharfs, Stairs, 
Causeways, and other innocent Projections. 
9th. To take up and lay down Mooring-Chains for 
the Conveniency of Shipping. 
| 10th; To appoint a Water-Bailiff to superintend the 
Fisheries, and to prevent Eneroachments, Ob- 
structions and other Nuisances in the River. 
11th, To make Bye-Laws for the Regulation and 
the proper Birthing of Ships, Vessels, and 
Craft in the River Thames, and also, Rules for 
Harbour-Masters. | . 
12th. To manage and direct all matters relative to 
the Canal across the Isle of Dogs, and to collect 
the Rates thereon. 
13th. To appoint one or more W to 
attend to the Birthing of Ships, and t to the well- 
ordering of the Port. 
14th. To hold Courts of Conseryancy, for the Punish- 
ment of Offences, | 


. 


IT. Functions applicable to the Trade of the Port, in 
Lading, Unlading, and Storing of Merchandise. 


Ist. To regulate and control Lightermen and Wa- 
termen in the River, amounting to, from 6 to 
8,000 usually employed. = 

2d. To regulate and control Tackle-House Porters, 
22 in number. 

3d. To appoint, regulate, and control Ticket Por- 
ters, for the lading and 2 of Goods, 


about 1500 in all. 
Ath. To 
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4th, To appoint, in conjunction with the Governors 
of Christ's Hospital, and to regulate and con- 
trol Carroons or privileged Carts, 420 in num- 
ber, to convey Merchandise to and from the 


Landing Places, to the Repositories of the Mer- 
chants ; about 600 in all, including Servants. 


III. Functions applicable to the Measurement of Coals, 
Corn, Salt, Fruit, and Yegetables, imported. 


Ist. To appoint sworn Meters, for measuring Coals 
in the Port of London, and to control and regu- 
late, in a certain degree, this important branch 
of Trade.(y) 

2d, To appoint Corn Meters, and to regulate and 
control the Importation of this important ne- 
cessary of Life, 

3d, To appoint Measurers for Salt, and also Fruit and 
Vegetables, water-borne on the Thames. 


IV. Functions applicable to the Garbling, Package, 
Scavage, Balliage, and Portage, of Merchan- 
dise exported and imported. 


Ist. An old Law of James I, for the well-garbling 
of spices in London, (Stat. 1, Jac. I. cap. 19.) 


(y) The directions of the Charter of 12 Jac. I. with respect to 
this necessary Article of Subsistence, are not unworthy attention at 
the present time, 


being 
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being by length of time, found useless, if not 
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prejudicial, was repealed, by Stat. 6 Ann. c. 16, 
and an equivalent was given to the City of 
London, for the Profits formerly made of the 
Garbler's Office, by laying a Tax of 40s. yearly, 
to be paid to the Chamberlain of London by all 
Brokers; nevertheless, The Lord Mayor, Alder- 


men, and Common Council, may still, if they 


think fiting, appoint a Garbler who, at the re- 


quest of the Owner of any Spices or Drugs gar- 


bleable, and not otherwise, shall garble the 
same, at such Fees as the L Mayor, &c. 


may appoint. 


2d. The privileges of the Package of Cloths and cer- 


tain other outward-bound Goods of Foreign 
3 Denizens or Aliens; of Scavage 
(. e. Shewage or Surveying) of certain Goods 
imported by Foreign Merchants; of Balhage, 
or Delivery of Goods of such Merchants to be 
exported upon and through the River Thames, 
and upon any Wharf or Shore thereof; and also 
the Portage of Wool, Tin, and other Articles, 
(imported or exported by such Merchants, ) to 
and from the Thames, and to and from the 
Warehouses of such Merchants: All these are 
confirmed to the City by Charter, of the 15th 
of September, 16 Charles II; and certain Rates 
and Duties are appointed by a Schedule to that 
Charter, to be paid accordingly. (z) 


(z) These Duties are stated at length in SrzzL's Ship-Maxter' 


Assistant. 


2 These 
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These Functions are of great moment, and from 
their accurate and proper execution, advantages of a 
very extensive nature are to be derived by the Com- 


munity; while in the present state of Society, and 


from the magnitude of the Commercial Interests of 
the Port, infinite mischief and inconvenience must 
result from a relaxed or inattentive execution of the 
important Duties which the City of be has im- 
posed upon itself, _ 

To the individuals who compose the + cone 
Body of the Corporation of London, the utmost con- 
fidence is due, both on account of their integrity and 
talents; but in their private capacity no responsi- 
bility attaches, while in their Corporate Situation, the 
obligation to perform a Duty is considered to extend 
no further than to make an order, that it shall bs 
carried into effect.” Whether therefore, in the execu- 
tion there is merit or demerit, is not an object of In- 
quiry or Cognizance, unless some gross misconduct 
urges a complaint or accusation. An Individual fol- 
lows up his directions, and sees that they are carried 
pointedly into execution. Where an onus or re- 
sponsibility rests there is Security: Where it does 
not, in spite of the best Guards that can be devised, 
and even the best and most patriotic intentions on 
the part of many of the Individuals, who compose 
great Public Bodies, relaxation will be manifest, and 
inconveniences will consequently be felt by the 
Public. 


A hope 
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A hope however may be indulged, that from the 
collected view fn which these important Functions 
have been placed, and from the great consequence 
of an uninterrupted conscientious execution, many 
worthy Members of Society, who now are or here- 
after may become Members of the Corporation of 
London, will feel impressed with the weight of the 
trust committed to their charge; and by a zealous 
and patriotic regard to the Public Good, counteract 
those inconveniences and obstructions which this 
species of superintendance generates in this and every 
other Country, where Commerce is concerned. 
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CHAP. XII. 


Powers and Functions of the Taix1Ty-Hovss Conro- 
RATION, as relating to the Thames and Port of Lon- 
don. —T her original Foundation and Incorporation. — 
The Stat. 8 Eliz. cap. 13.—Their Charters and 
Bye-Laws.—Recapilulation of their Powers, by 
Charter and Antient Statutes, under Eight different 
Heads. — Their Power, as to Pilots, enlarged and 
confirmed, by Stat. 5 Geo. Il. cap. 20.—An Abstract 
of that Act, as relates thereto and to Gunpow- 
der, Sc. Abstract of the Act 6 Geo. Il. cap. 29. 
for Regulating Lastage and Ballastage.— Rates pay- 
able to the Corporation for Ballast.—Abstract of the 
Act 32 Geo, II. cap. 16. for further regulating Bal- 
last and preventing the accumulation of Dirt, Rub- 
bish, Sc. in the River. An important Clause of 
that Act, to be observed by House- Keepers in Lon- 
don, to prevent Dirt being thrown in the Streets and 
Kennels.— Powers of the Trinity Corporation, under 
the Bumboat Act, 2 Geo. III. cap. 28.— Under the 
IWet-Dock Act, 39 Geo. III. cap. Ixix —Regpecting 
Light Houses, and the Dues payable to the Corpora- 
tron, by Ships passing the same. —Recapitulation of 
the Powers and Privileges of the Corporation, 
by Modern Statutes, under Eight Heads. — Conclud- 
ing Observations on the great Credit due to the 
Members of the Corporation, for their attention to 
de performance of their various Duties. 


Tur 
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1 Taixrrr ConrokAriox was first founded in 
the year 1515, by Sir Henry (or as some say Sir 
Thomas) Spert, Knight, (a) Comptroller of the Navy, 
to King Henry VIII. 

This Body received their first Charter from the 
same Monarch, in the Fourth Year of his reign; 
which confirmed to them not only the Antient Pri- 
vileges of the Mariners of England (which had been 
incorporated before) but also their several valuable 
Possessions at Deptford, 

The object of this foundation was the increase 
and encouragement of Navigation ; the good Go- 
vernment of Seamen ; and the better Security of 
Merchant Ships; for which purpose a power is 
granted them in their Charter, to make Bye-Laws. 

By the Statute, 8 Eliz. cap. 13. (A. D. 1565) 
This respectable Body is recognized by the Legisla- 
ture, as A Company of the chiefest and most ex- 
« pert Masters of Ships, who are incorporated within 
themselves, charged with the Conduction of the 
* Queen's Majesty's Royal Navy, are bound to fore- 
ve gee the good Increase and Maintenance of Ships, 
te and of all kind of men, traded and brought up by 
„ Water-Craft, most meet for her Majesty's Ser 


(a) A Sir Thomas Spert, Knight, is mentioned in the Statute, 
3 VIII. cap. 18. for the preservation of the River Thames, 
« having the Office, and Ordering of and for ballasting of 


Ships,” 
cc vice.” 
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cc yice.”—The Preamble of the Act also states. — 
That “ forasmuch as by the destroying and taking 
« away certain Steeples, Woods, and other marks stand- 
« ing upon the Main Shores adjoining to the Sea- 
« Coasts of this Realm, of England and Wales, being as 
« Beacons and Marksof Antient Time, accustomed for 
«© Seafaring Men, to save and keep them and the 
Ships in their charge from sundry Dangers there- 
© to incident: divers Ships, with their Goods and 
Merchandise, in sailing from Foreign Parts to- 
« wards this Realm of England and Wales, and 
especially to the Port and River of Thames, have 
„by lack of such Marks of late years been miscar- 
* ried, perished, and lost in the Sea, to the great 
« detriment and hurt of the Common Weal, and the 
« perishing of no small number of people: 

To remedy these inconveniences the Trinity Cor- 
poration are authorised at their will and pleasure, 
and at their own cost, to set up as many Beacons, 
Marks, and Signs for the Sea, in such placcs of the 
Sea-Shores, and Uplands near the Sea-Coasts, or 
Forelands of the Sea, only for Sea-Marks, as to them 
shall seem requisite ; whereby the Dangers may be 
ayoided, and the Ships the better come into their 
Ports without peril. Power is also given at the Costs 
and Charges of the Corporation, to maintain and re- 
new the said Sea-Marks, | 

The same Act prohibits the removing or taking 


gon any Steeples, Trees, &c. standing as Beacons 
2 or 
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or Sea-Marks ; under penalty of 1000. or in default 
of Payment, the Offender to be ipso facto consi- 
dered as an Outlaw. 

It also authorises the Trinity Corporation to license 
Mariners and Seamen dwelling about the River 
Thames, as well between their Voyages as at other 
times, to row their own Wherries, or any other 
Wherries by them hired, or wherein they shall be 


employed to work up and down the said River 


Thames, to apply and follow the ordinary passing and 
carrying the Queen's Majesty's People to and fro, 
as other Watermen, commonly called Wherrymen, 
are accustomed to do.—“ That these Mariners may 
thereby the better keep and refrain themselves 
« from Polly, Idleness, and Lewd Company; and 
6 for the Relief of them, their Wives, and Children.“ 


In the year 1685, King James II. confirmed all 
His Predecessors had done in favour of this Society, 
by a new Charter, incorporating them by the name 
of —The Muster, Wardens, and Assistants of the moi 
Glorious and Undroided Trinity, of St. Clement, in tht 
Parish of Deptford Strond, in the County F Kent. 

The Corporation consists of a Master, Deputy Mas- 
ter, (H) Four Wardens, Fight Assistants, and Seven- 
teen Elder Brethren, who manage the whole Affair 


of the Institution : There are also an indefinite num- 


(5) The Right Honourable William Pitt, present Master 
Robert Preston, Esq. M. P. Deputy Master. 
ber 
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ber of Younger Brethren, composed of Nautical Men 
who have certain privileges and immunities granted 
to them, such as being exempted from either serving 
in or contributing to the expence of the Militia, or 
serving on Juries and Inquests.(c) Their House 
and Offices have been recently removed to Tower Hill, 
where the Meetings of the Corporation are held 
erery Thursday, and where there are various 
Officers under the direction of a Secretary, con- 
stantly in attendance. 

Under the authority of this Charter of King 
James II. the Corporation made certain Bye-Laws, 
which were confirmed by the Lord High Chancel- 
lor, and the Judges, on the 24th of June 1687 (by 
Virtue of the Stat. 19 Henry VII. cap. 7.) Of these 
Bye-Laws the following is an Abstract 


tit, Every Master, Pilot, or other Seaman, refusing to appear 
when he shall be summoned before the Corporation, shall 
forfeit as follows, —the Master or Pilot, 135. 4d. and 
Mariners, 25. 


ad. Every Mariner going to Sea, without paying the Duties, 
as they ought, to the Corporation, shall pay double on 
their return, in addition to what may arise on the new 
Voyage. 


3d. Every Ship-master and every Mate, who shall not be on 
board their respective Ships in the River Thames, at or 
above Blackwall, while the Ship is lading or discharging, to 
*e the Merchandise orderly and safely received or deli- 


(c) Srowꝰ's History of London, 
2 2 vered, 
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vered, shall forfeit 6s. 84. for every Offence.—If below 
Blackwall, the Master or Mate shall be on board three 
times a week, or every other day, or forfeit the like Pe- 
nalty. The Master, Boatswain, Gunner, or Carpenter, 
or two of them, shall lie on board, while the Ship shall 
have any Goods remaining in her, on forfeiture of 5, 


4th. Every Ship-Master drying their Bread-Rooms in the night, 
or keeping any fire therein in the night, to forfeit 5/.,-- 
Another part of this Bye-Law related to the receipt and 
discharge of Gunpowder, and the melting of Pitch, &c. 
now regulated by the Statute, 5 Geo. II. cap. 20.] 


sth. [This Article of the Bye-Laws respected the unshotting 
and firing of Guns, new also regulated by the same Stat. 
5 Geo, II. cap. 20.] 


6th. Every Ship-master homeward-bound, who shall permit 
persons navigating Bumboats, carrying Fruit, Wine, and 
Strong Waters, to come on, board their Ships ; or who 
shall suffer the Dirt of their Ships to be put into their own 
Boats, at unscasonable hours of the day, or to be thrown 
over-board in the River, shall forfeit 205. 


th. Every Master who shall suffer Goods to be taken in ot 
heaved out of his Ship, without having a Sail nailed to the 
cell of the Port, or (if a small Vessel) to the Gunnel, to 
overhang the side of the Lighter, shall forfeit 20s. 


Sth. Every Person refusing or hindering any Officer or Persn 
appointed by the Corporation, on shewing his authority 
under the Common Seal, from coming on board of his 
Ship in the day-time, to search for Powder, Guns unshot- 
ted, heating of Pitch, Tar, &c. or to examine whethel 
Bread-Rooms are dried at unlawful hours, or Persons na- 
vigating Bumboats, come on board, to forfeit 5/.—[Þ 
Stat. 5 Geo, II. cap. 20. F 5, the Person appointed E 
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be an Elder Brother of the Corporation, and the obstructing 
him is by that Act punished with a Penaly of 5. ] 


gth. Any member of the Corporation, who shall set his name 
to any Bill, Petition, &c. to Parliament or inferior Juris- 
dictions, in name of Seamen in general, without the con- 
Sent of the Master, Warden, and Assistants, shall forfeit 50. 


loch. Every Mariner who shall swear, curse, or blaspheme, 
while on Ship-board, shall forfeit 15, to the Poor's Box. 


Every Mariner hired to serve on board of any Ship, who 
shall lie on shore during the Voyage without leave, shall 
forfeit 25. 6d. to the Poor's Box. 


Every Mariner being in perfect health, who shall BR 
ent himself from prayers, being performed according to 
the Liturgy of the Church of England, and who shall not 
repair thither, after the ring of the Bell, shall forfeit 64. 


Every Mariner who shall be drunk, shall forfeit 15s. 


Every Mariner who shall be obstinate and stubborn, and 
who shall not obey the Master's lawful commands, or the 
Mate's or Boatswain's, in his absence, shall forfeit half his 
Month's Pay. 


11th. Every Mariner shipping himself with any Master for 2 
Voyage, and afterwards deserting, and shipping himself 
with another the Master with whom he sails may de- 
tain 2s. in the pound of his Wages, for the time he serv- 
eth in the Ship, 


th. Every Commander of a Ship hiring any Mariner to sail 
with him on a Voyage, shall take in writing, under the 
Scaman's hand, upon what condition he is entertained and 
to submit himself to the Bye-Laws of the Trinity-House. 


The Forfeitures to go to the Poor of the Corporation. 


In 
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In addition to the foregoing powers, the Charters 
granted to this Body, together with the subsequent 
Acts of Parliament, authorised them to appoint 
Loadsmen or Guides, to conduct Ships and Vessels 
out of the River Thames and Medway; and to make 
orders for the maintenance and increase of Naviga- 
tion, and the, government of Mariners ; and for pre- 
venting annoyances on the River Thames. (ad) 

Upon the whole, the functions of this Corporation, 
exercised by virtue of those Charters (and ancient 
Statutes) may be summed up under the following 
heads ;— | 


I. They manage and superintend an extensive Charity, and 
exercise the patronage created by a Fund, arising from the 
Profits of the sale of Ballast, &c. and applied ſor the relief 
of poor Seamen and their Widows, and for the support of 

two Alms-houses, at Deptford, in Kent, and two at Mile- 
End, Old-town, in Middlesex, which are well endowed, and 
have become comfortable Asylums for superior classes of 
decayed Mariners and their Widows. | 

II. They were empowered to punish Seamen for desertion, or 
mutiny, in the Merchants' service. But this has become 
obsolete. 

III. They were also authorised to hear and determine all Com- 
plaints of Officers and Seamen in the Merchants? service, 
subject to an appeal to the Lord High Admiral. [ But such 
authority has not been exerciscd for a considerable length of 


time.] 


4) See the preamble to Statute 5 Geo. II. c. 20 in a zubsequent 
page of this Chapter, (p.44) from which it appears that the Trinity 
House exercised a concurrent jurisdiction with the City of London, 
relative to da. nages and annoyances on the River, 


6 IV. They 
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LV. They are authorised to license poor Mariners, (although 
not free of the Watermen's Company) to ply for hire in the 
River Thames. 


V. They are authorised, as nautical men, to examine per- 
sons who are candidates for the situation of Masters and 
Mates in his Majesty's Ships of War, and to certify their 
fitness. 


VI. They examine the Youths in Christ's Hospital, who 
receive a mathematical education with a view to nautical 
pursuits. 


VII. They appointed and regulated Pilots. 


VIII. They have the sole privilege of supplying Ships with 
Ballast, that pass between London - bridge and the Main Sea. 


These appear to be the rights exercisable by the 
Corporation under their Charters and Bye-Laws. 
With respect to the two latter, aud most important 
of them, it was soon discovered in the progress of 
society, that stronger powers were necessary than those 
conferred by the Charters; not only to prevent innova- 
tions and abuses, but also to remedy damages and 
annoyances upon the River. Accordingly, in the 
year 1732, this respectable Body found. it necessary 
to apply to Parliament, when their exclusive powers 
respecting the appointment and control of Pilots 
were confirmed and explained by the Act 5 Geo. 
II. c. 20. (e) 

By 

e The following are the words of the preamble of this Act, to 
which some allusion has been already made, and which will more 
fully explain the nature of the jurisdiction claimed and excrcised 


by this Corporation. 
«© Whereas 
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By F 1 of this Statute, it is enacted, that every 
person, taking udon himself the charge of any Ship 
as 


«« Whereas the Master Wardens and Assistants of the Guild, 
Fraternity, or Brotherhood of the most glorious and undivided 
Trinity, and of St. Clement, in the parish of Deptford Strond, in 
the County of Kent, have, for above 200 years last past, been a 
Corporation, and by long usage, and by virtue of divers Letters. 
patent, granted to them by the Crown, been authorised and empow. 
ered to appoint Pilots, Loadsmen, or Guides, to conduct Ships and 
Vessels out of the Rivers of Thames and Medway, through the 
North Channel to or by Orfordness, and round the Long Sand- Head, 
into the Downs ; and from and by Orfordness, up the North Chan- 
nel, and the Rivers of Thames and Medway, and also to make such 
Orders and Constitutions as should be necessary for the wholesome 
government, maintenance and increase of Navigation, and of all 
Sea-faring Men, coming, or being within the River of Thames; 
and in pursuance of such powers, and by ancient usage, have, from 
time to time, appointed a competent number of Pilots for the pur- 
poses before-mentioned, and made Orders, from time to time, for 
the better regulation and government of the same; and also for 
preventing mischiefs, damages, and annoyances upon the said 
River; but divers persons, without examination, licence, or authority, 
by, or from the said Corporation, have taken upon themselves to 
act as Pilots or Loadsmen, and to conduct and guide Ships and Ves 
sels to and from the several places aforesaid, to the great hazard of 
such Ships and Vessels, and their Cargoes, and the lives of the per- 
sons on board the same; and to the obstruction of Navigation 
within the said limits, and the prejudice of lawful and licensed 
Pilots, who attend wholly on that service, and on which their liveli- 
hood chiefly depends: And whereas great losses by fire may happen 
to Merchants and Owners of Ships occasioned by Powder being 
taken in and remaining on board, while Ships lie in the River of 
Thames, and by heating of Pitch, Tar, Rosin, Grease, Tallow, Oil, 
and other combustible matters and things on board Ships and other 
Vessels, Iying in the said River: And whereas, by keeping Guns 
bot ted cn board Ships, lying in the said River, and by firing Guns 
in the night time, not only the Ships lying in the said River, but 


aleo 
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as Pilot down the River of Thames, or through the 
North Channel to or by Orfordness, or round the 
Long Sand- Head into the Downs, or down the South 
Channel into the Downs, or from or by Orfordness, 
up the North Channel, or the River of Thames, or 
the River Medway, without being licensed under 
the seal of the Corporation, shall, on conviction, 
before two Justices of the Peace, for the City of Lon- 
don, or the Counties of Middlesex, Essex, Kent, or 
Surry, within their respective jurisdictions, forfeit 201. 
But the Act does not extend to an obligation on the 
Master of any Ship or Vessel, in the Coal or Coast- 
ing Trade, to employ a Pilot. And it has been de- 
termined, that this penalty does not attach on per- 
sons steering Vessels from one Wharf to another, 
down the River, for the purpose merely of unlading 
their Cargocs. 

The same Act ($ 8) subjects all licensed Pilots 
to the regulations and government of the Corpo- 
ration (except with regard to keeping their turns, 
and settling the rates of Pilotage) and to the payment 
of a sum not excecding one shilling in the pound 


ao his Majesty's Docks and Yards, and the Tower and City of 
London, and the lives of divers persons may be greatly endangered: 
and whereas the powers and authorities vested in the said Corpo. 
ration, are found not sufficient or effectual, to remedy and pre. 
vent the misckiefs and ill- practices before-mentioned : There. 
tore, for promoting and securing a more safe Navigation for 
Ships and Vessels, in the River of Thames, and for the more ef. 
ſectual preventing and remedy ing the dangers, mischiefs and annoy. 
"_ upon the said River, below London bridge ;'* It is enac. 
ted, &c, | 


on 
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on their pay, for the benefit of the poor. A power 
is also given by the Corporation (by § 9) to call in 
the Warrant of any Pilot, who misconducts himself; 
after a due examination of the case. | 

The same Act, after establishing certain regula- 
tions respecting Gunpowder, firing of shotted Guns, 
and melting Pitch, Tar, &c. on board of Ships and 
Vessels between London bridge and Blackwall,(which 
will be noticed hereafter,) declares (F 5) that for the 
better discovery of Offenders, it shall be lawful for the 
Master, Wardens, and Assistants, to appoint any Elder 
Brother, by an Instrument under their Cummon Seal, 
between sun-rising and sun- setting, to board any Trad. 
ingShipor Vessel, andscarch for Powder, Guns shotted, 
and the heating and melting of Pitch and combus- 
tible Matters, within the limits stated in the Act: 
the Master or Commander to forfeit 51. for obstruc- 
tion. And (byy 7) in case any offence is disco- 
vered to have been committed, the same shall be 
cognizable beſore two Justices within their respectixe 
jurisdiction, not being members of the Corporation. 
The penalties (by & 6) being in all cases, to be ap- 
plied to the use of the Poor of the Corporation. 

In the year following, namely 1733, a Combina- 
ion among the Ballast-men employed by the Trinity 
Corporation, rendered it necessary for that Body 
to make a second application to Parliament, for the 
purpose of giving energy and effect to the powers 
they posscsscd under their Charters, 

The 
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The Statute 6 Geo. II. c. 29,—(entitled an Act for 
the better Regulation of Lastage and Ballastage, on 
the River Thames) —Recites, © That the Trinity 
House have, by grants from the Crown, the Last- 
age and Ballastage, and the sole right of supplying 
all Ships and Vessels with Ballast, that sail between 
London bridge and the Main Sea, at the rates and 
prices accustomed ; and that they. are entitled, and 
have a right to dig, and take up the Gravel, Land 
and Soil of the River of Thames, for Ballasting such 
Ships and Vessels as aforesaid. That for this pur- 
pose they have employed, for several years, 60 Bal- 
last Lighters and 120 men, to dig and raise Ballast 
from the Shelves and Sand Banks of the River, for 
Ships and Vessels having occasion for the same. 
That by this operation the Channel of the River had 
been considerably deepened, and several obstructions 
o the Navigation removed: 

That 4d per Ton had been paid by the Corpora- 
tion, to two Ballast-men, for raising the same, and 
ad. per Ton for the use of the Lighters, —in all 6d. 
hat the Corporation have received gd. per Ton for 
Ballasting Ships employed in the Coal Trade, and 
d. per Ton for Ballast furnished to British, and 
0d. per Ton to foreign Ships and Vessels. That 
he Net Profits arising from these Rates and Duties, 
are applied towards the maintenance and relief of 
inany hundreds of decayed Seamen, their Widows 


and Orphans. That creat Frauds had been committed 


by Pallast-men in not delivering the due Tonnage. 
That 
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That the Ballast-men and Owners of Lighters, had 
represented that the price of Provisions and Labour 
had greatly advanced, .and that by reason of the 
River being much deeper, the Ballast was more dif- 
ficult to be raised than ſormerly, and further to be 
fetched, and the Lighters were obliged to be stronger 
built, and to be fitted with Masts, Sails and other Rig- 
ging; and that unless the Wages and Hire of Ballast- 


men and Lighters were raised, the Lighters could not 


be made seviccable for the purpose intended, nor the 
Ballast-men maintain themselves and families : 

That the Ballast-men had entered into a Combi- 
nation, refusing to work, and had demanded and 
received, from several Ship-Masters, an advance of 
3d. per Ton.” 

As a remedy against these Frauds and Abuses, it 
is enacted, that the following Prices shall, in future, 
be paid to the Trinity-House Corporation, for all 
Ballast demanded and entered at their Ballast- 
Office. | 


For every Ton of 20 cwt. carried to Vessels in the Coal 
Trade < - - - „ 

to any British Vessel 15d. 

to any Foreign Ditto 19d. 


And that the Corporation shall pay for raising 
and carrying the same, the following Rates: 


To two Ballast- men (per Ton) for their Labour . . 6d. 
For che use of the Lighter, for every Ton . . . . 34. 


Total per Ton . d. 
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But these Rates are in no respect to alter the 
price of Washed Ballast, delivered to any Ship. 

Upon oath, before the Supervisor of the Ballast- 
Office, being an Elder Brother, Ballast-men shall 
forfeit 28. Od. per Ton, for short deliveries of Bal- 
last, which shall afterwards be made good by the 
Corporation to the party injured, under the penalty 
of 50l. to be recovered in the Superior Courts, 
(83, 4.) 

A penalty of 51. is inflicted (by & 6) on Ballast- 
men refusing to work at the wages appointed, or not 
conforming to the directions of the Rulers of the 
Ballast-Office—For breach of contract, or joining 
in combinations to raise wages. 

A Regulation is also established for more correctly 
ascertaining the burthen of the Ballast Lighters, by 
marks on the stem and stern, that the Tonnage may 
be computed by a gradual progression of two Tons 
and a half; and for the purpose of preventing Frauds 
in this respect, the body of Ship- masters taking 
Ballast, may appoint persons to inspect the marks of 
the Lighters, and on discovering or suspeeting any 
fraudulent alterations, suspicious Lighters are to be 
weighed within ten working days after a request is 
made to the Corporation, and if a Fraud is detected, 
the offending party shall forfeit 51.—if not, the per- 
son applying shall pay the expence of re-weighing 
the Lighter. (§ 7, 8.) 

When Ballast Lighters are conveyed to Ships, 


ne Masters way appoint the Mate, and any other 


person 


; 
- 
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person to inspect the Lighter's depth in the water, 
for which purpose, the Ballast-men are required to 
trim such Lighter so as to make the same swim at 
equal marks at stem and stern, and pump all the 
water out. In case of obstructing such examina- 
tion, or delivering Ballast until every thing is done, 
as directed in the Act, to obtain satisfaction that no 
Fraud is committed, the Ballast-men sball forfeit 51. 
( 10) 

Where Lighters are employed in raising Ballast, 
without being previously weighed, marked, number- 
ed, and allowed by the Trinity Corporation ; or 
where the gauge marks denoting the Tonnage, or the 
number of any Lighter in the service of the Corpo- 
ration, shall be counterfeited, removed, or defaced, 
the offender, on conviction, shall forfeit 101. (S 11.) 

Ballast-men demanding and receiving money from 
Masters or Officers in Ships, for, or on account of 
any Ballast, or the delivery of the same to such Ship, 
sball, on conviction, forfeit 21. (§ 12.) 

Except in respect to the lowering of Wages, all 
Ballast-men shall be subject to the Regulations of the 
Corporation, (§ 13.) 

By § 20 of this Act, Bricks, Tiles, Lime, or any 
other merchandisable commodity, may be carried as 
Ballast without paying any thing to the Corporation 
for the same. 

The penalties and forfeitures under this Act, are 
to be applied (except where specifically directed 
otherwise) in satisfying and defraying the losses and 

| damages 


RIVER PoLICE. 351 


damages sustained by the Corporation in conse- 
quence of Frauds committed, and in making good 
deficient Tonnage ; and the residue to the poor of 
the Corporation. (F-21.) 

This Act, which was limited to five years, was 
afterwards continued by Statute 16 Geo. II. c. 21. 
for eleven years more, and by subsequent Acts till 
June 24, 1805. It is also amended and extended 
to other objects, by the Stat ute 32 Geo. II. c. 16. 

This Act is entitled - 4 Act to continue, amend, 
explain, and render more effectual, an Act made in the 
6h of His Majesty, for better reguiatmg Lastage and 
Ballastage, in the River Thames; and io prevent put- 
ting of Rubbish, Ashes, Dirt and Soil, in the said 
River, and m the Streets, Passages and Kennels, in 
London, and the Suburbs thereof ; and in Westminster, 
and such part of the Dutchy of Lancaster as is in Mid- 
dlesex, and for allowing à certain quantity of Dung, 
Compost Earth, and Soil, to be yearly shipped as Ballast 
from the Laystalls, in London, on board any Collier or 
Coasling Vessel. 

After reciting that the preceding Acts had 
greatly tended to the preventing Frauds and 
Abuses then before committed by Ballast-men, and 
also to the preservation of the Navigation of the 
River, the encouragement of Trade, and the main- 
tenance and relief of decayed Seamen, their Wives, 
Widows and Orphans, from and after the 24th June, 
1759, authorizes 3000 Tons of Dung, Compost 
Earth, or Soil, to be shipped as Ballast, from any 


part 
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part of the River Thames ; besides 2000 Tons of 
Dung from the Laystalls, (over and above the 3000 
Tons authorised by 6 Geo. II. c. 29)—3000 Tons 
of Chalk and Rubbish for Ballast, in Coasters—and 
2000 Tons of Sope Ashes; provided that entry is 
made of all commodities shipped as Ballast, and 1d. 


per Ton paid to the Trinity-house for licence and 


authority.(f) 
This Act, (besides enforcing whatever relates 


to weighing, marking, and numbering the Ballast 
Vessels) establishes an important Police Regulation, 
with respect to Vessels coming up the River Thames 
in Ballast ; by prohibiting, under a penalty of 51. its 
being discharged or thrown into the River, and di- 
recting that it shall be laid or put, at the expence of 
the Owner or Master of every Vessel bringing Bal- 
last, on some common IVharf or Quay near the River, 
or some ground or place above high-water mark, or 
unloaded into Lighters of the Trinity-House, who 
are to furnich them on demand made within three 
days, or forfeit 50l. for neglect, or refusal, unless oc- 
casioned by frosty or tempestuous weather ; for 


/) By Stat. 36 Geo. III. cap. 110. reciting, that it is expedient 
that Lime, Limestones, and other Articles necessary for the cultiva- 
tion and improvement of Land, should be removed Coastwrse with 
as little expence as possible: It is enacted, that no Sufferance, War- 
rant, Transire, or other Document, shall be required by any Officer 
of the Custom, on the shipping, carrying or landing Coastwise 
within Great Britain, of any Lime, Limestone, Chalk, Sand, Marte, 
or Dung, nor shall any Fee be charged or taken by any such 
Officer, on the shipping, removing or landing Coastwise, any of the 


taid Articles, on any pretence whatsoever, : 
which 
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which service the Corporation are entitled to de- 
mand 6d. per Ton, for every Ton of Ballast 
received into their Lighters, in 24 hours after the 
same shall be carried away; which money shall be 
applied to the use of the Poor of the Corporation, 
(48, 9, 10.) 

Any person throwing any Rubbish, Ashes, Dirt, 
or Soil from any Wharf, Quay or Bank adjoining, 
or ncar the River Thames, or out of any Barge or 
Lighter, shall, on conviction, forfeit 408. (§ 11.) 

By F 13 of this Act(g) it is recited © that great 
quantities of Rubbish, Earth, Sand, Ashes, Dirt, 
Filth, and Soil, are frequently thrown into the 
Streets, Lanes, and Common Passages, of the Cities 
of London and Westminster, and the Liberties and 
Suburbs thereof, and that Scavengers or Rakers, 
whose duty it is to cleanse such Streets, do fre- 
quently put Rubbish, Earth, Sand, Ashes, Dirt, 
Filth and Soil, into the Kennels, from whence 
it is carried or forced down into the River 
Thames, to the manifest prejudice of the Navigation 
thereof, as well as to the annoyance of the Docks 
and Wharfs, contiguous to the said River ;” for 
remedy whereof it is enacted, that no Person shall 
lay, throw, or put any Rubbish, Earth, Sand, Ashes, 
Dirt, Filth, or Soil, in any Street, Lane, Common- 
way, or Passage, in London or Westminster; other 


% This clause applies to every House-keeper in London, and 


ought to be more generally known and understood than it appears 
'0 be, 


AA than 


— 
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than such as are allowed by Law, to be laid and 
heaped up to drain, ready for the Scavengers to carry 
away: Nor sweep, throw, carry, or otherwise put 
any Rubbish, Earth, Sand, Ashes, Dirt, Filth, or 
Soil, into any Kennel, other than such as shall be 
swept away, by the respective Inhabitants before their 
Habitations ; and if any one shall offend in the Pre- 
mises, he, she, or they, shall forfeit and pay Ten Shil- 
lings on the conviction of any one Justice. But not 
to extend to sweeping immediately after Snow, Thay, 
or Rain, any Ice, Snow, Dirt, or Soil, which by means 
of such Snow, 'Thaw, or Rain, shall be before any 
touse or Tenement, except Rubbish. 7 

By $15 and 16, Lessees and Occupiers of Lay- 
<talls, are authorised to 1nspect the Streets, and give 
information of Otlenders; and on performing their 
1 duty therein, are allowed to ship as Ballast, the 
i 2000 Tons of Dung, &c. under chis Act. 
1 Any Justice of Peace, within the limits of his Ju- 
3s risdiction may, on his own view, convict any Person 
i throwing Ballast into che River, out of any Ship or 
t Vesscl, or throwing into the said River, any Rubbish, 
f Sand, Ashes, Soil, &c. from any Wharf, Quay, or 
i Bank, adjoiniug che River, or out of any Barge or 
Lighter; or into any Street, Lane, or Passage, as 
atoresaid, aud such Justice (not being a Member of 
the Trinity Corporation) is by the Act authorised and 
required lo convict every such Offender on view as 


aforesaid, and also on complaint to issue Warrants 
ſor 
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tor apprehending Offenders ; which Warrants may 
be executed as well on the River as on Shore. 

The Provisions of the Statute, 2 Geo. III. cap. 28. 
(generally called the Bumboat Act) as far as they 
relate to the criminal Police of the River, have been 
already shortly detailed (see Chap. II. p. 42 ; 44—46.) 

By this Act the Trinity Corporation are authorised 
to license Bumboats used and navigated upon the 
River Thames, between London Bridge, and the 
Lower Hope Point, for the purpose of selling Greens, 
Liquors, Slops, Fruit, and other Articles among the 
Shipping, and it is enacted, that none should be per- 
mitted, except such as entered at the Office of the 
Trinity House, and which shall be navigated only 
between Sun-rise and Sun-set; the said Boats having 
marked upon them, in legible characters, the Names 
and Places of Abode of the Owners, and such num- 
bers as shall be ordered by the Corporation; who 
chall cause all such Entries to be registered in a 
book to be provided for the purpose, and for which 
a fee of 5s. shall be paid and no more. (§ 1—4.) 

The Act further authorises the Trinity Corpora- 
tion, or such Persons as they shall depute and ap- 
point under the Scal of their Corporation, to stop, 


search, and detain, in some Place of Safety, any 


Boat, which there shall be reason to suspect has 
any Ropes, Cordage, Tackle, or Apparel, Furniture, 
Stores, or Materials of any part of any Cargo or 
Lading of any Ship or Vessel in the Thames, and to 
carry the Person, suspected to be concerned, before 

AA 2 a Justice, 
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a Justice, to be dealt with as the Law directs—\ 5, 
One moiety of all Penalties to be paid to the Per- 
son apprehending the Offenders, or giving informa- 
tion, and the other to the Poor of the Trinity Cor- 
poration—y 8. 

The Powers of this Corporation, with respect to 
the General Police of the Thames, and the Port of 
London, are further enlarged by the Hel- Doch Act, 
39 Geo. III. cap. Ixix. already so often alluded to. 

By S 79 of this Act, the Trinity Corporation are 
to examine and approve of Harbour-Masters, ap- 
pointed by the Lord Mayor as Conservator of the 
River, and any three of the Elder Brethren may pro- 
cure them to be removed on sufficient cause, for neg- 
lect of duty, or misconduct. 

By § 112, the Byc-Laws, which are to be made by 
the Lord Mayor and Corporation of London, for 
regulating the Port and Canal, and the conduct of 
the Harbour-Masters, are to be sent to the Trinity 
Corporation, before the same can be allowed by the 
Judges, to whom they have a right to state their 
objections if not previously obviated by the City of 
London, 

By $ 37, the Mooring-Chains in the River Thames, 
which are now placed under the direction of the 
Lord M ayor und the Corporation of London, are to 
be placed, repaired, and maintained, under the in- 
spection and approbaticn of the Trinity House. 

By § 80, the Dock-Masters authorised to be ap- 
pointed by the Directors of the London Dock Com- 

pany, 
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pany, are not legally eligible until previously exa- 
mined by the Trinity Corporation, and a Certificate 
obtained of their being properly qualified to execute 
the Office. 


LIdRHT-Hovuszs. 


The functions of this Corporation also extend to 
Light-houses; and they are entitled by various 
Charters and Acts of Parliament, to demand and 
receive by their Collectors, from every Ship or Ves- 
sel which has passed, or is about to pass by the se- 
veral Lights undermentioned, the following Tolls 
and Duties: 


— . ̃]⅛ ARK ̃ c—_NC—s 
Light-Houses. bound to Foreign Ports. | Stranger Ships. ] Coasters.“ 
per Fon. per Ton. per Vessel. 
© 1 Our In Out T4 7" in; 
e d. d. d. b. d. 4. d. 
Edy stone I 1 2 2 2 8 
Portland 2 2 I 7 1 
EPS > « 2 1 E 6 
Lizard 2 2 f 
1 1 I „ „„ 
Milford 8 I I E114 | "Wo 
Needles | 2 N SEE. - 
„ i | Tre 


N. B. All Ships are rated by Law, according to their full Ton. 
nage, and are subject to the above Duties every time they pass the 
said Lights, whether laden or empty. But it has been deter- 
mined, by the Court of King's bench, that under the Statutes 4 An. 
c. 20, and 8 An. c. 17, British Ships, sailing from Foreign Port 
to Foreign Port, and not touching at any place in Grest Britain or 
Ireland, are not liable to pay the Duties for passing the Edystone 


Light. 
Further 
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Further Light-House Dues payable to the Trinity 


House. 


To the Floating Light, at 
Dudgeon's Shoal, near the British Ships 2d. fer Ton, 
Well, for every Vessel cros- 


Foreign Ships 1d. 45, 
Sing or passing this Light. 


To the Floating Light Vessel! J Coal Vessels 1d. per Newcasile 
in Haisbro' Gutt, and two Chaldron. 
Light Houses on the Shore | Coasters 2d. per Ton. 
at Haisbro . . +. JOver-Sea Traders 1d. ds. 


To the Light at Foulness . . e Ship, British or Fo- 
reign, 4d. per Ten. 


For every Vessel, British or 
Foreign, 15. for every 100 
To ihe Lights at Lowestoft . * as > proportiongaty 
according to her full Burden, 

and 44, besides for each 


Vessel. 


To the Buoys of the Cockle (For every Ship or Vessel za. 
and St. Nicholas“ Gutt . . ) per Ton. 


These Tolls are levied according to the full Burden of each 
Vessel. They are only payable once for the whole Voyage out 
and in: but a single passage subjects the Master to the full 
Duty. The Tonnage of Coal Ships is to be computed accord- 
ing to the number of Newcastle Chaldrons, expressed in the 
Cocket, each of which is to be accounted Two Tons. 


The 
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The ancient Powers and Privileges of this respect- 
able Corporation have already been detailed under 
eight Heads in the former pages of this Chapter. 
These have been enlarged and confirmed by the 
Statutes, of which Abstracts have been given ; and 
the following summary View will shew the additional 
Powers which have been conferred by modern Acts 
of the Legislature. 


IX. Functions by Act of Parliament, to board and inspect Ves- 
sels in the I hames, between London Bridge and Black- 
wall, to search for Powder, Guns shotted, &c. and to detect 
and prevent the danger which arises from heating and melt- 
ing Pitch, and other Combustible Matter. 


X. To license Bumboats for the sale of Liquors, Greens, &c. 
among the Shipping, from London Bridge to the Lower 
Hope Point, 


XI. To depute persons under the Seal of the Corporation, to 
act as River Officers in seizing and bringing to Justice, 
persons committing Offences against the Bumboat Act. 


XII. To examine and approve of Harbour-masters appointed 
by the Lord Mayor and Corporation of London, and 10 
dismiss them in case of misconduct. 


II. To examine and approve of Dock-Masters appointed iy 
the Directors of the West-India Dock Company, betore 
they can be admitted to execute their Functions. 


IV. To examine the Bye-Laws made by the Lord Mayor and 
City of London, and to state their objections, if any, in 
the first instance, to the Lord Mayor; and if not obviated, 
to submit such objections to the Judges, before they con- 
turm, and allow such Bye-Laws. 


1 
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XV. To inspect and direct the raising and replacing, repair. 
ing, and maintaining the Mooring-Chains, to be fixed in 
the River Thames, by the Lord Mayor and Corporation 
of London, for the accommodation of Shipping. 


XVI. To manage and conduct all matters and things relative 
to the Maintenance of certain Light-houses herein before 
mentioned, and to collect, receive, and appropriate the 
Rates, as directed by Act of Parliament. 


* 


From the foregoing Review it appears, that the 
Functions of this great and respectable Corporation, 
as regards what may be denominated the Nautical 
Police of the River Thames, are extremely extensive, 
and embrace almost every object which is connected 
with the Shipping Concerns, either directly or 
collaterally. 

The Task is arduous, and the Duties are multifari- 
ous, imposing on those intrusted with the execution 
of them a considerable Responsibility, and requiring a 
firm uprightness of Character. The Public are sa- 
tisfied, that this Task is now in the hands of Persons 
zealously disposed to repress the Disorders and 
Pillage which prevail upon the River, and to contri- 
bute to whatever shall have a tendency to diminish 
the Evils, which, as Nautical Men, possessing great 
local information, they have long known and felt as a 
serious grievance, requiring the aid of a vigorous and 
encrgetic Criminal Police. 
| In 


(5) The Author feels it his duty, to acknowledge the obligations 


which are due to the Trinity Corporation, for the very handsome 


and 
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In the performance of their duty, not only much 
Nautical Science is necessary, but no small degree of 
personal labour; and both are unquestionably ma- 
nifested in the progress of the Business which oceu- 
pies the attention of this Board. The Establishment 
forms an honourable retreat to able and respectable 
Mariners who, in fulfilling this important trust with 
zcal and talent, do real credit to themselves, and an 
essential service to their Country. 


and effectual manner in which they have co- operated with the 
Magistrates of the Marine Police, and the candour with which 
(judging from what passed under their own view) they have expres- 
xd their sentiments of the Public Benefits derived from that 
Institution. 


CHAP. 
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C HAP. XIII. 


Of the Extablishment of the WRST-Ix DIA Dock Cou- 
PANY, and the Powers to be exercised by them in 
respect to the Police of the River Thames, and the 
Port of London. — A detail of the Provisions of 
the Wet-Dock Act on this subject. The Rates 
payable to the Company by West- India Ships,— 
Observations on the probabie advantageous effect of 
this New System. 


1—— —_—_—MRRN 


A the Powers and Privileges of the WesT-IxD1a 
Dock Corax on the River Thames, are created 
by the express Letter of the Wet-Dock Act, 39 Geo. 
III. Cap. Ixix. An Abstract and Recapitulation 
of such parts of this Act, as relate to the Company, 
and some observations on the probable effects which 
will result from this New System, will therefore form 
the substance of this Chapter. 

The Preamble to $ 38 of this Act recites, “ That 
© the Ships in the West-India Trade frequently 
arrive at the Port of London in large Fleets, and 
* occasion great crowding, confusien, and damage 
therein. — That great obstructions and delays arise 
from their Cargoes being carried in Lighters to 
the Legal Quays, and that in the passage thither, 


such Cargoes are subjected to Pilfering and Fraud, 
« whereby 
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„ whereby the Owners sustain great loss, and the 
« Reyenue is much injured : and, that if Wet- 
Doc ks were made in the Isle of Dogs with Legal 
« Quays, Wharfs, and Warehouses attached thereto, 
for the reception and discharge of Vessels in the 
« West-India Trade, much additional Room would 
« be given to the rest of the Shipping using the 
« Port; and the West-Inda Produce might be 
e effectually secured from loss by theft and other 
© causes, and the Public Revenue greatly benefited. 
« —That it is therefore expedient that such Docks, 
*« Quays, Wharfs, and Warehouses, &c. should 
be forthwith made, —That several persons have 
agreed to form a Company for this purpose, and 
© have entered into a subscription, for the purpose of 
raising 500,000 J. as a Capital, for carrying the 
Works into execution :* 

It is therefore enacted, that certain original Sub- 
scribers, (named in the Act,) with such others as 
Shall agree, and be permitted to become original 
Members of the Company, and their several Suc- 
cessors, Executors, Administrators, and Assigns, 
&c, shall be, and they are by the Act, declared to 
be, united into a Company or Association of Propri- 
etors of the Docks, Basons, Cuts, Quays, Wharfs, 
Warehouses and other Works; and which Com- 
pany, shall use the Firm and Stile of the 


Wesi-India Dock Company; 


and shall have the Powers and Authorities herein 


after stated. Th 
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The sum so subscribed, or such part as shall 
be necessary, shall be considered as a Capital, 
or joint Stock, vested in the Mest.-Iudia Dock Com 
pany, for the use and behoof of the Members of 
the Company in proportion to their Subscriptions,— 
The Stock shall be deemed Personal Estate; and 
pass by Transfer in the Books of the Company, 
No Stock-holder is liable for the Debts of the Com- 
pany beyond the amount of the Stock subscribed— 
$ 30, 40, 41. 

During the progress of the Works, each Stock- 
holder is entitled to receive at the rate of 5 per Cen!, 
per Annum on the amount of the money advanced, 
And after the Works are finished, such Interest or 
Dividends shall be paid, (not exceeding 10 per Cent.) 
as shall be determined at the General Meetings of 
the Company—y 42. 

A General Meeting specially called for the pur- 
pose, may increase the Capital to Sir Hundred I lou 
sand Pounds —t 43. 

Any five or more of the Directors, arc empow- 
ercd to Audit and Settle all accounts of Money 
disburscd for the purposes of the Act; and to make 
Calls for Money from the Subscribers tor carrying on 
the Works, not exceeding 10 per Cent. on the Sum 
subscribe; and no Call to be made but at the 
distance of two months from the preceding one. 
Subscribers neglecting to comply with the Calls, 
to forfeit 5 per Cent. and may be sued by the Com- 
pany : and if the amount of such Call is not paid 

Within 
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within three months, the Directors in their option, 
may either sue, or declare the share of such De- 
faulter to be forfeited in favour of the other Propri- 
etors—$ 44. —No advantage to be taken of any 
Forfeiture, until notice given in writing, nor until 
the same be declared forfeited at a General Meeting 
of the Company, held within six months thereafter. 
And in all such cases, persons thus ceasing to have 
an interest in the undertaking are indemnified 
against Actions subsequent thereto—y 45. 

Where the Representatives of deceased Sub- 
«cribers, decline, or neglect, to answer the Calls 
that are made, the Company shall be at liberty to 
admit other persons as Proprietors in their stead, on 
repayment of Money advanced by such Proprietor 
—9 46. 

General Meetings shall be held in the City of 
London, on not less than seven days* notice to Sub- 
<rioers, both days being inclusive 47. 

Within one month after passing the Act, the 
Company are directed to choose by Ballot. — 


15 y Persons, Members of the Company, holding 


4 2,200 Il. Stock. 
ad Persons, being Aldermen of the City of 
2 t London. 
Persons, being Common Council-men of 
3 4 8 
4 London. 


— — 


and these 21 shall be called the Directors, for mana- 
ging the affairs and business of the Company. 


These 
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These Directors are authorised to elect from 
among themselves two persons, to be the Chairman 
and Deputy Chairman of the Court of Directors, 
and of the General Meetings of the Company, 
The Directors not being less than five, shall appoint 
the times and places of meeting The Directors to 
remain in Office until others are chosen in their 
Stead, unless they shall die, be removed, or dis- 
qualified by not holding sufficient Stock, or by 
ceasing to be an Alderinan or Common Council- 
man. The New Directors chosen to replace these, 
Shall remain in Othce no longer than those in 
whose stead they were appointed, could have re- 
mained—þ 48. 

Five at lcast of the twenty-one Directors, shall 
go out of Office by rotation every year, and five 
others shall be appointed to succeed them; namely, 
three Members ot the Coinpany, who shall possess 
2000“. Stock, and one Alderman and one Common 
Councilman, being of the same class with those who 
go out. 

None of the Directors shall continue longer in 
Office than four succceding years; and, to comply 
with this Rule, four, at least, of the Directors, who 
have been appointed out of the Members of the 
Company, shall go out of Office in rotation, every 


fourth year, and four other qualificd persons shall be 


chosen by ballot to succeed them; but, as the rota- 
tions cannot take place during the first three years, 


during this period, the Directors, who are to go out 
| 7 
CO: 
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of Office shall, each year, be ascertained by draw- 
ing lots. Persons who have served the Office of 
Director, may be re-chosen after one year, if other- 
wise qualified. $ 49. 

Two general Meetings of the Company shall be 
held yearly, viz. in the first weeks of January and 
July, of which, due notice is to be given, (5 50)— 
But any nine Proprietors, holding 500. Stock, and 
upwards, may, by notice to the Clerk or Treasurer, 
request extraordinary Meetings. $ 51. 

The qualifications of Voters, at General Meetings, 
are as follows: 


Votes, 

Holders of gool. Stock, and less than 2000l. entitled to x 
2008, 0 oo is» JR 2 
lll... « « «3 

„ Io,ocol. 1 ͤ¹! !! 


Bodies politic or corporate may vote by their 
Attornies, duly authorised: but no individual voter 
*hall hold more than one power of Attorney. 

No Proprietor, holding less than 500/. shall vote 
at any meeting. A majority of votes shall decide all 
questions; and the Chairman shall have a casting 
vote, although he shall have previously voted as a 
Proprietor. And every question, if required by five 
or more persons having votes, may be determined by 
an immediate ballot, where the Chairman shall, in 
ike manner, have a casting vote. & 52. 

In case the Corporation of London shall be pro- 

2 prietors 
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prietors of 1000“. or more, of the Stock, the Court 


of Common Council may, from time to time, elect 


and appoint one person for every 1000/. Stock, to 
vote at the General Meeting ; every such Represen- 
tative to have only one vote. 8 53. 

After the expiration of twelve months, from the 
passing of the Act,—{z. e. after 12th July 1800) no 
person shall vote who has not possessed Stock for 
twelve Calendar Months in his own right, and not 
in trust for another, unless such Stock shall have 
come by bequest, marriage, or intestacy, or by the 
Custom of London, or by settlement; such posses- 
sion to be ascertained by the oath of the Voters, be- 
fore the Chairman, or five Directors. § 54. 

At the Meetings of the Directors, five Members 
shall be a quorum, capable of acting. Questions 
shall be decided by a majority present, and if the 
numbers are equal, the Chairman s$hall give the 


casting vote. (§ 55.) 


The Directors are empowered by themselves, 
Agents, Workmen, &c. to make and complete, 
within five years after the passing of the Act, ac- 
cording to such plans, and in such manner and form 
as they shall approve of, one or more navigable 
Docks, Basons, and Cuts, with Quays or Wharfs, and 
Warchouscs adjoining, to be situated in the Isle of 
Dogs, to the northward of the intended Canal, and 
to communicate with the River Thames, at or near 
Limehouse-hole, on one side, and at or near Black- 


wall, on the other. & 56. 
6 The 
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The Directors are also empowered to build as 
many Quays, Wharfs and Warehouses, as they sball 
think necessary and proper, along the Banks of, or 
adjoining or near, the intended Docks and Basons. 
9 57. 

Such of the said Docks, as shall be used for unla- 
ding Ships, together with the Quays, Warehouses and 
other Buildings, shall be inclosed and surrounded by 
a strong brickor stone Wall, not less than 30 feet high, 
on all sides, leaving only proper spaces for the Cuts 
and Entrances into the Dock, and proper Gateways 
through the Wall; and immediately without the 
Wall, and onevery part of the out-side thereof, except 
where it shall adjoin any Dock, or Bason, which may 
be made without the same, there shall be a Ditch, of 
the width of 12 feet, at least, to be always kept filled 
with water, 6 feet deep; and no House or Building 
Shall be erected within 100 yards of the out-side of 
the Wall, on penalty of 100/. and 50. per month 
afterwards, until the Building and Materials are re- 
moved. § 58. 

The Directors are also empowered to build two or 
more Piers, within the Tide-way of the River 
Thames, at or near Blackwall, and two or more at 
or near Linehouse-hole, for the more safe entry into 
the Docks, &c. provided that the Navigation of the 
River Thames shall not be injured thereby. And 
als to make, and from time to time to repair such 
Cuts, Sluices, Locks, Flood-Gates, Bridges, Roads, 
and other Works, as shall be deemed necessary; and 

B E like wise 


370 TREATISE ON 


likewise Drains, to carry off Water from m—_ 
Property. $ 59, 60, 61. 

The Directors are further authorised to stop up, 
alter, and build Sewers, under the direction of the 
Commissioners of Sewers, in whom such ney 
Sewers as are not within the Dock Walls, are to be 
vested. § 62. 

Powers are also granted to the Directors, to make 
and maintain Draw and Swivel Bridges, to alter and 
divert Highways ;—to procure Materials—and to 
remove obstructions in adjoining Lands, and to lay 
Materials thereon, satisfying the Owners, in all cases 
of injury or damages. & 63, 64, 05. 

The Directors are also authorised to make Bricks, 
ſor the use of the Works, upon the ground purchased 
by them for the Docks, &c. and also to take Sand from 
the bed of the Riyer, above and below London 
Bridge, for the use of the Works; on having a writ- 
ten authority for that purpose, from the Court of 
Common Council, or persons authorised by them, 
§ 66, 07. 

The Directors are further authorised to supply the 
Docks, &c. with Water, while in their progress and 
afterwards; from the River Thames and from such 
Waters as shall be found in digging and making the 
Works; also to supply the Docks with Water by 
Feeders and Sluices, passing through adjoining 
Lands, —to repair Works damaged by Floods,—t0 
gcour the Docks and remove Wrecks; and to cleans 

adjoining 
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adjoining Water Courses, at the Land-owners' ex- 
pence. § 08—71. | 

No Slips, dry Docks, &c. for building or repair- 
ing Vessels, shall be made in, or adjoining the Docks; 
nor can the Dock-Company be concerned in build- 
ing or repairing Ships. § 72. 

The making and using the Docks shall not pre- 
judice or obstruct the Canal. F 73. 

The Corporation of London, are directed to con- 
vey the ground, where the Docks are to be situated, 
to six Trustees in fee, in trust for the Company, 
who are to reimburse what has been paid by the 
Corporation of London for the same. 58 74—77. 

The Directors, or any five, or more of them, may, 
from time to time, as there shall be occasion, appoint 
one or more proper person or persons to be Dock- Mas - 
ters; he or they first producing, after examination 
before a legal Assembly of the Trinity-House, a cer- 
tificate from that Corporation, of being qualified for 
the Office. These Dock-Masters (who may be re- 
moved or dismissed by the Directors) while in Of- 
fice, shall have power to give directions, as to the 
mooring and unmooring, moving orremoving, all Ships, 
Vessels and Lighters or Craft, coming into or lying 
in the Docks, Basons and Cuts, or lying or being in 
Such parts of the River Thames, at Limehouse-hole 
and Blackwall, as shall be within 200 yards from any 
entrance out of the said River into the Works of 
the Company ; and as to the time and manner of 
entrance out of and into the said Docks, &c. and the 

E B 2 position 
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position of the Ships, while lading or discharging, 
and the time of opening and shutting the Dock 
Gates: In case of refusal, on the part of any per- 
son in the charge of Ships, or Vessels, to remove the 
same, on notice given in writing and left with some 
person on board the Vessel, the Dock-Master, and his © 
Assistants, are authorised to remove such Ship; the 
expence whercof, together with a sum not excceding 
10l. nor less than 51. for each offence, may be reco- 
vered by the Treasurer of the Company, from the 
Master or Owner of such Vessel. And Maste, 
Pilots, or other persons obstructing such mooring, 
unmooring, moving, or removing of any Ship or 
Vessel, in the said Dock, Basons or Cuts, or at any 
such parts of the River Thames, at Limchouse-hole 
and Blackwall, shall forfeit, not exceeding 51. nor 
less than 21. FS 80. 

The Directors may annul any order of the Dock- 
masters, and give others, $ 81. But no order what- 
soever, whether given by Directors, Harbour-Mas- 
ters, or Dock-Masters, shall lessen or diminish the 
responsibility of the persons having the charge of the 
Ship, Vessel, or Cargo. § 82. | 

Both the Docks and the Canal shall be considered 
as part of the Port of London ; Vessels resorting 
thereto, shall be subject to the several Port Duties; 
all Goods landed, or shipped upon or from the in- 
tended Quays, shall be subject to the same regula- 
tions as are applicable to the present legal Quays, 


20d the Quays, in such of the Docks as shall be 
ö Wh walled 
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walled round, shall be deemed, to all intents and 
purposes, Legal Quays. '\ 83—86. 

During the term of 21 years, from the time when 
the Docks shall be completed and ready ſor Ships and 
Goods :—all Ships and Vessels which shall arrive 
from any part of the West-Indies, into the River 
Thames, with Cargoes of West-India produce, shall 
unlade the whole within some one of the said Docks, 
or on the Quays or Wharfs which shall belong 
thereto, where the Duties shall be ascertained, and 
no where else; and the Goods, Wares and Merchan- 
dise, being West-India produce, in respect whereof 
such Duties shall be payable, may afterwards be 
stored in the adjoining Warehouses, or in much other 
IVarchouses, as the Owners or Consignees shall think 
proper ; and in case any such Goods, Wares and 
Merchandise, being West-India produce, shall, at 
any time during the said term of 21 years, be landed 
trom any Ship or Vessel, in the West-India Trade, 
in any other place or places, in or near the Port of 
London, than the said Quays and Wharfs within the 
said Docks, they shall be forfeited to his Majesty, 
and may be lawfully scized accordingly : and the 
Owner or Master of any such Ship or Vessel, shall, 
for every such offence, forfeit and pay One Hun- 
red Pounds. 87. 

It is however provided, that so much of the Car- 
goes of West-India Ships, as shall consist of 'Tobac- 
co, shall, as soon as may be after being unshipped 
in the Docks, be conveyed to the King's Tobacco 

\V archouscs, 
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Warehouses, without previously ascertaining the 
duty, either in Carts or Decked Lighters at the ex. 
pence of the Dock Company, who shall be entitled 
to receiye such recompence as shall not exceed the 
whole expence of conveying Tobacco from Ships at 
their proper Moorings to the King's Warehouse. 888. 

It is also provided, that if at any time it should 
happen, from the crouded state of the Docks, or from 
accident or other cause, Ships or Vessels cannot be 
admitted into the Docks, three or more Commis- 
sioners of the Customs may permit the Cargo of 
any such Vessel to be landed at such other legal Quay 
or Quays, as they shall appoint. $ 89. 

Where Ships arriving from other parts of the 
World than the West-Indies, shall have Goods on 
board of the produce of the West-Indies ; such 
West-India produce shall be discharged within the 
Docks, if any three or more of the Commissioners of 
the Customs shall so order and direct. & 90. 

During the said term of twenty- one years after the 
finishing of the Docks, all outward-bound West- 
India Ships shall ship or take in all their Cargoes, and 
be laden either in some one of the Docks, or in such 
part of the River, as shall be below the entrance of 
the Canal at Blackwall. Masters and Owners of 
Vessels offending in this respect shall forfeit 1000. — 
Such Ships and Vessels however, are excepted as may 
be engaged to take on board Naval Stores at the 
King's Yard or Victualing Office at Deptford, for his 
Majesty's Service: on producing to the Dock-Master 

| | a Cer- 
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a Certificate, under the hands of a Commissioner of 
the Navy or Victualing Office. & 91. 

The Directors or any five of them are empowered to 
make Bye-Laws, Rules, Orders, and Regulations for 
the Docks and their Appurtenances, and for the good 
government of the Directors, Dock-Masters, Clerks, 
Treasurers, Collectors, Engineers, Surveyors, Work- 
men, Watchmen, Lightermen, Labourers, and others 
appointed and employed on behalf of the said Com- 
pany, and for the better regulating, governing, and 
managing the several Works, Matters, Accounts, 
and things authorised to be done by the Directors ; 
and to amend, alter, and repeal the same, and fix pe- 
nalties for non-observance, not exceeding 408. re- 
coverable before Justices where the Offence is com- 
mitted. Such Bye-Laws to be printed and distri- 
buted in the Port of London; to be subject to the con- 
trol of the Company, who may alter or annul the 
same, at a General Meeting; and to be allowed and 
approved by the Lord Chancellor, one of the Chief 
Justices, or Chief Baron. ( 109—112. 

In consideration of the great charges and ex- 
« pences, in making, building, and erecting the said 
Docks, and their Appurtenances, and supporting, 
* maintaining, and keeping the same in repair: 
It is enacted, that from and after notice of the 
completion of the Docks and other Works, shall 
have been given by Public Advertisement in the 
London Gazette, and two or more Public Morning 
Newspapers, circulated in London, there shall be 


payable 
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payable to the West-India Dock Company, or to 
their Collectors, Receivers, or Agents, for their use, 
(over and above the Rates and Duties granted to his 
Majesty, and to the Corporaticn of London,)—the 
Rates and Duties following; vis. 

« For every Ship or Vessel entering into and using 


any of the said Docks, or any of the Basons and Cuts 


which shall belong thereto (to be paid by the Master 
or Owner of such Ship or Vessel) a Rate or Duty / 
Os. 8d. for every Ton of the burden of such Ship or Ves- 
gel; for and in satisfaction of the use and conveniency 


of the Docks, and all charges and expences of navi- 


gating, mooring and unmooring, removing and ma- 
nagement of such Ship or Vessel, from her arrival at 
the entrance of the Docks at Blackwall, until unladed 
and moored in the Dock for light Vessels : and also, 
of the unlading her Cargo within the said Docks, and 
the Landing-waiters' Fees, on account thereof ; and 
the Cooperage, Hoops, and Nails, which such Cargo 
may require, in the course of such unlading, together 
with the use of the Light Dock, ſor any space of time 
not exceeding six months from the time of unlading 
such Ship or Vessel.“ § 137. 

And from and after such notice being given, there 
shall also be paid to the said Company, for all Goods, 
Wares, and Merchandise, imported from the W est- 
Indies, which shall be landed, unshipped or dis- 
charged from on board of any Ship or Vessel, entcr- 
ing into and using the said Docks, or any of the 


Basons or Cuts thereunto belonging by the Owners 
or 
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or Consignees of such Merchandise (over and above 
all other Rates and Duties) the Rates and Duties 


following; viz. 

Ss, d. 
"PD, ˙ A ˙—ͤv 129 8 
DD 


o ( 


4 
4 
4 
— Cortex Winteranus . . 4 8 
„ ARES 9 per Cot. 
—— PSs.” 1 6 
— Cotton Wool 2 6 | 
— Dyers' Woods o 6 
— Ginger 3 J 
— Gum Guaiacum . .. . . 4 8 
— Hides << - +  » {6 © 0 0 Rn 
la © I RT 
— Marmalade , 2 „ Vber Jar. 
— Oil, Castor 2 6 D 
— Pimento 3 2 perCwt. 
E Rum o 1 per Gallon. 
— Sarsaparilla . . . 6 o 
— Sugar 0 J per Cwit. 
— Succads in Bones 5 © 
— Tamarinds or Succads in Jars 2 6 per Jar. 
i Tortoise Shell . 5 2 \ per Core; 
— Turmerick 8 
— Wine, including Madeira o 1 per Gallon. 
9 
- And Further ; 
* : $ d. 
+ 97 every Cask, Case, Bundle, Bale, or other Package, | 
a containing any article of Merchandise, not other- 
1 


wise Specified and described in the foregoing 
rs 2 2ble, being 2cwt. and upwards . a > 
Or ; tor 
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For every such Cask, &c. under 2 cwt. . 3 


For every article of Merchandise brought loose (except 
Wood) not otherwise specified or described in this 
Table — for every 1 cwt. . . 1 0 


For any article of Merchandise brought loose, not . 
before specified or described, whether. subject to 
any duty of Customs or not, and which shall be 
landed within the Dock Premises, à Rate or Duty 
wat exceeding the Rate or Charge heretefore usually 
paid in the Port of London, for lighterage, landing, 
ledirg, and housing, any such erticle,— 


All which Rates or Duties shall be accepted and taken 
for and in respect of the use and conveniency of the 
said Docks, and the Quays, Wharfs, Cranes, and 
other Machines, which shall belong thereto, and 
ihe Land-waiters' Fees, on account of such Goods 
after being unshipped ; and all charges and expences 
of WWharfage, Landing, Housing, and Weighing such 
Goods, and of such Cooperage, as the same may re- 
spectively want after being unshipped, and all rent 
far Warehonse Room for such Goods, for the space of 
twelve weeks in the Company's Warehouses ; and 
all charges of delivering the same from the Ware- 
houses. And the said Rate of Gs. 8d. per Ton, 
and also the other Rates, are vested in the West 
India Dock Company. § 137. 

The Tonnage Duty of 6s. Sd. is to be paid at thc 
entry inwards or clearance outwards of each Ves 


zel to the N appointed by the a ; OC 
where 
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where there is no entry or clearance, then to be paid 
before leaving the Docks; so as no Ship shall be 
subject to this Rate more than once in every Voyage, 
both out and home inclusive. And this Rate is to be 
collected only in proportion to the actual Tommage of 
the Cargo, in cases where Ships or Vessels are not 
fully laden, or where only that part of the Cargo is 
landed which is of the growth of the West-Indies. 
$ 137. 

The Rates and Duties on such Goods and Mer- 
chandise, imported from the West-Indies, as shall 
be subject to the payment of any duty to his Ma- 
jesty, shall be paid when the post- entry of such 
Goods is made at the Custom- house, to the Com- 
pany's Collector, appointed for that purpose. And 
the Rates and Duties on such Goods and Merchan- 
dise, as shall not be subject to the payment of any 
Duty to his Majesty, shall be paid before the same 
are taken away from the Dock Premises. & 137. 

All Lighters and Craft entering the Docks, Basons, 
or Cuts, in order to convey, deliver, discharge, or 
receive Ballast or Goods, to or from on board of any 


Ship or Vessel, are exempted from the said Rate of 


0s. 8d. F 138. 

The Company's Collector may distrain any Ship 
or Vessel, in case of refusing or neglecting to pay 
the Rates - ; and Persons eluding such Payment shall 
continue chargeable. 5 139, 140. 

The Tonnage Rates shall be ascertained by the 
YeosCl's register to which the Company's Collectors 

Shall 
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shall have access at the Custom-house; and the Mas- 
ter of each Vessel is also obliged to produce his Cer- 
tificate of Register to the Collectors; and in case of 
any dispute respecting the same, or respecting the 
Tonnage of any Ship or Vessel, not required to be 
registered, or of any Foreign Ship or Vessel, then the 
Tonnage shall be ascertained by Admcasurement, 
according to the directions of the Statute, 26 Geo. III. 
cap. 60. And Powers are given to the Collectors of 
the Company (as well as of his Majesty and the City) 
to enter into the Ships, and actually to measure the 
Tonnage thereof. I 141—143. | 


From in SysTewM thus shortly detailed it appears, 
that very important Privileges are conferred on the 
FPest- India Dock Compruy, and that the Functions, 
with respect to Ships and Vesscls in the West-India 
Trade, which arc to be executed by the Directors, 
are of a nature very matcrial to the Commercial In- 


? 


terest : since they are to take upon themselves the re- 
sponsibility of che whole labour, which is at present 
performed by Lumpere, Cooprrs, Liglllermen, TFhar- 
fingers, Tackle-house Poriers, Ticket-Porters, Mare— 


heusemen, Gang smen, and Labourers, 


Supposing the Aggregate Tonnace on a me- 
dium, to be equal to the ycor ending the 
5th of January 1798, they will receive at 
bs. od. per Lon annvally on 101,484 
Tons, for Discharging, and in lieu of 
[Carried over) T. 33,029; 9 


Bron abt 
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Brought over . 33,828 © © 
Taking the article of Sugar, (as being the 

largest, for the purpose of ascertaining the 

Aggregate Sum to be received, (for the con- 

veniency of the Docks, Wharfs, and 

Cranes; and in lieu of Land-IMHaiters' 

Fees, Wharfage, Landing, Cooperage, and 

Warehousing such Goods, — V arebouse 

Rent for twelve weeks, and the charge of 

Delivery,) the whole amount on 101,484 

Tons, at 8d, per Cwt. or 13s. 4d. per 

Tan, . P neSS 


Toml - . non gllg io” 


For the purposes of discovering the advantages 
or disadvantages of this System, it will be necessary 
to consider the following Estimate of the present 
expence of discharging West-India Vessels in the 
Pool, opposed to the above charges in the premises 
of the West-India Dock Company. 


245 Ships, average Lumping Dues, includ- 


ing extra Work, and Watching, and 4. . d. 
Cooperage,.— (45 J. . 5,570 0 © 
Boat attending 30 days, at 48. a day „ 1. $a © © 
Chain hire, 108. a week, —(2 J. 6920 G 


Demurrage of the Ship, supposing her on 
Charter, or that the Owner is deprived of 
the use of her, 15 days longer in the Pool 
than in the Dock, at 8s. a Ton per month, 
tor one-half of a month on 290 Tons, 
average 48—-(581,) . . © «' 's > + (0068 © 8 


Carried over /. 38,406 © 2 


382 | TREATISB ON 


Brought over . . C. 38,406 o o 
To which add Lighterage of 101,484 Tons 
to the Quays, at 4s. per Ton, average . . 20,297 © © 


2 


58,703 0 0 
Deduct Dock Tonnage, (See p. 380.) . 33.828 © o 


— 


Balance, on this head, in favour of the Ship- 
Owner and Merchant; in using the Docks C. 24,875 o o 


Present expence of Landing and Wharfage, 
Labourers and Gangsmen, on 346 Ships, 
bringing 101,484 Tons of Sugar, Rum, 


and other West-India Produce; at 14s. . C. 71,049 © © 
Land-Waiters' Fees ; at 28. 3d. . . . . 11,473 © © 
EI - ⁊ +» + ᷑ æ +» 1207 © 4 
Warehouse Rent for 12 weeks; at 8%. . . 40,594 © o 
Charge of Delivery; at 333. 15,297 © 0 
{- 153,700 0 0 


Deduct the amount tobe charged by the West- 
India Dock Company, (See p. 381) . 67,656 © © 


60,044 © o 
Add the above-stated Balance in favour of the 


- Proprietors, in discharging the Cargoes . . 24,875 o o 


a i 


Aggregate Balance in favour of the Dock- 
17 ͤ—v v“ A 


Thus it appears, that if these calculations are 
nearly accurate, (for accuracy to a point is im- 


possible,) very considerable adyantages will arise to 
| the 


RIVER POLICE, 383 


the West-India Commerce from the Dock System, 
in which the Ship-Owners will participate: while, 
at the same time, more dispatch will be afforded, 
which, in all matters relating to Shipping and Navi- 
gation, is of the greatest importance. And it may 
possibly happen that the first Fleets that arrive, 
may be enabled to make /wo Voyages instead of one 
in the course of a year. This circumstance alone, 
at a time when the British Shipping is found, as at 
present, to be so inadequate to the great and in- 
creasing extent of the National Commerce, is not 
only highly interesting to the Ship-Owner and the 
Merchant, but also to the State ; by furnishing the 
means of œconomizing in the conveyance of Com- 
mercial Commodities. Upon the immense Scale of 
the Trade of the Metropolis, (equal to about three- 
fifth parts of the whole Empire,) the advantages 
derived from double Voyages in the same Ships are 
incalculable; not merely from the convenience 
which will arise to Trade, but from the reduced 
expence attached to the Carrying System, when con- 
sidered in competition with Foreign Nations. 

The enormous expence of Ships forms another 
ground whereby to judge of the advantages ; for 
wile a less Capital is necessary, and more constant 
employment given to Seamen, equal or superior 
profits are acquired; although the Freights may be 
reduced, when each Ship performs a double instead 
of a single Voyage. 

The improyements in the Art of Navigating Ships, 


and 
2 
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and the superior stile of fitting, are favourable to 
this species of dispatch, to which Port-accommo- 
dations contribute in so eminent a degree. 

The Directors of the Mest- India Dock Com- 
pany will, under every circumsrance, form an im— 
portant part of the executive Police of the River 
Thames, and the Port of London. —Like the other 
two great Bodies, the Corporation of London and 
the Trinity-House, they have the power of making 
Bye-Laws to be enforced by penalties: and it can- 
not escape notice, that the number of minor 
offences, which have been, and will be created and 
defined, in consequence of the Ve- Doch Act, will 
require a vigilant Police to give force and efficacy to 
the general Design; and to prevent the Law, from 
becoming, as in many other cases, @ dead letter ;— 
This indeed, is the source from which have originated 
the multiplied abuscs which have heretofore em- 
barrassed and afflicted the Trade of the Port; and 
which will ever continue to be felt as a pressure, 
while it is not the province of any particular class of 
men to carry the Laws into execution, and to be in 
some degree responsible for the effect which the 
interests of Socicty, and good Government, require 
to be given to all the Regulations and measures of 
the Legislature, for the prevention of Crimes and 
Misdemeanors, and the well-ordering of whatever 
has a tendency to add to the security, comfort, and 


happiness of the Community, 
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The Powers and Functions of His Majesty's Com- 
missions of Customs and Excise, as they apply to the 
Police of the River Thames, and the Port of Lon- 
don.—The perplexed State of the Laws of the 
Customs. General Summary of the Statute Law 
on this subject; as it relates Ist. to Merchants, 
Masters of Ships, &c.—2d. to Revenue Officers. 


—_——_Þ 


; Establishment of the Board of Cusrous is em- 
ployed, not for purposes of Revenue alone, but also 
ſor carrying into effect the Laws of Navigation and 
Trade; upon which the security of the Empire, and 
the protection and encouragement of its Commerce 
and Manufactures, essentially depend. (i) 

The Cammissioners therefore, under the authority 
of various Acts of Parliament, and also under the 
directions of the Treasury, exercise very extensive 
and important Powers and Functions in the general 
System, which comprises the Police of the Port of 
London. 

They superintend the execution of the Laws as 
they relate to Regulations, respecting the lading 
and discharging of all Ships and Vessels frequenting 
the Port, which particularly apply to the mode of 
Securing, and ascertaining the amount of his Ma- 


) See the Fourth Report of the Finance Committee of the 
House of Commons — printed July 1797. 
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jesty's Revenue of Customs,—the payment of Draw. 

| backs and Bounties on Goods exported, —the prant- 
ö ing Licenses, and taking Bonds and Securities from 
parties concerned in the Importation and Exportation 

of Goods. They authorise and appoint sufficient 

Wharfs, where Goods may be landed when the 

business cannot be carried on at the Legal Quays, 

They empower inferior Officers to enter on board of 

Ships and Vessels, arriving and discharging, as well 

as those that are lading outwards,—and to remain 

so long as they deem necessary for the protection <> 

the Revenue. They appoint, Preferable, Extra, and 

Glut, Officers, for this particular duty. () They 

instruct and control the whole of the numerous 

Officers, of all classes, belonging to the different 

departments of the Revenue of the Customs. They 

exercise their discretion in mitigating the severity of 

the Law (subject to the control of the Treasury) in 

all cases where, from inadvertency or unavoidable 

cuuses, an innocent Trader may be aggrieved, and 


where no injury to the Revenue was contemplated, 

They order prosccutions of Illicit Traders and others 
charged with Frauds upon the Revenue. They di 
rect the sale of Seizures, and manage the financis: 
part of the System, with respect to Salaries and Ex 
pences, according to Rules which have been estab- 
lished under the authority of Parliament, and the 
Lords of the Treasury. In fine, they superintend al 


(4) The established Tide-Officers, and all superior situations, ate 
appointed by the Treasury. ren 
matters 
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matters and things whatever, which relate to Ves- 
xls in the service of the Customs, or to the control, 
regulation, or reward of their Officers, in every part 
of England and the Colonies. 

The Couuisslox ERS oF THE Excrse have a con- 
curreat Jurisdiction with the Customs, with respect 
to the security of those branches of Revenue which 
it is their province to collect on articles imported; 
but they exercise no general superintendance. 

They appoint and authorise their Officers to board 
and to watch Ships and Vessels, where exciseable 
Goods compose a part of the Cargo, and they also 
employ Revenue Cutters for the detection and pre- 
vention of Illicit Trade. 

The Fix ANxcE COMMITTEE OF THE House of Com 
mons, (to whose labours the Public are already so 
much indebted, and whose Reports, on a vast variety 
of Subjects, afford ample hints and materials for the 
most important legislative Regulations, in matters of 
the highest consequence to the improvement of 
Trade and Police in this Kingdom, ) state that the 
laws respecting the Customs, are © voluminous in 
their bulk, and intricate in their details,“ filling, at 
present, 51x large volumes in folio, unprovided with 
any printed Index. They also declare, that they 
feel themselves warranted in stating, most decidedly, 
that a consolidation and simplification of the 
Laws of the Customs would greatly contribute 
secure and increase the collection of the Re- 
venue: that by such a simplification “ the Re- 

c 0 2 VEnue 
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venue-Officer would be enabled to execute his duty 

with more promptitude and safety ; the Merchant 

would better know how to transact his Commercial 
| concerns with the Revenue, and the Foreign Trader 
f would have the means of avoiding those errors which 
at present so frequently expose his Property to sei- 
zure for the omission of Forms, which it is al 
impossible that he should know to be necessary.“ () 

It appears indeed, that the attention of the Exe. 
cutive Government, and of the Officers of the Cus- 
toms, has been directed in some degree to this im- 
portant object ; and its execution, however difficult, 
has not been thought impracticable ; probably how- 
ever, (the Committee conclude) the final completion 
of the Work must be delayed unt'l Peace. 

After the foregoing candid avowal by a Commit- 
tee, the leading Members of which may truly be 
Said to have been indefatigable in their exertions for 
the public good, it cannot be reasonably expected 
from the Author of this Work, that he should enter 
into any thing more than a general Statement of the 
Powers and Functions exercised by the Commission- 
ers of Customs and Excise, and their Officers; unde! 
the multiplicity of Statutes, by which those Power 
and Functions are created and regulated; giving 
also an abridged account of the Duties imposed by 
these Statutes, on Masters of Ships, Merchants, Con- 


signees, &c. in the course of the Importation and f 
Exportation of their Goods. 1 


+1) See the Fourth Report of the Committeg, p. 25, * P 
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The following Summary of the most interesting 
Laws on this Subject will, however, he trusts, serve 
as some direction to Merchants in this most dan- 
gerous part of their voyage; and as a elue to that 
labyrinth of perplexities, the mazes of which, it is 
to be hoped, the Legislature will ere long find leisure 
to put an end to, by pursuing the suggestions of the 
Finance Committee on this subject. 


The Statutes are ranged under the two ſollowing 
heads: 


I. The duty of Merchants, Masters of Ships, 
Wharfingers, Consignees, &c. on the ** 
and Exportation of Goods. 


II. The Privileges, Duties and Indemnities of 
Revenue Officers, not speciſied in the foregoing 
division. 


I. By the Statute 1 Eliz. cap. 11, Owners and 
Masters of Vessels, are prohibited from Lading or 
Unlading Ships, except in day-light, and at the 
Legal Quays and places appointed, (in London and 
elsewhere,) and without due notice to the Customer 
and Custom-house Officers. 

By 13 and 14 Car. II. cap. 11, no Ship arriving 
from beyond Sea, shall be above three days coming 
om Grayesend to her place of Discharge in the 
Thames, without touching at any Wharf, Quay, or 
place adjoining to either Shore between Gravesend 

2 and 
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and Chester's Quay ; unless hindered by contrary 
winds, or other just impediment, to be allowed by 
the principal Officers of the Customs.—\ 2. 

Buy Statute 19 Geo. III. cap. 48, F 3, if any Ves- 
sel coming from Foreign parts, within the limits of 
the Port of London, shall be removed out of the 
Stream, except to the Lawful Quays, before all the 
Goods are discharged out of such Vessel ; or if any 
Vessel, outward-bound from London to Foreign 
parts, having any Goods on board thereon, shall, 
during the continuance in the Port, be removed out 
of the Stream, except to the Lawful Quays, unless 
upon any accident or emergent occasion, immediately 
to be made known to the Commissioners, or Officers 
of Customs, and their consent for those purposes 
obtained; the Master, Purser, or Person taking 
charge of such Vessel, shall forfeit 100 J. for each 
offence; one moiety to his Majesty, and the other 
moiety to such Officer of Customs as shall sue for 

the same, in any Court of Record at Westminster. 
By § 5 of the Act, 13 and 14 Car. II. cap. 11; 
in case after the clearing of any Ship, and discharg- 
ing the Watchmen or Tidesmen, there shall be 
found on board such Ship any Goods concealed, 
and for which the Duties upon Importation have 
not been paid; the Master, or other person, taking 
charge of such Ship, shall forfeit 100 . And it 
shall be lawful for any person, authorised by Writ 
of Assistance, under Seal of the Exchequer, t0 
take a Constable, or other Public Officer inhabiting 
near 
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near the place, and in the day time, to enter into 
any house or other place, and in case of resistance, 
to break open Doors, Chests, and other Packages ; 
to seize any Goods prohibited and uncustomed, and 
to secure the same in his Majesty's Storehouse in 
che next Port. 

By 9 Geo. II. cap. 35, § 27, all Goods found 
concealed on board any Ship aſter the Master shall 
have made his report at the Custom-house, and not 
mentioned in the said Report, shall be forfeited, and 
may be seized and prosecuted by any Officer of the 
Customs, and the Master of such Ship, (in case he 
was privy to such concealment,) shall forfeit treble 
the value of the Goods, 

By 5 Geo. III. cap. 43, & 1, all Goods, Wares, and 
Merchandise whatsoever, which shall be found con- 
cealed in any Chest, Trunk, Bale, Cask, or other 
Package, or amongst any of the Goods, Wares, or 
Merchandise contained therein, at any time after the 
same shall have been sent to his Majesty's Store- 
house, by any Officer of Customs, (in pursuance of 
Statute 13 & 14 Car. II. cap. 11 :)—and which sball 
not have been, within twenty days after the first 
entry of the Ship in which they were imported, duly 
entered, and the Customs, and other Duties for 
them, paid or secured; or which shall be found 
concealed in any Chest, &c. or inclosed in any of 
ite Goods therein contained, which shall be brought 
on Shore by special Sufferance, or order from the 
Commissioners or principal Officers of Customs, at 

the 
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the application of the Proprietor, and shall not be 
particularly specified in such application, the same 
shall be forfeited, and may be seized and prosecuted 
by any Officer of the Customs. 

By 21 Geo. III. cap. 39, if the Master of any 
Vessel shall conceal, or suffer to be concealed, by 
his Mate or Seamen, or any of them, in any part 
of such Vessel, or in any Chest, any Foreign Spiri- 
tuous Liquors, over two gallons for each Seaman 
on board, or any Tea above Six Pounds, or any 
Coffee above Nineteen Pounds; or if the Master 
shall clandestinely Import, or suffer to be clandes- 
tinely Imported, any such Foreign Spirituous Li- 
quors, or any other uncustomed Goods whatsoever, 
whereby the Owners become liable to any penalties, 
or whereby such Vessel is liable to be forfeited, the 
Master shall not only forfeit to the Owners all Wages 
then due, but also treble the value of such Foreign 
Spirituous Liquors, Tea, Coffee, or any other un- 
customed Goods whatsoever, over the penalties to 
which the Master shall be subject by any Laws now 
in force; which penalties of treble the value, shall 
be recovered of the Master by, and go to, the 
Owners.—\{ 1. 

By F 2 of the said Act, if the Mates or Seamen, 
sball clandestinely conceal or import any Foreign 
Spirituous Liquors, (over two gallons for each Sea- 
man on board,) or any Tea above Six Pounds, or 
any Coffee above Nineteen Pounds, then such 
| Mates or Seamen, shall forfeit to the Owners all 

| Wages 
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Wages then due, and also TenShillings each for eyery 
gallon of Spirituous Liquors, and Ten Shillings for 
every Pound of Tea, and also Ten Shillings for 
every Pound of Coffee —And by & 3, if such 
Mates or Seamen, shall commit such offences in 
time of War, it shall be lawful for the Owners to 
send such Mates or Seamen, on board some of his 
Majesty's Ships of War; there to serve for three 
years, except such as are old, disabled, or unfit for 
such service. 

This Act is to be printed, and put up in some con- 
spicuous part of every British Vessel, trading to or 
from this Kingdom; and whenever the printed 
Copies shall be damaged, the Master shall cause the 
same to be immediately replaced, under the penalty 
of One Shilling a-day during such omission; to be 
paid to the Owners, and levied by Warrant, under 
the hands and Seals of one or more Justices. 

By F 7 of the Statute 13 & 14 Charles II. c. 11, 
it is enacted, that if any Keeper of any Wharf, 
Crane or Quay, or their Servants, shall knowingly, 
suffer to be taken up or Landed, or shall ship-off, 
or suffer to be water-borne from their Wharfs, &c, 
any Goods prohibited, or whereof any Duties are 
payable, without the presence of the Officers of the 
Customs, or at times not appointed by Law; or 
Goods passing by Certificates, Waste-cocquet, or 
otherwise, without notice given to his Majesty's 
Otticers; every such Wharfinger shall forfeit 100 /.— 
nd if any Goods shall be taken in from the Shore 

into 
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into a Boat, to be carried a-board any Ship outward- 
bound, or laden out of any Ship arriving from 
Foreign parts, without a Warrant and presence of 
an Officer of the Customs; such Boat shall be for- 
feited, and the Master, or any Mariner of any Ship 
inward-bound, consenting thereunto, shall forfeit 
the value of the Goods; and in case any person 
shall assist in the shipping-off, or carrying away 
such Goods, such person being apprehended by 
Warrant of any Justice of Peace, and the same 
being proved by the oath of two Witnesses, the said 
Offender for such first offence, shall, by such Justice, 
be committed to the next Gaol, till he find surety 
of the good behaviour, or until he be discharged by 
the Lord Treasurer, Chancellor, Under Treasurer, 
or Barons of the Exchequer ; and in case he shall 
afterwards offend in the like kind, he shall by any 
Justice of Peace be committed to the next Gaol 
tor two months, or until he pay unto the Sheriff 5/, 
for the use of his Majesty. 

By the said Statute 13 and 14 C. II. c. II, 
as explained by 32 Geo. III. c. 50, if any Goods 
prohibited to be exported; or liable to any duty 
or return of premium or bounty; or to any 
allowance for waste on Exportation; or being 
carried coastwise ; or warehoused on Importation, and 
afterwards carried coastwise for the purpose of Ex- 
portation ; or liable to Customs on Importation or 
Exportation : | shall be shipped to be carried to Sea 
from any one Port. to be landed at any other place 


„this Realm, without a snfierance from the Cus- 
6 tons 
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toms, all such Merchandize shall be forfeited. The 
Master of every Vessel that shall take in such Goods 
in any Port, to be landed in some other Port of Eng- 
land, shall, before the Ship be carried out of Port, 
take out a Cocquet, and become bound to the King 
with security, in the value of the Goods, for delivery 
thereof, in some Port within England; and (dangers 
of the Seas excepted,) to return a Certificate within 
six months, that such Goods were there landed 
accordingly. 

By Statute 32 Geo. III. c. 50, § 5, if any Goods 
brought into any Port, within this Kingdom, from 
any other Port within the same, by coast-cocquet, 
transire, let-pass, or certificate, shall be unshipped to 
be landed, before such Cocquet, &c. be delivered to 
the Customer or Collector and Comptroller of the 
placc of arrival, and sufferance given from such Cus- 
tomer, &c. the Master or Mariner taking charge 
of such Ship consenting thereto, shall Jorfeit the 
value of the Goods; and if any Goods of Foreign 
Product, coming coastwise, shall be landed without 
the presence of an Officer of the Customs, such 
Goods, or the value, shall be forfeited. 

All Goods saved out of any Ship forced on Shore, 
or stranded, not being wrecked Goods, (or flotsam, 
jets, or lagan,) shall, after salvage and other 
charges paid, be liable to the like customs, draw- 
backs and allowances, as such Goods would be liable 
in case they were regularly Imported.—5 Geo. J. 
Cap. +), \ 13. 

By 
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By Statute 27 Geo. III. cap. 13, & 12, all Goods, 
&c. imported into Great Britam, with an intent to 
be landed, (except Diamonds, Jewels, Pearls, Pre- 
cious-stones, and Bullion, and fresh Fish, Britisk 
taken, and imported in British built Ships, owned, 
navigated, and registered according to Law; and 
also, except Turbots and Lobsters, however taken 
or imported ;) whether such Goods, &c. are liable 
to Duty or not, shall be regularly entered at the 
Custom-housc, and landed in the presence of the 
proper Officer, who shall examine the same, and 
shall not deliver them out of his possession, until he 
shall have taken a particular account of the quantity 
and species of such Goods. And by Statute 36 
Geo. III. cap. 82, if any such Goods shall be un- 
shipped or landed without the presence of the proper 
Officer of the Customs, either on Sundays, Holi 
days, or any other days, all such Goods shall be 
forfeited, and may be seized by any Custom-house 
Otficer. 

By 12 Geo. I. cap. 28, § 18, if any Goods on 
which Duties are payable, or whieh are prohibited 
to be exported, shall be sbipped for Ports beyond 
Sea without a Warrant, or without the presence of 
an Officer of the Custoins appointed for that pur- 
pose, all such Goods, or the value thereof, shall be 
forſeited ; one moiety to the Crown, the other to 
him that shall seize or sue for the same. 

By 8 Geo. I. cap. 15. § 0, any person may export 


out of any Port of this Kingdom, in which there 
13 
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is a Customer or Collector, all such Goods of the pro- 
duce or manufacture of Great Britain, as may be 
lawfully exported without paying any duty (other 
than the Goods excepted m the Table of Rates out- 
ward) so as an entry be first made in the Custom- 
house, expressing the quantities and qualities of the 
Goods, and so as the same be shipped by the proper 
Officer; on failure whereof the Goods to be liable to 
Duty. 

By 24 Geo. III. Stat. 2, cap. 47, § 26, the Mas- 
ter of every Vessel, arriving at any Port, or going out- 
wards from any Port in this Kingdom, in Ballast, shall, 
if called upon by the Collector or Comptrolles or 
other Officer of the Customs, make a true Report of 
such Vessel, both inwards and outwards, and answer, 
upon oath, to such questions relative to the Voyage 
and Navigation of such Vessel as shall be put to him 
by the Officer of Customs, at the Port where he shall 
arrive, or from whence he shall depart; under the Pe- 
nalty of forfeiting 100/. which oath the Collector, or 
Officer of Customs, is to administer. Provided that 
no Master of any Vessel in ballast, making Report as 
above, shall, in respect thereof, be liable to the Pay- 
ment of any additional Fees. 

By Stat. 27 Geo. III. cap. 13, $ 17, 18, 19, the 
value of Goods, paying a Duty, ad valorem, shall be 
ascertained by the written Declaration of the Impor- 
ter [or Exporter] or Proprietor, or his Agent or Fac- 
tor; which Declaration shall be written on the War- 
rant of the entry of such Goods, and shall be sub- 
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scribed with the hand of the Importer [or Exporter] 
or Proprietor, or his Agent or Factor, in the pre- 
sence of two of the principal Officers of Customs at 
the Port, of which the Collector shall be one, who 
Shall certify the same under their hands; and such 
Declaration, so made and signed, shall be of the same 
force, and the Importer [or Exporter] or Proprietor 
of such Goods shall be in every respect bound by 
such Declaration, as fully as if the value had been 
ascertained by oath or affirmation; and if, upon view 
and examination of such Goods, by the Officer of 
Customs, it shall appear to him, that such Goods are 
not valued according to the true price thereof, then 
the Officer of Customs may detain such Goods, and 
cause the same to be conveyed into his Majesty's 
Warehouse, or otherwise sccured, and take such 
Goods for the use of the Crown ; and the Commis- 
Sioners of Customs, or four of them, are to direct 
the Receiver General of Customs, to pay, out 
of any money in his hands arising from the Cus- 
toms, to the Importer | or Exporter] or Proprietor, 
the value thereof so ascertained, together with 
ten pounds per centum thereon, and also the 
Duties paid on such Goods, hut without any 
turther allowance, either on account of Freight, 
or any other Charge whatever; which payment 
shall be made within fifteen days after the Goods 
shall have been taken, in case the value of the 
same shall exceed 20). and without delay, if the value 
of the Goods shall not exceed 20/, 


In 
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In order © to secure the payment of Duties on 
Goods allowed to be imported, and to prevent the 
clandestine and fraudulent Importation and Expor- 
tation of prohibited Goods, and the relanding of 
Goods shipped for Exportation, entitled either to 
bounty or drawback ;” it is enacted, by Statute 
26 Geo. III. cap. 40. (usually called 7 he Manifest 
Act) that no Goods shall be imported in Vessels be- 
longing to British Subjects, unless the Master has 
on board a Manifest signed by himself, containing 
the names of all the Ports, at which any of the Goods 
on board have been laden, the Name, Built, and 
Tonnage of the Ship, the Master's Name, and the 
Port to which the Ship belongs; with a true account 
of all the Cargo, whether packed or stowed loose, and 
the exact number and marks of every Package, 
Trunk, Cask, &c. in which the Cargo is contained. 
$ 1, 

Like Provisions are made as to Ships laden with 
Wine. § 2. 

Before clearing out from any Foreign Port, the 
Master must deliver his Maniſest to the Collector or 
chief Officer of the Customs, or the principal Magi- 
strate, or some person deputed for the purpose at 
such Foreign Port: Such Collector, &c. is to indorse 
his name on the Manifest, with the date when it was 
produced to him, and return it so indorsed to the 
Master; and having made a duplicate of the Mani- 
fest, he is to transmit that to the Collector of the 

Customs, 
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Customs, at the Port to which the Goods are con- 
signed. § 3. 

If any Goods or Wine are imported whhout Such 
Manifest, or are not mentioned in it, the Master, &c. 
shall forfeit double the value of the Goods, besides 
the duty. § 5. 

Every Master, &c. must produce such Manifest 
to the first Custoin-house Officer, who shall come on 
board his Ship, on his arrival within ſour Leagues of 
the Coast, and give a copy to the Officer, who shall 
certify the production on the back of the original 
Manifest, and transmit his copy to the Collector at 
the Port, to which the Goods are consigned. The 
Master shall also in like manner produce the Mani- 
fest, and give a copy thereof to the ſirst Officer who 
shall come on board within the limits of the Port, 
who shall certify and act in the same manner as the 
former Officer :—lIf all the Goods are not delivered 
at one Port, the Collector may certify on the original 
Manifest what have heen delivered there, and return 
the Manifest to the Master ; and the Manifest 1s to 
be delivered up by the Master to the Collector at the 


Jast Port of Discharge. $ 6. 


A Penalty of 100“. is imposcd on the Master or 
Officer neglecting their duty. & 7. 

Bulk must not be broken, nor any part of the 
Cargo be unladen or unshipped till the Vessel comes 
to her proper place of discharge in the Port, and is 


authorised to unlade by the proper Officer of the 
| Customs 
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Customs at the Port, on Penalty of 200. on the- 
Master and the Mate, except in case of inevitable ne- 
cessity; of which notice must be _ to the Custom- 
house. S 8. | 

The first Custom- [PR Officer whs goes on bind; 
is to mark and seal all such Packages, &c. of Goods 
as are not stowed in the main hold (or the chains or 
other part of the outside of the Ship); and such Goods 
can be landed only by special leave from the Com- 
missioners, and opened by an order from the proper 
landing Waiters, and in presence of a 1 Offi- 
cer of the Customs. 8 9. 5 

Altering such Marks or Seals subjects the Captain 
and Mate to Penalties of 200/, § 10. 

Within twenty-four hours after the Ship's arrival 
at her Moorings, the Master must make oath before 
the Collector, &c. of the Ship's built and burthen, and 
the contents of her lading, and deliver the Manifest 
to the Collector, on Penalty of 200/. f 11. 

Every Importer or Consignee of Goods must with- 
in twenty days after the Master's Report, enter his 
Goods at the Custom-house, and pay the Duties; or 
on failure, the Custom-house Officers may convey 
the same to the King's Warehouses, for securing the 
Duties; and if they are not paid within three 
months, the Goods are to be sold by the Officers: 
(Except in cases of Goods allowed to be entered and 
warehoused on Bond.) & 14. 

No Custom-house Officer is to permit any Vessel 


to clear out until the Master has given bond not to 


Dy reland 


* 
* 
0 
x 
4 
” 
{#1 


% > 
/ 


402 TREATISE ON 


reland any Goods fraudulently, and not to oppose the 
Officers, in the execution of their Duty. 5 15. 
Masters of outward-bound Ships are to deliver 
their cocquets to all Custom-house Officers on de- 
mand for their inspection, on Penalty of 1001. and 
if the Officer finds any Goods on board, not corre- 
sponding with the cocquets he may seize such Goods, 
Ls: -.- 
No Goods entitled to drawback are to be sent on 
board for Exportation, except by Revenue Officers 
or persons licensed by the Commissioners of the 
Customs, for the actual delivery of the Goods to the 
Officers on board. § 20, 21. 

Masters of Vessels homeward or outward-bound 
are under Penalty of 100Y/. to bring to at the usual 
places, to receive Revenue Officers on board, for the 
purpose of examining the Cargo; and to relieve and 
land Officers. $ 22. | 

Revenue Officers duly authorised to examine Ships 
and Cargoes, are to have access to every part of the 


Ship; and if the Keys of Chests, &c. are not deli- 


vered to them, or the places where the Goods are 
stowed are not opened, the Officers (if of a degree 
superior to Tidesmen or Watermen) may open them: 
Tidesmen and Watermen are in such cases to send 
for their superior Officers to examine the Goods. 
$ 23. 
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II. We are next to consider the privileges, duties, 
and protections, imposed or conferred by the Legis- 
lature on Revenue Officers : Of these the most mate- 
rial to be generally known, may be classed under the 


following Heads : 


Ist. Such provisions of Statute Law as secure the 
purity of Revenue Officers. 

2d. Such as direct specific duties to be performed 
by them in searching Ships, seizing Goods, &c. (See 
also the directions of the Manifest Act, in the pages 
immediately preceding.) 

3d. Such as provide for the safety of their persons 
against assaults, and obstructions in the execution of 
their duty. 


Under the first head the following Statutes deserve 
particular attenlion. 

By Statute 13 and 14 Charles II. cap. 11. § 15, 
No Ship or Goods shall be seized as forfeited for un- 
lawful Importation or Exportation, or for non-pay- 
ment of Customs, but by the persons appointed to 
manage the Customs, or by Officers of Customs, or 
persons deputed by Warrant from the Lord Trea- 
Surer or Under Treasurer, or by Commission from his 
Majesty, under the Great or Privy Seal; and if any 
Seizure shall be made by any other person for the 
causes aforesaid, such seizures shall be void. 

By Statutes 13 and 14 Charles II. cap. 11; 4 Wil- 
liam and Mary, cap. 5; 6 William and Mary, cap. 1; 
and g Ann, cap. 21, The Commissioners, Patent Offi- 
cers, and all Clerks, Servants, &c. employed in the 

D 2 Customs. 
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Customs, shall take their oath. for the true and faith- 
ful execution of their several Trusts and Employ- 
ments; and that. they will take no reward or gra- 
tutly but their respective salaries, and what shall be 
allowed them by the Crown, or the regular Pees 
established by Lav, for any service to be done in the 
execution of their employments, and the Commis- 
sioners and principal Officers in the Port of London, 
and the principal Officers in the outports, or any two of 
them, are authorised to administer such oath, and to 
cause the same to be registered in the Custom-house. 

By 6 and 7 William III. cap. 7. 14, Any Officer 
of the Customs duly employed in the execution of 
his Office, on any extraordinary service not required 
by Law, is authorised to receive such recompence 
from the person desiring his attendance, as the Com- 
missioners of the Customs in the Port of London, and 
the Collector, Customer, and Comptroller, in the 
Outports, or any two of them (by whom the suffer— 
ance is granted) shall determine. 

By Statute 13 and 14 Charles II. cap. 11. § 19, 
It any of the King's Officers, or other persons de- 
puted and employed about the Customs, shall take 
any bribe, or connive at any false entry, whereby the 
Ning shall be defrauded of his Customs, or Goods 
vrohibited to be imported or exported be suffered to 
pass, the persons oftending shall forfeit 1007. and be 
;ncapable of any Office under the King; and the 
person who shall give such bribe shall forfeit 50/. 

By Stat. 9 Geo. II. cap. 35. & 24, If any per- 
sen shall ofier any bribe to any Officer of the Cus- 
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toms or Excise, to do any act whereby his Majesty 
might be defrauded in his said 9 per- 
son shall forfeit for such Offence, 50. 

By a more modern Statute, which appears to have 
been passed for the purpose of getting at the root of 
the evil, it is enacted, That if any Officer of the 
Navy, Customs, or Excise, shall make any collusive 
geigure, or shall deliver up, or shall make any agree- 
ment to deliver up, or not to seize any Vessel, or any 
Goods liable to forfeiture, by this or any other act, 
or shall directly or mdirectly take any bribe or reward 
for the neglect or non- performance of his duty, such 
Officer shall forfeit Five Hundred Pounds, and be ren- 
dered incapable of serving his Majesty in any Office, 
civil or military; and if any person whatsoever shall 
give, offer, or promise to give, any bribe or reward 
to, or make any collusive agreement with, any Officer 
of the Navy, Customs, or Excise, to do, conceal, or 
connive at, any act whereby any of the provisions of 
any act relative to Customs or Excise, may be evaded 
or broken, such person shall (whether the offer be 
accepted or performed or not) forfeit Five Nundred 
Nou de. —24 Geo. III. Stat. 2. cap. 47. $32. 

Vany Officer of the Customs shall embezzle any 
Goods lodged in any Warehouse in his custody. he 
all forfeit double the value of the Goods embezzled 
to the party grieved with Costs. 8 Ann. cap. 13. 27, 

On this part of the subject it is proper to advert 
2 the opinion of the Finance Commutlee (whose ad- 

mirable 
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mirable suggestions have already been repeatedly 
alluded to) “that if fixed and net salaries could be 
given to each Officer, proportionate to his services, 
the general Arrangement of the Business of the Cus- 
toms would be much improved ; instead of leaving 
their compensation to depend upon their having ad- 
ditional places, or employments in other situations, 
or upon their casual receipt of Fees.“ 

The Committee consider the Abolition of Fees as 
a measure, for many reasons, to be submitted to the 
consideration of Parliament. The independence [and 
consequent purity] of the Revenue Officers, the re- 
lief to the Trader, and the security of the Revenue are 
all (as has been already urged in the course of this 
Work) involved in this Question. 'The Merchants of 
London, and those resident at several of the Outports, 
when consulted in 1791, approved of this measure: 
and the opinion of the Commissioners of Accounts 
and the Commissioners of Customs, concur in the 
propriety of the Abolition. The main difficulty in 
the execution of the Plan is the providing a fund 
for compensation for the Fees abolished ; the amount 
of which in 1788, (throughout England) was nearly 
134,000/. of which the Fecs of the Outdoor Officers 
were about 45,000/. 

In the Port of London alone, the amount of Fees 
in 1784 and 1788, was 6-4,000/. and upwards ; in 
1794 about 67,000. in 1795, 66,400). and in 1790, 


nearly 79,800/,—Of these the Fees to the Outdoor 
Officers 
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Officers were in 1794, about 20, 850“. in 1795,21,035/, 
and in 1796, 25,3911. 

The Committee appear particularly to recommend 
the Abolition of the Fees to Outdoor Officers; and 
for this purpose state, that an adequate provision 
might be conveniently and fairly obtained by a 
small Duty, on the principal articles of Imports, ap- 
portioning the duty according to the share, which the 
Trade of each Country contributes to the whole 
Trade of Great Britain.“ 

Of the Statutes giving Specific directions as to 
Seizures, Sc. by Revenue-Officers, the following Seem 
to require special notice. 

By the Stat. 6 Geo. I. c. 21. $39. it is „ 
if prohibited or customable Goods shall be found by any 
Officer of the Customs, in the custody of any persons 
being in a Hoy, Lighter, Barge, Boat or Wherry, on 
the water, or coming directly from the water- side, with- 
out the presence of an Officer; or if such Goods, upon 
the information of one credible person, be ſound in any 
House or Place, on a search made according to the 
directions of 13 and 14 Car. II. c. 11. (see Division 
I. ante page 390) such Officer may put the said 
Goods into the King's Warehouse, till the Claimers 
make proof to the satisfaction of the Commissioners 
of the Customs, that the Duties have been paid or se- 
cured for the customable Goods, or that the same 
had been bought in a lawful way, or that the Goods 
had been compounded for, or condemned in the Ex- 


* Sce the Fourth Report of the Committee, pp. 24, 25. 
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chequer, or been delivered by Writ of that Court, 
and that the prohibited Goods had been compounded 
for, condemned or delivered; in which case e such Goods 
shall be delivered without charge. on 

By $43 of the same Act, If any Officer of the 
Customs be dlesirous to seize and prosecute the 
Goods, notwithstanding any directions of the Com- 
missioners for delivery of the Goods, such Officer may 
seize and prosecute the same; in which case the 
Officer so prosecuting, shall be liable to be sued by 


the Owner, for recovery of the same, or the value 


thereof with costs; or if the Commissioners shall 
not order the delivery of the Goods, the Owner may 
sue ſor the recovery thereof, with costs and damages 
in any Court of Record at Westminster. 

By Stat. 12 Geo. I. c. 28. § 17, Any Searcher, or 
other proper Officer of the Customs, after the entry 
of Goods whereon there is a drawback or premium, 
or of Goods prohibited to be used here, or Pepper, 
may. open and examine any Bail or Package; and 
if the Goods shall be found to be right entered, the 
Searcher shall, at his own charge, cause them to be 
repacked (which charge shall be allowed by the Com- 
missioners, if they think it reasonable ;) but if the 
Officer shall find such Goods to be less in quantity or 
value than'is expressed in the Exporter's endorse- 


.ment on his entry, or entered under a wrong deno- 
mination, whereby his Majesty would have been de- 


frauded, all such Goods may be seized, and shall be 
forſcited, and the Owner shall lose the benefit of the 
drawback 
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drawback for such Goods, and the value of the 


Goods. | 
By Statute 9 Geo. II. c. 35. § 29, It shall be law- 
ſul for any Officer of the Customs or Excise (produe- 
ing his Warrant or Deputation, if required) to go on 
board any Coastmg Ship, within the limits of the 
Ports, and to rummage such Ships for prohibited and 
uncustomed Goods, and to stay on board during the 
time the same shall continue within the limits 
of such Port; and if any person shall hinder any 
Officers of the Customs or Excise, in going or re- 
maining on board such Coasting Ship, or in the 
searching thereof, such person shall forfeit 100]. 
By Statute 24 Geo. III. Statute 2. c. 47. § 28, 
Where the Master of any Vessel shall report any 
Bales or Packages of any Goods, contents unknown 
for Exportation, any Custom-House Officer is au- 
thorised to open such Bales and Packages, on board 
such Vessels so reported, and examine the contents 
thereof, or to bring them on shore to his Majesty's 
Warehouse, at the Custom-House, for the Port 
where such report is made, if necessary, and such 
Officer shall be indemnified, and not liable to any 
action for so doing: and in case it shall appear on 
such examination, that such Bales or Packages shall 
contain any Goods prohibited to be imported, or 
liable to ſorfeiture upon being imported into this 
Kingdom, by any Law then in force, all such Goods, 
and the Package thereof, shall be forfeited; and in 
case such Goods shall not be prohibited, such Goods 


shall 
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shall be chargeable with the Duties due thereon, and 
shall not be permitted to be exported or delivered for 
that purpose before the Duties are paid, without the 
leave of the Commissioners of Customs, or three of 
them; and all Goods found on board any Vessel, 
of which no report hath been made by the Master, 
Shall be forfeited. 


Several Statutes have been passed for the Security of 
the persons of the Revenue Officers, in the execution if 
the important and unpleasant duty which they are called 
upon to perform: 

By Statute 9 Geo. II. c. 35. § 28, If any Officer 
of the Customs or Excise, being on board any Vesst! 
within the limits of any Port, be forcibly hindered or 
beaten in the execution of his office, every person 80 
forcibly hindering or beating the said Officers, and all 
such as shall act in their assistance, shall, by order of 
the Court, before whom such Offenders shall be con- 
victed, be transported for such term as such Court 
shall think fit, not exceeding seven years; and if 
such Offenders shall return into Great Britain ot 
Ireland, before the expiration of the term, they shall 
suffer as Felons, without benefit of clergy. 

By 19 Geo. II. c. 34. F 1, continued by various 
Acts, If any person shall maim, or dangerously wound 
any Officer of the Revenue, in his a/templing 10 { 
on board any Vessel within the limits of any Port, or 
boot at, maim, or dangerously wound him when on 


board, and in the execution of his office, every per- 
Son 
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son so offending being convicted, shall be adjudged 
guilty of felony, and shall suffer death. 

By § 11 of the Statute 24 Geo. III. Statute 2. c. 
47, If any person upon the shore, or on board any 
Ship, Vessel or Boat, shall maliciously shoot at any 
Ship, Vessel, or Boat, belonging to the Navy, or in 
the service of the Customs or Excise, within the 
limits of any Port of Great Britain, [or within four 
leagues from any part of the Coast thereof; ] or if any 
person being on shore, or on board any Ship, shall 
maliciously shoot at, maim, or dangerously wound 
any Officer of the Navy, or of the Customs or Ex- 
cise, whether attempting to go an board, or being on 
board, or returning from on board any Ship, &c. or 
otherwise acting in the execution of his duty on 
shore, or within the limits of any Port of Great Bri- 
tain, [or within four leagues of any part of the Coast 
thereof ;] or shall maliciously shoot at, maim, or 
wound any person aiding such Officer, every person 
so offending, and every person aiding therein shall 
be guilty of Felony without benefit of clergy. 

By 19 Geo. III. cap. 48. § 10, &c., If any per- 
son whatsoever shall assault, resist, oppose, molest, 
ohstruet, or hinder, any Officer of Customs or Excise 
in seizing or securing any Coffee, Tea, Cocoa-Nuts, 
Chocolate, Foreign Brandy, or other Foreign Spirituous 
Liquors, or any other Goods whatsoever, liable to be 
Seized, or shall by force or violence rescue, or cause 
to be rescued, any of the said Goods, after they are 
«ized, or shall attempt to do so; or, after such 

seizure, 
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$cizure, shall cut, stave, break, or otherwise destroy 
or damage any Casks, Vesscls, Boxes, or Package, 
wherein the same shall be contained; it shall be law. 
ful for the Officers, and for all persons acting in their 
aid, to stop and detain the person so offending, and 
carry him beſore one Justice; and the Justice shall, 
if he sec cause, commit the person brought beſore 
him to the next County Gaol, until the next genen 
Quarter Sessions, by whom he may be committed to 
the House of Correction, for. not more than three 
years, nor less than one; or be sent to serve in the 
Army or Navy. | 
By Statute 34 Geo. III. cap. 50. § 5, If any 
Officer or Officers of his Majesty's Navy, or in the 
Service of the Customs or Excise, being on shore, or 
going on board, or being on board, or returning 
from on board any Ship, Boat or Vessel within the 
limits of any of the Ports of this Kingdom, or within 
four leagues from the Coasts thereof, | or within the 
limits prescribed against Vessels hovering on the 
Coasts] shall be hindered, opposed, obstructed or as- 
saulted, in the execution of their office or duty, /y 
any persom er persons whatsoever, either in the di) 
time or night; or if any person or persons acling in the 
id or assistance of sue Officers shall be so obstruc- 
ted, or assaulted, every offender, and also every Fel- 
gon diding and assisting in such obstruction or assault, 
may be carried before a Justice of Peace, residing 


near the place where such offence shall be commit- 


ted, and the Justice may commit euch Offenders i? 
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the next County Gaol, there to remain until the 
next] Court of Oyer and Terminer, Great-session, 
or Gaol delivery, or until the Offender shall be de- 
livered by due course of law; and, in case an indict- 
ment shall be found against such Offenders, or any 
of them, they shall plead thereto, without having 
time to traverse the same, as is usual in cases of Mis- 
demeanors, and being duly convicted thereof, shall, 
by order of the Court, be sentenced to hard labour 
on the River Thames, or any other navigable River in 
England, for any term not exceeding three years, as 
under 19 Geo. III. c. 74. in cases of Grand Larceny; 
or the Court may order such Offender to be commit- 
ted to the Common Gao], or House of Correction, for 
any term not exceeding three years, 

By § 35 of the Statute 9 Geo. II. c. 35, If any per- 
son passing with prohibited or uncustomed Goods, 
and armed with oftensive weapons, shall hinder any 
Officer of the Customs or Excise, who, in the execu- 
tion of his duty, shall offer to search or seize any 
prohibited or uncustomed Goods from any person 
passing with such Goods, and armed as aforesaid, by 
beating the Officers or other persons acting in their 
Assistance ;—it shall be lawful for all Officers of his 
Majesty's Customs or Excise, and all persons by them 
called to their assistance, who are so resisted, 70 
*ppese force to force, and by the same methods that 
ae volently used against them, and by which their 
es are endangered, to defend themeelves and exe- 
cute the duty of their office: and if any person so 

resisting 
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resisting the Officers shall be wounded or killed, and 
the Officers and their Assistants shall be prosecuted, 
such Officers and persons acting in their assistance 
may plead the general issue; and all Justices of Peace, 
before whom such Officers and other persons acting 


in their assistance, may be brought, on account of 


such wounding or killing, are required to admit such 
persons to bail. 

By F 6 of the Statute 16 Geo. II. cap. 34, If 
any Officer of the Revenue, or other person employed 
in seizing or securing any Wool or ether Goods for- 
ſeited, (either as being prohibited or uncustomed, or 
for the duties not having been paid or secured, or 
forfeitable by any Law to prevent the Exportation of 
Wool or other Goods) or in endeavouring to appre- 
hend any Offender, shall be beaten, wounded, maimed, 
or killed, or the Goods seized shall be rescued by 
persons armed as aforesaid, the inhabitants of every 
Hundred, where such facts are committed in England, 
Shall make satisfaction for the damages, and shall pay 
100. to the Executors or Administrators of each per- 
son so killed. And such Officers and other persons 
and their Executors and Administrators, may sue for 
and recover their dumages (so as the sum to be re- 
covered for any beating, wounding, or maiming ex- 
ceed not 400. nor for the loss of the Goods 2000) 
against the inhabitants of the Hundred: and all the 
inhabitants of the said Hundred shall be proportion- 
ably asscssed towards the payment of the damages 


and costs, and also of the expences in defending such 
1 Action; 
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Action ; which Assessment sball be made and levied 
as in cases of Robberies. | 

To prevent frivolous and vexatious Actions against 
Revenue Officers, by which they are peculiarly liable 
to be harassed, it is enacted, by 5 25 of the Stat. 28 
Geo. III. cap. 37; that no Writ shall be sued out 
against any Officer of Customs or Excise, or against 
any person acting by their order, in their aid, for any 
thing done in execution of their duty, until one month 
after notice in writing, shall have been delivered to 
them, or left at their abode, by the Attorney for the 
person who intends to sue out such Writ; in which 
notice shall be clearly contained, the cause of action, 
the name and abode of the person in whose name 
such Action is to be brought, and the name and 
abode of the Attorney; on which the Officer may 
tender amends, &c. as in the case of Actions against 
ſustices of Peace. 


Tnrs while the Author has had occasion, in the 
rourse of this Work, to deplore the injuries sustained 
by the Revenue and the Public, from the loose con- 
duct of not a few of the inferior Officers of the Cus- 
tons and Excise, he has felt it his duty, in this and 
the Succeeding Chapter, to submit to the Reader, 
and particularly to the consideration of those engaged 
in Commercial and Nautical Pursuits, a Summary 
View of what is incumbent on the seyeral Parties to 

perform : 
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perform :—The powers with which Reyenue Officers 
are invested ; and the danger of resisting their lawful 
authority. In the foregoing detail of these Duties 
and Powers, the Functions of the Civil Magistrates, 
to whom Appeals are to be made wherever Griey- 
ances are suffered, is a strong proof, among many 
others, of the utility and necessity of a well - regulated 
River Police, not more for the purpose of restraining 
and preventing the Commission of Crimes, than for 
securing the rights of Innocence, and protecting up- 
right Officers in the lawful discharge of their duty. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XV. 


Further Regulations of PEXAL PoLICE on the River 
Thames, wwhich may be enforced by the Lord Mayor 
and Aldermen of London, as Magistrates ; and by 
other Juslices of Peace, acting for the Cities and 
Counties adjoining the River. Respecting W ATER- 
MEN plying on the Thames ; their Apprentices, Boats, 
Sc. Gravesend Boats. —The catching and selling 
Fisn.— I /e Inporlation and Sale of CoaLs.— 
Securily against Accidents from Gux-PowDEs, 
Finz, Sc. on the Hiver.— Rules and Penalttes 
under the WET-Dock Act. —The Acts respecting 
the Navigation of the Thames, WESTWARD OP 
Loxvox, 


| 
il 


| | addition to the various Regulations already de- 
| tiled in the preceding Chapters, there remain to be 
19ticed certain subjects of considerable importance 
i0 the Police of the River Thames and the Port of 
London; and which depend on the positive enact- 
ments of a multiplicity of Statutes, giving jurisdic- 
tion over Offences, on or near the River, to Magis- 
trates in the adjoining Counties of Middlesex, Surry, 
Kent, and Essex. These, therefore, it becomes use- 
tu) and important to bring under the Review of the 


AP. E R Public, 
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Public, in as concise a manner as may be, consistent 
with explaining the grounds and reasons on which 
those Laws have originated, and the Evils which they 
were intended to remedy. 


The Laws thus to be considered may be arranged 
under the following heads: 


I. The Acts relative to WATERMEYN on the River 
Thames : Their Apprentices : Their Boats : 
And the Gravescnd Boats. 


IT. The Acts for preventing Frauds and Mono- 
polies injurious to the Public, in the Importa- 
tion and Sale of Fisn. 

III. The Acts regulating the Importation and Sale 
of CoaLs ; and the Conduct of Colliers on the 
River. 

IV. Such Acts as inilict Penaltics and Punish- 
ments on carelessness with respect to GuN- 
Powpkx, Firs, &c. 

V. The Provisions of the WeT-Dock Acr not 
noticed in any of the former Chapters; as far 
as they relate to the improvement of the Navi- 

gation, and the security of the Docks and 


Works, 
VI. The Acts respecting the Navigation of the 
Thames W &sTwarp of London exclusively. 


An account of such Maritime Regulations and 
Offences, as respect the River Thames and Port of 


London, 
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London, in common with the other Ports of Eng- 
land, and nautical affairs in general, shall bg reserved 
for a subsequent Chapter; which will be found im- 
portant, not only to Merchants, Ship-Owners, and 
Seufaring persons, but to all who take an interest in 
the Welfare of this Commercial Metropolis ; and to 
whom a general and summary view of the Penal 
Statutes which have been made for the Security of 
their Persons and Property, must be useful for the 
purpose of guarding. them against convictions for 
Offences, of which it is to be feared that ſew are suf- 
ticiently aware. | 


I. ResptEcTiING W ATERMEN. 


The following Preamble to the Statute 2 and 3 
Phil. and Mary, cap. 16. will shew the state of the 
Watermen on the River Thames, previous to the in- 
terſerence of the Legislature on the subject. | 


« Whercas heretofore for lack of good Govern- 
ment and due Order amongst W herrymen and Wa- 
termen cxercising, using, and occupying Rowing 
upon the River of Thames, there have divers and 
many misfortunes and mischances happened and 
chanced cf late years past, to a great number of the 
King and Queen's subjects, as well to the nobility as 
to other the common people, that have, passed and 
repassed, and been carried by water, by reason of 
the rude, ignorant, and unskilſul number of Water- 
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men, which for the most part been masterless men, 
and single men of all kinds of occupations and facul- 
ties, which do work at their own hands, and many 
boys being of small age, and of little skill, and being 
persons out of the rule and obedience of any honest 
Master and Governor, and do for the most part of 
their time usc Dycing and Carding, and other un- 
lawful Games, to the great and evil example of other 
such like, and against the Commonwealth of this 
Realm: And all which said evil and ignorant per- 
sons, in the time of Pressing by Commission, for the 
service of the King and Qucen's most Royal Majes- 
tics, upon the Sea, for that they have no known place 
of abiding, do for the most part absent and convey 
themselves into the Country and other secret places, 
practising there Robberics and Felomes, and other 
evil and detcstable facts, to the great annoyance of 
the Commonwealth: And so after the said Commis- 
Sion of Pressing ended, oft-times the said evil per- 
sons do repair again to their former trade of Rowing, 
colouring their evil deeds ; and also divers of them 
being very ignorant, for lack of convenient time of 
learning and exercise, in the which they might ob- 
tain Suffeient knowledge of their occupation, do 
often times presume and enterprize to receive divers 
of our said Sovereign Lord and Lady the King and 
Qucen's Majesties loving subjects into their Boats 
and Wherries, and do carry and convey their said 
subjects from place to place by water, upon the said 
| River 
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River of Thames; whereby divers persons have 
been robbed, and spoiled of their Goods, and also 
drowned : 

«* And for and by the occasion aforesaid, be daily 
put in fear and peril of their lives, the which is very 
lamentable, and not to be permitted or suffered in 
any Commonwealth : And by reason also, that a 
great number, and the most part of the Wherries 
and Boats now occupied and used, and of late time 
made for rowing upon the said River, been made so 
little and small in proportion, and so strait and 
narrow in the bottom, varying much from the old 
substantial sort and sure making of Boats and Wher- 
ries, which was used before the space of Twenty 
Years last past, insomuch as the most part of Boats 
and Wherries used at this day, been so shallow and 
tickle, that thereby great peril and danger of drown- 
ing hath many times ensued, and daily is like to en- 
sue, unless some speedy remedy be herein had and 
provided.” 

For the reformation of these Evils it is enacted, 
That there shall yearly be appointed by the Lord 
Mayor and Court of Aldermen, %, persons of the 
most wise, discreet, and best sort of Watermen, 
being Tlonseholders and employed as Watermen, to 
be Overseers and Rulers of all the WWherrymen and 
WF atermen on the River Thames, between Gravesend 
and Windsor, 

By § © of ihis Act, the Lord Mayor and Alder- 
men, and Jusiices of Peace in the Counties next ad- 

joining 
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joining the River, within their respective Jurisdic- 
tions, are empowered, not only to hear and determine 
all Complaints, or Offences against the Act, when 
brought before them by the said Rulers ; but also 
to correct and restrain the proceedings of the Rulers 
themselves, in cases where they have exceeded their 
Jurisdiction. 

The next Statute of importance passed on this 
subject was the 11th and 12th William III. cap. 21. 
the preamble of which recites, that © Notwith- 
standing the Laws that had been theretofore made 
for good Order, Rule, and Government, amongst the 
Watermen and Wherrymen, using and rowing on 
the said River of Thames, it had oftentimes happened, 
that divers persons passing by water upon the said 
River, had been put in danger of their Lives and 
Goods, and many times had perished and been 
drowned, and this occasioned by the unskilfulness 
and want of experience in Wherrymen and Water- 
men, and persons out of the Rule of any Master or 
Governor; and that the Rulers and Overseers of the 
Company of Watermen, were not sufficiently em- 
powered to make Rules, Orders, and Constitutions, 
for the Government of Watermen and Wherrymen, 
rowing on the said River, with Pains and Penaltics to 
enforce due obedience to the same, and casy recovery 
of the said Penalties; And that the Lightermen, row- 


ing on the said River of Thames, were grown very nu- 
merous, and were at that time without Rule and 
Government, by Whose rudeness and unskilfulness 

in 
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in working of Lighters, and other large Craft, Ships 
and Vessels were hindered in the delivery of Coals, 
and were thereby frequently stopped in the proceed 
of their Voyages, and the Goods and Lives of divers 
of his Majesty's subjects were likewise frequently 
endangered and lost, and notorious Disorders were 
occasioned.“ 

It is, therefore, enacted, That all Laws then in 
force respecting Watermen, shall be put in execution; 
and that every person being a Lighterman or Owner 
of any Lighter, between Gruwvesend and Mindsor, shall 
be of the Watermen's Company ; and the Wherry- 
men, Watcrmen, and Lightermen are declared to be 
one Company. 

In addition to the Eight Rulers to be elected by 
the Court of Lord Mayor and Aldermen, under the 
2d and 3d Phil. and Mary, 7hree Rulers are also to 
be chosen out of twelve persons to be nominated to 
that Court by the Lightermen. The Elections are to 
be at the first Court of Aldermen after June 1st. 
annually; and the Eleven thus chosen are to be 
called the Overseers and Rulers of all the IVherrymen, 
IF utermen, and Liglilermen, on the Thames, between 
Gravesend and IVindsor ; who are to register the 
Lightermen : and to appoint Assistants, Auditors, 
&<c. and to make Bye- laws for regulating the affairs 
of the Company, to be approved of by the Court of 
Aldermen, and confirmed by one of the two Chief 
Justices; with reasonable penalties to enforce the same. 
Powers are given to the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and 

2 Justices 
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Justices of Peace, within their respective Jurisdic- 
tions to hear and determine Offences against the Act, 
or the Bye- laws so allowed to be made, and to levy 
the penalties imposed, by Distress and Sale. 

By the Stat. 4 Ann. cap. 13. which alludes to a 
former Act, 1 Jac. I. cap. 16. as to Watermen's Ab- 
prentices, and recites that certain Bye-laws made re- 
specting them could not be altered without the con- 
sent of this Company, or by authority of Parliament, 
Power is given to the Court of Lord Mayor and 
Aldermen, to review and amend the said Bye-laus 
(and all others) of the Watermen's Company, subjcet 
to the approbation of the Chict Justice of the King's 
Bench. | 

The Regulations of the foregoing Laws were fur- 
ther enforced by the Statute, 2 Geo. II. cap. 26. the 
preamble to which recites, that “ Several Laws and 
Statutes had been theretoſore made for the better re- 
gulating and governing all persons free of the Wa- 
termen's Company, owning, rowing, or working 
Boats or other Craft upon the River Thames, between 
Gravesend in the County of Kent, and // indoor in the 
County of Berks; but that the said Laws had by 
experience been found, to be ineffeetual to auswer the 
good ends and purposes thereof, and that it was ne- 
cessary further to provide against the mischiefs which 
happened by intrusting Apprentices too weak, unable, 
and unskiliul in the work, with the care of Goods, 
and the Lives of Passengers on the said River,” 

By § 3 of this Act, reciting the deliciency of 

Power, 
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Power, in case no distress could be ſound to be made 
for the Penalties, authority is given to the Lord 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Justices of Peace, in their 
several Jurisdictions, to commit Offenders to the 
House of Correction, for any time not exceeding one 
month nor less than fourteen days : This Jurisdiction 
is also confirmed by the Act 10 George II. cap. 31. 
$ 15. | 

The preamble of this Statute, 10 Geo. II. cap. 31. 
recites the Statutes, (2 and 3 Phil. and Mary, cap.16; 
1 Jac, I. cap.16; 11 and 12 William III. cap. 21. and 
4 Ann. cap. 13.) already alluded to; in consequence 
of the latter of which Watermen, Wherrymen, and 
Lightermen © were at liberty to take what number 
of Apprentices, and at what age they thought fit, 
though they had not sufficient Business to employ 
and maintain such Apprentices, nor any Habitation 
or Place of Abode to retain and keep them at, and 
though such Apprentices were too weak for the 
work or labour required in such occupation, whereby 
such Apprentices became idle and profligate, and 
many and great damages had trequently happened to 
Goods and Passengers, by the unskilfulness of such 
Apprentices; and the good intention of the said Act 
for breeding able and sufficient Seamen for the Royal 
Navy was clucled,” 

By F 12 of the same Statute, it is stated,“ That 
many inconveniences and casualtics had frequently 
happened, and often arose to the endangering of the 
Lives of his Majesty's Subjects, passing and repassing 

by 
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by water, to and from London and Gravesend, in 
Tilt-boats, and other Boats and Wherries, navigated 
for hire or gain, for want of a due regulation of the 
time of departure, of the said Tilt- boats, and other 


Boats and W hcrries, at and from the said respective 


Ports and Places of London and Gravesend; and for 
want of navigating the said Boats respectively, with 
good and able hands,” 

By this Act, 10 Geo. II. cap. 31. therefore, various 
Regulations were introduced with respect to the tak- 
ing Apprenticcs, and the munber of Passengers in 
W herrics and the Gravesend Boats; which shall be 
duly noticed in the subsequent pages of this Chapter. 

The last Statute on the subject of Watermen on 
the Thames, is that of 34 Geo. III. cap. 65. the Pre- 
amble to which recites, that by the said Statute 2 and 
3 Phil. and Mary, cap. 10. (already noticed) it was 
enacted “ That the Mayor and Court of Aldermen 
Should, at their discretion, limit and assess, the Fares 
to be taken by persons authoriscd to row upon the 
River of 7 hames, betwixt Gravesend and IH indsor ; 
with the approbation of two members of the Privy 
Council; and that Watermen taking more than 
their Fare should forfeit for every Offence Forty 


Shillings, and also suffer imprisonment by one half 


year ;” it also recites, that for many years, © the 
said punishment had been considered much 150 $evere 
for the Offence, and there being no powers for miti- 
gating the same, the Offenders had generally escaped 
punishment for their extortion,” 
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This Preamble also recites the provisions of the 
said Act, 11 and 12 William III. cap. 21. for ap- 
pointing Ruters and making Bye-laws, and giving 
jurisdiction over offences, to the Lord Mayor and 
Aldermen and Justices, as has been already stated. 

It then proceeds to recite, that © in pursuance of 
the said Act, 11 and 12 William III. cap. 21. certain 
Rules and Orders had, from time to time, been made 
for the better rule and government of the Company, 
but that the same had proved inadequate and ineffee- 
tual : And that it would tend to the more speedy and 
effectual Administration of Justice, and be of great 
Public utility and convenience, if so much of the said 
Act, 2 and 3 Phil. and Mary, cap. 10. as subjects 
persons taking more than their Fare, to the fine of 
Forty Shillings, and also to half a year's imprison- 
ment, should be repealed: And if the Court of 
Mayor and Aldermen were authorised and im- 
powered to make reasonable Rules, Orders, and 
Constitutions, for governing and regulating the 
Watermen, Wherrymen, and Lightermen, upon the 
River Thames: And if the Lord Mayor, Recorder, or 
any one Alderman, and the Justices of the Peace, 
within the Shires and Places next adjoining to the 
aid River Thames, between Gravesend and I indsor, 
should respectively have full power, and authority to 
adjudge, ascertain and settle the several Penalties, 
and to enforce payment of the same, and to put the 
Laws, Statutes, Rules, Orders and Constitutions, 
made, and to be made, in execution: And effectually 

to 
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to punish Oilences and Misbehaviours by Water- 
men, for Oflences against the several Bye-laws or 
Statutes.” 

The Penalties imposcd by the Stat. 2 and 3 Phil. 
and Mary, cap. 10. on Watermen taking more than 
their Fare, are accordingly repea/ed : The Court of 
Lord Mayor and Aldermen are empowered to make 
Rules and Orders tor the government of Watermen, 
Wherrymen, and Lightcrmen, between Gravesend 
and Hindsor : and jurisdiction is given to the Mayor, 
Recorder, or any one Alderman within the City, and 
the Justices of the Peace of the Counties and Places 
next adjoining to the River, to put all Laws, Rules, 
and Orders, inade by the said Court of Mayor and 
Aldermen, or by the Ruters of the Watermen's Com- 
pany, and approved of by the Court, in execution 
against Watermen aud others, guilty of any Offence 
against such Laws, Rules, and Orders. 

Such Rules may be enforced by Penalties and For- 
ſeitures, not exceeding 31. for any Offence, and are to 
be approved of by one of the Chief Judges. A copy 
of them being thirty days previously sent to the Wa- 
termen's. Company, who may submit objections to 
the Judges. Within thirty days after, being allowed, 
copics of the Rules are to be sent to the Public 
Offices in Middlesex and Surrey, and to the Clerks 
of the Peace of the Counties and Places adjoining 
the River, 

Authority is also given to the Lord Mayor, Recor- 
der, or one Alderman of London, and to any Justice 
or 
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or Justices of the Peace, within their respective Ju- 
risdictions, to summon Offenders (within six days 
after any Offence is committed) and, on the refusal 
to appear, to apprehend them by Warrant, and to 
punish them by Fine, not exceediug the Penalty im- 
posed for the Offence; or, in case of refusal to pay 
the Fine, by Imprisonment not exceeding one 
month. 

A like authority is given to summon, apprehend, 
and punish persons refusing to pay Watermen their 
Fares, &c. 

Authority is also given to two of the Rulers of the 
Watermen's Company (as well as to the Mayor, Al- 
dermen, Recorder, and Justiccs) to hear Complaints 
between Watermen and Watermen, their Widows, 
Apprentices, &Cc. 

An Appeal is by this Act given from the Mayor, 
Aldermen, Recorder, Justices or Rulers of the Com- 
pany, to the Quarter Sessions. 


HavixG thus stated the rise and progress of these 
Laws, respecting Watermen, and the Jurisdiction 
given by them to Magistrates, it will next be neces- 
sary to recapitulate the Penalties imposed on the 
Several Offences created and made punishable by the 
Acts. | 


187. As % Apprentices. 


Apprentices, bound to Watermen, &c. shall, in 
case their Masters' Habitation be not registered with 
the 
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the Clerk of the Watermen's Company, be turned 
over to other Masters, 2 Geo. II. cap. 26.4 1. 

No Apprentice shall have the sole care of any Boat 
till be is sixteen years of age, if he be the son of a 
Waterman; and seventeen years of age being the 
son of a Landsman ; nor unless he shall have worked 
on the River for two years at least, before he attained 
such age, on pain of he Master's forſeiting 10s. or 
being committed to hard labour, for not exceeding 
one month, nor less than fourteen days. 2 Geo. II. 
cap. 20. \ 2, 3. 

No Apprentice to any Waterman or Lighterman 
Shall be taken under fourteen years of age, nor above 
twenty years: And all such Apprentices shall be 

bound by Indentures, and enrolled in the Rolls of 
the Watermen's, &c. Company, to serve on the River 
for seven years : Any Master acting contrary shall 
forfeit 10/. or be committed to the House of Cor- 

rection, not exceeding cne month nor less than four- 

Is teen days, 10 Geo. II. cap. 31. 1, 2, 15. 

[ By & 3 of the same Act, 10 Geo. II. Every Ap- 
prentice bound otherwise than the Act directs, be- 
5 sides not obtaining any Freedom by such Apprentice 
ship, is liable to pay for every time he shall work or 1 

| row any Barge, Boat, &c. 10/. | 

By Y 4. not more than two Apprentices shall be 
retained by any Waterman or Lighterman at one 
time : And the sccond Apprentice is not to be bound 
until the first has served four years (except that a | 


Waterman or Lighterman owning twelve Lighters, &c. 
may 


« © 


4 
- 
5 


** 
PFF rr 


* 1 


- 
wt 


— — — 22 
208. * 7 


— ̃ — Sor 


— F 
— — 
=> 
x 5 # Sv Y 


* 7 1 
C3 1” => 
ET 0... 


* a * * 
= 
OE CE I IE 
* 


A 


„ 
* 


2 lines. aged * 


— tom a 
1 a” 


RIVER POLICE. 431 


may take two Apprentices at the same time, and 
owning twenty Lighters, &c. may take four) on 
Penalty of 10/. 

By F 5, No Apprentice shall be taken by any 
Waterman or Lighterman, until he has a settled 
Habitation to lodge him in, on pain of forſeiting 100. 

Apprentices who shall be imprisoned for any Of- 
ſence, shall serve (in addition to the seven years for 
which they are bound) a space of time equal to the 
time, during which they shall have been imprisoned. 
34 Geo. III. cap. 65. Y 11. 


2DLY. As to. the built of Boats and I nerries on the 
Thames, and the number of Passengers to be 
taken. 


By SF 7 of the Statute 2 and 3 Phil. and Mary, 
cap. 16, If any person shall make any Wherry, with 
the intent to carry people on the River Thames, 
which shall not be 224 feet in length, and 45 feet 
broad in the midship, or which shall not be sufficient 
to carry two persons on one side tight, the Boat shall 
be forfeited. 

By § 3. of 8 Geo. I. cap. 18. (continued by vari- 
ous Statutes) If any Boat, Barge, or Galley, rowing, 
or built to row with more than four oars, shall be 
found upon the water, or in any place within the 
Counties of Middlesex, Surrey, Kent, or Essex, or in 
the Thames, or within the limits of the Ports of Lon- 
dun, | Sandwich, or 1psich, or the members or creeks 
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to them belonging] such Boat, &c. with her Tackle, 
or the value thereof, , be forfeited, and may be 
scized by any Officer of the Customs, and the Owner 
thereof, or any person using or rowing in such Boat, &c. 
shall forfeit 40/. And after scizure and condemnation, 
the principal Officers of the Customs in the place are 
to cause such Boat, &c. to be burnt, and the Tackle, 
&c. to be publicly sold to the best advantage; or by 


12 Geo. I. cap. 28. \ 10. the same may be used by 
the Custom-house Officers ; or by 3 Geo. III. c. 22. 


publicly sold. 
[This Act does not extend to any Barge or Gal- 


ley, belonging to the King or Royal Family ; or to 
any Long Boat, Yawl, or Pinnace, belonging to any 
Merchant Ship; or to such Boat, &c. as shall be li- 
censed by the Admiralty in writing, which Licences 
Shall be granted without Fee. The Statute 28 Geo. 


III. cap. 34. also probibits certain rowing and sail- 


ing Boats in any Port, or within four leagues of the 
Coast. | 

By § 9 of the Statute 10 Geo. II. cap. 31, No 
person shall work in any Tilt-boat, which shall not be 
of the burthen of 15 Tons ; nor any Boats, which 
sball not be 3 Tons, in the Long Ferry between 
London Bridge and Gravesend, except such Boat 
shall be hired by one person for his own use, on pain 
of 10/. 

By F 8 of the same Statute 10 Geo. II. cap. 31, 
It shall not be law ſul for any person working or navi- 
gating any 7it-boat or fe urge, tor hire or gain, 
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to take at one time any inore than thirty-seven Pas- 
sengers, and three more Passengers only, if brought 
on board by the way ; nor to carry any other Boat 
or Wherry, more than eight Passengers, and two Pas- 
sengers more if called in by the way; nor to carry in 
any Ferry-boat or Wherry allowed to work on Sun- 
days, more than eight Passengers. Any person car- 
rying a greater number, for the first Offence shall 
forfeit 5/. for the second Offence 100. for the third 
Offence shall be disfranchised from working any 
Boat, &c. for twelve months : And in case any greater 
number of persons shall be carried as aforesaid, and 
any Passenger shall be drowned, every person work- 
ing such Bout offending therein, and being convicted, 
shall be deemed guilty of Felony, and be transported 
as a Felon, 


3DLY. As to Gravesend Boats. 


By § 12, 13, and 15, of 10 Geo. II. cap. 31, The 
Rulers of the Watermen's Company are to appoint 
two Officers to attend at Billingsgate, at High Wa- 
ter, and at Gravesend at the first of Flood, who 
hall ring a Bell, to give notice to the Tilt-Boats and 
Wherries, who design to pass the Ferry between 
London and Gravesend, to put off, on pain of for- 
feiting 5/. 

If every such Boat shall not, after the ringing such 
Bell within fifteen minutes, immediately depart, and 
effectually proceed on his respective voyage, &c. 
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without lying by in the said River, or putting again 
on Shore, within two miles of Billingsgate or Graves- 
end]; or if any such Boats shall not be navigated by two 
sufficient and able-bodied men, the youngest at least 
eightcen years of age, the Owner of such Boat, &c, 
shall forfeit 5/. 


ATHLY., General Conduct of Malernien, and the IFater- 
men's Company. 


Any person who shall be elected, or appointed 
Ruler, Assistant, or Auditor of the Watermen's Com- 
pany, and sball obstinately refuse to take upon him 
the place, to which he shall be so elected, or shall 
negligently exercise the same, shall forfeit 5/.—11 and 
12 William III. cap. 21. 5, 7. 

If any person not having served for seven years to 
any Waterman or Lighterman (except Trinity-men, 
Ballast-men, and persons employed in navigating 
Western Barges, Dung Boats, Gardeners' Boats, 
Chalk Hoys, &c. and by 4 Geo. II. cap. 24. Ferry- 
boats to Kingston, &c.) shall work any Boat, Wherry, 
Lighter, or Craft, upon the said River Thames, for 
hire or gain, between Gravesend and Windsor, he 
Shall forfeit 10/. and for want ef payment or dis- 
charge thereof, be committed to the House of Cor- 
rection, for any time not exceeding one month nor 
less than fourteen days.—2 Geo. II. Can, 20.N 4. 

Rulers, &c. of the Watermen's Company may ap— 
point forty Watcrmeu to work on Sundays, between 

| Vauxhall 
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Vauxhall and Limehouse, for carrying Passengers 
cross the River, at one penny each ; and the Water- 
men so appointed, are to pay the money received 
every Monday morning to the Rulers, &c. and be 
only allowed for their labour, on penalty of 40s.— 
11 and 12 William III. cap. 21.4 7, 13. 

Persons refusing to pay Fares to Watermen, &c. 
and to give their Names and Residence, or giving fic- 
titious Names or Places of Abode, shall forfeit 54.— 
34 Geo, III. cap. 05.J8. 


Tu Reader has thus before him all the Statute 
Law on this important branch of River Police. But 
it is matter of much regret, that the wholesome pro- 
visions of these Laws are not more effectually put in 
operation, by those to whom their execution is in- 
trusted. S years have now elapsed since the pas- 
sing the most modern, and as it was hoped, the most 
effectual of those Laws; yet no Rules and Orders 
have yet been made in consequence of the power con- 
ferred by that Act. [Repeated attempts have indeed 
been made by the City and their Officers, so to ac- 
commodate and arrange matters, as to frame a set of 
Ordinances with the least possible violence to the 
prejudices of the parties to be controlled. But in 
matters of this nature, private feelings must give way 
to public benefits: It is believed and hoped, that ef- 
fectual measures will now soon be adopted: If not 
the Metropolis has a right to expect, that the Legis- 
lature will take up the business, and no longer “suffer 

FP 2 those 
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those Evils to exist, which have arisen from the minuter 
details of these Regulations of Justice, being dele- 
gated to subordinate Bodies, whose interests or whose 
passions may interfere with each other, to the obstruc- 
tion of Public Justice and Convenience. 


IT. RESPECTING Fish. 


It has been repeatedly remarked by successive wri- 
ters, that there is not perhaps a country in the world 
better situated to be plentifully and constantly sup- 
plied with Fish than Britain; yet it is well known, 
that in London Fish is seldom seen but at the Tables 
of the Rich; and, excepting Sprats and Herrings, 
which are caught only during a short season, none 
are tasted by the Poor, though Fresh Fish of some 
kind or other, might be sold all the year, much 
cheaper than Butchers' meat, 1f no sinister arts were 
used to prevent it. These arts, however, have been 
known chiefly in their effects; and it has, therefore, 
(as has been already noticed Chap. XI. p. 303, &c.) 
been always difficult to frame Laws, by which the 
practice of them would be prevented. By the detec- 
tion of various artifices from time to time, it was 
ſound that it had been usual for the Fisghmongers to 
contract with the Fishermen for their whole Cargoes, 
and oblige them to stop at Gravesend, instead of 
coming up to Billingsgate ; then they caused the 


Fish to be brought up to market only by Boat-loads 


at a time, the remainder ot the Cargo being shiſted 
into 
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into a Well- boat, under the care of some servant, who 
sent it up by degrees, as the Fishmonger directed. 
Thus the best Fish was dealt out in small quantities, 
and great part remained beind a month, and Sometimes 
Six <veelbs, before it was ordered up; and having then 
been so wasted as to be unwholesome, it was de- 
Stroyed to mike way for Fresh: so that perhaps not 
a twentieth part of the Fish that had been caught 
was sold, while the Poor were distressed for food. To 
Secure a continuance of this fraud, they became 
Owners of Fishing Vessels themselves, hired Fisher- 
men to go Musters, and obliged the Fishermen's Ap- 
prentices to be bound not to the Fishermen, but to 
them, as Fishmongers, though the Fishermen are a 
distinct Company. 

As to the Fish brought to market by the Fisher- 
men, the Fishmongers in conjunction employed per- 
Sons as their Buyers at the market, to take up all the 
best Fish, and then divided it among themselves by 
such lots or parcels as they thought proper; so that 
when it came into their shops, they enhanced the 
price at pleasure, and were sure not to be un- 
dersold. 

When a new Fish Market was, in the year 1749, 
attempted to be established at Westminster, (by Sta- 
tute 22 Geo. II. cap. 49.) the Trustees and the inha- 
bitants, raised a large sum of money by Subscription, 
and purchased Fishing Vessels, to be employed solely 
in supplying this New Market. Yet such was the 
inſſuence of the Fishmongers, and the Fishermen in 

their 
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their interest, over those employed in these Fishing 
Vessels, that though they were bound under Cove- 
nants, with large Penalties, they broke through them 
all, so that the market was deserted for want of a sup- 
ply, and the Subscribers ultimately lost their money. 

Manifold have been the attempts to put a stop to 

these Frauds and Monopolies : The Statutes 29 Geo. 
II. cap. 39. and 30 Geo. II. cap. 21. were passed con- 
taining such Regulations, as it was hoped would prove 
effectual. And Jurisdiction was given to the Jus- 
tices in Kent and Esser, as well as to the Mayor, Re- 
corder, and Aldermen (being Justices) of the Corpo- 
ration of Queenborough and Gravesend, to enforce 
the Penalties. 

The Fishmongers, however, still continued to keep 
the Fish wasting in their Well-boats at Gravesend, 
beyond the time limited by Law, by causing the holds 
of these Well-boats to be divided into several cells, 
with partitions between them. When a Fishing 
Vessel came in, as part of the Fish only was forwarded 
to the market directly, the remainder was put into 
one of these Cells or Receivers: another Vessel, two 
or three days after, left part of her Cargo in another 
Receiver of the same Boat, and so on till all the Re- 
ceivers were fall ; where it was kept as long as the 
Fisherman picased. When the Inspector (appointed 
by virtue of the Acts last mentioned) came to see 
whether the Fish had been ſorwarded to market as it 
ought, and found it remained beyond the time, he 


was told, chat what he saw came by after Vessels, and 
that 


* 


3 


eee 
I 4 . — « — 


„„ 
8 n & Weg 
* 7 ew 


Wat, 


AE © 


„ 


e 


3 
2 
by. 
72 
92 Y 
8 o 
1 
Ext 
* 
I 
5 
Wu” 
* 
*. 


RIVER POLICE, 439 


that the time for sending it forward was not expired ; 

which he not being able to disprove, the Fraud pas- 
sed unpunished. It had been provided by these 
Acts, that an entry should be made of the Fishing 
Vessels, as they came in, under a very considerable 
Penalty; but this was frequently eluded by prevail- 
ing upon those who had the charge of making the 
Entry, to leave the Entry to be made by some Wa- 
terman, who took the Entering Money, and made 
the Entry upon pieces of paper, which remained with 
him, before they were posted in the Entering Book, 
perhaps twenty days. If the Inspector, upon finding 
no Entry made, gave himselt no trouble, the end was 


answered; if he did and prosecuted, the Defendant 


produced the Waterman's Paper, which brought the 
Entry within time; and though this Paper might be 
forged, as the proof of the Forgery was scarcely pos- 
Sible; the end of the Fisherman was still answered, 
and he cheated the Public with impunity.* 

To remedy these Evils and some others the last 
Act of Parliament passed, and now in force, material 
to be considered, as respects the Port of London, is 
the Statute 33 Geo. II. cap. 27. of which the follow- 
ing is the substance. 

The Master of every Fishing Phd within three 
days after his arrival at the Nore with Fisb, shall re- 
port the time of his arrival to the deputed Clerk, in 
the Coast-Office at the Custom-House in London, 
under 50. Penalty, and the Clerk is to enter the Re- 


* See Noorthouck's History of London. 
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port in a Book kept for that purpose. The Master is 
also to leave a true account of all Fresh Fish which 
have been brought alive to the Nore in his Vessel, 
upon pain that the Owners of such Vessel shall for- 
feit 20/7. If any person on board such a Vessel after 
her arrival, shall destroy or cause to be destroyed, 
any Fish which shall have been brought from Sea, 
that is not unmarketable, such Offender shall be com- 
mitted to hard labour for any time not exceeding two 
months, nor less than one month. The Clerk at the 
Coast-Office is on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, 
in every week, to return to the Mayor of London, and 
to such persons as the Trustees of the Fish- Market 
at Westminster shall appoint, in the City of West- 
minster, and to the Inspector of the Fishing Vessels, 
at such place as the said Trustees shall appoint; a 
true account of the time when every such Vessel shall 
have been entered as arrived at the Nore, and also of 
the Fisb, &c. which shall have been entered; under 
the Penalty of 5/. 

None of the Fish mentioned in the Act (viz. Sal- 
mon, Salmon Trouts, Turbots, and Ling, fresh Cod, 
and half-fresch Cod, Haddock, Scate, fresh Ling, 
Lobsters, Soles, and Whitings,) shall, at any time 
after their arrival at the Nore, be put into a Well- 
boat, or Store-boat, under the Penalty of 20/. nor be 
delivered out of any Fishing Vessel (unless when 
sold by retail) but into the Vessel employed to carry 
it directly to Billingsgate or Westminster ; and no 
Vessel is to remain above one tide with the Fish, ac- 
cidents of wind and weather excepted. If any one 
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offends in the premises, he is to be committed to the 
House of Correction, for any time not exceeding two 
months, nor less than one month: and the Inspec- 
tor of the Fishing Vessels is duly to execute his Office 
under the Penalty of 20ʃl. 

By the Statute 2 Geo. III. cap. 15, made to en- 
courage the supply of the Metropolis with Fish, by 


Land- carriage, but which did not succeed to any be- 


neficial extent; No person who shall sell or be con- 
cerned in the sale of any Fresh Fish by Commission, 
is to buy or be concerned in the buying of any Fresh 
Fish to sell again, on his own account, or for the 
joint account of him and any other person, under the 
forfeiture of 50%. No person is to sell at any Fish- 
market within the Bills of Mortality, or within one 
hundred and fifty yards of such Fish-market, and 
during the market-hours, any of the Fish specified in 
the Act, before he shall have first placed up a true 
account of all the Fish which he shall then have to 
sell, distinguishing the several sorts of such Fish, 
and the quantity of every sort respectively, under 
107. Penalty; and no person is to have in his posses- 
sion, or expose to sale, any Spawn of Fish, or any 
Fish unsizeable or out of season, or any Smelt, which 
shall not be five inches from the nose to the utmost 
extent of the tail. 

By the two last stated Acts, a general Jurisdiction 
over Offences created by them, is given to all Justices 
of the Peace, within their respective Jurisdictions. 


III. ReseEcTinNG 
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III. ResetcTING CoALs. 


In the instance of this necessary of Life, we have 
another proof how inadequate the most salutary laws 
are to restrain the avaricious pursuits of mankind (not 
only in the present but former times,) in due bounds; 
without the continual interference of a superintend- 
ing Police, to give life and vigour to that which will 
otherwise soon become and remain a dead letter on 
the Statute Book, or be suffered to expire from mere 
carclessness and inattention, 

Some of the inconveniences suffered in the Coal 
Trade have been already laid before the Reader in 
Chapter III. (p. 142—146) of this Work. It will no 
doubt be additional matter of surprise, that these and 
other cvils should continue to oppress and harass the 
Community, particularly the Lower Classes, after 
such excellent Laws have been passed for their pre- 
vention ; but the regular continuance, amendment, 
and due execution of those Laws, can never be 
hoped for till a certain responsibility is imposed by the 
Legislature, on persons willing and capable to take 
on them the necessary exertions. 

Although the Laws on all the various branches of 
this Subject are intimately connected with each other; 
it may be more convenient, for the sake of reference, 
to class them under the following heads, rather than 
in Chronological Order. Several provisions are also 
contained in the Acts cited, which are not here de— 
tailed, as they do not so immediately relate to the 
Police of the River. 

FiRsT., 
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Frnsr. The Statutes to prevent unlawful Com- 
binations for enhancing the Price of Coals, as sold 
wholesale. 


SECONDLY. The Statutes respecting the Measure 
and Sale of Coals /o the Consumer : and the establish- 


ment of the Land Coal-Meters' Offices, in London, 


Westminster, and Surry. 


Tump. Suggestions as to the Relief of Coal 


Heavers. 


FirsT, Therefore, of the Statules against unlawful 
Combinations of Coal Owners and others. 


The Statute 9 Ann. cap. 28,(which is made perpe- 
tual, by Statute 1 Geo. I. Statute IT. cap. 26) is en- 
titled “ An Act to dissolve the present and prevent 
the future Combination of Coal- Owners, Lightermen, 


- Masters of Ships and others, to advance the Price of 


Coals, in prejudice of the Navigation, Trade, and 
Manufacturcs, of this kingdom ; and for the further 
encouragement of the Coal Trade.” 

The preamble of this Act recites, that © the having 
Coals at cheap and reasonable Prices, tends greatly to 
the improvement of the Manufactures and increase of 
the Trade and Navigation of this Kingdom, and to 
the reliefof the Poor; and that it was necessary, that 
the Coal Trade should be free and open.” 

It is, therefore, enacted, That every Contract, whe- 
ther in writing or not, between any Coal-Owners, 
Lightermen, Fitters, Masters, or Owners of Ships, 

Crimps, 
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Crimps, Coal Factors, or other persons whatever, 
concerned in the Coal Trade, for engrossing Coals, or 
for restraining or hindering any person from freely 
selling, buying, lading or unlading, navigating or 
disposing of Coals, shall be z//ega/, null and void: 
And that if any Coal-Owner, &c. shall be concerned 
in any such illegal Contract, directly or indirectly, 
they shall incur the following Penalties, viz. Coal- 


Owners or Proprietors of Coal-Mines, 100/.—Fit- 


ters, 50/.—Masters or Owners of Ships, and Clerks, 
Agents or Ser\ants, 200. 

To prevent Frauds and Abuses; it is also enacted, 
That every Fitter, or person selling or delivering Coals, 
shall give a certificate to the Ship-Master, on every 
voyage, stating the quantities, price, &c. of the Coals 
sold and loaded on board his Ship; which Certifi— 
cate shall, within forty-eight hours after the arrival 
of the said Ship at the Port of Landon, be registered 
at the Cocquet Office appointed by the Lord Mayor: 
or, in any other Port, at the Custom-House;] under 
Penalty, upon all parties guilty of neglect, of 10ʃ. 

By § 3 of the same Act, a Penalty of 5G/. is im- 
posed on any Lighterman, Ship-Master, Crimp, Coal- 
Factor, or other person dealing in Coals, who shall 
(by himself, his Servants or Agents) receive or take 
any Salary, Gratuity, Money | Allowance in Coals] or 
Reward whatever, from any Coal- Owner, Fitter, &c. 
for disposing of any particular sort of Coals, in prefer- 
ence Io any other sort, or tor Iading any Ship, or dispo- 
sing of any Coals from on board any Ship, before any 
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other Ship, or shall sell one sort of Coals, as and for 
another sort. 

By § 4 of the Statute 3 Geo. II. cap. 26. this Pe- 
nalty is increased to 500. which is also imposed on 
the Coal-Owner or Fitter, giving or agreeing to give 
any such Gratuity or Reward. 

By § 7 of the same Act, 9 Ann. cap. 28. reciting 
that © Several persons acting as Crimps, Husbands, 
Agents, or Factors, for Masters of Ships importing 
Coals into the Port of London, under colour of 
such their employments do often fraudulently vend 
the Coals intrusted to them by the said Ship-Masters 
as aforesaid, #9 their own Agents, Partners, Servants, 
or other persons, for their own use and benefit, and at 
rates below the Market Price, and when so sold, do 
again greatly advance the Rates thereof, to the pre- 
judice and discouragement of the said Ship-Masters, 
and great oppression and hindrance of the Manufac- 
turers, and other Consumers of Coals ;” a Penalty of 
50/. is 1mposed on all Crinps, &c. selling Couls to 
their own Agents, in trust for theinsolves. 

All the Penalties in this Act wc recoverable only in 
the Courts at Westminster. 

By the Statute 3 Geo. II. cap. 20. © Or the better 

iegulation of the Coal Trade,” it is enacted, That 
Dealers in Covls, may in ſuture use their own Ligh- 
ters, provided they are navigated by Lightermen, 
properly qualified and entitled to work on the River 
Thames: and the Lighters are to be entered with 

t) the 
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the Watermen's Company, and subject to their 
Rules. 

For the making more effectual all Agreements be- 
tween Ship-Masters, and Buyers of Coals, all bar- 


gains for Coals at Billingsgate Market, or other Place 


of Sale in the Bills of Mortality, must be entered in 
the Factor's Book, signed by the Buyer and Seller, 
and witnessed by the Factor, who shall give a copy 
of the Contract to both, under Penalty of 50/. And 
by 11 Geo. II. cap. 15. ( 6, 7) a like Penalty of 50/, 
is imposed on both Buyer and Seller reſusing to sign 
the Contract : and on the Ship Master refusing to 
produce to his Owners, when required, copics of the 
Contracts, from the Factor's Books. These Penal- 
tics are recoverable in the superior Courts, 

By $ 9 of 3 Geo. IT. c. 26, a Penalty of 1007. is im- 
posed on the Masters of Ships in the Coal Trade, 
refusing to give yearly Accounts to their Owners : or 
rcfusing to obey the Owners' directions ; © provided 
that nothing be contained in such directions, which 
shall relate to the res/rammg or enhancing the price of 
Coals in the River Thames or to Ace of turn in de- 
livering of Coals there :” By Statute 4 Geo. II. c. 30. 
a Penalty of 100/. (recoverable in the Courts at 
Westminster) is imposed on Owners giving directions 
as to keeping turn, and on all persons obeying such 
directions : and Masters of Ships are, on Penalty of 
50/. to deliver their Cocquets within four days after 
the arrival of the Ship at Gravesznd, and not let them 

remain 
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remain in the hands of any Agents on behalf of the 
Owners: a method which it appears had been used 
to oblige Coal Ships to keep turn, notwithstanding 
the Laws to the contrary. 

By the Statute 28 Geo. III. cap. 53, The before- 
mentioned Acts, 9 Ann. cap. 28. and 3 Geo. II. 
cap. 20. and the Penalties imposed thereby, on per- 
sons receiving gratuities from Coal-Owners are re- 
cited; and it is stated, that “ notwithstanding the 
said two Acts, it had for many years been usual and 
customary for the Owners of Colliers, in Northern 
Ports, to charge a higher price to Ships lading Coals 

| for the London Market, than to those lading for the 
Outports; and in consequence thereof /o make cer- 
tain allywances to the London Coal Buyers, at stated 
periods; which allowances had constituted the 
principal part of the reasonable profit of the London 
Coal Buyers ; yet that grea: numbers of actions had 
been commenced against various persons in the said 
Trade, as well Owners as Buyers, on the ground 
that such allowances were contrary to the said Acts.“ 
The Preamble goes on further to state, That the per- 
sons against whom the actions were brought did not 
introduce the practice complained of, but found it 
an ing ciislom prevalent in the Trade, when they 
embarked their fortunes in it; and that the actions so 
brought, A, the informer succeed in them, might be 
attended with the ruin of many of the persons, against 
whom such actions had been brought.” The per- 
sons against whom such actions had been brought 
| 5 are, 
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are, thereſore, indemniſied by the Act, against all 
Penalties and Forfeitures iucurred, pay ing the Infor- 
mers all their Costs of Suit. 

It might be thought invidious to make any further 
remarks on the foregoing Preamble and Enactment, 
than that they serve pretty ſully to prove the truth 
and justice of the observations, by which the present 
division of this Chapter has been introduced. The 
Acts thus indemnified against are left in full force. 

By another Section of the same Act, 28 Geo. III. 
cap. 53, it is stated, © That a certain number of 
Coal Buyers had formed themselves into a Society, 
and held private mectings at the Coal Exchange in 
London, professing to make Regulations, for the pur- 
pose of carrying on the Trade in Coals, which Regu- 
lations may have a tendency to prevent the said Trade 
from being free and open :” It is, therefore, enac- 
ted, That any number of persons united in Cove- 
nants or Partnerships, or in any way whatsoever, con- 
sisting of more than five persons for the purchasing of 
Coals for Sale, or for making Regulations with respect 
to the manner of carrying on the said Trade in Coals, 
shall be deemed ar wlavſul Combination, to advance 
the price of Coals; and every person concerned there- 
in, shall be punishable by indictment or information 
in the Court of King's Bench. 


SECONDLY. 
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SrcONDLY. The Statutes as to the Measure and Sale 
of Coals to the Consumers : 


By an ancient Statute of 7 Edward VI. cap. 7. 
© for the assize of fuel” it is enacted, That every 
Sack of Coals shall contain Four Bushels of good and 
clean Coals,” on penalty of 3s. 4d. per Sack. The 
Act then goes on, in the quaint but nervous and ex- 
pressive language of the time, to state, That“ for- 
asmuch as by the greedy appetite, and covetousness 
of divers persons, Fuel, Coals, and Wood, runneth 
many times through four or five several hands or more 
before it cometh to the hands of them, that for their 
necessity do burn or retail the same, © It is therefore, 
enacted, That no person shall buy any Coals [Wood 
or Fuel] but only such as will burn or consume the 
same; or such persons as shall sell the same again by 
retail, to such as shall burn or consume the same, for 
their own occupying, without Fraud or Covin ; or 
Wharfingers or Bargemen ; under forfeiture of tre- 
ble the value.” This Act is, however, now partly re- 
pealed and partly considered as obsolete. 

By the Statute 16 and 17 Charles II. cap. 2. for 
regulating the Measures and Price of Coals, it is 
enacted, That “ for avoiding the manifold deceits, 
exactions, and abuses, used in the Measure and 
Sale of Coals, All sorts of Sea Coals brought into 
the River Thames and sold, shall be sold by the Chal- 
(ron, containing thirty-six Bushels heaped up, and 
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according to the Bushel, scaled for that purpose at 
Guildhall in London; and so for a greater or less 
quantity; and that all other sort of Coals coming 
from Scotland and other places, commonly sold by 
Weight and not by Measure, shall be sold by Weight 
after the proportion of 112%. to the hundred of 
Avoirdupois Weight without any fallacy or deceit, 
upon pain of forfeiture of all the Coals, which shall 
be otherwise sold or exposed to Sale, by any Wood- 
monger or Retailer of Coals, and the double value 
thercof, to be recovered by any Prosecutor in any 
Court of Record, or by way of complaint made unto 
the Lord Mayor of London, and Justices of Peace 
within the City of Loudon and Liberties, or to any 
two of them, or to the several justices of the Peace, 
of the sevcral Counties and Places where such Coals 
Shall be exposcd to Sale, or any of thein. 

The Lord Mayor of Landon and Court of Alder- 
men, and the Justices of Pcace or any three or more 
of them, whereof one to be of the (5rwmn, are by the 
suid Act empowered to set the Rates and Prices of all 
such Coals as shall be sold by Retail, us they shall 
judge reasonable, allowing a competent profit to the 
Retailer, beyond the price paid by him to the Impor- 
tcr, and the ordinary charges thereupon accruing. 

The continuance of this Act was limited to three 


years: But by the Statute 2 Willian and Mary, 


Statute 2. cap. 7. reciting, that it had been found 
very useful and bencficial to this kingdom,” it was 
revived and continued for seven years; and finally, 


by 
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by 7 and 8 William III. cap. 36. § 2. it was made 
perpetual, And the provisions of the Act as to set- 
tling the Retail Price of Sea Coa's, were found so ge- 
nerally beneficial, that by Statute 17 Geo. II. c. 35, 
they were extended all over the kingdom ; authority 
being given to three Justices (one being of the Quo- 
rum) for that purpose, in their several Jurisdictions. 

By 12 Ann. Statute 2. cap. 17. § 11, The Coal 
Bushel is to be made round with an even bottom, and 
to be 194 inches from outside to outside, and to con- 
tain one Winchester Bushel, and one Quart of Wa- 
ter, according to the standard for the Winchester 
Bushel described by 13 and 14 William III. cap. 5. 
§ 28. In the Act referred to, the Winchester Bushel 
is described as 184 inches wide throughout (in the 
inside no doubt) and eight inches deep: And by 
3 Geo. II. cap. 26. § 13, it 1s directed, that this 
Bushel shall be used by all Dealers in Coals, by the 
Chaldron or lesser quantities in London and Mest— 
Minster, or within ten miles thereof, and the Sack 
shall contain /hree such Bushels; on penalty of 500. 
The Bushel to be sealed or stamped at Guildhall, 
London, or the Exchequer Office, Westminster, on 
penalty of 50%. on persons using it unstamped or di- 
minishing its size. 

By § 10 of the Act, 3 Geo. II. cap. 26. already 
quoted, reciting, That © by ancient custom in the 
Port of London, one Chaldron of Coals is allowed in 
to every score bought on board Ship, and so in pro- 
portion for a greater or less quantity, which is called 
GG 2 Ingrain; 
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Ingrain; notwithstanding which many persons deal- 
ing in Coals, do load the same from on board Ship 
bare measure, without the said Ingrain, to the great 
injury of the Consumers;“ a penalty of 100. (re- 
coverable in the superior Courts) is imposed on all 
Lightermen, and others selling any quantity of Coals, 
as and for Poo! Measure (viz. such measure as is 
usually given or allowed in the Pool or River Thames) 
and not delivering to such Purchaser, their full quan- 
tity of Coals, together with the Ingrain, as measured 
to him from on board by the Meter. 


The Sale of Coals to Consumers is most materially 
regulated by the following Acts, establishing the Lax p 
Coar-MEeTEtrs' Opricks, in London, I/estminster, and 
Surry, and at the Wharfs on the River Thames, <xithin 
those Districts : 


By the Statute 7 Geo. III. cap. 23. (continued to 
June 1st, 1812, by 38 Geo. III. c. Ivi.) © to prevent 
Frauds and Abuses in the Admeasurement of Coals, 
sold by Wharf-measure, within the City of London, 
and the Liberties thereof; and between Toxwer-Dock 
and Lime-house Hole in the County of Middlesex, 
it is enacted, That a Public Office shall be erected 
and continued within the City, in or near Thames- 
street, to be called, Tie Land Coal-Meters' Office, for 
the City of Loudon, &c. to be kept open every day 
(Sundays excepted) from five in the morning till nine 


in the evening, in the summer half-year ; and from 
SIX 
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six in the morning till six in the evening, in the 
winter. 

The ſirst Manager of the Office is named in the 
Act; and at his decease, the appointment of that 
Office is vested in the Court of Common Council. 

The said Manager and the principal Coal-Meters, 
and their Deputies and Servants, are declared to be 
subject to the control of the Court of Mayor and 
Aldermen; to be dismissed or suspended by that 
Court, on complaint or proof of any Fraud, Neglect, 
or Misbehaviour, to be heard and deteri. ined by the 
Court in a summary way. 

The Penalties, &c. under this Act, above 51. are 
recoverable only in the Courts at Westminster. All 
others by complaint to any one Justice for London 
or Middlesex; with an appeal to the Quarter Ses- 
Sions : But it is observable, that a Justice has power 
to convict, in certain instances, where a Penalty of 
101. is incurred. 

This Statute 7 Geo. III. cap. 23. is further ex- 
plained and amended by cap. 83 of the Session, 
26 Geo, III. By cap. 14 of the same Session, a 
like Office was established for twenty-one years, for 
the several Parishes lying between Putney and Jts- 
therhithe, both inclusive ; to be provided and con- 
tinued near Blackfriars Bridge, with five subordinate 
Offices, at Putney, Wandsworth, Battersea and Lam- 
beth ; and in Tooley-Sireet. 

Two Managers are appointed by this Act and sub- 


jected (with the principal Land Coal-Meters, and 
their 
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their deputies) to the control of the Surry Quarter 
Sessions. Doh 

The Statute 26 Geo. III. cap. 108. (for explaining, 
amending, and reducing into one Act of Parliament, 
several former Acts) establishes a like Office for the 
City and Liberty of Mestminster, and certain Parishes 
in Middlesex : subject to the control of the respective 
General or Quarter Sessions for the City and County : 
and the Penaltics are recoverable if above 5/. in the 


superior Courts; or else before any one Justice of 


the City or County; with an Appeal to the Middle- 
sex Quarter Scss:0ns. 


The united effect of these Acts is next to be considered, 
with the. Penalties imposed on Offences, in each Dis- 
trict ; where, as is Sometimes the case, any difference is 
made by the provisions of the respective Statutes. 


The principal! Land Coal-Meter, in each District, 
is to take an oath for the due execution of his Office; 
and to appoint a sufficient number of persons to be 
Labouring Coal Meters, one of whom shall attend at 
every Coal-W hart, Warebouse and Place of Sale, to 
measure out all such Coals, as shall be sold by Wharfe 
measure; these Labouring Coal-Meters, are also 
sworn to the execution of their duty. 

In S:rry, the principal Coal-Meter is also to ap- 
point a Deputy Coul-Meter at each of the subordinate 
Offices; and a general Penalty of 20/. is imposed 
on the priucipal Meter neglecting to appoint, and of 
5/, on the labouring Meter neglecting to attend. 
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A like Penalty was also imposed in Westminster by 
an Act now repealed. 

Upon notice given to any labouring Coal-Meter, 
or leſt at the principal Coal-Meter's Office for a la- 
bourer to attend at any Wharf or Place named in 
such notice, in order to measure the Coals of the per- 
son giving the notice, a labouring Meter shall attend 
within one hour or sooner if possible; under Penalty 
of 20s. on the Labourer neglecting to attend, and a 
like Penalty on the principal Meter neglecting to 
send. 

If the principal Coal-Meter, or any person em- 
ployed under him shall, during their continuance in 
Office, be directly or indirectly interested (otherwise 
than officially, though this saving is omitted in the 
Ilesiminster Act) in the Sale of any Coals whatso- 
ever, they shall (in Landon) be dismissed from 
their employment, and disabled from ever holding 
the same, and forfeit for every Offence 20/.: In 
II estminster or Surry, the principal Meter is to for- 
ſeit 100/. and the labouring or deputy Meter 201]. In 


Surry both Parties; in Westminslter only the labour- 


ing Meters, are to be dismissed from their Office. 
To prevent Confederacy the stations of the labour- 


ing Meters are to be frequently varied. 
All Coals sold as znd for Wharf-Measure, at any 


Wharf, Warehouse cr Places within the limits of the 


respective Acts, shall be measured in the presence of 
one labouring Coal-Meter; who is empowered to fill 
5 any 
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any Bushel, appearing deficient, out of the Seller's 
stock. | 
 Four-pence per Chaldron is to be paid by theKeeper 
of the Wharf, Warehouse, &c. from which the Coals 
are carted, or by the Seller, to the principal Coal 
Meter, to be applied by him in defraying the ex- 
pences of his Office, and hiring the labouring 
Meters ; on payment of this Metage Duty, the Seller 
or Carman, who carts away the Coals, is to receive 
a ticket (signed by the principal Meter, and counter- 
signed by the labouring Coal-Meter attending) con- 
taining the names of the Seller and Consumer, the 
quantity, the date, the metage charge, and the Car- 
man's name, with a notice to the Purchaser, that if 
he is dissatisfied with the measure, he must tell the 
Carman so, before any part of the Coals are unladen. 
This ticket the Carman is to deliver to the Consu— 
mer. A penalty of 40s. is imposed on the labouring 
Coal-Meter reſusing to deliver the ticket to the Car- 
man (on payment of the Metage Charge) and 10s. on 
the Carman altering the ticket, or refusing to deliver 
it to the Consumer, 
If any Cart, in which shall be any quantity of Coals 
exceeding seventeen Bushels, shall be sent from any 


Wharf, &c. within the said limits, without the Coals 


having been so measured, and the Ticket obtained, 

the Vender of such Coals shall (on conviction before 
one Justice) forfeit ſor every such Offence, 10. 

If any Wharſinger or Dealer in Coals shall make 
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use of any Sack, for the carrying Coals within the 
limits of the respective Acts, less than four feet in 
length and two in breadth, he shall forfeit for every 
such Offence, 5/. A penalty of 40s. is imposed on 
labouring Meters using or permitting Sacks of less 
dimensions. 

The Sacks, at the time of their being made, and 
marked, and sealed, by the proper Officer, are to be 
four feet four inches long, and two feet two inches 
wide. 

If any Wharfinger or Dealer in Coals, shall di- 
rectly or indirectly give to any labouring Coal-Meter, 
any Reward or Gratuity, besides the four-pence per 
Chaldron allowed, he shall forfeit for every such 
Offence, in London, 20l.—in Mestminster and 
Surry, 50l. 

If any labouring Meter shall deliver a false Ticket 
to any Consumer, Carmaa, or other person, with in- 
tent to defraud ; or shall receive from any Dealer in 
Coals, any Gratuity, &c. besides the four-pence per 
Chaldron ; or shall wilfully make or suffer any false 
measure of Coals, or deliver any Ticket for Coals not 
measured in his presence, he shall be rendered inca- 
pable of serving ever after in his Office: and 7he 
principal Coal-Meter(in London and Mestminster) shall 
pay a fine of 40s.—in Surry the fine is imposed in 
the first instance on the Labourer; and if not paid 
within one month is then to be paid by the principal 
Meter. 
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If any labouring Meter shall suffer any Coals, sold 
for Wharf measure (exceeding seventeen Bushels) to 
be sent from any Wharf or Warehouse within the 
limits of the respective Acts, without being duly 
measured in manner directed, and shall not give in- 
formation thereof, at the principal Land Coal-Meter's 
Office, within two days aſter the Coals shall be so sent, 
he shall forfeit 57. and be disabled. 

Any person dissatisfied with the measure of any 
Coals, may, on delivery to him of the Meter's Ticket, 
signify his desire to have the same remeasured ; on 
which the Carman is to stay with his Cart and the 
Coals (at the rate of 2s. 0d. per hour) till they are re- 
measured under penalty of 5/. on the Master of the 
Cart, and 20s, on the Carman. The Purchaser is 4 
then immediately to send notice to the Seller, that 5 
the Coals are going to be remeasured, and also to 
send notice to the Land Coal-Meters' Office, for the 
District in which the Coals are sold; on which a 
principal or labouring Meter (not being the Meter 
under whose inspection the Coals were originally 
measured) must within two hours attend to remeasure 
the Coals, and shall remeasure the same Sack by Sack 
in the presence of the Seller and Purchaser (if they at- 
tend) and also in the presence of oneprincipal or labour- 
ing Coal-Meter from the two other Districts; (whose at- 
tendance within London and Il esimiuster, is enſoreed by 
a penalty of 5/. but not in Surry;) for this attendance the 


Purchaser is to pay each Coal-Meter attending six- 
pence 
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pence per Chaldron. If the Coals prove deficient in 
Measure, the Seller shall forfeit 5/. for every Bushel 
deficient, and also, forfeit the Coals to the Poor. 
The labouring Meter under whose inspection the 
Coals were measured at the Wharf, shall also fortcit 
51. per Bushel deficient; to be recovered (if not paid 
in ſive days) of the principal Coal-Meter; and the 
Coal- Porters, 2s. 6d. per Bushel deficient, 

Drivers of Carts or other persons belonging thereto, 
taking or suffering to be taken or delivered out of 
their Cart, Coals under their care, otherwise than to 
the Owner or Purchaser, shall forfeit 40s. or on non- 
payment be committed to Gaol, for not less than one 


month nor more than three, unless the forfeiture is 
Sooner paid. 


The Author has done his utmost endeavour to state 
as accurately as possible, ll the minute variations in 
these Statutes ; but, it is surely to be wished, that 


this, as well as every System of Legislation, should be 


uniform in its operation; the uncertainty and variety 
of the Penalties, for Offences in their nature perfectly 
similar, tending only to produce conſusion and vexa- 
tion. The different periods at which these Acts are 
liable to expire, may also cause some perplexity ; 
which has in fact already taken place, in one in- 
stance.“ 


Tulnprx. 
* The Proſits to the City on the Coal (and Corn) Meters“ L. 
Places has been stated at per Ann. . . « - + +» 9000 


Groundage of Colliers, and Balliage of Coalls . . 850 


Carried over £9,855 
Here 
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TnrgpLY. Suggestions as to the Relief of Coal- 


Heavers. 


The oppressions and impositions suffered by the 
Coal-Heavers, particularly from the circumstances of 
the Undertakers being chiefly Publicans, have already 
been stated (p. 144— 146.) The Reader will no 
doubt join with the Author in regretting, that the sa- 
lutary Act of 10 Geo. III. cap. 53, made to restrain 
this very evil should have been suffered to expire ; 
having been originally enacted only for three years, 
and never since renewed. The provisions of that Act 
are here shortly stated as a guide to any who 
may hereafter be inclined to render a scrvice to that 
very laborious and industrious class of men, by calling 
the attention of the Legislature to this subject. 
No Coal-Undertaker shall take or demand ſrom 
any Coal-Heaver, any Money or other Thing as 
Commission, or as a Gratuity in procuring such Coal- 
Heavers to be employed in unlading Ships laded with 
with Coals, between London Bridge and Greenwich, 
nor under pretence of furnishing Shovels, &c. nor on 
any pretence whatsoever, on pain of forfeiting for 
every such Offence, 5/. 


Brought forward . 9, 8 50 
Here also may be noticed their Revenue from two other 
Articles already menticred. See Chap. XI. p. 331. 
Scavage and Package Duties 4, Foo 
%% — 8 


4.5350 
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« Every Coal-Undertaker, before he shall under- 
take to procure Coal-Heavers to unlade any Ship 
laden with Coals, shall take an Oath before the Lord 
Mayor, or one of the Aldermen of London, to ob- 
serve the directions of the Act, on pain of forfeiting 
for every Ship, for the discharge of which he shall 80 
undertake, 5/. 

No such Coal-Undertaker shall be a Victualler 
or directly or indirectly concerned to receive any part 
of the profits of such Trade, or in any other manner 
in the selling eatables, or spirits, or drink of any kind, 
or tobacco, on pain of being rendered incapable, and 
to forfeit 54. 

« If after conviction in any of the above Cases, 
any Coal-Undertaker, shall again undertake to pro- 
cure Coal-Heavers to unlade Coal-Ships, he shall, for 
cyery Ship he shall so undertake, forfeit 50. 

“Persons discharging Coal-Ships shall be allowed 
15.64. per Score, and so in proportion; and if any Cap- 
tain, Owner, &c. having the care of any Ship, shall 
pay to any Coal-Heaver any greater Wages than as 
aforesaid, or Gratuity in heu of Wages (except such 
price shall have been previously altered by the Lord 
Mayor and Aldermen, which they are empowered to 
do,) he shall forfeit for each Offence, 10s. 

After any Ship, &c. shall be unladed, the Mas- 
ter, &c, is to pay to the Foreman of the Gang, the 
money due for unlading, and such Foreman shall pay 


to each man his share; and if the money shall not 
be 
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be paid on demand, the Lord Mayor or one Alder- 
man (before whom the Penaltics are recoverable, and 
who are empowered to determine all Disputes, with 


an Appeal to the London Quarter Sessions) is au- 


thorised to compel payment, and order 20s. Costs.“ 


It may perhaps be thought by some, that the Au- 
thor has run rather too much at length into the 
inquiry on the whole of this subject; but the in- 
teresting nature of it, not only as it relates to the 
Police of the River, but all the Inhabitants of the Me- 
tropolis in general, will doubtless plead his excuse. 


IV. Of the Penallies and Punishments, 10. prevent 
dangers from FIRE, on board Ship, Sc. 


By F 21 of the Statute 10 Ann. cap. 17, reciting 
that “ It had become a common practice, that 
Merchant-Ships and Vessels carrying Merchandise, 


did very often stop and ride at the Moorings 


appointed and laid out for the use of her Majesty's 
Ships and Vessels, and at her Majesty's Ships and 
Hulks in Harbour, near, and adjoining, to her 
Majesty's Dock-yards, Storchouses, and Magazines, 
such Merchant or Trading Ships, or Vessels not 
being forced thereto by any necessity or want of 
Tide, by which means her Majesty's Ships, Vessels, 
and Magazines, were subjected to accidents by Fire, 
and other damages, through the carelessness of the 
persons left on board such Merchant-Ships, as well 
as to charges, by weakening and wearing the Moor- 

| ings; 
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ings; and the persons left on board such Merchant- 
Ships, by their long staying at such Moorings, had 
great opportunities of running of Goods and em- 
bezzling her Majesty's Naval Stores :” For the 
prevention thereof, it is enacted, That if any 
Merchant-Ship, or any other Ship or Vessel, not 
being a Ship of War, or belonging to the Royal 
Navy, or employed in her Majesty's service, or 
such Ships as shall come to deliver Stores into her 
Majesty's Yards, during their delivery thereof, shall 
stop or fasten to any of the Moorings, or fix them- 
selves to any of the Ships or Hulks, the Captain, 
Master, Commander, or Person, having the care 
or command of such Merchant-Ship or Vessel, 
Shall forfeit the sum of Ten Pounds for each and every 
Tide, such Merchant-Ship or Vessel shall stay at the 
said Moorings, unless it appear that such Merchant- 
Ship or Vessel was necessitated so to do, by want of 
Tide, stress of Weather, or other unavoidable acci- 
dents: The Penalty is recoverable by Action in the 
Courts at Westminster, and goes half to the In- 
former, and half to Greenwich Hospital. 

If any Commander, or other Officer of any Ship, 
(except his Majesty's Ships, ) shall, while such Ship 
shall be in the River of Thames, between London 
Bridge and Blackwall, keep any Gun shotted, or 
shall Fire, or permit to be fired any Gun, on board 
any Ship, before Sun-rising or after Sun-setting, 
such Commander or Officer, shall, for every such 

Gun 
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Gun so kept shotted, forfeit 5s. and for every Gun 
so fired, 10s. And if any Commander, or other 
Officer of any Ship, or any other person on board, 
Shall, while such Ship shall be in the River between 
London Bridge and Blackwall, heat or melt, or 
permit to be heated or melted on board such Ship, 
any Pitch, Tur, Rosin, Grease, Tallow, Oil, or 
other Combustible Matter whatsoever, the Offender 
shall forfeit 5J.—5 Geo. II. cap. 20. § 4. 

No Master, &c. of any Ship, &c. lying in the 
Thames outward-hound, shall receive on board such 
Ship, except for the King's service, more than 25/6. 
of Powder, beſore the arrival of the Ship, at, or 
below Blackwall.— And the Master of every Ship, 
&. coming into the Thames, shall put on shore all 
the Gunpowder on board such Ship, &c. cxcept 
25%; either before the arrival of the Ship at Black- 
wall, or within twenty-four hours after her coming 
to an Anchor there, if the weather shall permit, on 
pain of forfeiting, for every Offence, all the Gun- 
powder found on board above 25%; and also 2s. for 
every pound of Gunpowder above 25%.—12 Geo. 
III. cap. 61. § 24. 

For the Powers given to the Trinity-house, to 
enforce the foregoing Regulations, sce arte p. 346.— 
The Penalties under the first of these Acts, are 
recoverable and applicable as stated in that page: 
Under the latter Act, 12 Geo, III. which confirms 


the power of the Trinity-house, to appoint Scarchers 
for 
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for Gunpowder, (who need not under this Act be 
Elder Brethren,) the Penalties are given half to the 
King, and half to the Informer, and are recoverable 
before any two Justices. 

Under the Wet-Dock Act, 39 Go. III. cap. Ixix. 
the following very useful Provisions are made on this 
subject. 

All such Vessels as shall have on board any Gun- 
powder, excceding the quantity of ove Pound, 
shall, before they enter any of the Docks, Basons, 
or Cuts, land all their Gunpowder, and unlade and 
clear their Guns ; and no 'Tar, Pitch, Rosin, Hemp, 


Flax, Faggots, Furze, Turpentine, Oil, Hay, Straw, 


Tallow, Grease, Shavings of Wood, or Combustible 
Matter of any kind, shall be suffered to be, or 
remain on the Quays or Wharfs, in or near the said 
Docks, or any part thereof, or upon the Deck of 
any Ship or other Vessel in the said Docks, Basons, 
or Cuts, above the space of twelve hours, under 
Penalty, on the Owner of such Goods, &c. or the 
Commander, Master, or Mate of the Vessel, making 
default therein, not exceeding 100. nor less than 5/. 
& 102, 

For more effectually preventing Accidents by Fire 
in the said Docks and Dock Premises, no person 
Shall have or keep any Fire, Candle, or Lamp, 
lighted within any of the said Docks, Basons, Cuts, 
and the Quays, Wharfs, Warehouses, and Works, 
belonging thereto, at any time whatsoever, (except 
only necessary Lamps by the sides of Ways without 

Hu the 
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the Dock Walls, and such Fires, or lighted Candles, 
or Lamps, as shall be necessary to be used in the 
Making, Building, Finishing, Repairing, Altering, 
or Improving of the Docks, Basons, Cuts, Quays, 
Wharts, Warehouses, and other Works, or any of 
them,) under forfeiture for every Offence, not ex- 
ceeding 10. nor less than 5/7, § 103. 


V. Penalties imcurrable under the Wkr- Dock Ac, 
39 Geo. III. cap. Ixix. not hitherto noticed. 
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1 
wn These may be classed under the following heads, 
5 bY for the more easy reference to them. 
We 4 FissT. The Mooring of Vessels; paying Duties, 
3 0 4 
. | &c. and the Powers of the Harbour-Masters and 


Dock- Masters, 


:13 
g N SzcoxpLy. The impeding the Navigation of the 
„ | Canal, Docks, &c. 3 
"BK | Tump. Injarics to the Dock, Works, Build- ol 
(IR ings, &c. by mallce or carelessness. 4 ö 
at _ Firsr. After the Canal, Docks, -&c. shall be 0 ä 
| far completed as to acinit Ships, no Vessel shall lie + 
at either of the Mooring Tiers in the River Thames, 4 | 
. immediately above or below the entrances into the | 
N Canal, Docks, Basons, or Cuts, but those only $ 
* which are intended to go into, or within twelve ; 
ich ' hours shall have come out of the said Canal; and I 
4 | every Master, Pilot, and Person, having the charge 


of any Vesscl lying at the said Tiers, shall remove 
therefrom 
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therefrom such Vessel whenever required by the 
Harbour- Masters, or Dock- Masters, or their Assist- 
ants, by an order in writing, left on board the 
Vessel, within twelve hours after cach notice, under 
the penalty of a sum not exceeding 10/. nor less than 
5J. for every twenty four hours such ship shall 
remain after the time limited by such notice. & 94. 

No Vessel shall land or ship her Cargo, or any 
part thereof, by the sides, or upon, or along the 
Banks of any of the said Docks, Basons, or Cuts, 
except at such Quays, Wharfs, and Landing-places, 
as shall be made and assigned for the purpose, on 
pain of forfeiting for every Offence not exceeding 
100“. as also, all such Goods so landed or shipped, 
as shall be liable to the payment of Customs, &c. 
which Goods may be seized accordingly, by any 
Custom-house or Excise Officer. & 98. 

On any dispute respecting the Tonnage of any 
Vessel liable to pay the Dock Duties, the Collector, 
&c. may stop the Ship, and Measure and Gauge 
the same: And if any Ship-Master or other person 
Shall obstruct or hinder the Collector, &c. from 
Weighing, Measuring, or Gauging such Ship or 
Vessel, he shall forfeit not exceeding 10/. above the 
said Rates. § 143. 

No Collector of the Customs in the Port of 
London, shall, on any pretence whatever, permit 
any Vessel, liable to pay the Dock Duties, to be 
entered inwards from Foreign parts, or Coastwise, 


or to be cleared outwards, until the Master, &c. 
1 2 shall 


468 TREATISE ON 


Shall have paid the said Dock Duties, and produced 
to the said Collector a certificate of payment of the 
Dock Duties inwards, under the hand of the person 
appointed to collect the said Duties: on clearing 
outwards the payment of the Dock Duties is to be 
ascertained by the signature of the Receiver to the 
Manifest, Cocket, Sufferance, or other Document, 
which must necessarily be produced to the Collector 
of the Customs at the time of clearing out; which 
Certiticates and Signatures, the Receivers of the 
Dock Duties are required to sign, and give without 
Fee or Reward, under forfeiture of 20. to be re- 
covered with the Costs of Suit, in any Court of 
Record. $ 144. 

If any Harbour-Master, Dock-Master, Lock- 
Keeper, Wharfinger, or other Officer, shall give 
undue preference to, or in any manner unnecessarily 
retard or obstruct any Vessel passing into or out of 
the said Port or Docks, or from one station to 
another therein, or through any Lock or Flood-Gate 
upon the said Canal, or any of the said intended 
Basons, Cuts, or other Works, or in Lading or 
Unlading any Goods, at any of the W harts, Cranes, 
&c. he shall forfeit not exceeding 104. § 93. 

No Vessel of any description whatsoever, shall 
lie across in, or in any wise unnecessarily obstruct, 
any of the Entrances, Passages, or Outlets of the 
said Port or Canal, Docks, Basons, or Cuts, or be 
permitted to strike or run upon any of the Locks, 
Flood-Gates, or Bridges thereof: And if any 

Vessel, 
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Vessel, Navigating, Lading or Unlading upon the 
River Thames, within the Port, or upon the Canal, 
or any of the Docks or Works, shall be placed or 
suffered to remain, so as unnecessarily to obstruct 
the Navigation thereof, the Master, &c. shall im- 
mediately upon request made remove the same, 
under a Penalty not exceeding 10. and also, not 
exceeding 51. for every hour of such obstruction 
after such requisition: And the Harbour-Master, 
Dock-Master, or other proper Officer, is empowered 
to cause any such Vessel, to be removed in such 
manner, and to such places as shall be proper ſor 
preventing such obstruction, or to be Unladen, if 
necessary, and to seize or distrain such Vessel, and 
the Lading or any part thereof, until the charges 
occasioned by such removal be paid. & 97. 

All Laden Vessels going into any of the said 
Docks, Basons, or Cuts, shall Unlade and Discharge 
their Cargoes as soon as conveniently may be after 
entering therein; and shall then, without loss of 
time, be removed into such part of the said Docks 
as shall be set apart for Light Vessels: And the 
Dock-Masters are authorised to order and cause to 
be removed all such Light Ships, or Vessels, as are 
unfit for service, or not intended to be laden or 
fitted out for the Mess- Indies; and in order that the 
Dock-Masters may have knowledge of Ships so 
circumstanced, the Master or Owner of every Ship, 
shall, within six weeks after She shall have entered 
any of the said Docks, give notice to the Directors, 

that 
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that such Ship is unfit for service, or is not intended 
to be laden or fitted out for the Y/est-Tndies, as the 
case may be, or on failure therein, shall forfeit not 
exceeding 20/, Any Master, Owner, or Person, 
having the charge of any Vessel, who shall refuse 
or neglect to remove the same, within forty-eight 
hours after notice in writing, shall forfeit not exceed- 
ing 10/. nor less than 5/. and the Dock-Masters or 
their Assistants, may remove such Vessel out of the 
Docks, &c. and moor the same in such part of the 
River Thames, within low-water-mark, as shall be 
directed by the Harbour-Master, or in any other of 
the said Nocks and Bazons: And upon demand of 
payment by such Dock-Masters, from the Owner, 
Master, or Agent, of any &gch Vessel, of the 
charges of Removing and Mooring the same, (such 
charges being first allowed by the Directors,) and 
upon neglect or reſusal of payment of such Charges, 
immecliately the same shall be recoverable by Distress 
and Sale of the Ship, her Tackle, Apparel, or Fur- 
niture, or any part thereof. $ 101. 


SECONDLY. As lo impeding the Navigation of the 
Canal, Sc. 


Before any Vessel shall. enter or pass into the said 
Cabal, Docks, Basons, or Cuts, she shall have her 
Sails lowered, so that she may not enter into, or 
Navigate in any of the said Works under Sail; 


inder penalty on the Master, Commander, Pilot, 
or 
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or person having the care of the Ship, not —_— 
10/. nor less than 5/. & 95. 

If any Draw-bridge or Swivel-bridge, shall be 
laid across the said Canal, or any Cut, &c. every 
person opening such Bridge, shall, as soon as may 
be, shut and fasten the same; and no person shall 
wilfully open any such Bridge when no Vessel is to 
pass the same, so as to interrupt a free passage for 
Travellers, Cattle, or Carriages, under a penalty not 
exceeding 40s. and if any such Bridge shall be left 
open longer than necessary for the passage of any 
Vessel, through the negligence or carelessness of 
any person belonging to such Vessel, then the 
Master, or Owner, shall forfeit for every such 
offence, not exceeding 5. but in case the same shall 
happen by the neglect or default of any Officer or 
Servant of the City, or of the Dock Company, 
such Officer or Servant shall forfeit not exceeding 


40s. § 90. 


If any person shall float, or place any Timber 
upon the said Canal, Docks, Basons, Cuts, or 


Wharfs, otherwise than as allowed by the City, or 


the Dock Company respectively, and on payment of 
such Rates as may be agreed upon, or shall suffer 
the lading of any Vesscl, navigating in any of the 
said Works, to be over the side thereof, and hall 
not immediately, when required, remove such ob- 
Struction ; or if any person shall wantonly, care- 
lessly, or negligently open, any Lock-Gate Paddles, 
belonging to any Lock, to be erected on the said 

Works, 
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Works, or wantonly and mischievously, flush, or 
draw off, water from the said Canal, Docks, &c. or 
shall suffer any Vessel, to strike or run upon any of 
the Bridges or Locks thereof, every person so offend- 
ing, shall forfeit not exceeding 51. § 97. 
If any Owner, Master, Seaman, or Servant, be- 
longing to any Vessel, or any person whosoever, 
shall throw, or put any Ballast, Earth, Ashes, 
Stones, &c. into, or upon any of the Works, to 
the prejudice thereof, or into the River Thames, or 
in any place between London-bridge and the Mouth 
of the River Lea, or do any other annoyance to the 
Same respectively, or any part thereof, on complaint 
upon Oath, by any Harbour-Master, &c. or other 
person, the same shall be examined into by any one 
Justice for the County, or place wherein such 
offence shall be committed, who may fine the 
Offender not exceeding 10/. for each offence; and 
in case of non-payment, levy the same with Costs, 
by Distress of the Offender's Goods, or of the 
Tackle, Apparel, or Furniture, of such Vessel; 
and in default of sufficient Distress, may commit 
such Offender to the House of Correction, for any 
time not exceeding thirty days, unless such penalty 
shall be sooner paid. 8 99. 
No Owner or Occupier of any Mill, or other 
Works, near the Canal, Docks, Basons, or Cuts, 
or his Servants, shall at any time aſter the com- 
pletiug of the said Canal, &c. use, or draw down 
the water from them, or the slips or trenches com- 
municating 
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municating therewith, without the licence of the 
City or the Dock Company, and making such com- 
pensation as may be mutually agreed upon: The 
City and Company are empowered, to cut off such 
communications of Water on every such Trespass; 
and every person trespassing, shall, for every such 
offence, forfeit not exceeding 501. F 100. 


TumnbLx. Respecting Injuries to the Docks and 
orb. 


The Corporation of London are authorised aud 
empowered to bring Actions, and to prefer Bills of 
Indictment against any persons who shall Cut, 
Damage, or Injure, any of the Works to be erected 
or repaired by the City; or who shall injure or 
destroy the same whilst doing, or impede the doing 
thereof, or shall steal, or purloin any Stores, Lead, 
Iron, Wood, Bricks, or other Materials, or any of 
the Machines, Engines, or Utensils, used therein; 
or who shall wilfully do or suffer, or consent to any 
thing whereby damage may accrue to the Houses, 
Erections, and Buildings to be purchased, or to be 
made or erected by virtue of this Act. & 30. 

Any person who shall wilfully and maliciously set 
on fire any of the Works, or any Vessel in the said 
Canal, or in any of the Docks, Basons, Cuts, or 
other Works, shall be judged guilty ef Felony, 
without Benefit of Clergy; and whoever shall wil- 
fully, or maliciously, break down, demolish, cut, 
or destroy any of the Works, or any Ship or Vessel 
lying in the said Canal, or in any of the said Docks, 

or 
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or Works, shall be punished by Fine, Imprisonment, 

or Transportation, at the discretion of the Judge be- 

fore whom such Offender shall be convicted. & 104. 
Any person who shall wilfully or maliciously cut, 


break, or in any manner destroy, any Rope, &c. by 
which any Vessel lying in the said Canal, Docks, 


Basons, or Cuts, or in any place in the River Thames, 
between London Bridge and the mouth of the River 
Lea, shall be moored or fastened, shall forfeit not ex- 
ceeding 10/.: But this shall not restrain the Harbour- 


Masters and Dock-Masters, or their Assistants, from 


exercising any of their Powers or Authorities in a 
due and reasonable manner. § 105. 

If any person shall steal, damage, break, demolish, 
or throw down any Lamp, Lamp- Iron or Post, set 
up near unto and about the said Canal, Docks, Ba- 
sons, or Cuts respectively, or about any Buildings 
ereeted on or near the said Canal, &c. or shall wil- 
fully extinguish the Lights in the Lamps, or damage 
the Iron or other Furniture thereof, any person who 
may sec such Offence committed, or any other per- 
son may arrest the Offender without Warrant, to 
convey him into the custody of a Peace-Officer, in 
order to be taken before any Justice of Peace, for the 
place where the Offence shall be committed, who 
may convict the Offender, and punish him by a 
penalty not exceeding 40s. for cach Lamp, Lamp- 
Iron, &c. so damaged, or for every Light extin- 


guished ; and the Offender shall also make satisfac- 


tion to the Parties injured, for the damage so done, 
or be imprisoned not exceeding thirty days, & 106. 
The 
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The Master or Owner of any Vessel, or of any 
Raft or Float of Timber, is made answerable for da- 
mage or mischief, done by such Vessel, Raft, or 
Float, or any of the Watermen belonging to the same, 
to the Canal, Docks, or Works; or to any of the 
Sluices, &c. or by lading or unlading any Vessel; 
and for any Trespass or Damage done to the Owners 
or Occupiers of any Buildings, Wears, or Lands, ad- 
joining the said Canal, &c. by leaving open Gates or 
otherwise, or by any other Trespass whatsoever ; 
such Damages to be recovered of the Owner, &c. in 
any Court of Record, with full Costs of Suit; and 
the Servants shall be liable to repay such Damages, 
&c. to their Master or Employer. & 107. 

Penalties under this Act (except where otherwise 
specifically directed) are recoverable before one Justice 
of Peace, and may be mitigated to one half. An Ap- 
peal is given to the Quarter Sessions. Penalties may 
be levied by Distress and Sale, and on default of 
sufficient Distress, the Offender may be imprisoned 
six months. 


Thus we sce from the multitude of new Offences, 
which have been recently created, how necessary it 
will be to have a vigilant Police to carry these Laws 
into effect, without which (as has been heretofore the 
case) many excellent provisions would become a Dead 
Leller, and Abuses would multiply in proportion as 
Trade, Commerce, and Improvements, are extended. 
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VI. Of the Slalules, regulaling the Navigation of the 


Thames, Wxs'rwarD of London, 


The first Statute applicable to this part of the sub- 
Ject, appears to have been passed in the year 1605, 
(3 Jac. I. cap. 20,) and which was entitled “ An 
Act for clearing the Passage by Water from London 


to and beyond the City of Oxford.” In the preamble. 


to this Statute it is stated, That the River Thames 
was then navigable from London till within a few 
miles of Oxford, and that by removing some few ob- 
structions, it might be made navigable not only to 
Oxford, but to certain parts of that County, and the 


Counties of Berkshire, Hltshire, and Gloucestershire, 


* which would redound to the great commodity, 
ease, benefit, and enrichment of the said Counties,” 
* and be a great help to the bettering the High- 


ways,“ by decreasing the Travelling thereon. Eigh- 


teen Commissioners were, therefore, appointed, viz. 
One for the University, One for the City, and Four 
for the County of Oxford, and Four for each of the 
three other Counties, to manage the Navigation, and 
lay an Assessment on all such Inhabitants of the said 
Counties, as should receive benefit thereby. 

This Act being found insufficient was repealed 
(A. D. 1623) by the Act 21 Jac. I. cap. 32, by 
which other provisions were enacted for attaining the 


zame purposes. 
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This Act is entitled © An Act for making the 
River Thames navigable for Barges, Boats, and 
Lighters, from the Village of Bercot in the County 
of Oxon, unto the University and City of Oxon.”'— 
It recites, That the effecting this Navigation would 
be very convenient for conveying the stone from 
Bullington Quarry to London, for supplying Oxford 
with Coals and Fuel, and for preserving the High- 
ways; Eight Commissioners are, therefore, ap- 
pointed to conduct this part of the Navigation, and 
to raise the sum necessary for a Tax on the City and 
University of Oxford; A special provision is in- 
serted in the Act, that the course and channel of the 
Thames shall not be diverted, and Licence is given 
to Bargemen, &c. as the passage from Bercot to Ox- 
ford is against the stream, to hale their Barges by 
Winches, Ropes, and Engines, worked by men and 
horses on the banks of the River. 

The powers of the Commissioners under this Act 
are by & 22 of 28 Geo. III. cap. 51. transferred to 
1 the Commissioners for the Navigation of the Thames 
3 and 1s:s appointed under 11 Geo. III. cap. 45. stated 

{ at length in the subsequent pages. 

In the year 1695, an Act was passed (6 and 7 Wil- 
liam III. cap. 16,) „to prevent exactions of the 
Occupiers of Locks, and Wears upon the River of 
Thames, Westward, and for ascertaining the Rates 
of Water-carriage upon the said River.“ The pre- 
amble to this Act recites, “ That the Rivers of 
Thames and Isis, had time out of mind been naviga- 
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ble from London to Bercot in Oxfordshire, and from 
thencefor some years past, somewhat further than Lech- 
jade in Gloucestershire, and that for the convenience 
of the Navigation, there had been several Locks, 
Flood-Gates, &c. on the said Rivers, the Tenants 
and Occupicrs of which, were entitled to take a 
reasonable price for all Vessels using the same, for 
their assistance in their passage; but that of late 
years they had raised their prices so high, that the 
price of Water- carriage had also been much raised, 
and that several abuses had been committed by the 
Bargemen on the Rivers :” 

The Justices of Peace of the Counties of 7/:s, 
Gloucester, Oxford, Berks, and Bucks, were, by the Act, 
appointed Commissioners, to make orders for ascer- 
taining the prices to be paid by Boats for the use of 
the Locks; and for regulating the Navigation. A 
reservation was made, in favour of the powers of the 
Commissioners under the preceding Act, 21 Jac. I. 
cap. 32, and of the Jurisdiction of the City of London 
and other Corporations. | 

This Act, which was passed for nine years, was 
revived and amended by the Statute 3 Geo. II. c. 11. 
and further continued by & 1 of 22 Geo, II. c. 46: 
But at length was repealed by the Act next men— 
tioned, 

'The Statute 24 Geo. II. cap. 8, was passed in the 
year 1751, © for the better carrying on and regula- 
ting the Navigation of the Rivers Thames and [5:s, 
from London, Westward, to Cricklade in Wiltshire ;” 


by 
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by this Act all persons rated to the Land-Tax, for 
100/. a year in the Counties of Middlesex, Surry, 
Berks, Bucks, Oxford, Gloucester, and Wilts, with the 
Vice Chancellor and Heads of Colleges, in Oxford, 
and the Mayors of Corporation and Borough-towns 
lying on the said Rivers, were made Commissioners 
for carrying the Act into execution; and divers 
powers were conſerred on them ſor that purpose; 
but almost all of which were virtually annulled or 
suspended by a subsequent Act in the year 1771. 
One provision in this Act appears, however, to be 
still in ſorce, and to which it may be doing the 
Public service, to draw the attention of Magistrates. 
Any Bargeman, Boatman, or other person, being 
part of the Crew of any Barge, &c. stealing, selling, 
consuming, adultcrating, or embezzling any Cyder, 
&c. Coals, Wheat, or other Goods, part of the 
Freight of such Barge, &c. shall forfeit 40s. And 
in default of immediate payment thereof be com- 
mitted to the House of Correction, not exceeding two 
months, by any one Justice, for the County wherein, 
or adjoining to the place where the Offence is com- 


— v9 


mitted, 24 Geo, II. cap. S. Y 15. 


The subsequent Acts are to be considered under 
the two following Heads: 


First, As they respect the Jurisdiction, West of 
the City Boundary at Staines'-Bridge. 
Secondly, As they respect the Conservatorial Ju- 
risdiction of the City of London. 
5 Fins t: 
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Finsr : In the year 1771, an Act was passed 
11 Geo. III. cap. 45, under which (as explained by 
the Statutes 15 Geo. III. cap. 11.; 28 Geo. III. 
cap. 51; and 35 Geo. III. cap. 106.) the Navigation 
Westward of the. City Boundary, ncar Staines'- 
Bridge, is now regulated. 

By this Act, 11 Geo. III. cap. 45. the Navigation 
of the Rivers Thames and is, from London to Crick- 
lade in Wiltshire, was divided into six Districts, viz: 


Ist. District between London and the City-stone 
above Stames-Bridge. | 

2d. District between the Ciiy-Store and Boul- 
ter's Lock. 

3d. District between Boulter's Lock and Maple- 
Durham. | 

Ath. District between Maple-Durham and Shit- 
ling ford. 

5th. District between $hil/mgford and Orford. 

6th. District between Oxford and Cricklade. 


In this Statute there was a saving of the Jurisdic- 
tion of the City of London: and the Commissioners 
under the Act were prohibited from crecting Wears, 
Toll-Gates, &c. within the City Jurisdiction. And 
as the management of the first of the above Districts 
is now vested wholly in the Corporation of London, 
by the Statutes 14 Geo. III. cap. 91, and 17 Geo. III. 
cap. 18, the detail of the provisions of those Acts, 


and of the penalties imposed by them, shall imme- 
diately 
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diately follow that of the Act 11 Geo. III. cap. 45, 
and its explanatory Acts; of which the following are 
the most interesting particulars. | 

The Act 11 Geo. III. cap. 45. sets out with recit- 
ing, that che Commissioners under the former Act, 
24 Geo. II. cap. 8. for want of proper powers, had 
not been able to prevent frequent abuses and exac- 
tions by the Owners of Towing-paths, Locks, Flood- 
Gates, &c. and by the Barge-Masters and their Ser- 
vants ; by reason of which, the price of Water-car- 
riage was much raised, and the Navigation greatly 
damaged ;—And that the expence necessary to make 
Turnpikes, Embankments, Towing-paths, and Bridges, 
over small Streams, emptying themselves into the 
Rivers, in order to complete the Navigation would 
amount to a large sum of money: 

For completing the Navigation, and preventing 
Abuses in future, Commissioners were appointed— 
who now (by 35 Geo. III. cap. 106.) must consist of 
the following description of persons, viz : 

The members of Parliament for the Counties of 
Willis, Gloucester, Oxford, Berks, and Bucks, and all 
Cities and Towns therein ; for the University of 
Oxford, for the Counties of Middlesex and Surry, and 
for London, Mestminster, and Southwark :;—The Lord 
Mayor and Aldermen of London ;—The Vice Chan- 
cellor, and Heads of the Colleges of Oxſord; — Dean 
and Canons of Christ-Church, and of Windsor ;—Pro- 
vost and Fellows of Eton :—The Rectors and Incum- 
bents of the Parishes bordering on the Thames and 

I 1 Lis, 
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Lis, on both sides, from Staines to Cricklade ;,—The © 


Mayors and Recorders of Oxford, Abingdon, Walling- 
ford, Reading, Henley, Maidenhead and Windsor ;— 
The senior Bridge- Warden of Great Marlow ;—The 
Clerk of the Board of Works at Windsor Castle ;— 
Every person seized in his own right, or in right of his 
Wife, of Freehold or Copyhold Lands, &c. of 100ʃ. 
a year, in the five Counties above- named, or being 
Heir apparent to 200/. a year ;—Every person, re- 
Siding in either of the said Counties, having, or 
being Heir apparent to, Freehold and Copyhold 
Land, elsewhere in Great Britain to that amount, or 
posscsscd of a personal Estate of 3000/,—or finally, 
being a Holder of Loans on the Navigation, to the 
amount of 5004. Acting without being qualified, in- 
curs a penalty of 2007, 

The Commissioners are by 11 Geo. III. cap. 45, 
enabled to borrow 50,000/. and by 28 Geo. III. 
cap. 51. 25,000/. more; by this latter Act, and 
35 Geo. III. cap. 106, the mode of procceding at the 
meetings of the Commissioners, and the exercise of 
their powers, as relatcs to the management of these 
Funds, are regulated and ascertained; the Tolls and 
Works are vested in the Commissioners, and they are 
enabled to bring and defend Actions, in the name of 
their Treasurer, or General Clerk; and to make Bye- 
laws, with Penalties not excecding 10/. to enforce 
their regulations, in the several particulars, within 
their Jurisdiction. 


Under the several Acts already quoted, the Com- 


missioners 
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missioners are enabled to purchase Houses or Lands, 
for making Towing-paths, Banks, Roads, Bridges, 
Ferries, &c. to purchase and make Wharfs, Locks, 
Flood-Gates, &c. to make pound Locks, or Turn- 
pikes, to settle the Rates to be taken from all Barges, 
for the use of the Towing- paths, &c. either by men 
or horses, or for passing through, or using pound 
Locks, Wears, Ferrics, &c. to distrain for Tolls, and 
to let them; to make Orders and Regulations as to 
the size and draught of Barges ; to settle proper 
gages in the sides thereof, and how deep they shall 
ade, so as not to draw more than their proper depth 
of water, not exceeding three feet ten inches in any 
case; as also to make all other necessary Rates, 
Rules, and Regulations, concerning the Navigation, 
the use of the Towing-Paths, the management of 
Flood Gates, the opening and shutting thereof, and 
the making satisfaction to Millers and Land-Owners, 
&c. for damages occasioned by their neglect, and as 
to the behaviour of Bargemen, &. so as to remedy 
all Abuses whatever, committed in the Navigation; 
but not to divert the course of the River. 

The price of Lockage is not to exceed four-pence 
per 'Ton per Lock, and is to be fixed up at each Lock: 
as the price of towing is to be, at the beginning and 
end of cach Fare, The Commissioners are em- 
powered to oblige persons to keep their Locks, 
Wears, Ditches, and Drains, in repair ; and, on non- 
compliance, the Commissioners may repair the same, 
and mw the expence by Distress and Sale on the 
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Owner. They are to fix Water- marks on each 
Lock or Wear, below or above which, no Owner 
thereof shall let the Water fall or rise, unless for the 
purpose of repairing of the Locks or Mills, or ſor 
fishing at proper seasons: A Penalty of 504, is im- 
posed on all persons acting contrary to the above 
directions, by & 9 of 11 Geo. III. cap. 45. 
By F 4 of 15 Geo. III. cap. 12. a Penalty of 101. is 
imposed on the Tenants or persons intrusted with the 
opening and shutting of old Locks, Flood-gates, &c, 
who shall neglect to open the same, whenever the 
Water is above the High-water Mark, and to keep 
them open, until the Water is sunk below such 
Mark. | 
For the purpose of fixing these Water-marks, and 
keeping the Locks in repair, the Commissioners are 
authorised and directed to take views, and receive in- 
formation on Oath, from time to time : And a Pe- 
nalty not excecding 50/, nor less than 107. is im- 
posed on Occupiers or Owners of Locks, &c. remoy- 
ing the Water-marks sct by the Commissioners, 
11 Geo. III. cap. 45. § 20. 
On complaint that the Water runs over the Wa- 


ter-mark, and that Meadows are in danger of being 


overflowed, two Commissioners may order the Oc- 


cupiers, &c. of Locks, to open the same; and ascer- 


tain the satisfaction due for the damage occasioned by, 
overflowing ; and the Tenants or Occupiers of such 


Locks, &c. not paying such compensation within, 


three days, Shall hr A above the sum 
ordered to b 06447? 11 G2. ap. 45, 8 21. 
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The Commissioners are directed to keep up a pro- 
per head of Water, for working Mills, &c. adjoining 
to Locks, &c. and in case of deficiency, in so doing, 
or in repairing the Locks, &c. the Owner may apply 
to two Justices, to view the Locks, &c. out of repair, 
who shall certify what repairs are necessary, to the 
Commissioners ; and on their not repairing, the 
Owner may repair, and recoyer the amount from the 
Commissioners, or receive the Tolls at the Lock, till 
he is reimburscd. 11 Geo, III. cap. 45.4 11. 

The Commissioners are empowered from time to 
time, to fix the Rates of Carriage of all Goods, in 
Barges, and the Fares for the use of Horses, from one 
place to another on the said Rivers; such Rates to 
be stuck up at the Locks, and at Market-places, 
Church-doors, &c. and published in the Newspapers: 
a Penalty of 20. is imposed on Proprietors of Barges, 
taking more than their Fares so fixed, after twenty 
days from the publication thereof; and 507. on any 
person acting contrary to any Rules or Orders, made 
by the Commissioners. 11 Geo. III. cap. 45. F 14. 

Great Nuisances and Damages having happened 
on the said Navigation, to light-laden Vessels, by 
Timber and deep-laden Vessels, lying across or 
aground in the Rivers, and by Stones, Dung, and 
other Nuisances, lying on the Towing-paths, and 
obstructing the passage of such light-laden Vessels, 
any one Commissioner, on his own view, or on com- 
plaint may (by warrant under his hand and seal) order 


the Proprietor of such Timber, &c. and the Owners 
and 
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and Navigators of such deep-laden Barges, to re- 
move such Obstructions, by carrying away the Tim- 
ber, &c. or lightening the Vessels, so as to suffer the 
light-laden Vessels to pass; and on non-compliance, 
may levy on the Offender's Goods, or on the Tackle 
of the Barge, such Penalty, not exceeding 101. nor 
less than 40s. as he shall think adequate to the Da- 
mage suffered by the Owner of such light- laden Ves- 
sel. 11 Geo. III. cap. 45. 22. 

No person whatever shall anchor or moor, or lie 
within any Barge, Boat, or Vessel, in any part of 
Taplow Mill Stream, between the Lock in the said 
Stream, and Clemash Meadows, under Penalty of 5/, 
on the Owner or person having the conduct of such 
Barge. 14 Geo. III. cap. 91. F 20. 

All Wharfingers on the Banks of the Rivers, are 
directed to keep regular Entries of all Goods brought 
to their Wharfs for Carriage, and to give Receipts 
for the same if required; and every Bargemaster is 
to lade and forward the same, according to priority 


of Entry in the Wharfinger's Book, without any un- 


due preference, except in case of Goods of a perish- 
able nature; under Penaltics not exceeding 54. nor 
less than 20s. 11 Geo. III. cap. 45. & 25, 27. 
Barge-Masters and Owners of Vessels, are made 
liable, in Actions of Trespass, &c. for any Damage or 
Mischief done or committed by their Vessel, or by 
the Crew, either to the Goods laden on board such 
Vessel; or to the Property of Persons in or on the 


Banks of the River. 11 Geo. III. cap. 45. § 38. 
Barges 
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Barges laden with Manure are exempted from 
Tolls; and a Penalty not exceeding 100. is imposed 
on persons claiming any exemption not being en- 
titled thereto. 28 Geo. III. cap. 51: 9, 10. 

By $11 of the same Act, (28 Geo. III.) persons pas- 
sing, or attempting to pass, any Locks without paying 
Tolls, shall forfeit 10“. over and above the Tolls; and 
may be apprehended and taken before a Justice, who 
may levy the Penalties by Distress on the Tackle of the 
Vessel, or commit the Offender to the House of Cor- 
rection for three months. 

By § 13 of that Act, every Vessel laden with 
Goods, is to have full /zvo inches of clear board in the 
Shallowest part of her Gunzwale, above the surface of 
the Tater; under Penalty of 20/. on the Owner or 
Person navigating the Barge. 

By § 15 of that Act, every Barge drawing more 
than three feet ten inches Water, or more than shall 
be from time to time allowed by the Commissioners, 
or not having two inches elear board, in the shal- 
lowest part of her Gunwale, above the surface of the 
Water, shall pay douvle Tolls, and may be removed 
out of the navigable Channel, until lightened and re- 
duced to its proper draft of Water. 

The thirty- second Section of the Act, 35 Geo. III. 
cap. 106. deserves particular attention. It recites, 
That „the Navigation of the Rivers Thames and 
Jois, had long been a very useful Channel of Convey- 
ance for cumbrous aud heavy Goods, between seve- 


ral inland Counties; that the Commerce of the said 
River 
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River had of late increased, and was still increasing, 
by means of Several Canals which communicate with the 
Rivers Thames and Isis, between Cricklade and the 
Port of London, so that it is become essentially neces- 
sary for these purposes, and to accommodate the ge- 
neral Commerce of the Kingdom, that the Naviga- 
tion of the said Rivers should be rendered safe, easy, 
certain, at as little expence as possible; and that the 
several persons interested by residence or mercantile 
Undertakings, as well as the Public at large, should 
be thoroughly informed, from time to time, of the 
measures taken, and the sums expended, for the 
preservation and improvement of the said Navi- 
gation:“ 
The Commissioners are therefore required to make 
out, annually,an account up to the 31st of December, 
of all Money borrowed, and Tolls received, and of 
all Payments and Disbursements made, respecting the 
said Navigation, to be signed by seven Commission- 
ers, and the General Clerk, and laid before both 
Houses of Parliament, between the Ist and 10th of 
February each year, or within ten days of the next 
Sitting after those days: A Copy of the Accounts 
is also be inserted in the Oxford and Reading News- 
papers, and presented to the Epiphany Quarter Ses- 
sions for the Counties of Oxford, Berks, and Bucks, 
By § 23 and 24 of 28 Geo. III. cap. 51, All 
Penalties and Forfeitures under that, or any of the 
preceding Acts, or inflicted by the Commissioners, 
may be recovered in a summary way, before one 
Justice 


4 9 * N P oY "= ＋ ö 
eee * 
of 122 nd or 


* ! 
* 
* 
8 
2 
N 
þ { 


RIVER POLICE. 489 


Justice for the County where the Offence is com- 


mitted, or before any three Commissioners at a 
District Meeting; and be levied by Distress and 
Sale; with an appeal to the General Meetings, or 
to the Quarter Sessions. 

By F 35 of the Act 35 Geo. III. cap. 106, Juris- 
diction is given to the Justices of the Peace, residing 
and acting for the Counties adjoining the Rivers, to 
take cognizance of any Complaint respecting any 
Offence committed on the said Rivers, or any part 
thereof; and by the Warrant of any such Justice, 
the Offender shall be apprehended, if found on the 
Said Rivers or any part thereof, and taken before 
such Justice; who may examine into and determine 
on the said Offence, and order the same to be 
punished, as if the Offence had been committed, 
and the Offender apprehended, within the County 
for which the Justice is empowered to act, 


SeconDLY, The Furisdiction of the City of London 


on this part of the Thames, is next 10 be considered. 


This is regulated in the first place, by the Act 
passed in the year 1774, (14 Geo. III. cap. 91.) 
the Preamble to which recites, the Conservatorial 
Jurisdiction of the City on the River, (within the 


limits repeatedly stated in this Work :) It also 


recites the Act of 11 Geo, III, cap. 45, with the reser- 
vations therein mentioned of the City Jurisdiction ; 
and states, that the Commissioners under that Act, 

being 
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being so restrained from exercising some of their 


principal authorities within the City District, had not 


attempted the exccution of the Act there :—That 
the improvement of the Navigation in that District 
would be of great public utility :—That the City 
were willing to apply 10,000“. if necessary, out of 
their own Estates, to improve the Navigation, with— 
out imposing any Tolls within their Jurisdiction:— 


That the Powers enjoyed by the City, were not 


sufficiently effeetual for completing the Navigation; 
and that it was epprchended that the Powers of the 
Commissioners under the Act 11 Geo. III. cap. 45, 
would clash with those neccssary to be granted to 
the City: | 


So much of the Act 11 Geo. III. cap. 45, is there- 


fore repealed, as gave any jurixdiction to the Com- 
missioners under that Act, within the City District. 

The Mayor, Aldermen, and Commons in Common— 
Council assembled, are authorised to improve and com- 
plete the Navigation within the City Jurisdiction, and 
for that purpose, to appoint a Committee with full 
Powers : but the Members of which must not have 
any Office or Contract under the Act. 

Powers are given to the Common-Council to 
make such Orders as to the purchase of Lands, for 
Towing Paths, Wharfs, Locks, &c. as to the size 
and draught of Vessels; the opening and shutting 
Locks; the regulation of Barges ; the behaviour of 
Bargemen ; and reparations for Damages done, &Cc.' 


as to them Shall seem meet, And the necessary. 
Clauscs 
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Clauses for purchasing and conveying of Lands, a are 
inserted at full length. 

The like Powers are given to set the Fares for 
Carriage of Goods, and the use of Horses within 
the said District, by the Common-Council, as are 
given to the Commissioners under the Act 11 Geo. 
III. cap. 45; sanctioned also by a Penalty of 20ʃ0. 
on persons taking more than the Fares so set, to be 
recovered in a summary way before the Lord Mayor, 
or ore Alderman, or one Justice of the Peace for 
Middlesex or Surry; with an appeal to the Quarter 
Sessions in London, Middlesex, or Surry. 

In the year 1777, was passed the Act, (17 Geo. 
III. cap. 18.) © for enabling the City of London to 
purchase the Tolls then payable for navigating on 
the Thames westward of London Bridge, within 
the City Liberties ; and for laying à small Toll in 
lieu thereof for the purpose of more effectually com- 
pleting the said Navigation.“ 

The Preamble to this Act, recites the ſoregoing 
Act 14 Geo. III. cap. 94, and states, that the City 
had procecded to carry 1t into execution, That 
zeveral necessary and expensive Works had been 
performed within their Jurisdiction to the i improve- 
ment of the Navigation, and reducing the expences 
thereof that the City had applied near 10,0007. in 
this service, out of their own Estates, but found 
that further Works were still necessary to improve 
the Navigation, the probable expence of which had 
deen estimated at 8, 000. more: besides a consider- 

able 
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able annual expence to be incurred in supporting and 
repairing the Works—that the City were desirous of 
being enabled to purchase the existing Tolls, and 
proposed that they ſhould then cease, as they appre- 
hended from the circumstances and nature of the said 
Tolls, that they were attended with great inconve- 
niences to the Navigation and the Public :—And 
finally, that the City in order to carry the good 
purposes of the former Act into execution, to enable 
them to purchase the existing Tolls, and to complete 
the Navigation, were also desirous of being empow- 
ered to lay a small Toll in lieu of the old Tolls upon 
Barges navigating the River within the City Juris 
diction : 

Power was therefore given to the Corporation to 
purchase the Old Tolls and Duties from their 
Owners; immediately on which the said Tolls were 
to cease and determine. 

In consideration of the great charges and expences 
that the City would be at, in impr oving and completing 
the said Navigation, and for kecping the Works in 
repair, and in purchasing the Old Tolls and Duties ; 
the Corporation is empowered and authorised, to 
demand and receive, from all Barges and Vessels, 
(above three Tons burthen, and not being Pleasure- 
boats,) navigated on the said River, or on any part 
thereof, between London Bridge and the City Stone 
above Staines Bridge, such Tolls, as the Corporation, 
(upon due consideration of the expences of improving 


and completing the said Navigation, and purchasing 
| 2 the 
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the Old Tolls,) should think proper ; not exceeding 
the following; vis. 


fer Ton, 
For all Barges or Vessels navigated Westward 1 N 


London Bridge to Strand-on-the-Green, or Ws 
To llewerth or Richmond , . +» . 5 
To Twickenham or Teddingt ans = 
To Kingston or Hampton-Wick . «© « « « « + = 
To Ditton, Hampton-Caurt, Moulsey, or Hampton . 
To Sunbury, Walton, EE TRY. or N 64 
Weybridge . , « « « » | 
To Chertsey or Laleham . . . . „ 


To Staines and upwards. L&D % 4d. 


The said Tolls to be collected, according to 
Regulations to be made by the Corporation; and in 
case of denial of payment, to be recoverable by 
Action, in any Court of Record; or by seizing and 
detaining the Vessels till payment; or, on non-pay- 
ment within four days, the Vessel to be appraised 
and sold, as in case of Distress for Rent. 

Every Owner of any Barge or Vessel passing on 
the River Thames, in the said limits, is to paint his 
name in white Capital Letters, six inches long, on 
each of the outsides of his Barge, higher than the 
same shall sink into the water when full laden: and 
also permit his Barge to be Measured and Gauged; 
and marked with the number of Tons burthen, at 
the expence of the City, whenever required; under 
Penalty of 405. to be recovered in a summary way 
by information on Oath before the Lord Mayor, one 

Alderman, 
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Alderman, or one Justice of Peace, for Middlesex; 
or Surry, and leviable by Distress and Sale. 

The Corporation is empowered to erect Toll. 
gates; and to appoint Collectors of the Tolls, who 
are to pay the same into the Chamberlain's Office, 
and account to the Court of Aldermen ; or on refusal 
to account, &c. may be committed to Newgate, or 
the Common Gaol of the County, by the Lord 
Mayor, or one Alderman, or Justice of the Peace, 
till payment or composition made, | 

All Monies raised by Virtue of the Act, are 
vested. in the Corporation, to. be applied to the pur- 
poses of this and the former Act, “ and an account 
of the said Tolls and Duties granted by this Act, 
shall be annually laid before Parliament.” The exe- 
cution of which latter Clause, is no otherwise pro- 
vided for, than by the foregoing general words. 

The Corporation is empowered to borrow 15,000/, 
on the Credit of the Tolls, and to assign them as 
a security: or to grant annuities, chargeable on the 
produce of the Tolls, 

The Common-Council may appoint Committees, 
to carry. the Act into execution, the Members of 
which must not hold any Place, or Contract, under 
the Act: And an appeal is given from the order of 
any Justice, to the general Quarter Sessions in Lon- 
don, Middlesex, or Surry. 

When the probable amount of the Tolls thus 
granted to the City, 1s taken into consideration, 
with the time (now twenty-three years) elapsed 
since 
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gince the passing the last Act, in the course of 
which, it is to be presumed, that the City have had 
ample opportunity for purchasing the Old Tolls, 
and paying off any inzumbrance caused by such 
purchase; It is to be lamented, that complaints 
could exist, of defects in the Navigation of that 
part of the River Thames, so peculiarly within the 
Jurisdiction of the Corporation of London. 

The annual receipt of these Tolls, calculated at an 
average of 3d. per Ton on 800,000 Tons, will 
amount to 10,000/. It has been loosely stated, (see 
pages 312, 316,) that the City expend in repairing 
the avenues to the River, and Public Stairs, and 
Docks, and cleansing the River, 6, 950. To what 
part of the River this applies, is not very clear; but 
the following Extracts from a printed Memorial, are 
deserving the most serious attention of the Corporation 
and the Public. With these Extracts, the Author 
will conclude this part of this subject; he has been 
induced to enlarge on it more particularly, as it is 
of the highest importance to the Trade of the 
Country, and as the Acts abridged and digested in 
the preceding pages, are not to be found in the 
general Editions of the Statutes at large, being of a 
local and conſined nature: the insertion of all the 
Acts of which kind, would swell our Statute-book, 
perhaps, to nearly twice its present enormous bulk. 

The Memorial alluded to, (and which comes 
from a body of persons deeply concerned and inte- 
xested in the Free Navigation of the River Thames, 
| 5 through 
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through which their Barges necessarily pass, in going 
to and from their respectiveRivers,) represents that 
considerable Shoals have been allowed to accumulate 
and continue in different parts of the Bed of the 
River Thaines, and that the Towing Path in various 
places is suffered to fall into decay, by which the 
intercourse between the Metropolis and those Canals, 
which have cost the Proprietors more than a Million 
of Money, is much impeded and iuterrupted, and 
for a considerable portion of the year entirely pre- 
vented. 

* One considerable Shoal presents itself at Subury, 
(within the City Jurisdiction,) where the River, in 
Summer and in dry Seasons is so shallow, that 
Barges laden only three feet deep are mcapable of 
passing; and at such times it is not uncommon. to 
see thirty or more Barges detained from ten to twelve 
or fourteen days ; and higher up, where the River is 
at such times much shallower, Barges are detained 
Six or more weeks from the same cause. 

In the beginning of February last, eight out of 
twelve Horses that were drawing two Windsor 
Barges, with ninety Tons of Goods on board, were 
lost, owing entirely, as it has been clearly and cir- 


cumstantially stated, to a deep Slough in the ,Tow- 


ing Path, about three or four hundred yards on 7his 
Side Kingston; and there is another part equally de- 
fective near the Mouth of the Mey. Both these 
Places (being within the City Jurisdiction,) have 


been presented to an Agent for the City, but 
no 
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no notice has been taken of the Complaint, nor any 
remedy applied.” 

To show the importance of the Navigation of the 
Thames it is observed, that there would be no possi- 
bility of diffusing over the interior parts of the Coun- 
try the immense quantity of Goods brought to the 
Port of London, by the East and West-India, Baltic, 
Portugal, and Mediterranean fleets, but by the me- 
dium of that River, which is now connected by Ca- 
nals, with nearly all the navigable streams in the 
Kingdom, Neither could the produce of the inte- 
rior and distant parts of the Country, the Timber, 
Flour, Malt, Hops, Bark, and numerous other arti- 
cles essential to the Trade, and almost to the exist- 
ence, of the Metropolis, be brought in quantities suf- 
ficient to answer the necessities of its immense popu- 
lation, but by the same medium.” This observation 
is fully justified and confirmed by a clause of the 
Statute 35 Geo. III. cap. 106. already quoted.“ 

The Goods carried by the Thames and Severn, 
Oxford, Kennet, Basingstoke, and Godalming Canals 
or Rivers, cannot be less than 200,000 Tons per 
annum; and there is reason to believe these form 
little more than a third part of the Goods that pass 
up and down the Thames, and if the Navigation of 
that River were to be put into as safe a state as it is 
practicable to put it, there is no doubt but that nearly 
the whole of the Goods now carried by Waggons to 
the more distant parts of the Kingdom, would be sent 


* See page 487 of this Chapter, 
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by Water, which would save to the Country the pro- 
visioning of many thousand horses, and consequently I 


be one of the means of preventing the recurrence of 3 
seasons of scarcity. 3 


„ Supposing there are 800,000 Tons of Goods car- 
ried up and down the Thames i Barges in a year, it 
will amount to about 16,000 Tons per week, these 
employ (at forty Florses to every 1000 Tons, ) about 
six hundred and forty Horses. But to convey 16,000 
Tons of Goods by Land every week, would require 
four thousand of our largest broad-wheel Waggons, 
and allowing two Horses to cach Ton, the usual 
average, thirty-two thousand Horses. 

« Another circumstance, only inferior in its conse- 
quence to the former, is the great saving to the 
Public, produced by conveying Goods by Water in- 
Stead of Land-carriage. Supposing the price of 
Land- carriage to be 3/. per Ton for every fifty miles, 
and the price of Water-carriage to be JJ. for carrying 
Goods the same distance; the expence of convey- 
ing 16,000 Tons of Goods by Land, would be 
48,0007.; by Water it is only 16,000. consequently 
the Public save by this conveyance 32,0001. per week, 

ce A great part of this Saving must be attributed to 
the different Navigable Canals communicating with 
the Thames. But if the Bed of the Thames is not 
kept free, and of a proper depth, so that the Barges 
may pass with ease, regularity and safety, instead of 
the Trade increasing to nearly double the quantity, 
which, if properly encouraged, may reasonably be 


expected, more than half of the present Trade will 
? be 
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be lost; many Traders choosing rather to send their 
Goods by Land, at triple or quadruple the expence, 
than hazard their being detained on their passage. 

«To these important nautical considerations 1s to be 
added, the loss occasioned to the Proprictors of the 
several Canals, many of whom have embarked a con- 
siderable part of their fortunes in these Undertakings, 
and depend upon their success for their future sup- 
port; but as the end and object of the Proprietors 

as to obtain a free and safe communication by Wa- 
ter with London, if that is not obtained, their whole 
plan becomes abortive, which will not only materially 
injure, perhaps ruin many individuals, but will ope- 
rate in preventing others from engaging in similar 
undertakings, and thus eventually prove injurious to 
the Public.“ 

It has been already stated, (page 23,) that the 
Tonnage below London Bridge, of Goods Imported 
from Foreign Parts, and brought Coastwise, may be 
estimated at 1,779,000 Tons. From the foregoing 
Document it appears, that the Trade of the Upper 
Thames extends to about 800,000 Tons yearly.— 
To enable the Reader to form a conception ot the 
astonishing extent of the whole, the following Gene- 
ral Estimate has been formed :— 


Tons. 
Tonnage of Goods imported 1,779,000 
Ditto of Goods exported 97 1,000 
2,750,000 


Tonnage of Goods [land on the DIY 


— EE „ $00,900 


Total . 3,550,000 
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C HAP. XVI. 
A Detail of such Maritime Regulations and Offences, 


as concern not owly the River Thames in particular, 
but all the Ports of England, and Nautical Affairs 
in general ; and as may be enforced by Jushces of the 
Peace, or are punishable in superior Courts of Record. 
—Of the employment and proteciim of Mariners in 
general. Tie mode of governing Seamen in the 
Royal Navy :—The Acts respecting the hiring and 
service of Seamen on board of Merchant Ships 
Ofences of Mariners against the Safety of Ships ;— 
and by Rioting, &c.— Privileges to be enjayed by Ma- 
riners; in exemptions from being impressed. Sc.. The 
establishment of Greenwich Hospilal ;— As als? the 
Charity for Seamen in the Merchants' Service ;= 
Suggestions for the relief of Mariners against impo- 
1 sitions by Crimps, and Dealers in Seamen's Mages 
and Prize-money :—Of Offences in Nawigable 
Rrvers :—The Registering Boats, Sc. employed 
_ thereon, Sc. — Ile Duties of Masters and Owners of 
Ships under the Navigation Acts. As respects 
the Revenue Laws ;—the performance of Qua- 
rantine ;—the sailing ard keeping with Convoy j— 
the obtaining Letters of Marque, &c. Sc. 


— — — 


'ON ; of the ſirst Statutes passed respecting Naval 
Attairs was that of the 5th of Elizabeth, cap. 5. 
uching Politie Constitutions for the mainte- 
nance 
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nance of the Navy.“ The provisions of this Statute 
are now in general expired; or by the change in 
Manners, and the many subsequent positive Regula- 
tions, become obsolete: Some Clauses, however, of 
this Statute deserve notice, in a Treatise of this 
nature, as being yet actually in force. 

By § 27 of this Act (5 Eliz. cap. 5.) the Statute 
18 Henry VI. cap. 19. © made against Soldiers re- 
tained, which depart from their Captains without li- 
cence” is extended “ to all and every Mariner and 
Gunner taking prest or wages to serve the Queen's 
Majesty, her Heirs or Successors;“ such Desertion is 
by these Acts punished as a Felony : but this Offence 
is now most usually punished under the Articles of 
War. 

The method of ordering Seamen in the Royal 
Fleet, and keeping up discipline there, is directed by 
certain express Rules, Articles, and Orders, first 
enacted by the authority of Parliament soon after the 
Restoration, but since new-modelled and altered. In 
the 13th year of King Charles II. an Act passed for 
the regulating the Government of the Fleet, Statute 
13 Charles II. Statute I. cap. 9. which was repealed, 
by the Statute 22 Geo. II. cap. 33. explained and 
amended by Statute 19 Geo. III. cap. 17. These two 
latter Statutes contain not only the zhirty-six Articles 
of War, in which almost every possible Offence is ex- 
plicitly set down, and the punishment thereof annexed, 
or left to the discretion of a Court-Martial ; but also 


dundry clauses of express Rules and Orders, for as- 
sembling 
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sembling and holding Courts-Martial, for the trial of 
the Offences specified therein. 

The mode of payment of the Wages of petty Offi- 
cers, Seamen, and Marines, is ascertained by the 
Statutes 31 Geo. II. cap. 10.; 3 Geo. III. cap. 16.; 
26 Geo. III. cap. 63.; and 32 Geo. III. caps. 33, 34, 
and 67. : And by the Statute 35 Geo. III. cap. 28. 
petty Officers, Seamen, and Marines are enabled to 
allot part of their pay for the maintenance of their 
Wives, Children, or Mothers. The payment of 
Prize-Money, and the conduct of Prize Agents is 
now regulated by several Sections of the Prize-Act, 
33 Geo. III. cap. 66, The Rules and Restrictions 


introduced by these Acts are minute and extensive, 


and may be found stated, with great accuracy and 
precision, in STEELE's Ship-Master's Assistant, 


Of the Hiring and Service of Seamen in Merchant- 
Ships. 


The most important Statute to the Master and 
Mariners of Merchani-Vessels in general is the 2d of 
Geo. II. cap. 36. made perpetual by 2 Geo. III. 
cap. 31. by which it is extended to the American Co- 
lonies. The provisions of this Statute are also adop- 
ted in 31 Geo, III. cap. 39. with respect to the Coast- 
ing Trade, with some trifling variations. 

This Statute 2 Geo, II. cap. 36, is entitled “An 
Act for the better regulation and government of Sea- 
men in the Merchant Service.“ 

The 
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The Preamble, which may serve to shew the in- 
convenience the Mercantile Interest is in general 
zubject to, states That the Welfare and Riches of 
this Kingdom greatly depend on the Trade and Na- 
vigation thereof, the same being of great use and be- 
nefit, and tending very much to enrich the Subjects 
thereof, upon which great numbers of Artificers and 
Manufacturers“ Livelihoods wholly depend; and that 
for several years then last past, the Navigation carried 
on by the Merchants to parts beyond the Seas, had 
been under very great difficulties and expences, by 
the uncertainty they laboured under, by Seamen and 
Mariners, who shipped themselves on board Mer- 
chant Ships, and after they had so done neglected 
their duty and would not remain on board the Ships 
or Vessels to discharge their duty; and very often 
when Ships and Vessels came to be cleared out, in 
order to proceed on their respective Voyages, the Sea- 
men refused to proceed with them, without coming 
to new Agreements for increasing their Wages, and 
many of them would leave their Ships and Vessels, 
and not proceed on their Voyages, which put the 
Owners of such Ships and Vessels to great trouble 
and charges to get other Sailors or Mariners in their 
Stead, and often was the means to overset the 
Voyages of such Ships and Vessels, to the great 
prejudice of the Owners and Freighters of the Goods 
on board the said Ships and Vessels ; and yet such 
Seamen and Mariners, after they had committed 
such Offences and Disorders, would bring Actions 

2 against 
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against the Owners or Masters of the said Ships and 
Vessels for the recoyery of their Wages, from the 
time of shipping themselves until the time they quit- 
ted such Ships and Vesscls : And that many of the 
said Seamen and Mariners would neglect their duty 
when on board at Sca, and desert their Ships and 
Vessels in Foreign Parts, which put the said Owners 
of Ships and Vessels to very great difficulties and ex- 
pences, to get others in their stead, to bring their 
Ships and Vessels home; and afterwards such Sea- 
men and Mariners insisted on recovering their 
Wages, notwithstanding their voluntary Desertion; 
all which was a great discouragement to Trade and 
Navigation:“ | 

To prevent such practices for the future, the ſol- 
lowing Rules and Regulations are established by the 
Acts above quoted. 

Every Seaman shipping himself on board any Mer- 
chant Vessel, on an intended Voyage to parts beyond 
Sea (or in the Coasting Trade) shall within three 
days (and in the Coasting Trade upon his entering) 
sign an Agreement, declaring the Wages and the 
Voyage: And the Master, &c. of the Ship taking 
any Seaman to Sca (except his Apprentices) without 
such Agreement, shall forfeit 54. per man to Green- 
wich Hospital; recoverable beſore one Justice, by 
Distress and Sale. 

On the arrival of any Vessel in Great Britain, from 
parts beyond the Seas, Masters shall pay the Seamen 
their Wages within thirty days, (in the Coasting 

Trade 
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Trade within five days,) after the Vessel's being en- 
tered at the Custom-house (except a covenant 1s en- 
tered into to the contrary,) or at the time such Sea- 
man shall be discharged, which shall first happen; 
(dedueting out of their Wages all such Penalties as 
may be due from them, for breach of the Laws;) on 
Penalty of paying to such Scaman so unpaid 20s, 
above his Wages, to be recovered in the same man- 
ner as Wages, 

If any Seaman shall desert or refuse to proceed on 
the Voyage, or shall desert in parts beyond the Seas, 
after having signed such Contract, he shall forfeit all 
the Wages then due to him : [This is extended to 
the Il esi- India Trade, by 37 Geo. III. cap. 73.] 

If after having signed such Contract, any Seaman 
shall desert or absent himself from such Ship, and 
upon being apprehended by Warrant of a Justice of 
Peace, he still shall refuse to proceed on the Voyage, 
he shall be committed by one Justice to the House 
of Correction, not excceding thirty days nor less than 
ſourteen. 

If any Seaman shall absent himself from the Vessel 
to which he belongs, without leave of the Master, 
&c. he shall for every day's absence forfeit two days 
pay ; to be deducted by the Master at the time of his 
paying the Seaman's Wages. 

If any Seaman (not entering into the Service of 
his Majesty) shall leave the Vessel to which he be- 
longs, before he shall have a discharge in writing 
ſrom the Master, &c. he shall forfeit one month's pay. 

The 
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'The Statute 37 Geo. III. cap. 73. above alluded to 
was passed * for preventing the desertion of Scamen 
in the West-India Trade.” By this Act, Ship-Mas- 
ters hiring Scamen who have deserted from any 
other Ship incur a penalty of 100/, They are also 
prohibited from hiring Seamen in the West-Indies at 
more than double Wages (unless by Licence of the 
Governor of the Place, &c.) under a like penalty of 
100“. Every Ship trading to the West-Indics is to 
have an Apprentice under seventeen years of age, for 
every 100 Tons burthen ; such Apprentice to be en- 
rolled at theCustom-house of the Port froin which the 
Ship clears out, on penalty of 10/. Within ten days 
after his arrival out and home, the Ship-Master is to 
deliver to the Collector of the Port, a List of the Crew 
on board, at the time of clearing out from Great 
Britain, and at the time of the Ship's arrival abroad, 
of all having deserted or died, and the Wages due at 
their death; under penalty of 50%. A penalty of 100, 
is imposed on Masters reſusing to grant to Sailors 
Certificates of their Discharge. 

The Penalties under this Act, are recoverable by 
Action in the Superior Courts; or those not exceed- 
ing 20. before any one Justice of Peace, residing not 
more than ten miles distant from the party com- 
plained of. 

In order to interest Sailors in the return of Ships 
from Foreign Parts, and to prevent their turning pi- 
rates, it had many ycars beſore been enacted, by 87 


of 8 Geo. I, cap. 24. that © No Muster or Owner 
of 
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of any Merchant Ship shall pay to any Seaman be- 
yond the Seas, any Money or Ettects on account of 
Il ages, exceeding one moiety of the Wages due at 
the time of such payment, till such Ship shall return 
to Great Britain or Ireland,” on penalty of double the 
Money paid ; to be recovered in the Court of Ad- 
miralty, at the suit of any Informer. 


Offences of Mariners against the safely of Ships; and 
by Rioting, Sc. 


Buy Statute 22 and 23 Charles II. cap. 11. ($ 7, 9, 
12,) If any Mariner or inferior Officers of any Mer. 
chant-Ship, shall decline or refuse to defend the Ship, 
or utter Words to discourage others from doing so, 
every Mariner, &c. so behaving, shall lose all his 
Wages, and all such Goods as he may have in the 
Ship, and be imprisoned not more than six months, 
Every Mariner who shall lay violent hands on his 
Commander, to hinder him from fighting in defence 
of his Ship and Goods, shall suffer Death as a Felon. 

The burning, destroying, or casting away of any 
Ship to the prejudice of the Owners, Freighters, or 
Underwriters, is made a capital Felony by the above 
Act, and by the Acts 1 Ann. Statute 2. cap. 9. 
4 Geo. I. cap. 12: as is also the maliciously burning 
or setting fire to any Ship, Keel, or other Vessel, by 
any Seaman, Keelman, Caster, Ship-Carpenter or 
other person, by 33 Geo. III. cap. 67; and the da- 
maging or destroy ing any Vessel by such Seaman, 

Keelman, 
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Keclman, &c. is, by the same Act, punishable with 
Transportation for not less than seven nor more than 
fourtcen years. 

By the same Act 33 Geo. III. cap. 07, If any three 
or more Seamen, Keelmen, Casters, Ship-Carpenters, 
or others, riotously assembled, shall unlawſully ob- 
struct the lading or unlading, or the sailing of any 
Ship, Keel, or Vessel, or ſorcibly board any Ship for 
that purpose, the Oftenders shall, on conviction at 
the Quarter Sessions, be imprisoned not less than six 
months nor more than twelve. The same punish— 
ment is inflicted on Seamen, Keelmen, &c. unlaw- 
fully obstructing their Fellows from working, or as- 
saulting or committing any violence on them, to pre- 
vent or deter them from working, A second Offteuce 
in either case subjects the Party to "Transportation for 
not less than scven years nor more than fourteen. 

By the Statute 1 Geo. I. Statute 2. cap. 25. recit- 
ing © That Fightings, Quarrellings, and Distur- 
bances often happened in his Majesty's Yards, Offi- 
ces, and Stores, and on Pay-days at London, Por's- 
mouth, &c. by the unreasonable turbulency of Sea- 
men and others : which inconveniences required a 
speedier remedy than the ordinary course of Justice, 
the parties offending being many times bound to 
Sca;“ authority is given to the Treasurer, Coinptrol- 
ler, Surveyor, Clerk of the Acts, and Commissioners 
of the Navy, or any one of them, to punish any per- 
son making a disturbance, fighting or quarrelling in 
any of his Majesty's Yards, Stores or Otfices, at Pay- 


days, 


RIVER POLICE, 509 


days, or on other occasions relating to the Naval Ser- 
vice; either by fine, not exceeding 20s. or imprison- 
ment not exceeding one week; or, for non- payment 
of the fine, to send the party to the. House of Correc- 
tion for two months. And (where greater example 
or punishment is necdful,) the said Officers and 
Commissioners may bind Offenders to their good 
behaviour, and to answer at the next Quarter Ses- 
sions, with or without Sureties; or in deſault of Su- 
reties, if required, may commit them to Gaol till the 
next Assizes or Quarter Sessions. 

By § 46 of the Prize Act, 33 Geo. III. cap. 66. 
any Seaman or Mariner | or Officer or other person] 
who shall break bulk on board, or embezzle any 
Money, Jewels, Goods, Merchandise, Tackle, Ap- 
parel, or Furniture, belonging to any Prize, shall for- 
feit his whole share to Greenwich Hospital, and tre- 
ble the value of the property embezzled; with Costs, 
recoverable by Action in some Court of Record; 
two-thirds of the Penalty being given to the In- 
former, and one-third to Greenwich Hospital. 


Privileges of Mariners; in Exemptions from being 
Impressed, Sc. 5 


By § 41 of the Statute 5 Eliz. cap. 5. already al- 
luded to, Mariners and Fishermen shall not be com- 
pelled to serve as Soldiers on Land or on Sea other- 
wise than as Mariners, except under some Captain of a 


Ship, to do some special exploit, which Mariners have 
been 
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been used to do; or under any other person having 
authority to withstand any Ivan of Enemies, or to 
subdue any Rebellion within the Realm. 

By § 43 of the same Statute, 5 Eliz. cap. 5. no 
Fisherman using the Sea shall be taken by the Royal 
Commission to serve as a Mariner, unless the Com- 
mission be ſirst brought to two Justices, having local 
Jurisdiction, to the intent that such Justices may 
chuse out, and return such number of men, as shall 
be contained in the Commission, to serve in the 
Navy. 

The right of Inpressing Scamen, being often pro- 
ductive of dangerous disputes and illegal resistance, 
it becomes highly necessary to know who are exemp- 
ted from being thus suddenly called into the Service 
of their Country. 

The Statute 2 and 3 Ann. cap. 6. provides, That 
poor Boys, whose Parents are chargeable to the Parish, 
may, by Church-Wardens and Overseers of the Poor, 
with consent of two Justices of the Peace, be placed 
out Apprentices to the Sea-service, until the age of 
twenty-one years, they being thirteen years old at 
the time of their placing out : these Apprentices 
Shall be protected from being impressed for the first 
three years; (if they are not more than cighteen 
years old, 4 Ann, cap. 19. f 17.) And if they are im- 
pressed afterwards, their Master shall be allowed 
their Wages. And all Masters and Owners of Ships, 
from tbirty to fifty Tons burthen, are required to 
take one such Apprentice, one more for the next fifty 

Tons, 
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Tons, and one more for every hundred Tons above 
the first hundred, under the Penalty of 10l.; recover- 
able before two Justices, by Distress and Sale. 

By § 20 of the same Statute 2 and 3 Ann. cap. 6. 
If any Captain, Lieutenant, or other Officer, shall 
presume to impress any of the men allowed to be 
employed in any Ship in the Coal Trade (viz. The 
Master, Master's Mate, Carpenter, and one able 
Seaman, for every hundred Tons, not exceeding 
three hundred) he shall forfeit, for every man $0 
taken, 10/. to be recovered in any Court of Record. 
It bas lately been determined by the Court of King's 
Bench, that a former ct on this subject (6 and 7 
William III. cap. 18.) is no longer in force. 

By the Statute 13 Geo. II. cap. 17. © for the in- 
erence of Mariners and Seamen to navigate Mer- 
chant Ships and other Fruduig Vessels“ after recite 
ing, that it is neces. y 12 give all fitting encou- 
ragetmnent to persons GO ly ti:c:nselves to the Sea- 
serviee, and the Practice of Navigation, and also to 
Foreign Mariners and Seamen to engage in the 
British Service, © It is enacted, that the following 
persons shall be exempted from being impressed, viz, 

« Every person beingof the age of fifty-five and up- 
wards ; and every person not being eighteen years of 
age; and every Foreigner being a Mariner, Seaman, 
or Landsman, who shall serve in any Merchant Ship 
belonging to a Subject of Great Britain.“ 

And “ for the encouragement of able-bodied 
Landsmen, to betake themselves to the Sea-gervice"” 

every 
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every person of what age soever he be, who hall us? 
the Sea, shall be freed, &c. for Ttio years, to be com- 
putcd from the time of his going to Sea, &c. 

So likewisc every person, who, not having before 
used the Sea, shall bind himself Apprentice to serve at 
Sea, shall be exempted from the Impress for hree 
years from the time of binding himself; and the Ad- 
miralty are directed to grant protections accordingly 
in all cases, without Fee or Reward. 

Harpooners, Line-Managers, and Boat-Stcerers, 
in the Southern W hale-Fisherv, are exempted from 
being impressed by the Statute 26 Geo. III. cap. 50. 
$25. Aud by 32 Geo. III. cap. 22. & 5. they are 
allowed, when not employed in the Fishery, to sail in 
the Coal Trade, on giving Security to the Custom- 
House. By this latter Act Scamen in the Fishery, 
are also protected from the Ist of February in any 
year till the expiration of the then next Season, and 
the completion of the Voyage home : But this ex- 
tends only to the proportion of six Harpooners, six 
Line-Managers, and eighteen Common Seamen, to 
every 400 Tons. To protect these persons, the 
Owner of every Ship must deliver on Oath, to the 
Collector of the Customs at the Port, a List of their 
Names, and the Capacities in which they are to act, 

By Statute 2 Geo. III. cap. 15. For supplying 
London and Westminster with Fish, and to protect 
and encourage Fishermen.” All persons coming 
under the four following descriptions, employed in the 
Fisheries of these Kingdoms, are exempted from 

being 
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being impressed into the King's Service, viz. 1st. 
Masters of Fishing Vessels, who, either themselves 
or their Owners, have, or within six months before 
applying ſor a Protection, shall have had one or more 
Apprentices, under sixteen years of age, bound for 
five years, and employed in the business of Fishing. 
2dly. All such Apprentices, not exceeding four, 
to every Master or Owner of a Fishing-Vessel of 
30 Tons burthen, or uſſvards ; and two to every 
Vessel under 30 Tons, during the time of their Ap- 
prenticeship, and till the age of Twenty Years, they 
continuing for the time in the business of Fishing 
only. 3dly. One Mariner, besides the Master and 
Apprentices, to every Fishing Vessel of 10 Tons 
burthen, or upwards, employed on the Sea-Coast, 
during his continuance in such service. Athly. Any 
Landman entering, and employed on board such 
Vessel, for two years from his first going to Sea, and 
to the end of the Voyage then engaged in, if he so 
long continue in such service.—20/. Penalty recover- 
able before one Justice, and leviable by Distress and 
Sale, is imposed on Officers, &c. impressing persons 
protected under this Act or taking away their Pro- 
teetion from them. 

The Legislature has here also taken care to inflict 
punishments on such as wilfully abscond or conceal 
hemselves: on these occasions, privateGratification 
must give way to the Public Service. 

Ny a Statute of the 2d and 3d of Philip and Mary, 
cap. 10. F 8. Persons using the occupation of row- 
ms betwixt Grayesend and Windsor. withdrawing 

L I. themselves 
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themselves in time of pressing were to be imprisoned 
two weeks, and banished from rowing on the Thames 
for one year and a day, 

And now by Statute 4 Ann. cap. 19. § 18, If any 
Waterman (being duly summoned by notice in writ- 
ing, at his usual abode, by the Watermen's Com- 
pany, shall not, within ten days, appear before the 
Company in order to be sent to his Majesty's Fleet) 
he shall, on conviction befere the Lord Mayor and 
Aldermen, or before two Justices and two Rulers of 
the Company, suffer one month's Imprisonment, and 
be disabled to work on the Thames for two years, &c. 

By Statute 9 Ann. cap. 26.4 1, Every Fisherman 
summoned by the Court of Assistants of the Fisher- 
man's Company, in order to be entered and to serve 
in the Navy, who shall reſuse or neglect to appear, 
shall be sent on board the Fleet, and be disabled from 
fishing on the Thames for two years, 

All disorderly Men, Servants and all Persons, as 
well Men as Boys, who are deemed Vagrants, and 
sturdy Beggars (not being Felons) may be taken up 
and sent into the Navy. —2 and 3 Ann. cap. 6. § 10. 

Having thus stated the restraints to which Seamen, 
I atermen, and Fishermen, are subject, when theit 
Country requires their Services; it becomes proper in 
this place, to bring under the Review of the Reader 
what the Country has done in return for their Ser— 
vices, when the Sailors are maimed or wounded and 
unable to support themselyes :—To all such, an Asy- 
lum and Support is provided by the splendid Foun- 
dation of 
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Gnkrxwicn HosPiTAL. 


By Statute 7 and 8 William III. cap. 21, This 
noble Charity, the Pride of Englishmen, and the Re- 
fuge of English Sailors, was founded and endowed. — 
The first paragraphs of the Preamble to this Act, are 
too just an eulogium on this admirable Body of Men 
to be omitted in the present Treatise. 

% Forasmuch (says the Act) as the strength and 
safety of this and other his Majesty's Realms and Do- 
minions, do very much depend upon the furnishing 
and supplying his Majesty's Royal Navy, with a com- 
petent number of Mariners and Seamen, which may 
be in a readiness at all times for that service: 

And whereas the Seamen of this Kingdom have 
for a long time distinguished themselves throughout 
the world by their industry and skilfulness in their 
Employments, and by their courage and constancy 
manifested in Engagements for the defence and ho- 
nour of their native Country: And for an encourage- 
ment for them to continue this their ancient reputa- 
tion, and to invite greater numbers of his Majesty's 
Subjects to betake themselves to the Sea, it is fit and 
reasonable that some competent Provision should be 
made, that Scamen, who by Age, Wounds, or other 
Accidents, shall become disabled for future service at 
Sea, and shall not be in a condition to maintain 
themselves comfortably, may not fall under Hard- 

11 2 Ships 
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sbips and Miseries, and may be supported at the Pub- 
lic Charge; and that the Children of such disabled 
Seamen, and also the Widows and Children of such 
Seamen as shall happen to be slain, killed, or drowned 
in Sca-service, may in some reasonable manner be 
provided for and educated :''— 

The Preamble then goes on to state, that his Ma- 
jesty and his Jate Queen (Mary) having determined 
that an Hospital should be erected and endowed for 

these purposes, had by their Letters Patent, dated Oc- 
tober 25, 1094, granted a piece of ground, part of 
their Manor of East Greenwich, together with the 
Palace of Greenwich, to be converted into the said 
Hospital: And that his Majesty, in further execu- 
tion of this purpose by his Letters Patent, dated the 
10th of September 1695, had appointed Commis- 
sioners, and given directions for carrying on and per- 
fecting the Plan. 

The Act procceds to prescribe a general Registry 
of Seamen; but this part was repealed by 9 Ann. 
cap. 21. § 04. 

Towards the support of the Hospital thus founded 
it is enacted by the said Statute 7 and 8 William III. 
cap. 21. (enforced by 10 Ann. cap. 17; and ex- 
tended by 2 Geo. II. cap. 7. to Jersey, &c. and by 
is Geo, II. cap. 31. to Privateers) that every Seaman 
or ather person employed either in the Royal Navy, 
Or in any Ship belonging to any Subject of Great 
Pricing or Ireland, and every Master or Owner navi- 
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gating his own Ship, whether employed on the high 
Sca or Coasts of the same (except Apprentices under 
eighteen, persons employed on the Coasts in taking 
Fish brought tresh on Shore, and persons employed 
in Vessels trading on Rivers only) shall pay the sum 
of Sixpence per Month ; which the Master, Owner, 
&c. of every Ship is to detain out of the Wages, &c. 
payable to the Scamen, and to pay the same to the 
proper Officers, appointed by the Admiralty. 

Masters, Commanders, or Owners, of Merchant 
Vesscls, (or Transports employed by Government, 
2 Geo. II. cap. 7, § 5.) reſusing to appear when sum- 
moned before the Collectors and Receivers of the 
said duty, and answer upon Oath as to the number 
and times of service of the Seamen, &. employed in 
their Vessels, shall forfeit 20/—On the Commanders 
or Owners of Privatcers so refusing to appear, the 
Penalty is 50. all recoverable by Action in any Court 
of Record. 

It the Master of any Ship shall attempt to go to 
Sea before the Duty for the preceding Voyage is 
paid :—The Receivers of the Duty may stop the 
Ship.—10 Ann. cap. 17. § 4. 

The Master or Commander of a Privateer, sailing 
rom any Port shall give to the Collector of the Cus- 
toms, a List of his men; and on return shall give a 
copy ot the List, with an Account of what is be- 
come of those Men wanting, under a Penalty 
of 507, 
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In addition to the advantages derived by Seamen 


in the Navy, through the medium of Greenwich Hos- 
pital, there is another Foundation, denominated the 
Chest at Chatham, established by Queen Elizabeth 
and her Council, but not hitherto regulated by any 
Act of Parliament : This is supported by the Run- 


Money, i. e. Wages forfeited by Seamen having de- 


serted, and by certain other Forfeitures of unclaimed 
Wages, &c. the amount of all which is applied to 
the relief of Seamen in minor cases of distress. 

Besides these Institutions so honourable to the 
Nation, with respect to Mariners serving in the 
Navy, others have also been established for Nautical 
People in the Merchants' Service. Among these 
(as the object relates particularly to the River 
Thames) may here be mentioned 


The Merchants Seamen's Justitiution. 


The Preamble to the Statute 20 Geo. II. cap. 38. 
(which first founded this Establishment) recites 
the Acts for the Establisghment of Greenwich 
Hospital, as also certain Provisions in the Acts 
10 Ann. cap. 17; 8 Geo. I. cap. 24; 8 Geo. II. 
cap. 29. extending the benefit of the Hospital to Sea- 
men wounded, and in the Merchant's Service:“ But 
that the Hospital was not capable of receiving, nor 
the Income thereof sufficient to provide for, the Sea- 
men in the Service of the Royal Navy, who were 


wounded, maimed, or worn out by age, or otherwise 
entitled 
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entitled to the benefits thereof, so that the Seamen in 
the Merchants' Service, maimed and disabled in 
fight, had seldom or never been admitted into the 
said Hospital, though entitled thereto, and proper 
objects of Charity: And that there was no Provision 
at all made by either of the said Acts for such Seamen 
in the Merchants' Service, or for the Widows or 
Children of such as should be killed, slain, or 
drowned in the said Service: That the Seamen in 
the said Service were willing to allow sixpence per 
month out of their Wages to be applied to those pur- 
poses: That the Seamen in the Merchants' Service 
had manifested their Courage and Resolution, and 
deserved all due encouragement : And finally, that 
the establishing the said Charity, would tend to the 
honour and good of the Public:“ 

By the said Act therefore certain persons therein 
named, and their Successors, are incorporated by the 
name of the President and Governors for the Relief 
and Support of the sich, maimed, and disabled Seamen, 
and of the Il idotos aud Children of such as shall be 
killed, slain, or drowned, in the Merchants Service; 
and enabled to purchase Lands for building an 
Hospital.* 

Provisions are made for the reception of Seamen 
disabled in the Merchants' Service, and in certain 
eases for their Widows and Children: And it is 


* The Office of this Corporation is over the Royal Exchange. 


enacted, 


* 
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enacted, That for the effecting the purposes of the 
Act every Seaman and person serving in any Mer- 
chant-Ship, or any private Ship or Vessel belonging 
to Subjects in England; and every Master or Owner 
navigating his own Ship (except Apprentices, and 
other persons excepted in the Greenwich-Hospital- 
Acts, and Pilots) shall pay sixpence per month out of 
their Wages; to be deducted or detained by the 
Master or Owner, and paid to a Receiver to be ap- 
pointed by the Governors, for the Port of London, 
or other Port to which the Ship belongs: And the 
same powers are given to the Receivers, and Penal- 
ties inflicted (recoverable in any Court cf Record in 
England) on Masters or Owners, as in the case of the 
Duty payable to Greenwich Hospital. The Mer- 
chants-Venturers of Bristol, and the Trinity-House 
of Hull are made Trustees for the Duties received at 
their respective Ports. 

While the Legislature has thus laudably provided 
ſor this useful Class of Men when disabled, and their 
Families when they have fallen in the Service of their 
Country : Alt is to be lamented, that although much 
has been done to shelter them against Frauds and 
Impositions, in their intercourse with Society, yet 
more is necessary, as will be scen from the following 
Siiggeslions, &c. 


Sigges iu 
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Suggestions for the Relief of Mariners, against Imposi- 
lion by Crimps, Sc. 


It has been already stated, that the payment of 
Wages and Prize- money in the Royal Navy is regu- 
lated by several Statutes passed for the purpose. It 
is to be feared, however, that the very useful Re- 
straints imposed by these Statutes are in too many 
instances eluded, and are in others ineffectual ; and 
as they do not extend to the case of Merchant- Slips 
and Letters of Marque, many Ahuses exist in that 
Department which call ſor Legislative Interference. 
Notwithstanding also the Laws which have passed 
with respect to the hiring of Mariners in the Mer— 
chants* Service, the diſſieulty of procuring Men, par- 
ticularly in time of War, is the cause of much impo- 
sition and inconvenience. These Evils and their 
Remedies are the subject of the following 


PROPOSITION 


For regulating and controlling Crimps, and Dealers in 
Seamen's Mages and Prize-money. 


There are two classes of Men, who are at present 
grcat Nuisances in the Maritime Affairs of the River 


Thames. Those in the first Class, consisting of about 
aue hundred individuals, are denominated 


Cries. 
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Crmres. 


These men profess to procure Seamen for outward- 
bound Ships. They frequently lend small sums to 
thoughtless Mariners, or allow them to run scores at 
the Alehonses which some of them keep, or get 
them into their debt for Board and Lodging. 

When Seamen are wanted, application 1s made to 
these Crimps. In many instances where Ships have 
lost men, and are upon the point of sailing, they take 
the advantage of the Captains, who are often stran- 
gers, by insisting on an extravagant sum of money 
being deposited. No other means exist whereby 
Seamen can be procured.— The time presses.— The 
Ship is on the point of sailing, and the Ship-Masters 
have no other alternative but to comply. 

Men are of course procured, who frequently run 
away before the three Days elapse, when they are 
required by 2 Geo. II. cap. 30. to sign the agreement 
under which the Penaltics of the Law attach for De- 


sertion; and the Money is thus lost, as the Crimps 


pretend the Seamen have received it, although many 
instances occur where the strongest suspicion is ex- 
cited, that the Desertion arises from a preconcerted 
plan between the Crimps and the Mariners, that they 
may, after the Ship for which they are intended sails, 
be enabled through the same medium to commit 
Frauds upon others; but even where this is not the 


case, the only means of recovering the Money from 
the 
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the Crimps, being by an Action at Law, the process 
of which is dilatory and tedious, and where an ex- 
pence must be incurred in the first instance, to an 
amount frequently equal to, or more than, the sum 
advanced; Strangers decline this mode of seek- 
ing Justice. The Crimps are aware of this, and con- 
tinue their Impositions and Frauds with impunity. 
With a very few exceptions the chief part consists of 
men of very loose and abandoned characters, and some 
who pretend to follow this profession have actually 
been discovered to be Thieves upon the Town, and 
persons who have been imprisoned on Charges of 
Felony, and punished for various Offences. 

The Evil is of great magnitude; since indepen- 
dent of the money of which Ship-Masters are fre- 
quently defrauded, Commerce and Navigation is ob- 
structed in a very considerable degree, by the machi- 
nations of such Miscreants. 


To remedy these Evils, the following Suggestions 
are offered: 
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151. That all persons acting in any instance whatever as 
Crimps, or who undertake to procure Seamen for 
Ships in the Merchants“ Service, shall be annually li- 
censed by the Magistrates, and shall enter into recog- 
nizance with two Sureties for their good behaviour; 
with power to Magistrates, as in the case of Alehouses, 
to reſuse Licences to men of loose conduct, or of known 
bad Character. 


9 „ That in all cases where Crimps refuse to return the 
Money advanced to procure Seamen, whether the same 
relates to the Premium or the Wages allotted to such 

Seamen, 
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Seamen, where they desert before the Articles are signed, 
it shall be lawful for any Justice having legal Juris- 
diction, on the Complaint of the Party aggrieved, to 
issue a Warrant to bring such Crimps before them, and 
if they refuse to return the Money, on due proof being 
offered to the satisfaction of the Magistrate, that the 
men have absconded clandestinely, it shall be lawful to 
convict such Crimp in a penalty equal to the sum ad- 
vanced, and to commit the Offender to prison until paid. 
—And the said penalty shall be paid over immediately 
to the Party aggrieved, and be considered as a full com- 
pensation for all claims on the said Crimp. 


This Licensing System, instead of throwing any 
obstacle in the way of procuring Seamen, would tend 
greatly to facilitate it. By narrowing the competition 
a sclect class of men would be introduced into this 
branch of Maritime Police, who would find it their 
interest to conduct the business honestly and on mo— 
derate terms: While the penalty inflicted would not 
only destroy all confederacies between the Crimp and 
the Scamen ; but also render the former more careſul 
in preventing the escape of those who have entered 
into engagements, and prove an incalculable benefit 
to the Trade of the Port. 


zd. That Crimps, in making engagements to procure Seamen, 
should have a Stiprlated ailowance, and should be re- 
straincd by Law, from taking any Commission exceed- 
ing 108. 6d. per man; one half to be paid by the Ship- 
Master, and the other halt deducted from the Wages 
deposited for the use of the Stamen; who shall receive 
the whole surplus without any other deduction whatso- 
ever, under the penalty of Five Pounds. 


% 


This 
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This Regulation would protect ignorant thought- 
less Mariners from the gross impositions practised 
upon them by not a few of the present criminal herd 
of Crimps and pretended Crimps, who at present afflict 
the Trade of the River Thames. 


The Second Class of persons who are found in ge- 
ngral to be great Public Nuisances, are those who 
pretend to be 


Dealers in Seamen's Wages, and Purchasers of Prize- 
Money.“ 


The known improvidence of the general run of 
Seamen seems to require an additional degree of 
protection against that Fraud and Pillage, and those 
gross Abuses, to which their total ignorance of the 
means of protecting themselves, their peculiar situa- 
tion, their habits in life, and their thoughtless dispo- 
sition peculiarly expose them. 

Unguarded and unprotected as these careless 
though useful members of the State, are at present, 
it is scarcely a matter of wonder, that they should at- 
tract the notice, and arrest the attention of these 
Harpies, who prey upon the Public in a great Me- 
tropolis, and who are ever to be ſound in all the prin- 
cipal Commercial Towns, ready to advance Money on 

Those who follow the profession of Crimps are, almost without 


exception, Dealers in Scamen's Wages, and Purchasers of Prize. 
MA 7 
— z0ne! © 


Ax<ignments 


— — 


1 
oy 
* 


kx 
2 4 


— 
2" — I — WB 8 4 » 
2 4 — * 
* — * 'S ö 


—— 


1 


+ ihe 
2 


* * 
4 b-4 
SEC 
— * 
— 2 — 
wh SW — = 


rx" "oe 
—— —— x 


520 TREATISE ON 


Assignments being made by Seamen of Wages due; 
or to purchase Prize-money under circumstances 
greatly to the disadvantage of the Seamen with 
whom they connect themselves, always injurious to 
their families, and defeating in the result every means 
which might be established to secure a provision 
against Old Age and Infirmities. 

As the individuals who profess to deal in Seamen's 
Wages, and to purchase Prize-Money at the same 
time, are with some few exceptions, a very deprayed 
Class of Men: It seems highly expedient, that they 
also should be placed under Police Regulations, 
whereby they may be confined to the honest part of 
their profession, and restrained from committing acts 
of Fraud and Oppression.—For this purpose it is 


humbly proposed: 


I5t. That all persons who are in any respect directly or indi- 
rectly concerned in the purchase of Scamen's Wages or 
Prize-money, or who shall, with a view to their own 
benefit and advantage, advance Money to Seamen or 
Mariners, on receiving a Power of Attorney, or Will 
and Power, or other Authority whatever, to receive 
either Wages or Prize-money, shall be annually licen- 
scd by Magistrates, and enter into a recognizance with 


two Sureties for their good behaviour; and that the Ma- 


gistrates Should have power, as in the case of Alehouses, 
to refuse Licences to persons of loose conduct, or noto- 
rious bad character. 

2d. That no Dealer in Seamen's Wages shall be entitled to re- 
ceive a larger Premium than 72 per cent. for the Money 


advanced, besides legal interest, uptil the said Money 
is 
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is refunded ; nor shall any such Dealer purchase the 
Wages due to any Seaman, at a greater discount than 
10 per cent. or charge any advance on the Cloaths or 
Necessaries furnished, under a Penalty of double the 
amount of what has been received, contrary to Law, 
recoverable before any one Magistrate : With powers to 
such Justice, on the Complaint of the Party aggrieved, to 
issue his Warrant, to bring the Offender before him, 
and to convict him on due proof. 


24. That no person dealing in Prize-money due to Seamen, or 
undertaking, by virtue of Powers of Attorney, to receive 
such Prize-money, (other than regular Agents ap- 
pointed by the Captains, Officers, and Ship's Company,) 
Shall be legally entitled to receive either the Wages or 
Prize-money of Seamen, until the Will and Power 
granted shall be first registered in the Merchants“ Sea- 
men's Office, with the Name, Country, and place of 
Nativity, and last Abode of the Seamen, and Security 
given, to render a just and fair account of the Balance 


i 3 due, after allowing the legal Commission for trouble; 
Tr which balance shall be placed to the credit of the Sea- 
n man to whom it belongs, and shall form a Fund under 
r the management of the Institution for the maintenance 
l 2 : of his Family, or his support in Old Age, in such way 
* 2 and manner as the Managers shall judge proper, ac- 
- = | cording to the circumstances of the case; and in cases 
1 2 where after a certain time and due inquiry, no legal 
: 1 Claimants appear, the Money thus obtained shall be ap- 
2 propriated to the Relief of Seatnen in general. 


| These Regulations will operate powerfully in pre- 
= venting the enormous Frauds and Abuses which are 
| committed, and by which the worst and the most 
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criminal Classes in the Community, are suddenly and 
unwarrantably enriched. 

The Purchasers of Seamen's Wages, and of Prize- 
money, are in the habit of going to Gravesend and the 
Nore, when Fleets arrive, and having provided Boats 
they go on board the Ships for the purpose of bring- 
ing the men on shore, that they may avoid the Press. 


They charge them an exorbitant price for landing 


them with their Chests and Bedding, and afterwards 
for conccalment : By entertaining them and furnish- 
ing Lodging, Liquor, and Cloaths, and in many in- 
stances bringing Women to them, the Scamen get 
suddenly in debt. They are then arrested, and when 
locked up and in distress, compelled to give a 77! 
and Powerto the Crimps to receive their Wages, Prize- 
Money, and every thing belonging to them in case they 
should die. The Crimps next procure the Sailors an- 
other Ship, for which the Captain pays them Two 
Guineas Crimpage, and a certain sum in addition is 
paid by the men. When the Sailors go upon their 
new Voyage, the Crimp receives their Wages, Prize- 
Money, &c. and makes what use of their Property 
he pleases. Instances have been known where a Sea- 
man has brought home from 30/. to 40. and in a 


fortnight after he has been 14“. or 15/. in debt. 


Nothing can excced the oppression which these 
poor people suffer, while the Crimps make large 
sums of Money, aud live very extravagantly and 
profuscly. 


It 
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It is also the practice of these Miscreants, besides 
charging 1s. Gd. in the pound for the Money ad- 
vanced, to furnish- Cloaths and other Necessaries, 
charging, (as has been stated to the Author) in many 
instances, from 50 to 100 per cent. on the actual 
Cost, by which the Seamen are suddenly brought in 
debt; and the more so as men coming from long 
Voyages are generally in want of every necessary, and 
in this manner, their hard earnings, notwithstanding 
their high Wages, are speedily squandered, to the 
great injury of theinselves and families. 

This Division of the Subject ought not to be 
closed without noticing that valuable Institution, 
Tur MarixEg SocleETY; which was incorporated 
by the Statute 12 Geo. III. cap. 67.4 In the Pre- 
amble to that Act it is stated, that the Society, from 
the time of its Institution in June 1750, to the time 
of the passing the Act (in 1772) had clothed and 
fitted out five thousand four hundred and fifty- une 
Landmen to serve in the Navy, and also, six thousand 
three hundred and six Boys, as Apprentices to Offi- 
cers in the Royal Navy, and Merchants' Service : 
That the incorporating the Society, and enabling 
them to carry into execution their charitable Designs, 
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(vi8.—* the fitting out and apprenticing or placing 
out poor distressed Boys” in the Navy or Merchant 
Service) would be of great advantage to the Country, 
* as being a means of supplying the Navy in time of 
War, with Seamen properly bred up afid qualified ; 
2nd contributing to the Commercial Interests of the 

| M Nation 
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Nation in time of Peace; and also by assisting the 
inward Police thereof, in providing for the iale, 
and conseguently most dangerous Members of Society:“ 
'The Governors are accordingly incorporated, and 
empowered to clothe and fit out poor distressed Boys, 
and to bind them Apprentices, as Servants to Offi- 
cers in the Navy or Merchant Ships, with consent 
of the Boys' Parents when known. Such Appren- 
tices are exempted from being impressed till they are 
eighteen years old, The Society is governed, and 
its Business managed by a President, six Vice- Presi- 
: dents, and a Committee of Governors, elected an- 
nually at a General Court, of which there are 
four in a year : Their Office is over the Royal Ex- 
change. This Society continues very fully to answel 
the laudable Purposes for which it obtained the Pro- 
tection of the Legislature. 


Of Offences in Nuvigable IRrvers, Dock- Yards, Ss. 


Any person who shall, either by day or night, wil- 
fully or maliciously pull down or otherwise destroy, 
any Lock, Sluice, Flood-gate, or other Work, on 
any Navigable River, crected, or to be erected, by 
Authority of Parliament, or who shall forcibly rescue 
any person being lawfully in custody for such Ot- 
fence, shall be guilty of Felony, without benefit ot 
Clergy, and shall suffer death.—8 Geo. II. cap. 20. 
§ 1. made perpetual by 27 Geo. II. cap. 16. & 1. 

Any person who shall, wilfull y or maliciously, draw 
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or plack up any Flood-gate, fixed or made in any 
Wear or Lock, erected or made by authority of Par- 
liament, upon any Navigable River, shall on con- 
viction before two Justices be committed to the 
House of Correction for one month. —8 Geo. II. 
cap. 20. § 2. | 

Any person who shall steal any Goods, Wares, or 
Merchandise, of the value of 40s. in any Ship, Barge, 
Lighter, Boat, or other Vessel or Craft, upon any 
Navigable River, Port of Entry or Discharge, or in 
any Creek belonging thereto, within Great Britain; 
or shall feloniously steal any Goods, Wares, or Mer- 
chandise, of the value of 40s. on any W harf or Quay 
adjacent to any Navigable River, &c. or shall be pre- 
sent, aiding and assisting, in the commission of such 
Offences, shall be excluded ſrom the beneſit of 
Clergy, and shall suffer Death. — 24 Geo. II, cap. 45. 

The Laus at present existing, with respect to the 
embezzling of Public Stores in Dock-yards, &c. and 
their insufficiency to the object of prevention, have 
been already stated, and made the subject of discus- 
»ion, by the Author of this Work, in Chapter IX, 
of the TazATISE on the POLICE of the METROPOLIS, 
it is, therefore, at present only necessary to refer the 
Reader to that Volume. Sce particularly page 
201—203. 

In the year 1795, an Act was passed (35 Geo. III, 
cap. 58.) for the registering of all Boats, Barges, 
and other Vessels, exceeding 13 Tons burthen: (and 
dot belonging to the Royal Family, nor being 
* M 2 Pleasure- 
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Pleasure-Boats.) 'The Preamble of this Act recited, 
“That it was expedient to ascertain the quantity of 
Vessels employed in the Inland Trade and Naviga- 
tion of Great Britain, and the number of Men re- 
tained in navigating the same.” It appears, how- 
ever, to have been principally a measure of Revenue; 
as Vessels worked without being registered, were di- 
rected to be forfeited; and the Penaltics were reco- 
verable, as in cases of Offences against the Excise 
Laws; and surveying Officers appointed by the Ad- 
miralty to seize unregistered Vessels were to be re- 
warded by a share of the produce of the Seizure. 

Under this Act, all Boats, Barges, &c. were to be 
registered with the Clerks of the Peace, and the 
Burthen, Owner's Name, and Place of Abode, &c. 
were to be painted on the outside of the Stern, on 
Penalty from 20/. to 5/. 

The continuance of the Act was declared to be till 
April 5, 1798, and to the end of the then next Ses- 
sion of Parliament. This Law does not appear to 
have been continued, nor to be now in force. The 
time for registering Vessels was enlarged by F 3. of 
cap. 112 of the same Session. 


A General View of the Nature and Principle of the 
Nawgalim Acts. 


The present condition of our Marine (Says Black- 
Stone) is in a great measure owing to the salutary 


Provisions of the Statutes galled the Navigation Acts ; 
whereby 


* 
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whereby the constant increase of English Shipping 
and Seamen was not only encouraged, but rendered 
unavoidably necessary. By Statute 5 Richard II. 
cap. 3, in order to augment the Navy of England, 


then greatly diminished, it was ordained, that © none of 


the King's leige People should ship any Merchandise 
out of or into the Realm, but only in Ships of the 
King's Leigeance, on pain of forfeiture.” In the next 
year by Statute 6 Richard II. cap. 8, this wise pro- 
vision was enervated, by only obliging the Merchants 
to give English Ships (if able and sufficient) the pre- 
ference. But the most beneficial Statute for the 
Trade and Commerce of these Kingdoms 1s that 
Navigation Act, the rudiments of which were first 
framed in 1650, with a narrow partial View; being 
intended to mortify our own Sugar Islands, which 
were disaffected to the Parliament, and still held out 
for Charles II. by stopping the gainful Trade which 
they carried on with the Dutch, and at the same time 
to clip the wings of those our opulent and aspiring 
neighbours. This prohibited all Ships of Foreign 
Nations from trading with any English Plantations, 
without Licence from the Council of State: In 1651, 
the prohibition was extended also to the Mother- 
Country; and no Goods were suffered to be im- 
ported into {5g/ard, or any of its Dependencies, in 
any other than English Bottoms ; or in the Ships of 
that European Nation, of which the Merchandise 
imported was the genuine growth or manufacture. 
At the Restoration the former Provisions were con- 


tinued 
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tinued by Statute 12 Charles II. cap. 18, with this 
very material improvement, that the Master and 
three-fourths of the Mariners shall also be Eng/:sh 
Subjects, under forfeiture of the Ship, and all Goods 
Imported or exported. 

This latter Provision is confirmed by the Statute 
34 Geo. III. cap. 68, It is, however, occasionally re- 
laxed in time of War: As in the instance of the 
Statute 33 Geo. III. cap. 20, which permits (during 
the present War) even three-fourths of the Mariners 
to be Foreigners. And by Statute 37 Geo. III. 
cap. 117, certain indulgences are allowed to the 
Fast-India Company, with respect to Foreign Vessels 
in the Country Trade in the East-Indies, 

It has been stated and recognised by very respect- 
able authority,“ that the fundamental principles of our 
Commercial Jurisprudence, will be found chiefly in the 
Acts 12 Charles II. (cap. 18;) 13 and 14 Charles II. 
(cap. 11.) 22 and 23 Charles II. (cap. 26.) 25 
Charles II. (cap. 7.) and 7 and 8 William III. 
(cap. 22.) which latter Act has been greatly extended 
and improved by the Act 26 Geo. III. cap. 60. 

By this Act (20 Geo. III. cap. 60.) Every Ship or 
Vessel having a Deck, or being of the Burthen of 
15 Tons, and belonging to a subject in Great Bri- 
tain or Ireland, Guernsey, Jersey, or the Ile of Man, 
or any Colony, Plantation, Island, or Territory to his 


See the Evidence of Mr. Irving the Inspector-General of Great 
Britain, before the Finance Committee of che Heute of Commons in 
their 4th Report Appendix, L. z. 
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Majesty belonging, must be registered by the person 
claiming Property therein; who is to obtain a Cer- 
tificate of such Registry, in the Port to which the 
Ship or Vessel properly belongs; and the Certificate 
is to distinguish the Ship or Vessel, under one of 
these two Classes; Certificates of Britzsh Plantation 
Registry, or, Certificates of Foreign Ships Registry, 


for the European Trade British Property. 


No Ship is to be permitted to clear out as a Brilish- 
built Ship, or a British Ship, nor to be entitled to 
the privileges of a Bri4ish-built Ship, or a Bruish 
Ship, unless the Owner has obtained a Certificate of 
Registry ; and any Ship parting from Port without 
being so registered, and obtaining such a Certificate, 
shall be forfeited. 

Every Ship, not entitled to the Privileges of a Bri- 
!ish-built Ship, or a British Ship, and every Ship 201 
register ed as aforesaid, is deemed, although it may be- 
long to Brilish Subjects, to all intents and purposes, 
to be an Alien or Fortign Sup. 

As often as the Master of a Ship is changed, a Me- 
morandum thereof is to be endorsed on the Certifi- 
cate by the proper Officer of the Customs. 

The Owners to cause the Name by which a Ship 
is registered to be painted in a conspicuous part of 
the Stern, and such name is not to be changed. 

If a Certificate of Registry is lost or mislaid, or if 
any Ship shall be altered in Form or Burthen, or from 
any denomination of Vessel to another, by rigging or 

fitting, 
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fitting, she must be registered de novo, and a new 
Certificate granted. 

Masters of Ships are, on demand, to produce the 
Certificates to the principal Officer in any Port 
within the King's Dominions, or to the British Con- 
sul or chief Officer in any Foreign Port, on Penalty 
of 100/,—All Penalties and Forfeitures under this 
Act are to be sued for and recovered in Courts of Re- 
cord, as in cases of Offences against the Customs: 
Officers seizing are to be rewarded as in the case of 
unlawful Importation. 

The Act 34 Geo. III. cap. 68, contains several ts 
gulations to enforce the foregoing Provisions. The 
Acts above cited also contain Regulations as to the 
Transfer of Property in Ships ; which must in all 
cases be made by Bill of Sale or Instrument in Wri- 
ting; and an acknowledgement and particulars of 
the change of property must be indorsed on the Cer- 
tificate of Registry. 

The prominent Features of the whole of this nau- 
tical Code, have, on the very respectable Authority 
already quoted, (see page 533) been stated to be as 
follows, 

Virst, The sccuring to our own Shipping, as far as 
circumstances would sately permit, /%e carrymg 
Trade, as the great source of our Naval Strength : 
Secondly, The confining our Trade, as much as possi- 
ble, without exciting Jealousy in our Neighbours, to 


the Capital of our own Merchants, by excluding Fo- 
| reigners, 
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reigners, who are not the Subjects of the Countries, 
of which the Articles are the Growth, Produce, or 
Manufacture, from becoming the intermediate Nego- 
ciators: and Thirdly, The encouragement of our 
own Manufactures, by checking, through the means 
of absolute prohibitions, or high duties, the introduc- 
tion into the home markets of such Articles of 
Foreign Manufacture, as might rival our own, espe- 
cially those in a progressive state of improvement. 

Under the operation of these great fundamental 
Laus (it seems universally admitted that) our Trade, 
our Navigation, our Revenue, and our Manufac- 
tures, have flourished beyond the example of all 
other nations, 

Commerce early became an object of great impor- 
tance in this Kingdom ; and as the Merchants in all 
Countries possess a large proportion of the circulating 
medium, it was natural for the Government to look to 
imposts on Trade as a source of Revenue. Thus a 
System of Taxation was established, at a period almost 
cocyal with the commencement of our Trade, and 
has been progressively extended ever since. In 1797, 
about nine millions of the gross, or seyen millions of 
the net Revenue of Great Britain were drawn from 
Duties on Imports and Exports. | 

Besides the Acts above generally alluded to, several 
others, passed from time to time, and of a temporary 
and confined nature, require the continued attention 
of the Merchant and Ship-Owner. They will be 
bound detailed at length with great accuracy in 
Steele's Ship-Master's Assistant. The general prin- 
ciples 
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ciples and bearings of them are admirably explained. 
in Reeves's History of the Law of Shipping and Navi. 
gation, and very clearly arranged and abridged in 
Ine Law Dictionary, under the title Nawigation- 
Acts. 


The Revenue Laws, 


The general nature of the Duty of Ship-Masters 
and Ship-Owners, &c. as relates to the Revenue, 
has been already explained in Chapter XIV. p. 389, 
&c. To what is there said, it does not at present 
seem necessary to add any thing more than the ſol- 
lowing short Extracts of a Law, which extends to all 
the Ports of the Kingdom. 

By the Act 13 and 14 Charles IT. cap. 11, Every 
Ship-Master shall within three days of his arrival from 
parts beyond the Seas, make Entry at the Custom- 
house (in London,) upon Oath, of the Burthen, Con- 
tents, and Lading of such Ship, with the Marks, 
Numbers, Qualities, &c. of every Parcel of Goods, to 
the best of his knowledge ; also, where she took in 
her Lading, of what Country built, how Manncd, 
who was Master during the Voyage, and who are 
Owners. And in all Ontports of the Kingdom or 
their Members, shall come directly up to the place of 
Unlading, as the condition of the Port requires, and 
make Entries as aforesaid, on Penalty of 1004. 

By$ 3 of the same Act, No Master of any Ship, 
whether British or Foreign, bound for parts beyond 
the Seas, sball ship any English Goods to be ex- 


ported, until he shall have entered such Ship at the 
Custom- 
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Custom- house of the Port of Lading, together with 
the Name of such Ship-Master, the Burthen of the 
Ship, the Number of Guns and Ammunition, and to 
what part she intends to sail, and before she shall de- 
part shall deliver at the Custom-house a Content of 
the Names of every Person who shall have put on 
board any such Goods, together with the Marks and 
Numbers, and shall publicly, in the Custom- house, 
upon Oath, to the best of his knowledge, answer such 
Questions, as shall be demanded concerning such 
Goods, on pain of 1001. And no Captain of any 
Ship of War, wherein Goods shall have been brough: 
from beyond Sea, shall suffer to be discharged into 
any Lighter, or lade on Land any Goods, before such 
Captain shall have declared under his band, to the 
Officers appointed at the Custom-house, the Names 
of every Lader of Goods, together with the Number 
and Marks, and the Quantity and Quality of every 
Parcel to the best of his knowledge, and shall have 
answered upon Oath, such Questions concerning 
such Goods as shall be publicly required, at the Cus- 
tom- house; and shall be liable to all Searches and 
other Rules, which Merchant-Ships are subject to, 
by the usage of the Custom-house (Victualling Bills 
and Entering excepted) under Penalty of 100ʃ. 


Of the Laws respecling Quarantine. 


The most unportant of these 1s the Statute 
26 Geo. II. cap. 6. which is explained by 29 Geo. II. 
cup, 8. and further enforced by 28 Geo. III. cap. 34. 

and 
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and 38 Geo. III. cap. 33. In these Acts, and the 
Act 12 Geo. III. cap. 57, are contained Provisions 
for purchasing and building Lazaretto's. The Sys- 
tem is, however, by no means complete, especially 
as regards the latter particular; as instead of Land 
Lazarettos, Vesscls are made use of in a way which 
perhaps tends rather to the increasing than the pre- 
venting of the danger to be apprehended from this 
dreadful malady.* 

The following Regulations in these Statutes re- 
quire the attention of Ship-Masters, —“ All Vessels 
arriving, Persons coming, and Goods imported, into 
Great Britain, or the Isles of Guernsey, Jersey, &c. 
from Places whence bis Majesty, by advice of his 
Council, may judge it probable the Infection of the 
Plague may be brought, shall be obliged to make 
their Quarantine in such place, and in such manner, 
and for such time, as directed by order of Council, 
notified by Proclamation, or published in the London 
Gazette; and all Persons and Goods on board such 
Vessel, and all Vesscls, Boats, or Persons, receiving 
any Goods or Persons ont of the same, are to be sub- 
ject to the same Orders —.“ 

The Orders of Council on this subject vary ac- 
cording to the Exigency of Circumstances. Those 


See the 23d Report of the Finance Committce of the Hons? of 
Commons. Ard the Appendix thereto; B. (7) B. (8) B. (.) as t6 
the Quaraniine Service at Hull, Liverpool, and Partsmouth, 
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at present existing will be found in Steele's Ship- 
Master's Assislant. 

Ships or Vessels bound to the Port of London, or 
any Member, Creeks, or other Parts thereof, or to 
the River Thames or Medway must perform their 
Quarantine in Standgate Creek. 

If the Plague actually appears on board any Ves- 
sel, being to the northward of Cape Finisterre, the 
Commander is immediately to procced to the harbour 
of St. Helen's Pool, between the Islands of St. 
Helen's Teen, and North Withel, (being off the 
Islands of Scilly,) or to such other place as his Ma- 
jesty in Council, shall from time to time appoint; 
where being arrived, the Master shall make known 
his case, to an Officer of the Customs, who is to ac- 
quaint some Custom-house Officer of a near Port in 
England with it, and he is with all speed to send in- 
telligence thereof, to one of the principal Secretaries 
of State, The Ship must wait until his Majesty's 
pleasure is known, and none of the Crew must go on 
shore. In case the Commander . cannot make the 
Island of Scilly, or is forced up either of the Channels, 
he must not enter into any Port, but remain in some 
open Road till he receive Orders from his Majesty 
or Privy Council; and must take care to prevent any 
one from going out of the Ship, and avoid all inter- 
course wich other Ships or Persons. The Master or 
any other Person on board, ſor disobedience herein, 
incurs the punishment of Felony, without benefit of 

Clergy; 
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Clergy ; for which he may be tried in the County 
where the Offence is committed, or where he is 
apprehended. 

When any Place is infected with the Plague; 
or when any Order made by his Majesty concerning 
Quarantine, if any Vessel attempt to enter into any 
Port in Great Britain, &c. the principal Officer of 
the Customs, or Person appointed to see Quarantine 
performed, must go off, or cause some other Person 
8 to do, and, at convenient distance, demand the 
Name of the Ship aud Commander; at what Place 


the Cargo was taken on board; what Places she 


touched at in her Voyage ; and whether any and 
which of them were infected with the Plague; how 
long she had been on her Passage; how many Per- 
sous were on board when she set sail; whether any, 
and what Persons on board, during the Voyage, had 
been, or are, infected with the Plague; how many 
died in the Voyage, and of what Distemper ; what 
Vessels he, or any of his Ship's Company with his 
privity, went on board, or had any of their Company 
come on board his Vessel, in the Voyage; to what 
Place such Vessels belonged ; and finally, the true 
Contents of his Lading, to the best of his knowledge. 
If it appears that any Person on board is infected, 
or the Ship is obliged to perform Quarantine, the 
Officers of his Majesty's Ships of War, Forts, or Gar- 
risous, or any other Officers, arc, upon notice given 
them, to oblige her to go to the Place appointed for 
that purpose, by any Force or Violence necessary. 


And 


— 
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And if the Vessel came from a Place infected, or has 
any body on board infected, the Commander, or Per- 
son on board having charge, concealing it, is made 
guilty of Felony, without benefit of Clergy, and not 
making a true discovery in any other the aforesaid 
particulars forfeits 200/. recoverable in the superior 
Courts of Record, or the proper Courts in Jersey, &c. 

Every Commander of a Vessel ordered to per- 
ſorm Quarantine, upon his arrival at the Place, is to 
deliver to the chief Officer appointed to see Quaran- 
tine performed, such Bill of Health or Manifest, as 
he has received from any British Consul, during his 
Voyage, together with his Log-Book and Journal, on 
forfeiture of 500. recoverable in the same manner. 

« Every Commander of a Vessel having notice to 
perform Quarantine, if he goes on shore, or on board 
any other Vessel, or knowingly suffer any Seamen or 
Passenger to do so (without Licence) before Qua- 
rantine is duly performed, or does not cause the Ves- 
sel and her Lading to be conveyed to the Places ap- 
pointed for that purpose, respectively, within conve- 
nient time, after due notice, shall forfeit 500%. for 
every Offence ; and any person so quitting the Ves- 
sel may be compelled to return on board, and for 
every Offence is to suffer six months' imprisonment, 
and {orteit 200/. recoverable as beſore- mentioned.“ 

Ita Pilot quits the Ship, contrary to an Order of 
the King in Council, though perhaps he is liable to 
the last mentioned Penalty; yet under the first 
Clause of Statute 26 Geo, II. cap. 6. which contains 

a general 
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a general Prohibition, without any particular Penalty, 
he may be indicted for a Misdemcanor, and punished 
at the discretion of the Court. 

The proper Officers authorised to put in exe- 
cution the Orders of his Majesty in Council, are to 
compel Persons obliged to perform Quarantine to re- 
pair, and cause the Goods comprised in that order to 
be conveyed to the Houses, Lazarettos, or other 
places provided for their reception. 

& Persons wilfully refusing or neglecting to repair 
thither, within convenient time after due notice, or 
escaping, or attempting to escape, from thence be- 
fore Quarantine is duly performed, may be compelled 
to repair or return thither, by such force as the case 
may require; and the person so reſusing or neglect- 
ing to repair thither, or actually escaping from thence, 
is to be adjudged guilty of Felony, without benefit 
of Clergy. 

Any Person not infected, entering into a House, 
Lazaretto, or other place, while Persons infected with 
the Plague, or under Quarantine, are there, and at- 
tempting to return from thence, (unless by proper 
Licence,) may be compelled by the Watchinan or 
Guard upon duty to return thither and perform Qua- 
rantine ; and, in case of actual escape before it is 
duly performed, shall be adjudged guilty of Felony, 
without benefit of Clergy. 

Any Officer of the Customs, or other Person, whose 
business it is to execute the Orders concerning Qua— 
rantine, for every wiltu! breach or neglect of duty, is 

i to 
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to forfeit his Office, and be incapable of a new Grant 
thereof, and also forfeit 100. (recoverable as before- 
mentioned;) and for embezzling or wilfully damaging 
any Goods under his direction, is liable to treble Da- 
mages and full Costs. 

« After Quarantine has been duly performed by any 
Vessel or Person, upon proof by the Oaths of the 
Master, and two of the Persons belonging to the 
Vessel, or of two Witnesses, before the Customer, 
&c. of the Port where it was performed, or of the next 
Port, or of a Justice of the Peace near such Port, or 
two Jurats or Magistrates of Jersey, &c. that such 
Vessel and Persons have duly performed Quarantine, 
and are free from Infection ; and after producing a 
Certificate to that purpose, from the chief Officer 
who superintended the Quarantine ; the Persons be- 
fore whom the proof is made, are to give a Certificate 
thereof, and the Vessels and Persons are liable to no 
farther detention, 

Any Person demanding or taking any Fee or Re- 
ward for any Oath, Order, or Certificate, directed by 


this Act, forfeits 1001. recoverable with treble Costs, 


in the same manner as other Penalties. 

Any Person directed to see Quarantine duly per- 
formed, or appointed as a Watchman, deserting from 
his duty, or knowingly suffering any Person, Ship, 
or Goods, to depart or be conveyed from the place 
appointed ſor the performance of Quarantine, unless 
by proper Licence; or any Person giving a false Cer- 
liſicate of a Ship's having duly performed her Qua- 
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rantine, is to suffer Death, as in cases of Felony, 
without benefit of Clergy. 

Any Person wilfully concealing from the Officers 
of Quarantine, or clandestinely conveying any Letters, 
Goods, or Merchandise, from a Ship under or liable 
to perform Quarantine, or from any other place where 
Goods are performing Quarantine, shall suffer death, 
as in cases of Felony, without benefit of Clergy. 

„When any part of Great Britain, Ireland, &c. or 
France, Spain, Portugal, or the low Countries, is in- 
fected with the Plague, bis Majesty may, by Procla- 
mation, prohibit any small Boat or Vessel, under the 
burthen of 20 Tons, from going out of any Port of 
Great Britain, &c. until Security is given by the 
Master, in the Penalty of 3007. that she shall not go 
to, or touch at, any Country, Port, or Place, men- 
tioned for that purpose in such Proclamation ; and 
that no Person on board the Ship, shall go on board 
any other Vessel at Sea; and that he shall not suffer 
any person to come on board her ſrom any other 
Vessel at Sea; and that he shall not receive any 
Goods or Merchandise out of any other Vessel: Any 
Boat or Vessel, going out before such Security is 
given, shall be forfeited, and the Master and every 
Mariner convicted of sailing in her, by the Oath of 
one credible Witness, before a justice of the Peace, 
where the Offender is found (or by the Courts in 
Jersey, &c.) shall forfeit 20/, leviable by Distress and 
Sale; and for want of Distress, the Offender shall be 
committed to Prison for three months.“ 

In addition to the foregoing Rules, the principal 

2 Officer 
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Officer of the Customs, or such person as shall be au- 
thorised to see Quarantine duly performed, is em- 
| powered by 28 Geo. III. cap. 34, to demand of the 
| Commander of any Ship attempting to enter into 
; any Port in Great Britain, Ireland, &c. a true account 
of the following particulars ; (that is to say,) whether 
his Ship or Vessel touched at the Isle of Rhodes, 
the Morea, or any part of the Coast of Africa, within 
the Mediterranean or Levant Seas, or the Port of 
Mogadore ; or whether any of the Ship's Company, 
or any other person on board his Ship or Vessel, had, 
during the Voyage homeward, in any manner what- 
ever, any communication with any Ship or Vessel 
coming from any of those Countries? What Pilot 
or Pilots, or other Person from the Shores of Great 
Britain, Scilly, &c. have been on board his Ship or 
Vessel, or had any communication with his Ship's 
Company in any manner whatever during the Voyage 
homewards ? And whether any of his Ship's Com- 
pany had been sick, and of what disorder, in the 
course of a Voyage, or were so at the time the parti- 
culars are demanded ? And in case such Com- 
mander shall give a false Answer to any of the Par- 
ticulars, he shall forfeit 2000. recoverable as under the 
former Act. 

By 38 Geo. III. cap. 33. § 2, If any Pilot shall 
conduct any Ship or Vessel liable to the perform- 
ance of Quarantine into any place which shall not 
be appointed for the reception of Ships and Vessels 

NN 2 50 
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so liable to the performance of Quarantine, unless 


compelled by Stress of Weather, such Pilot shall for- 
feit 1001. recoverable as under the Revenue Laws. 

By the same Act, that and all former Acts regard- 
ing Quarantine, shall extend to all Diseases, which 
shall at any time be declared infectious by Proclama- 
tion, or by Publication in the Gazette, whether such 
Diseases be denominated the Plague or not. 


Regi lations regpecting C ONVIYS. 


By Statute 33 Geo. III. cap. 66. § 8, If the 
Captain of any Merchant-Ship under Convoy, shall 
wilfully disobey signals or instructions, or any other 
lawful command of the Commander of the Convoy, 
or shall desert the Convoy without leave, he shall be 
liable to be articled against in the High Court of Ad- 
miralty for such disobedience, and, upon conviction 
thereof, shall be fined at the discretion of the Court, 
in any sum not exceeding 500/. and shall suffer such 
imprisonment, not exceeding one year, as the said 
Court shall adjudge. 

By the Statute 38 Geo. III. cap. 76, * For the 
better protection of the Trade of this Kingdom, &ec." 
generally known by the name of the Convoy Act, the 
Preamble of which recites, that © it will add to the 
Security of Trade, to prevent Ships from sailing with- 
out Convoy,” it is enacted, That no British Vessel 
[except such as are not required to be registered; or 

such 
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such as are licenced by the Admiralty to sail without 
Convoy ; or are proceeding to join Convoy ; or such 
as are bound to any Port in Ireland; or Coasting 
Vessels ; or East-India or Hudson's Bay Ships ; and 
in certain cases (by 39 Geo. III. cap. 32.) Newfound- 
land Ships] shall in future sail or depart from any 
Port or Place whatever, unless under the Convoy or 
Protection of Ships appointed for that purpose. | 
The Master or Commander of every such Ship or 
Vessel which shall sail under Convoy shall use his. 
utmost endeavours to continue therewith during the 
whole of the Voyage, or such part thereof, as such 
Convoy shall be directed to accompany such Ship or 
Vessel, and shall not wiltully separate therefrom upon 
any pretence whatever, without order or leave from 
the Othcer commanding such Convoy. | 
Any Master or Commander who shall, contrary to 
the Act, sail without Convoy, or shall afterwards de- 
sert or wilfully separate or depart from the same, 
without leave obtained from the Officer entrusted 
with the charge thereof, before such Ship or Vessel 
Shall have arrived at the port or place of her desti- 
nation, or so far on her Voyage as such Convoy shall 
be directed to accompany and protect her, shall for- 
feit for every Offence, 1000/.: And in case the 
whole or any part of the Cargo of such Ship or Ves- 
sel shall consist of Naval or Military Stores, he 
shall forfeit 1500/, But the Court in which any 


5 Action or Suit for the Recovery of the Penalty shall 
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be tried, may mitigate the same, so as not to be less 
than 50. 

The Clause in 33 Geo. III. c. 66. noticed in p. 548, 
is, by this Convoy Act, ordered to be painted on a 
board, and fixed in some conspicuous part of every 
Merchant-Ship, on penalty of 50/. 

In case of any Ship's sailing without Convoy all 
Policies of Insurance made thereon, or on Goods 
laden therein, by any Person privy to her sailing 
without Convoy, are declared null and void ; and 
a penalty of 200/, is imposed on Parties to such In- 
surance, or Brokers, settling or paying any loss 
thereon. 

Previous to clearing out from the Port, the Mas- 
ter or Commander must give Bond at the Custom- 
house, with one Surety in a penalty equal to the 
value of the Ship, not to sail without Convoy, nor 
to depart therefrom; and this extends to Ships 
clearing out in order to join Convoy. 

The Penalties are recoverable by Action in the 
superior Courts. 


Of oblaining Letters of Marque: and the Regulations 
to be observed in Conseguence. 


By Statute 33 Geo, III. cap. 66. 15, All Ap- 
plications to the Admiralty to obtain Letters of 
Marque must be made in writing, setting forth the 
exact description of the Vessel, speciſying her Name 

and 
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and Burthen, Built, number of Guns, to what Place be- 
longing, Owners' Names, and number of the Crew. 
All these particulars are to be inserted in the Letter 
of Marque, which is to be produced by the Com- 
mander to the Collector, Customer, or Searcher at 
the Port, from which the Ship shall be first fitted 
out; who is to examine the Vessel, and grant a Cer- 
tificate of the Vessel's being of equal or greater force 
than stated; such Certificate to be deemed a neces- 
sary Clearance before the Ship's being permitted to 
sail: A Penalty of -1000/. is imposed on the Com- 
mander sailing without such Certificate, or with a 
force inferior to that specified in the Letter of 
Marque : Recoverable in any Court of Record ; 
and also, not more than one year's imprisonment at 
the discretion of the Court. 

By § 19 of the same Act, the Letter of Marque 
shall be forfeited in casc of any Offences by the 
Owners or Commander of the Vesscl, against the 
Revenue Laws. 

By F 8 of 37 Geo. III. cap. 109. (for amending the 
foregoing Act 33 Geo. III. cap. 66.) the Commander 
of every Letter of Marque is directed to keep a Jour- 
nal, containing an exact account of his daily Trans- 
actions, the capture of Prizes, and disposal thereof, 
and all information which he can obtain as to the 
Enemies' Fleets, their Force, Destination, &. On 
lis arrival at any Port of his Majesty's Dominions, he 
is to deliver up this Journal to the Chief Officer of 

the 
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the Customs, and verify the Contents on Oath. This 
Journal is by the Custom-house Officer to be trans- 
mitted to the Admiralty with an account of the Crew, 
&c. who are to be mustered on board in the Port, by 
the Tide-Surveyor. A new Certificate is to be 
granted by the Custom-house Officer of the Ship's 
being properly manned and armed : A Penalty of 
100/. recoverable in any Court of Record, is im- 
posed on the Custom-house Officer giving a false 
Certificate. 

By § 9 of the same Act, directions are given for 
the conduct of Commanders on meeting Ships of 
| War, or in the Service of the Revenue ; to the Cap- 
4 tains of whom they are to produce their Journal, as 
AH also to British Consuls at Foreign Ports, who are to 
2 | act as Custom- house Officers are directed to do in 


1 I 
. British Ports. 
| 


A Penalty of 500/. recoverable in any Court of Re- 
cord, is impossed on the Commanders of Letters of 
| Marque, neglecting or transgressing any of the fore- 
if going Regulations ; and on swearing falsely they are 
liable to the Penalties of Perjury. By any such 

neglect or transgression the Letters of Marque also 
become null and void. 

It may be proper also in this place to notice the 
| restrictions on ransoming Ships, captured either from 
. or by the Enemy. 

a By the said Statute 33 Geo. III. cap. 66. § 36, 
4 Any Commander of any Privateer, who shall agree 
| for 
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for the ransom of any Ship, Vessel, or Cargo, or any 
part thereof, after the same shall have been taken as a 
Prize, and shall in pursuance thereof, actually quit, 
set at liberty, or discharge any such Prize, instead of 
bringing the same into some Port, (unless in case of 
extreme necessity, to be allowed by the Courts of Ad- 
miralty,) shall forfeit his Letter of Marque, and 
shall be punished by Fine and Imprisonment, at the 
discretion of the Court. 

The 37th Section of the said Act provides, that it 
shall not be lawful for any Subjects to ransom, or con- 
tract, or agree to ransom, any British Ship or Vessel, or 
any Merchandise or Goods on board the same, cap- 
tured by the Subjects of any State at War with his 
Majesty, or by any Persons committing Hostihties 
against his Majesty's Subjects. 

All Contracts and Agreements entered into, and 
all Bills, Notes, and other Securities, given by any 
Person, for Ransom of any Ship or Vessel, Mer- 
chandise or Goods on board the same, are (by 
$ 38 of the Act) declared to be absolutely null 
and void. | 

Any Person who shall ransom, or contract, or 
agree to ransom, any such Ship or Vessel, Mer- 
chandise, or Goods on board the same, shall, for every 
such Offence, forfeit 500/. recoverable with full 
Costs of Suit, in any Court of Record. 


Respecting 
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Respecling Pilotage. 


In addition to what is stated in page 345, as to 
Pilots under the Jurisdiction of the Trinity-House, 
for Ships down the Thames, it is to be observed, that 
by the Statute 3 Geo. I. cap. 13. (now in force till 
March 25, 1806) no Persons are permitted to pilot 
any Ships from Dover, Deal, or the Isle of Thanet, 
to any place in the Rivers Thames or Medway, but 
such as have been examined and approved by the 
Trmity-House of Dover, &c. and admitted into that 
Society; on Penalty, for the first Offence, of 10/, 
the second 200. and for every subsequent one 40/, 
recoverable in the Court of Admiralty of the Cinque 
Ports, or in the superior Courts of Record. Masters 
or Mates of Vessels, or Part-Owners residing at Deal 
may pilot their own Vessels. And it a qualified 
Pilot is not ready within one hour, no Penalty at- 
taches for employing a Pilot not of the Trinity- 
House. Masters may choose their Pilots, and if a 
Pilot is not employed at least twice a year, he is not 
to continue in the Society. 


The Prices of Pilotage are also settled by this Act, 
viz:.— 


| fo 1. d. 
For Vessels drawing Seven Foot Water 3 10 0 


For Vessels drawing Eight Foot Water 4 0 0 


and 
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and 10s. additional, for every additional Foot in the 
Draft of Water, to seventeen Foot, for which the 
Rate is 8/, 10s. from Dover, Deal, or the Isle of 
Thanet, to any Place in the Thames or Medway :— 
No Allowance to be made for odd Inches. 

A Pilot losing a Ship is for ever after incapacitated 
from acting. The number of Pilots is not to be less 
than One Hundred and Twenty, and their Names 
are every Lady-day to be fixed up in the Custom- 
Houses at London and Dover. 

By the same Act all disputes relative to the Sal- 
vage of Anchors, Cables, &c. are to be determined 
(in twelve hours' time) by three Persons appointed 
by the Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports. 

By F 14 of the Statute 7 Geo. I. cap. 21, The 
Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports, with the assent 
of the Commissioners of Load-manage, and of the 
Trinity-House, at a Court of Load-manage, is em- 
powered to make Orders and Regulations for the 
better Government of these Pilots. 

The Pilots in the Port of Liverpool have been re- 
gulated by Acts of Parliament, the last now in force 
is that of 37 Geo. III. cap. 78, of which an Ab- 
tract 15 given in Seel s Ship-Master's Assisſaut. 


Of the Liability of Owners of Ships, for Losses or 
Embezzlement of Goods. 


On this Subject there are two Statutes requiring: 


the attention of Owners and Freighters. 
The 
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The first of these is the Statute 7 Geo. II. cap. 15, 
the Preamble to which recites it to be. ©& of the 
greatest importance to this Kingdom to promote the 
increase of Shipping, and to prevent any discourage- 
ment to Merchants, &c. concerned therein : That it 
had been held, that in many cases Owners of Ships 
were answerable for Goods shipped on board, although 
the same were made away with by the Master or 


Mariners, without the knowledge or privity of the 


Owners, by which means Persons were discouraged 
from adventuring their Fortunes as Owners of Ships ; 
which would necessarily tend to the prejudice of 
Trade and Navigation:“ For ascertaining and sct- 
tling the question, thereforc, it 1s enacted, that in 
future no Owner shall be liable to make good any 
Loss or Damage, by reason of any embezzlement, 
Sccreting, or making away, by ihe Master or Mariners, 
of any Gold, Silver, Jewels, or other Goods, or for 
any Act, Damage, or Forfeiture, occasioned or in- 
curred by the Master or Mariners, without the pri- 
vity and knowledge of such Owner, he-y-nd the value 
of the Ship, and the Freight for the Voyage. 

By the Statute 26 Geo. III. cap. 86, to explain 
and amend the foregoing Act, after reciting the above 
Provision, and that all Masters, Captains, and 
Owners were by Law respectively liable to answer for 
the value of Geods shipped, notwithstanding they 
were lost by Rybbery, Fire, or other Accident; other 
than by the King's Enemies, the Perils of the Sea, 


or the Act of Gop, or unless the Master or some of 
the 
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the Ship's Company were privy to such Robbery ; in 
which case alone, the responsibility of the Owners 
was by. the former Act limited to the value of the. 
Ship and Freight: To prevent, therefore, the re- 
sponsibility to which the Owners, &c. still continued 
exposcd, it is enacted, That no Owner of any Ship or 
Vessel shall be liable to answer for any Loss or Da- 
mage, by reason of any Robbery, Embezzlement, 
Sccreting, or making away with of any Gold, 
Silver, Jewels, or Merchandise, shipped on board any 
Vessel, or for any Act, Damage, or Forfeiture, occa- 
Sioned or incurred without the Privily of s1ch Oruners, 
beyond the value of the Ship and Freight, although 
the Master or Mariners are not concerned 1n or privy 
to such Robbery : Nor for any Loss or Damage to 
any Goods or Merchandise whatsocver, by reason or 
means of any Hire happening on board the Ship: 
Nor for any Gold, Silver, Watches, or Jewels, unless 
the nature and value of them is, at the time of their 
shipping, inserted in the Bill of Lading, or otherwise 
declared in Writing, by the Shipper to the Owners 
or Master of the Ship. 

These Acts also provide, that if 3 Proprie- 
tors of Goods should happen to suffer by such Rob- 
bery, Embezzlement, &c. and the whole value of the 
Ship and Freight should not be sufficient to compen- 
sate all their Losses the Proprietors shall be satisfied in 
average Proportion to the amount of the Losses; and 
that to ascertain the amount and proportion of such 


Losses, either the Freighters or the Owners may file 
a Bill 
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a Bill of Disevovery, in any Court of Equity. The 
Owners, on exhibiting every such Bill, are to swear, 
that they are not guilty of any collusion on the 
Subject. x 

It is expressly declared, that the Acts shall not 
lessen or discharge any remedy against the Master ot 
Mariners. 


Tuvs has the Author endeavoured to bring under 
the review of his Commercial and Nautical Readers, 
that species of Information with respect to the Laws 
of Commerce, Shipping, and Navigation, which can- 
not fail to be interesting, and of course likely to be 
useful and advantageous. 

The mass of Information, which is thus compressed 
within so narrow compass, will prove also a conve- 
nience to Men of Business, whose time does not ad- 
mit of that minute Investigation, to which it is only 
necessary to resort, where cases occur requiring legal 
discussion. | 

As a Directory through the Labyrinth of Commer- 
cial and Nautical Jurisprudence, this General View 
will be found desireable. It will require but a very 
Short time to fix upon the mind a knowledge of what 
is required of Commercial and Nautical Men to per- 
form ; while a Beacon is held out, shewing the Pains 
and Penalties which it is necessary to avoid. 


In no Work, which has come under the Author's 
notice, 
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notice, has the same comprehensive View been given 
of this interesting Subject, which may not be the less 
valuable, as much pains have been bestowed in stripping 
the acts of their Technical Phraseology and Verbiage, 
and reducing the extracts as much as possible, with- 
out doing violence to Accuracy in the Abridgements, 
to wi:ch the greatest attention has been paid. 

It remains therefore, only for the Author to close 
this Work by a Summary View of such particular 
Laws, as may be considered as a Ground-Work for a 
Compilation, long and ardently called for by the 
Ship-Masters trading to the River Thames, namely, 
The Rules and Regulations of the Port of London, 
which will form the subject of the following and last 
Chapter, 
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Ca AP. XV 


butroduction, explanatory of the advantages of an 
Abstract of the Regulations applicable to the River 
Thames. Is“. Legislalive Rules respecting Pilots. 
—2nd. Revenue Officers.—3d. The Passage from 
Gravesend to London.—4ih. Guns Shotted in the 
HNiver.—5/ , Gunpowder, and when and where 10 
be Landed. —Oth. Ships Mooring in St. Saviour's 
Dock.—7 ih. Fessels from Foreign parts. —8th. Ships 
Laden with Tobacco.—Qth. Hurbour Masters.— 
10th. Principal Regulations to be observed on the 
arrival of Ships at the Port of Discharge.—11th. 
By Vessel taking in Cargoes.—12th. Ships in 
Ballast.—13th. Ballas! for Ships outward-bound.— 
14th. The Heatins or Mellins Pitch, or other 
Combustible Matier.—1 5th. Buinvnats.—10th. Bye 
Laws of the Trinity Corporation, as they relate to 
the River Thames.—17 th. Regulations of the Gene- 
ral Mecting of the Wesl-lndia Merchants, respect- 
ing Ships in that Trade. —18th. Legislative Regu- 
lations respecting Quays, Il ais, and Wharjingers. 
—197h. Respecting the Hiring of Seamen.—20th, 
Incroachments and Nutsances on the Iii ver Thames. 
— And Lastl;y, General Observations on the Penal 
Statutes applicable to the River; the means of Pre- 

vention; and the mode of obiaining relief when 
Offences are committed. 


Ax 
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Ax ardent desire to convey that species of infor- 
mation, within the shortest possible compass, which 
may protect Ship- masters and others, trading to, or 
employed on the River Thames, against a variety of 
penalties, has produced the following Compendium, 
which may, in most respects, be considered as com- 
prehending the principal Rules of the Port. If, by 
such a compilation, containing a concise Abstract 
of the Laws and Usages as they apply to the River 
Thames, good order should be promoted, in a greater 
degree than heretofore, and innocent and unin- 
formed Ship-Masters and others instructed, with 
respect to the duties incumbent on them to perform, 
and the offences they ought to avoid, a considerable 
object will be gained in the improvement of the 
Police of the River Thames; as, by this species of 
knowledge, the unwary are forewarned, and a pros- 
pect opened, through the same medium, of lessening 
the demand for punishment, and diminishing the 
convictions on penal offences—while a greater 
degree of security is established with respect to the 
danger of conflagration. 

Impelled by a strong sense qf the importance of 
the object explained, and by an anxious wish, in 
some degree, to supply a deficiency, which has been 
long felt as a grievance, an attempt is now made to 
arrange, under the following Heads, a sketch of 
what may not improperly be denominated, 
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AN ABSTRACT OF THE LEGISLATIVE, 
AND OTHER N 
RULES AND REGULATIONS 


OF THE 


PORT OF LONDON, 


For the Information of Ship-Masters, and others fre- 
guenling the Port of London, or employed in different 
Pursuits on the River Thames, or the Wharfs, and 
Landing Places adjacent thereto. 


SECT. I.—Respecting Pilots. 


Every person taking upon himself the charge of 
any Ship or Vessel {except Colliers and Coasters) ap- 
proaching the River Thames or Medway, or depart- 
ing therefrom down the said Rivers, or through the 
North Channel, to or by Orfordness, or round the 
Long Sand-Head into the Downs, or down the 
South Channel into the Downs, or from or by Or- 
fordness up the North Channel, or the River Thames, 
or Medway, must be piloted only by persons duly 
licenced and authorized under the Seal of the Cor- 
poration of the Trinity-House of Deptford Strond. 
By the Act of 5 Geo. II. cap. 20, every Pilot 
taking charge of Vessels as aforesaid, without being 
duly licenced, forfeits 201. The Rates of Pilotage 
are settled by the said Corporation of the Trinity- 
House, under the Authority of the above-men- 


tioned Act. 
l Pilots 
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Pilots for Ships vp the River Thames, must be 
licenced by the Trinity-House at Dover. 


SECT. II.—Respecting Revenue Officers. 


Every Ship-Master * on approaching the Port of 
London, inward- bound, (ordepartingoutward-bound,) 
is to bring to at the usual places to receive Revenue 
Officers on board, for the purpose of examining the 
Cargo, who are to have access to every part of the 
Ship; and if the keys of chests, &c. are not de- 
livered to them, or the places where the goods are 
towed are not opened, the Tidesmen are authorized 
to send for their Superior Officers, who may open 
them. — Penalty 100l.—By the Act 27 Geo. III. 
cap. 13. 

By the Stat. 9 Geo. II. cap. 35, If any Officer 
of the Customs or Excise, being on board of any 
Vessel within the limits of any Port, be forcibly 
hindered or beaten in the execution of his Office, 
the party or parties offending shall, on conviction, 
be transported for seven years :—And by 19 Geo. 
II. cap. 34, If any person shall shoot, maim, or 
dangerously wound any Officer of the Revenue, on 
attempting to go on board of any Vessel within the 


On coming within Four Leagues of the Coast, every Ship- Master 
is bound by the Act of 27 Geo. III. cap. 13. under à penalty 
of 1001. to produce his Manifest to the First Custom-House Officer 
coming on board, who shall certify the production on the 
back thereof. — He shall also furnish the said Officer with a Copy, 
who shall transmit the same to the Collector of the Port where the 
Goods are consigned, under the like penalty of 1001, 

O 0 2 | limits 
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limits of the Port of London, (or any other Port,) 
or after such Officer is on board in the execution of 
his office, such offender or offenders, on conviction, 
shall suffer death. —And further, by 24 Geo. III. 
stat. 2. cap. 47, If any person on shore, or on 
board of any Ship, Vessel, or Boat, shall maliciously 
shoot at any Ship, Vessel, or Boat, or maim or 
wound any Officer belonging to the Navy, or to the 


Customs or Exercise, within the limits of the Port 


of London, (or any other Port in Great Britain, or 
within ſour leagues of the Coast,) while such Officers 
are attempting to go on board—or while on board 
or returning, or otherwise acting in the execution 
of their duty, every oflender shall, on conviction, 
suffer death; and further, by the Act of 19 
Geo, III. cap. 28, If any person shall assault, 
resist, oppose, molest, or hinder any Officers of 
Customs or Excise, in Scizing any Goods liable to 
be Seized, or shall by force or violence rescue, or 
cause to be rescued, any of the said Goods after be- 
ing Seized, or shall attempt to do so; or after such 
Seizures made, shall break or damage any Casks or 
Packages, where the same are contained; the parties 
offending, on conviction, may be imprisoned, in the 
House of Correction, for three months. 


SLOT. lil. —Time allocved lo pass from Gravesend le 
London. 

By 13 & 14 Car, II. cap. 11. No Ship arriving 

trom beyond Sca, shall be above three days coming 

2 from 
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from Gravesend to her place of discharge, in the 
River Thames, without touching at any Wharf, 
Quay, or Place adjoining to either shore, between 
Gravesend and Chester's Quay, unless hindered by 
contrary winds, or other just impediment, to be 
allowed by the principal Officers of the Customs. 


SECT. IV.—Regpecting Guns fired and shotted. 


By the Act of 5 Geo. IT. cap. 20, No Com- 
mander, or other Officer of any Ship, (except his 
Majesty's Ships,) while in the River Thames, sball 


permit any Gun to be fired before sun. rising or after 


sun-setting, under the penalty of 101. for every Gun 
50 fired; nor shall any Gun be shotted after any 
Ship or Vessel shall be in the River Thames, between 
Blackwall and London Bridge, under the _ of 
51, for each Gun so kept shotted. 


SECT. V.—Regspecting Gun-powder, and when and 


where to be landed. 


By the Act of 5 Geo. II. cap. 20, and 12 Geo. in. 
cap. 61, The Commander of every Ship or Vessel 
. within the Port of London, (not being in his 
Majesty's Service,) is bound to Land all the Gun- 
powder on board, except 251b. either before the 
arrival of such Ship or Vessel at Blackwall, or with- 
in twenty-four hours, (in case the weather will per- 
mit,) after coming to anchor there, or at the place 
of unlading.—Nor shall any Ship-Master, or other 
person on board, receive on board of any outward- 

bound 
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bound Vessel, more than 251b. of Gun-powder, be. 
fore such Vessel falls down to Blackwall, on pain of 
forfeiting, in both cases, all the Gun-powder found 
on Board above 251b. and also, in either case, 2s, 
for every pound of Powder found on Board above 
the said 251b, which is allowed, —and no Gun- 
powder, (exceeding 100 pounds,) shall be conveyed 
by water in any Barge, Boat, or -other Vessel, (ex- 
cept in Vessels with Gun-powder imported from, 
or to be exported to any place beyond Sea, or 
going Coastwise,) that hath not a close deck, and 
which shall not be covered besides with Raw Hides 
or Tarpaulins; and all Gun-powder, water-borne 
as aforesaid, shall be in barrels closed, joined, or 
hooped, without any Iron about them; and each barrel 
shall contain no more than 100lb. of Gun-powder, 
and not more than 200 barrels shall be conveyed in 
any Boat or Barge at the same time. All Gun- 
powder carried or removed in any other manner 
than before prescribed, is liable to be seized, and 
forfeited to the use of the person seizing the same. 


SECT. VI.—Reeulations respecting Ships movring at 
St. Saviaur's Deoch. 

By the Act of 5 Geo. II. cap. 20, It is enacted, 
that in case any Ship or Vessel shall be laid up 
or moored in the mouth, or any part of St. Saviour's 
Dock, in the County of Surrey; (except such Ves- 
sels as shall be lading or taking in, or unlading or 


delivering their Cargoes respectively; and also cx- 
cept 
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cept such Vessels, not exceeding two in number, at 
any one time, as shall lie at the Yard called Ship- 
wright Yard, at the North-West Corner of the said 
Dock, during the time such Ships and Vessels shall 
be repairing, and no longer, ) the Master or Owner 
of every such Ship or Vessel so laid up or moored, 
shall forfeit and pay for every day, such Ship or 
Vessel sball so continue to be laid up and moored, 
(unless for the purposes aforesaid,) the sum of 20s. 
to the Poor of the Trinity Corporations. 


SECT. VII. —Fessels trading to Foreign Parts not to 
remove from the Stream, except to the Legal Quays. 


By the Act of 19 Geo. III. cap. 48, If any 
Vessel coming from foreign parts within the limits of 
the Port of London, shall be removed out of the 
Stream, except to the Lawſul Quays, before all the 
Goods are discharged out of such Vessels, or of any 
Vessel outward-bound to foreign parts, having 
Goods on board, shall be removed out of the Stream, 
except to the said Lawful Quays, unless upon any 
accident or emergent occasion, to be made known 
to the Commissioners of the Customs, and obtaining 
their consent, the Master, or Person having charge 
such Vessel, shall forfeit 1007. for each offence. 


SECT. VIII. —Regulations with respect to Ships laden 
with Tobacco. 


By the Act of 29 Geo. III. cap. 68, All Vessels 


arriving with Tobacco, shall be moored in that part 
of 
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of the Pool appointed by the Commissioners of the 
Customs, and in no other place, and shall remain at 
such Moorings until the delivery of the Cargo, and 
until such Vessel shall have been cleared, under the 
penalty of 100. unless, in the Judgment of the 
Commissioners, the Master, or Person having charge 
of such Vessel, shall have been prevented from com- 
plying with this Rule, by unavoidable accident. 


SECT. IX.—Regulations with respect to the Harbour- 


Master— His Powers explained. 


By the Act of 39 Geo. III. cap. Ixix. The 
Lord Mayor of London is authorized to appoint a 
Harbour-Master, with power and authority, (attend- 
ing to the Acts of 19 & 29 Geo. III. before 
mentioned, to direct the entering, maoring, and 
unmooring, moving and removing all Ships, Vessels, 
Lighters and Craft, (except those of the Trinity Cor- 
poration,) coming into, lying, or being in the Port 
of London, and the Canal and Cuts, or any of them, 
(except the Docks and the entrance thereto,) and to 
regulate the times and manner of their entrance 
into and going out of the same; and their respec- 
tive Births, Stations, Positions, Lading and Dis- 
charging thereon, and the time of opening and 
shutting the several Gates of the said Canal, in con- 
formity to this Act, and to the Bye-Laws of the 
Corporation of London, which they are authorized 
to make for the good Government of the Harbour, 
Masters, and other Persons to be employed, for the 

more 
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more safe and convenient Navigating, Placing, 
Mooring and Unmooring Ships and other Vessels 
in the River Thames.—And for the better govern- 


ing and regulating all Masters of Vessels, Pilots, 


Lightermen, and others within the said Port and 


Canal; and for preventing damages to Vessels, Cratt, 
and Merchandise, and in case the Owner, Master, 
or Pilot, &c. having charge or command of any 
Ship or Vessel, shall refuse, or neglect to Moor or 
Unmoor, or remove any Ship according to such 
directions, within twelve hours after notice, given 
in writing, or leſt with some person on board the 
Ship or Vessel for that purpose, then the said Har- 
bour-Masters, and their assistants, are required to 
moor and unmoor, move and remove such Ship or 
Vessel, and the charge thereof shall be repaid, and 
a sum not exceeding 100. nor less than 54. for each 
offence, by the Owner, Master, or Person having 
charge of such Ship or Vessel; and in cases of ob- 
struetion or hindrance, the person offending shall 
forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding 100. nor less 
than 57. and such orders shall in no respect diminish 
the responsibility of the person having the 3 of 
any Ship or Vessel. | 


SECT. X.—Principal Revenue Regulations on a Ship's 
arrival at the Port of Discharge. 


By the Statute 1st of Elizabeth, cap. 11, Owners 
and Masters of Vessels, are prohibited from Lading 
or Unlading Ships, except in day-light ; and at the 

Legal 
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Legal Quays and places appointed in London and 
elsewhere; and without due notice to the Custom- 
house Officer; and by the 26th of Geo, III. cap. 
40, the Master of every Vessel belonging to British 
Subjects, is bound to have on board a Manifest 
signed by himself, containing the names of all the 
Ports at which any of the Goods on board have been 
laden; the name of the Built and Tonnage of the 
Ship; the Master's name, and the Port to which the 
Ship belongs; with a true account of the Cargo, 
whether Packed or Stowed loose; and the exact 
number and marks of every Package in which the 
Cargo is contained, (which must be produced to the 
first Officer who comes on board within the limits of 
the Port.)—And Bulk must not be broken, nor any 
part of the Cargo Unladed, until the Vessel comes 
to her proper place of Discharge in the Port, and is 
authorised to Unlade by the proper Officer of the 
Customs, under a Penalty of 2004. except in cases 
of inevitable necessity, to be stated to the Commis- 
Sioners of the Customs.—And within twenty-four 
bours after the Ship's arrival, the Master must make 
Oath before the Collector of the Ship's Built and 
Burden, and the contents of her Lading, and 
deliver his Manifest, under a Penalty of 200/.* 


SECT. 


* By the Act of 13 and 14 Charles II. cap. 11, If after clearing 
any Ship, and discharging the Tidesmen, there shall be found on 
board any Goods concealed for which the Duties ought to have been 

paid, 
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SECT. XI. Principal Revenue Regulations, as they 
relate to Ships laking in Cargoes and departing. 


By the Statute 12 Geo. I. cap. 28, Goods received 
on board of any Ship on which Duties are payable, 
| or 


paid, the Master or person having the charge of such Ship, shall 
forfeit 1001. By ꝙ Geo. II. cap. 35, All Goods found con- 
cealed on board of any Ship after the Master shall have made his 
Report at the Custom-house, and not mentioned in said Report, 
shall be forfeited, and the said Master subject to a Penalty of treble 
the value. 

By 5 Geo. III. All Goods found concealed in any Package, or 
among any other Goods contained therein, at any time after the 
same shall have been sent to the King's Stores, and which shall not 
have been within twenty days after the first Entry duly entered, 
and the Duties paid or secured; or which shall be found concealed 
in any Package, or inclosed in any of the Goods therein contained, 
which shall be brought on Shore by Special Suſferance, or order 
from the Customs on the application of the Proprietor, and shall not 
be specified in such application, the same shall be forfeited. . 

By 21 Geo. III. If the Master of any Vessel shall conceal 
or suffer to be concealed by his Mate, Seamen, or any of them in 
any part of such Vessel, or in any Chest, any Foreign Spirituous 
Liquors, over two Gallons for each Seaman on board; or any Tea 
above Six Pounds; or Coffee above Nineteen pounds; or if the 
Master shall clandestinely Import, or suſfer to be clandestinely Im- 
ported, any such Foreign or Spirituous Liquors, or any other Un- 
customed Goods whatsoever, whereby the Owners become liable to 
any Penalties, or the Vessel is liable to be forfeited ; the Master 
Shall net only forfeit to the Owners all Wages then due, but also 
treble the value of the - Uncustomed Goods over the Penalti-s to 
which the Master shall be subject by any Laws now in force; 
which Penalties of treble the value shall go to the Owner, - Mates 
or 5camen claudestinely concealing or importing any Foreign Spiri- 
tuous Liquors, over Two Gallons for each Seam n, or 'Tea above 
Six Pounds, or Coffee above Nineteen Pounds, shall forfeit all 


Wages due by the Owners; and 1cs, for every Gallon of Foreign | 


Spirit; 


110 — noone 7 * 
__ SE = Ow 


wa” — . 1 1 +, bY _ 
— ww | 1 
7 - © . . S * E - 
— 
3 . OR. 
42 5 — * 


— 


1 
> 


572 TREATISE ON 


or which are prohibited to be expotted without a 
Warrant or without the presence of an Officer of the 
Customs appointed for that purpose, are liable to 
be scized and forfeited. And by 26 Geo. III. cap, 
40, Masters of outward-bound Ships, are to deliver 
their Cocquets to all Custom house Officers on de- 
mand for their inspection, on Penalty of 100. and 
any Goods on board not corresponding with the 
Cocquets, may be seized. No Goods entitled to 
drawbacks are to be sent on board, unless accom- 
panied by Revenue Officers, or persons licensed by 
the Commissioner of the Customs. | 

By the same Act, no Ship-Master can clear out 
until he has given Bond not to reland Goods fraudu- 
lently, and not to oppose the Officers in the Customs 
in the execution of their duty. 


SECT. XII.— is in Ballast. 
By 24 Geo. III. Stat. 2, Cap. 47, § 20, The 


Master of every Vessel arriving in the 'Thaines, or 
going outwards (or in any other Port in this King- 
dom) in Ballast, shall, if called upon by the Col- 
lector or Comptroller, or other Officer of the Cus- 
toms, make a true Report of such Vessel, both in- 


Spirit; 10s. for every Pound of Tea; and 10s, for every Pound of 
Coffee. 

A This last Act is to be Printed and put up in some conspicuous 
part of every British Vessel, Trading to or from the Kingdom; 
and the Master is liable to pay a Penalty of One Shilling a day, 
for every day the said Act shall not be Replaced after being Defaced 
or taken down. 


wards 


„„ 


— 
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wards and outwards, and answer, upon Oath , such 
questions relative to the Voyage, as shall be put to 
him by the Officers of the Customs on his arrival 
or departure, under the penalty of 1001. But such 
Report is not to subject the Master of any Ship to 
Additional Fees. 


SECT. XIII —Pegulations respecting Ballast in the 
River Thames. 


All Ship-masters, or persons having the charge of 
Ships for the time being on the River Thames, 
having Ballast on board, are, by the Act of 6 
Geo. II. cap. 39, prohibited, under the penalty of 
5]. from throwing any such Ballast into the River. 
And the same Act directs, that such Ballast shall, at 
the expence of the Owner or Master, be laid or puton 
some Wharf or Quay near the River, or some ground 
or place above High Water mark; or that the said 
Ballast shall be discharged into the Lighters of the 
Trinity Corporation, who are to furnish the same, on 
demand being made (at their Office on Tower-hill), 
within three days, or forfeit 501. for neglect or re- 
ſusal, unless occasioned by Tempestuous Weather; 
for which service, 6d. for every Ton of Ballast re- 
ceived into the said Lighter shall be paid to the Cor- 
poration for the use of the Poor. 


Ballast for Outward-bound Vessels. 


And by the same Act, and the Act 32 Geo II. cap. 


16, All Ship-masters and others, intending to ship, 
as 
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as Ballast, Dung, Compost, Soil, Chalk, Rubbish, 
Soap-ashes, shall previously enter the same at the 
Ballast-office of the Trinity-house (Tower-hill), and 
shall pay a Licence Duty of Id. per Ton, in terms 
of the said Act, subject to a penalty of 51. in case 
such articles shall be put on board before the Entry 
1s made and Licence Duty paid, or a greater quantity 
shipped than such Entry specifies ; the said Acts 
having recognized the Sole Right of the Trinity 
Corporation, of supplying all Ships and Vessels with 
Ballast, that sail between London Bridge and the 
Main Sea, at the following rates, (<pecified in the 
Act of 6 Geo. II. cap. 29,) namely, 


For every 20 Ct. carried in Vessels in the Coal Trade . I 2d. 
. 0 . * . . * . British Vessels * . * o 15d. 
)))) » + --- + Foreign Veal - » +» + 296 


without however, altering or affecting the price of 
washed Ballast delivered to any Ship. 

For the purpose of preventing Frauds in the de- 
livery of Ballast, the Ship-Masters applying for and 
taking the same, may appoint persons to inspect the 
Marks of. the Lighters, and on discovery of any 
fraudulent altcrations, suspicious Lighters are to be 
weighed within ten Working days after a request is 
made to the Corporation ; and if a Fraud is detected, 
the offending party to forfeit 5/. if not, the person 
applying shall pay the expence of re-weighing the 
Lighter. 

When Ballast Lighters are conveyed to Ships, the 
Masters 
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Masters may appoint the Mate or any other person, 
to inspect the Lighter's depth in the water, ſor which 
purpose the Ballast men are obliged to trim sueh sus- 
pected Lighter, and to pump all the water out, $0 as 
to swim at equal Marks at Stem and Stern: and in 
case of obstruction, the Ballast-men to forfeit 51. 


SECT. XIV.—Regulations to be attended to while 
Ships are in the Port of Landon. I prevent Fire 
and Conflagration by healing Pitch, Sc. 


By the Act of 5 Geo, II. cap. 20, “ If any 
Master, Commander, or other Officer of any Ship 
or Vessel, or any other person on board the same, 
shall, while such Ship or Vessel shall lie or be in 
the River of Thames, between London Bridge and 
Blackwall,” hea! or melt, or cause or permit to be 
heated or melted by Fire, Logger Heat, Shot, or 
any other thing on board any such Ship or Vessel; 
any Pitch, Tur, Rosin, Grease, Tallow, Oil, or 
other Combustible Matter or Things: every person 
or persons so offending, shall for such Offence, on 
conviction before two Justices, forfeit Eve Pomgs. 

(7 In this case the Law allows no power of Mitt- 
gation, 


SECT. XV.—RPegulations to be attended to whule 
Ships are in the Port of London, respecting Bumboats. 


By the act of 24 Geo. I. cap. 28, No Bum- 
boats or other Boats are authorised to pi) on the 
river for the purpose of selling Liquors, Slops, 

Tobacco, 
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Tobaced, Brooms, Fruit, Greens, Gingerbread, and 
other such like Ware, unless such boats are duly 
licensed by the Trinity Corporation, and used 
in the day time, between Sun rising and Sun setting 
only. 

Where persons navigating such Bumboats or other 
Boats, receive unlawfully any Ropcs, or any part of 
the Tackle, Apparel, or Furniture of the Vessel, 
or any part of the Cargo by way of barter, exchange, 
or otherwise, such offender may be seized by any 
Person, and the Offender, together with the Boat 
and Articles, carried before a Magistrate. 


SECT. XVI.—Brz-Laws of the Trrxiry-Hovss. 


Of the Bye-Laws of the Trinity Corporation as 
they apply to the River Thames, those following are 
not superseded by acts of Parliament, or rendered 
obsolete by the change which has taken place in 
the state of Society. 

1. Ship-masters discharging Goods in the River 
who shall permit Bumboats to come on board their 
Ships at unseasonable Hours, or who shall suffer the 
dirt of their Ships to be put into their own Boats at 
unseasonable Hours, shall forfeit Twenty Shillings. 


Respecting Bread Rooms. 


2. Every Ship-master or Mate drying or per- 
mitting Bread Rooms to be dried in the Night, or 
keeping any Fire therein in the Night, to forfeit Five 
Pounds, 


Rule 


0% A. < — 
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Rule to be observed in lading and discharging, 


3. Every Ship-master, &c. who shall suffer Goods 
to be taken in or heayed out of his Ship without 
having a Sail nailed to the Sill of the Port, or, (if a 
small Vessel) to the Gunnel, to overhang the fide of 
the Lighter, shall forfeit Twenty Shillings. 


Obligations on Seamen respecting good Behaviour and 
moral Conduct. 


4. Every Mariner who shall swear, curse, or 
blaspheme while on Ship board, shall forfeit One 
Shilling to the Poor's Box. Every Mariner who 
shall get drunk shall in like Manner forfeit One 
Shilling to the Poor's Box. —Every Mariner who 
chall be obstinate and stubborn, and shall not obey 
the Master's lawful Commands, or the Mate's or 
Boatswain's in his absence, shall forfeit Half his 
Month's Pay to the Poor of the Corporation. 


General Obligations on all Seamen respecting good Le- 
hawviour and Moral Conduct, by the Slatule Late. 


5. And further by the Act of the 2d Geo. II. 
cap. 36.—If any Seamen shall desert or reſuse to- 
proceed on the Voyage, after having signed the con- 
tract directed by Law, he shall forfeit all the Wages 
due to him. Extended to the West-India Trade by 
37 Geo. III. cap. 73. 

any Seaman thus engaged by signing the Con- 
'ract, who shall desert or absent himself, may be ap- 

P e prehended 
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prehended by the Warrant of a Justice of the Peace; 
and if he still refuses to proceed on the Voyage, he 
may be committed to the House of Correction, not 
excecding 30 nor less than 15 Days. 

Seamen who absent themselves from the Vessels 
to which they belong without leave of the Master, 
shall, ſor every day's absence, forfeit two days' pay, 
to be deducted by the Master at the time of paying 
the Seaman his wages. 

Seamen (not entering into the King's Service) 
leaving the Vessel to which they belong before they 
Shall have a Discharge in Writing from the Master, 
shall forfeit one Month's Pay. 


Criminal Offences committed by Seamen. 


By the Statute 22 Charles II. cap, 11. any 
Mariner or inferior Officer of any Merchant Ship 
who shall rcfuse to defend the Ship, or utter words to 
discourage others from doing so, forfcits all his 
wages and all the Goods he has in the Ship, and shall 
moreover suffer six months imprisonment: And 
every Mariner who shall lay violent hands on his 
Commander to hinder him from fighting in deſence 
of his Ship and Goods, shall suffer Death. 

Scamen concerned in burning, destroying, or 
casting away any Ship, shall in like manner suffer 
Death by the Act of the Ist of Anne, Stat. 2. cap. 9. 

Scamen or others maliciously burning or setting 
fire to any Ship, Keel, or other Veſſel, by the 33 
Geo. III. cap. 67. shall suffer Death. 


Seamen 
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Seamen or others wilſully damaging or destroy ing 
any Vessel, shall by the same Act suffer the Punish- 
ment of transportation. 

Seamen or others who shall riotously prevent their 
ſellows from working, or who shall obstruct the 
lading or unlading, or the sailing of any Ship, Keel, 
or Vessel, or forcibly board any Ship for that Purpose, 
shall suffer not less than fix nor more than twelve 
Months' Imprisonment.— The second Offence is 
Transportation. 


Fimbezzling Goods in Prize Pessels. 


By the 33d Geo. III. cap. 66, Any Officer, Scaman, 
Mariner, or other Person who shall break bulk on 
board, or embezzle any Money, Jewels, Goods, 
Merchandise, Tackle, Apparel, or Furniture belonging 
{9 ary Prize, shall forfeit his whole Share to Green- 


wich Hospital, and treble the value of the Property 
embezzled. 


Sealing in General from Ships on navigable Rivers. 


By the Act. of the 24th Geo. II. cap. 25, all 
Persons who shall feloniously steal any Goods or 
Merchandise from any Ship or Vessel, Craft or Boat, 
in any navigable River; or from any Wharf or Quay 
adjacent, above the Value of Forty Shillings, or shall 
be present and assisting therein, shall suffer Death. 

For Goods of aless Value they will suffer as in 
Cases of ſingle Felony and Larceny. 


PP2 Obligations 
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Obligations on Ship-Masters respecting their Agreements 
with Seamen. 


And further, by the Act of 2 Geo. II. cap. 36, 
every Seaman shipping himself on board any Mer- 
chant Vessel, in Foreign Trade, shall, within three 
days, (and in the Coasting Trade upon his entering,) 
sign an Agreement, declaring the wages and the voy- 
age, (except Apprentices) or in default, the Master 
Shall forſeit 5], per man to Greenwich Hospital: and 
on the arrival of any Veſſel from beyond Seas in 
the Thames, (or in any part of Great-Britain,) the 
Master shall pay the scamen their wages within thirty 
days (and within five days in the Coasting Trade,) 
after the Vessel is entered at the Custom-House, (ex- 
cepting there is a previous Agreement to the con- 
trary,) or at the time of the discharge, deducting all 
such penalties as may be due from them for breach 
of Laws. — Penalty to the Master Twenty Shillings 
above the wages. 

By the Act of 37 Geo. III. cap. 37, for preventing 
desertion of Seamen in the West-India Trade: Ship- 
Masters hiring Scamen who have deserted from any 
other Ship, incur a penalty of 1001. They are also 
prohibited from hiring Seamen in the West-Indies, 
at more than double wages, unless by licence of the 
Governor of the place, under a like penalty of 100l. 
Every Trading Ship to the West-Indies is to have 
an Apprentice under 17 years of age, for every 
hundred tons burden, and such Apprentice to be in- 


rolled 
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rolled at the Custom-house, where the Ship clears 
out, under a penalty of 10. 

Within ten days after her arrival out, and home, 
the Ship-Master 1s to deliver to the Collector of the 
Port, a List of the Crew on board at the time of 
clearing out from the Thames, or any Port in Great- 
Britain, and at the time of the Ship's arrival abroad, 
of all who have deserted or dicd, and the wages due 
at their death, under a penalty of 50l. And Ship- 
Masters also incur a penalty of 10]. for refusing to 
grant a Seaman a Certficate of discharge. 

For the purpose of inducing Sailors to return in 
Slips from Foreign Parts, and to prevent their turn- 
ing Pirates, the Act of 8 Geo. I. cap. 24, probibits 
Masters or Owners of Merchant Ships from paying 
to any Seamen beyond Seas, in money or effects, 
more than one moiety of the wages due at the time 
of such payment, till such Ship return to Great- 


Britain, or Ireland, on penalty of double the money 
paid. | 


SECT. XVII. Por Regulations respecting the West- 
India Trade, established by the Merchants. 


By the Regulation of the West-India Merchants 
trading to and from the Port of London, bearing date 
the 12th June, 1780, and finally confirmed, 
amended, and promulgated on the 27th April, 1790, 
tne following, among other rules were unanimously 
agreed to, and established. 


Ist. That 
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ist. That it be recommended to Captains to be as 
much as possible on board their Ships while Un- 
lading, and that they sce the Hatchways well 
secured aſter dark. 
2d. That Persons who work the Ships be not per- 
mitted to go on Shore during the day, but be 
victualled on board, and searched when they go 
on shore at night. 
3d. That the regulations prohibiting all perquisites 
arising from Sweepings of Sugar be confirmed and 
continued. 
Ath. That it be recommended where it is convenient, 
that only the working Hatchway or Hatchways to 
the between Decks and Hold be open, and also 
that the passage through the between decks and 
hold be closed at the sides. 
5th. That no Boat, unless provided or permitted by 
the Captain, be allowed to be fastened to the Ship. 
Oth. That the Ship's Husband or Captain, do appoint 
Coopers to be Victualled and kept on board, and 
attended to in like manner as labourers above 
mentioned; to give substantial Cooperage to the 
Sugar casks on board the Ships, and do ap- 
point Coopers to attend the casks in the Lighters, 
at the Wharf, and at their Landing, in order 
that the same may be delivered in good condition 
according to the Bill of Lading. That the Ship's 
Coopers, wherever necessary, attend below in the 
Ship, to give such Cooperage as may be requisite 


for bringing the casks upon deck with saſety ta 
their 
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their contents, and that they repair all damages 
done to the casks in the Lighters before the 
Lighters quit the Ship. 

7th. That the Captain or Mate see that each Lighter 
has a sufficient number of good tarpaulins, for 
the purpose of covering the Sugar Casks. 


Further Resolutions of the West-India Merchants 
Trading to the Port of London, entered into and 
promulgated on the Establishment of the Marine 
Police Institution, in June 1798. 


At a General Meeting of the West-India Merchants 
Trading to the Port of London, held at the Ma- 
rine Society's Office, the 10th and 20th June, 1798.“ 


© RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, 10h June, 1798. 
“That two Marine Police Constables be ap- 
pointed to each Ship, (properly sworn and instructed, 
in 


* AnsTRrACT of the principal Regulations of the West India Mer- 
chants, settled and approved by a General Meeting held at the 
Marine Society's Office, on the 19th June, 1798, specify ing the 
Conditions under which the Constables and Lumpers, under the 
Marine Police Institution, should enrol themselves. 


CONSTABLES. 

J. That Marine Police Constables, properly sworn and instructed, 
Shall Watch the West-India Ships under discharge :—That 
they shall attend the Lighters to the Quays, and continue to 
Watch the Property on board until delivered over to the Quay 
Guard :—That they search all Persons on leaving the Ship, 
and apprehend all delinquents, and bring them before the Ma- 


gistrates, whose Instructions they are bound to obey. 
LUMPERS, 
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in lieu of the watchmen incumbent on Ship-owners 
to employ,) and that the said Constables do watch 
the ships, stores, and cargo, and attend the Lighters 


op 


LUMPERS, 

II. That the Foremen Lumpers shall, under the direction of the 
Superintendant of Lumpers, see that the Gangs perform there 
duty with diligence and attention. 

III. That the Foreman and his Gang shall attend the Marine 
Police Office at Five o' Clock in the Summer, and not later 
than Six in the Winter, and repair immediately to such Ship 
as the Superintendant shall direct. 

IV. That the Lumpers shall submit to the orders of their Fore. 
man while at Work, 

V. That, in conjunction with the Foreman, they shall strike 
Yards and Top-Masts, get up the Derick, and prepare every 
thing as heretofore done by Lumpers on the River Thames, 
and then proceed to the discharge. | 

VI. That the Working Hours shall be from Six in the Morning 
till Six at Night in Summer, and from Sun-rise to Sun-set in 
Winter. : : 

VII. That no Lumper shall go on Shore during the Day, but shall 
eat their victuals on boards. — They shall be allowed Half an 
Hour to Breakfast, at Eight o'Clock in the Morning; and 
One Hour to Dinner, to commence at One o'Clock in the 
Afternoon. | 

VIII. If for want of Entries, or other circumstances, a Gang can- 
not be employed, they must return to the Office for fresh 
Instructions, | 

IX. The Gangs of Lumpers shall wear only Stockings and 
Erceches.— No Frocks, 'I'rowsers, Jemmics, Pouches, or Bags, 
will be allowed, 

X. On quitting the Ship, every Lumper shall be searched by tlie 
Police Constables. 

XI. The whole Gang shall land in a Boat with their Foreman. 

XII. 
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up to the Quays until discharged, and carry all Of- 
fenders before the Magistrate at the Marine Police- 
Office.” | 


« ResoLveD UNANIMOUSLY, 20th June, 1798. 

« That it be recommended to all Owners and Hus- 
bands of West-India Ships and their Agents, to 
have their cargoes discharged at this Port by means of 
Lumpers, under the Regulations of the Marine Po- 
lice-Office, No. 259, Wapping New-Stairs, and that 
the Captains of all West-India Ships be instructed 
by the Owners, &c. to grant an order on the Ship's 
TIusband, or Agents, for the amount of the Dues 
for discharging their respective Cargoes, and such 
order to be given to the Clerk, authorized by the 
Marine Police to receive the said Dues, according to 
the Rates which have been settled by this Meeting, 
and which will be produced by the Clerk of the said 
Marine Police-Office. James ALLEN, Secretary.“ 


On the 24 July, 1798, a Circular Letter, in the 
following terms, with the subsequent Resolutions, 
was transmitted by the Committee of West-India 


Merchants, to all Importers and Ship-owners in the 
Port of London. 


XII. While on Ship-board, the Constables and Lumpers shall be 
of good behaviour, and do their duty with civility, and shew 
all proper respect to the Captain, Officers, and Crew, —And 
it any Person quits his Duty or Work without leave, or shall 
break these Conditions, he shall forfeit the Wages which 
would be otherwise due to him, 


„The 
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The excessive depredations which are committed 
* on the Cargoes of West-India Ships, between the 
ce period of the Ships arrival in the River, and their 
& discharge, have induced us to enter into the fol- 
* lowing Resolutions, which we consider as neces- 
ce sary to promote the effect of the New Marine 
6“ Police-Office, instituted for the purpose of pre- 
« venting such depredations; We therefore com- 
ce municate them to you thus early, in order that 
* your determination may be understood and acted 
upon without delay.“ 

The Resolutions are as follow : 

„% REsoOLVED, | 

*© That every Captain of Our Ships, Homeward- 
bound, do Sleep on board his Ship from the time of 
her arrival unti] her Cargo be completely discharged. 
That he do constantly attend the discharge of the 
Ship's Cargo in person, excepting when it may be 
necessary for him to be at the Custom-house or the 
Counting-house on actual business. 

That where it is convenient, only the Working 
Hatchways to the between Decks and Hold be 
open, and also that the Passage through the between 
Decks be closed on the sides.“ 


% RESOLVED, 
© That such Captains do apply to the Marine 
Police-Ofſice, No. 259, Wapping New-Stairs, for 
the hire of persons to be employed as Lumpers in 
discharging the Cargo, who are to be fed on board, 
and go on sliore only after their work is finished in 


6 the 
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the evening, at which time they do make a point of 
being present, and of seeing their dress carefully 
searched for concealed sugar.“ 


Further Resolution of the West-India Merchants, of 
the 20th July, 1798. 
&© REROLVED, 

That the Masters and Mates of West-India Ships 
be requested to give a Signed List of the number and 
marks of the Casks and their Contents, delivered 
from the ship into each Lighter to the Constable who 
attends the Lighter to the Quay, and that the said 
list be afterwards given to the Superintendant at the 
Quays, and that he be directed to'enjoin the Quay 
Guards to attend the safe landing of the Casks from 
each Lighter.” 


SECT. XVIII. —Regulations respecting Quays, IN las ia, 
and Wharfingers. 
By the Statute of 13 and 14 Charles II. cap.11, It 


is enacted, that if any Keeper of any Wharf, Crane, 


or Quay, or their Servants, shall knowingly suffer tobe 
taken up or landed, or shall ship off, or suffer to be 
water-borne, from their W harfs, &c, any goodsprohi- 
bited, or whereof an y datiesarc payable, without the pre- 
sence of the Officers of the Customs, or at times not 
appointed by Law, or Goods passing by Certificates, 


Waste, Coguet, or otherwise, without notice given 


to His Majesty's Officers, every such Wharfinger 
forfeits 1001, and if any Goods shall be taken from 
the 
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the Shore, to be carried on board any Ship outward- 
bound, or laden out of any Ship arriving from Fo- 
reign Ports, without a Warrant and Presence of an 
Officer of the Customs, such Boat shall be forfeited, 
and the Master, or any Mariner of any Ship, 
inward- bound, consenting thereto, shall Forfeit the 
value of the Goods. 

And in case any Person shall assist in Shipping off 
or Carrying Away such Goods, he may be appre- 
hended by the Warrant of a Justice of the Peace, 
and may be Committed till he find Surety for Good 
Behaviour, until discharged by the Barons of Ex- 
chequer.—On committing a Second Offence a pe- 
nalty of 51. or in default two Months' Imprisonment 
15 inflicted. 

By the Statute of 26 Geo. III. cap. 108, If any 
Wharſinger or Dealer in Coals, shall directly or in- 
directly give, to any Labouring Coal-Metre, any 
Reward or Gratuity besides 4d. per Chaldron, he 
Shall forfeit 20l. in London, and 50l. in Westminster 
and Surrey. And by the same Act, if such Wharf- 
ingers or Dealers shall use any Sack less than Four 
Feet in Length and Two in Breadth, he shall Forfeit 
5]. and Labouring Meters 40s. 


Upper Thames, 

Wharſingers on the Banks of the River above 
London Bridge are required, by 11 Geo. III. cap. 
45. $ 25—27, To keep Regular Entries of Goods 
brought to their Wharts for Carriage, and to give 
Receipts 
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Receipts for the same, if required ; and every Barge- 
Master is to lade and forward the same according 
to the Priority of the Entry in the Wharfinger's 
Book, without any undue Preference, except in 
case of Goods of a perishable Nature, under Pe- 
nalties not exceeding 51. or less than 208. 


SECT. XIX.—Respecting the Hiring of Seamen. 


By the Statute 2 Geo. II. cap. 30, It is incumbent 
on every Ship-Master, or other Person hiring Sea- 
men, that they require such Seamen, after they are 
entered Three Days, if in Foreign Trade, or imme- 
diately, in the Coasting Trade, to Sign an Agree- 
ment, declaring the Wages and the Voyage. Ship- 
Masters taking Mariners to Sea (except Apprentices) 
without such an Agreement, shall forfeit 51. per 
Man to Greenwich Hospital. 

And by the same Statute, Ship-Masters arriving 
in any Port of Great-Britain shall pay their Seamen, 
if in Foreign Trade, within 30 Days, and in Five 
Days if in the Country Trade, aſter the Vessels being 
entered at the Custom- house. 

&-i-See Section XVI. respecting the Offences com- 
mitted by Seamen, pages 577, 578. 


SECT. XX.—PRespecting Encroachments and Nu- 
Sances on the River T hames. 

The Water-Bailiff (for the time being), acting 
under the Authority of the Lord Mayor, as Con- 
servutor of the Riyers Thames and Medway, and of 

every 
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every Bunk, Shore and Wharf thereto adjoining, en- 
forces not only the Regulations and Bye Laws re- 
lative to the Fishery upon the River, but also takes 
Cognizance of all Encroachments on the River or 
is Banks, and of ail Nuisances and Aunoyances 
whereby the Navigation may be obstructed, or in 
any respect injured, namely—By Pitching Poles— 
Erecting IWharſs—Making Canseways and Stairs— 
Continuing or Increasing Aytes— Making or Contiumung 
Srages—Erecting Wells - Building Pot Galleries 
Plantmg Oziers—Layins Moorivg Chains—Injuring 
the River by throwing out Rubbish, Ballast, or any 
other Arlicle—Or Obsirucling the Navigation by laying 
Lighters and Craft in improper Situalions,—F,very Per- 
son committing any of the Offences herein-before 
enumerated, or any other Offence, considered as an 
Encroachment, Nuisance, or Annoyance, is subject to a 
Prosecution by Indictment, before the Court of 
Conservancy, and to Fine or Imprisonment i in case 
of Conviction. 

The Act of 6 Gco. II. cap. 29, establishes an 
important Police Regulation, by prohibiting, under 
a penalty of 5l. any Ballast being thrown into the 
River, and directing that it shall, (as before stated, 
wide & XIII.) be landed above high water mark, 
or laden into the Lighters of the Trinity Corpora- 
tion. 

"40 By the Act of 32 Geo, II. cap. 16, Any Person 
| throwing Rubbish, Ashes, Dirt, or Soil, from any 
Wharf, Quay, or Bank adjoining, or near the River, 
or 
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or out of any Barge or Lighter, forfeits, on convie- 
tion, 40s, 


Under the foregoing keads will be found the 
leading features of the most prominent Rules and 
Regulations, which either apply locally or generally 
to the Port of London. 

In cases where a more full explanation is found 
necessary, by a reference to Acts of Parliament, 
an Index is here furnished to such Statutes as relate 
immediately to the Penaltes which onght to be 
avoided, and to Oſfences which are meant to be 
controlled. 

If the Compendium thus offered to the attention 
of Commercial and Nautical People, and to the Pub- 
lie at large, shall prove useſul as a Directory; where- 
by Penalties and Forfcitures may be avoided by a 
due attention to the Laws and Regulations made for 
the good Government and Security of the Trade of 
the River Thames, and for the general Benefit of the 
Navigation, Commerce, and Revenue of the Port 
of London, the object of the Author will be fully 
accomplished, and the time and pains he has be- 
Stowed in digesting and forming these Regulations, 
amply rewarded in the good effects they may pro- 
duce. 


CoxcLUDING 


592 TREATISE ON 


ConcLuDING OBSERVATIONS, 


In travelling over so wide a Field, embracing 
such a variety of Objects, the attentive Reader will 
easily perceive, that the leading object of the Author 
has been to impress upon the Public mind the neces- 
Sity of a well-regulated Nautical Police, improved by 
a System of Legislation applicable to this Object.— 
And also by a more general promulgation of the 
existing penal Statutes relative to the River Thames 
in particular, and to nautical Affairs in general, 

The last of these objects has been accomplished 
in the general and interesting view which is given of 
the most important Laws and Regulations, respecting 
penal Police, as they relate to Navigation, Commerce, 
and Revenue. 

For the accomplishment of the great and imme- 
diate advantages which are to sccure, and render 
permanent the system of Police which has been 
formed, and so successfully carried into execution, the 
Legislature must be resorted to. 

Of the importance of the object the Public will 
form a true estimate. Next to the utility of good 
and appropriate Laws to promote the security and 
comfort of society, is the establishment of a well- 
regulated Police to carry such Laws into execution. 
Without this crimes can never be prevented, or even 
materially diminished. Without such an Institution 

there can be no effectual mode of Relief where the 
Public suffer wrongs and are aggrieved.—Iin a com- 
mercial Port where Property in Ships, Feels. Craft, 

5 and 
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and Merchandise amounts to the enormous value of 
Seventy Millions Sterling,“ floating inwards and 
outrvards in the course of a Vear. Where 13,400 
Ships and Vessels arrive and depart within the 
same period, while no less than 22, 500 Vessels of 
all descriptions ſorm the aggregate number in 
this Trade of unparalleled magnitude, employing 
above Fifty Thousand Individuals in various nautical 
pursuits, it would seem evident that a permanent 
Police applicable to this object, alone must be a deside- 
tum, in the attainment of which is involved the 
security of Commercial Property, against Fraud and 
Depredation; the Improvement of the Public Re- 


venue; the Preservation of the Privileges of In- 


nocence; and the Renovation of the Morals and 
Habits of the present and ſuture Generations engaged 
in nautical Pursuits on the River Thames. 


See Page 23. 


FINIS. 
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APPENDIX,—No. II. 'YF 


LictnsED KEEPERS OF BUMBOATS.—1 800. | 


Ne. of 
Baats, Names. Residence. 

1. Edward Martin . . Gravesend, 

2. Peter Hunter . Quetn's-head-alley, Wapping, 

3. David Mitchell.. St. Catharine's. 

4. Thomas Green . Narrow, street, Limehouse. 

5. James Irving . . Ship-street, Wapping. 

6. James Weden , , . Stone-stairs, Ratcliffe, 

7, Henry Thorne , . . Woolwich, 

8. Richard Rounsen . Shadwell. 

9. Henry Ford , , . . St. Catharine's. 

10. John Smith ., , . Cherry Garden. 

11. John Ross... Shadwell. 

12. Blake Robinscon , . Rotherhithe. 

13. William Williams . . Cherry Garden, 

14. Sarah Aken . Love-lane, Shadwell. 

15. Charles Fetcher . . Shadwell. 

16. John Crighton Walker, Limehouse. 

17. Henry Grely . . . Shadwell. 

18. John Read ., . Greenwich. 

19. James Fielder. , . Greenhithe, 

20, Thomas Aldis . . . Limehouse. 

21. William Slade . . . Trinity-yard, Ratcliffe, 

22. Thomas Laidler , . Shadwell Dock. 

23. John Thomas.. . Trinity-yard, Ratcliffe, 

24. David Cromarty . , New-street, Shadwell, 
25. Henry Nelson.. Shadwell Dock. 
26. Peter Isbister , . Ratcliffe Croſs, 


RR 
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No. of 


Boats. 
27. 


28. 
29. 
30. 


Names. 
Domingo Page 
Jane Nicholls . . 
Samuel Huggins 
David Sanders . . 


31. David Mackenzic . 


32. 


33 


Peter Jchnsen . . 
Cuthburt Bowren . 


24. Timothy Donnovan . 


Peter Mouat . . 
. Thomas Miller 
John Steward 
. Nicholas Grafton . 
David Mills . , 
. George Wallace 
. George Harding . 
Richard Maynard 
John Francisco 
Edward Watts 


Thomas Phillips 


William Hills. 


William Styles 


. Hans Stelling 
» Barnard Bone . 
- Michael Doyle 

. George Anderson 

. Hugh Miller 

John Row - «- » 
David Fristan . 


. Alexander Malcolm . . 
James M'Gaw . . 
. William Whittaker 
William Richards . . 


Residence. 
Rotherhithe, 
Greenwich. 

T rinity-yard, Ratcliffe. 
Middle Shadwell. 
Gravesend. 
Shakspcare-walk. 
Greenwich, 
Limchousc. 

Ratcliffe Croſs. 
Shakspcare's-walk. 
Limchouse. 


Wiltshire-lane, East Smithfield. 
Gravesend. 
Fountain-stairs, 

dilto. 
Cherry Garden. 
Trinity-yard, Ratcliffe. 
Ratcliffe Cross. 
Brewhouse- lane, Shadwell. 
Gravesend. 
New-street, Shadwell. 
Limehouse Wall. 
Lower Shadwell. 
Shadwell Dock. 
Wapping. 
Rotherhithe, 
Limehouse. 
Wapping. 
Newrmarket-street. 
Shadwell. | 
King-stairs, Rotherhithe. 

Ne. 


ield. 


No. 


Baats. 
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of 


Names, 


59. James Strahan . . 
60. James Neale 


61 


. John Wells. , . » 


62. Nathaniel Brown 
63. John Simmons 
64. Peter Branburg . . +» 


Robert Moor 
William Bradley 

. William Murphy . . 
» Thomas Hill 


William Bristow. , . 
Patrick Conaghton . . 


Nobert Grace .. «'. 


Thomas Berry . . ; 


„Daniel Nowlan . , 


James Stafford 
John Burgess 


Joseph Hornsby ) 


. Joseph Dyckes 8 


78, William Smith . .. , 


William Cochran 
Thomas Byrne 


Leonard Johnson 


Henry Gibson 
Robert Flemming . . 


FRAewet Fat: © io. of ©, 
Walter Walker 


Thomas Norman . 


Charles Stewart 
- George Stroughts . . . 
Thomas Young . . . 
James Connell , . . 


Residence. 

Greenwich. 
St. Catharine's-lane. 
Rotherhithe. 

ditto, 
Gravesend. . 
King-stairs, Rotherhithe. 
Limehouse. 
Raynham, Essex. 
St. Catharine's. 

ditto. 
Rotherhithe-stairs. 
Trinity-yard, Ratcliffe. 
St. Catharine's-lane. 
Hermitage. 
St. Catharine's. 
Broad- street, Ratcliffe. 
Trinity-yard, Ratcliffe. 
Shak ſpeare-walk. 
Woolwich. 

ditto, 
King-stairs, Rotherhithe. 
New-street, Shadwell. 
Gravesend, 
Greenwich. 
Stone-stairs. 
Shadwell Dock. 
Narrow- Street. 
Bermondſey. 
Shadwell Dock. 
Ratcliffe Croſs. 


Wapping. 


R R 2 
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No. 
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No. of 

Boats. Names. Residence. 

gr. Jonas Olman . . .. King Edward-stairs, Wapping, 
92. William Turner . . Shad Thames. 

93. William Rye... Gravesend, 

94. John Thorn ditto. 

95. James Marshall ditto. 

96. Lake Eccleston . . . ditto, 

97. William Crudin . .. ditto. 


98. Richard Turner ditto. 
99. Richard Hatter . . . ditto. 
100. William Woffot . . . ditis. 
101. Samuel Spooner ditto. 
102. Alexander Bennitt . . ditta. 
103. Edward Brown ditto. 
104. William Clements . . ditto. 
105. John Munns . . . - dilto. 
106. Henry Foster dilto. 


10%. Thomas Collins . . . Milton, near Gravesend. 
108. Daniel Lamberd . . . Gravesend. 
109. John Turner ditto. 
110. William James.. Greenhithe, 
111. Andrew Gain , . . . Gravesend. 


112. John White ditto. 
113. Daniel Moor ditto, 
114. Anthony Hopkins ditlo. 
1156. Niikes Jeweli. . ... ditto, 
116. James Basse ditts. 


117. Barnard Wilton. Woolwich, 
118. Samuel John Eastfield, Limehouse. 

0 119. William Munro , . , Deptford. 

N 120. Joseph Wright... Shadwell. 

. 121. Thomas Bruer . . St. Catharine's. 


o 


122. John Keates , ., , , Forc-$treet, Limehouse. | 
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Ne. of 

Bats. Names. 

123. James Wilson . ., 
124. Patrick Dowley . . « 
125. Rd. Stevenson Branden, 
126, Francis Lamb . .. . 


127. Philip Redmond 


128, George Cruden . . . 
129. Job Tristram . .. . . 
130, Thomas Conter . . . 
131. Thomas Beattie . . . 
132. Walter Deverenx . 

133. Benjamin Plummeridge 
134. Joseph Butcher 
135. Maurice Looby . . . 
136. James Byrne 
137. Thomas Wilmott . . 
138. Matthew Devorix . . 
139. Jeremiah Dennett . . 
140. George Buike . . . . 
141, William Haycock 
.. — <0 
143. Peter Förster 
144. Patrick Lawler 
145. Richard Harvey 
145. Richard Ron .. . 
147. Jasper Scallion . . . + 
148. John Wood . . . . 
149. Isaac Large 
150. John Dawson 
151. Dennis Redmond . .. 
152, Thomas Terney . . . 
15 3. Patrick Conner 


154. Walter Kensello .. . . 


!55. John Rawlings . . . . 
I 


Residence. 
Rotherhithe. 
Salisbury-street, Rotherhithe 
Gravesend. 
Wapping. 
Tower Hill. 
Gravesend. 
Lower Shadwell. 
Bouking, Essex. 
Shadwell. 
Queen-street, Limehouse. 
Horslydown. 
Northfleet, Kent. 
Spring-Street, Shadwell. 

ditto. 

Gravesend. 
Middle Shadwell. 
Gravesend. 
Shadwell. 
Shad Thames. 
Gravesend. 
Woolwich. 
St. Catharineꝰs. 

ditto, 
Shadwell. 

ditto. 
Bermondsey 
Rotherhithe. 
Shadwell. 

ditto, 
Ratcliffe. 
Shadwell, 

ditto, 


Gravesend. 
N O. 
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No. III. 


REPORT from the Committee of West-India Merchants to the 
Merchants and Owners of Ships, trading from the Men. 
Indies to the Port of London. 


Tux Committee of West-India Merchants, finding every 
Regulation which they have suggested, and every Expedient 
which they have adopted, ineffectual to check the enormous 
Depredations to which the homeward-bound Cargoes of West- 
India Ships are annually subject in the River Thames, and 
those Depredations having of late increased in a very alarming 
degree, not only affecting the interest of the Planter and the 
Merchant, but also that of the Ship-Owner and the Revenue, 
have submitted to his Majesty's Ministers a Plan of Police 
peculiarly adapted to the Port of London, in which the energy 
of Executive Justice in the punishment of Offenders, is com- 
bined with regulations having an immediate tendency to prevent 
the offence :—And this Plan, comprehending in its structure 
not only a Marine Police-Office for Judicial Proceedings, but 
also an Establishment of Boats, and a general Register of 
Lumpers, having been sanctioned by Government, who have 
farther conferred on it all the stability and importance of a 
PuBLIic INSTITUTION, by a determination to defray the 
expense of the Judicial Department. It becomes necessary to 
explain to those most essentially concerned the outlines of this 
New Establishment, and the security which it holds out to 
Property by means of the Civil Force, which will be attached 
to the Police Department: By the speedy and regular Dis- 
charge of Ships, by Men properly selected and registered: — 
Afid by a System of Superintendance under Regulations properly 
methodized, and calculated to give energy and effect to the 
general design of the Establishment. 


With 


APPENDIX, NO, 111, 615 


With this particular view it has been determined, that a 
Marine Police Office shall be forthwith established at No. 2 59, 
Wapping New-Stairs, being as near as posible the Centre- 
Point where the Ships usually discharge,-—and that there shall 
be two distinct Departments comprehended within the Insti- 
tution , namely,— 


rst. A Police Department where Magistrates shall preside 
for the purpose only of taking cognizance of Offences committed 
on the River and its vicinity, and to which shall be attached a 
superintending Magistrate, a resident Justice, a Clerk, a Chief 
Constable, and Fifty Petty Constables, to be increased to a 
Hundred if occasion require. 


2nd. A Department for Lumpers, to which will be attached 
a Superintendant of Lumpers, a Cashier to receive the Lump- 
ing-dues from the Owners of each Ship, and pay Wages,—a 
Collecting-Clerk, and perhaps a Book- Keeper. 


3rd. That the resident Magistrate shall sit every Day, Morn- 

ing and Evening, (Sundays excepted,) and shall particularly 
direct his attention to the means of detecting and punishing 
D-linquents and preventing Crimes. 


4th. That the Constables, besides the ordinary duty attached 
to their situation, shall act as Watchmen, properly armed, on 
board each Ship under Discharge. They shall be selected 
from the best men that can be found; and, to prevent any 
corrupt practices, will be occasionally changed from Ship to 
Ship. The duty of these Constables will be to search all 
Lumpers when they go on Shore iu the Evening, and to appre- 
hend and bring to Justice every person discovered conveying 
any Article clandestinely out of the Ship or Vessel committed 
to their charge. That they shall be visited Morning and 
Evening by the Chief Constable, who shall see that each Petty 
Constable executes the duty assigned him; and, if not, to 
report his conduct to the superintending or resident Magistrate, 
that 
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that be may be reprimanded or dismissed, according to the 
nature of the offence. 


5th, That, as an additional means of prevention will arise 
from a general Register of Lumpers at the Marine Police. 
Office, under proper regulations ;—the Institution will thus 
embrace two objects, —Detection—and Punishment, under the 
Police-Department : and Prevention, under the Discharging- 
Department. This last is of great importance in perfecting 
the System, and without which, the Port of London can 
never be completely rescued from that imputation of habitual 
and disgraceful Depredations upon Commercial Property, 
which has arisen out of the present mode of dicharging Ves- 
sels. It is thercfore proposed to abolish the old System, as 
ruinous and destructive to the Port of London, and to 
discharge West-India Ships by means of Lumpers, who shall 
be attached to the Marine-Police Establishment, and who will 
be employed in rotation, and victualled by the Owners on 
board the Ship, under a reputable person in the character of a 
Foreman, who shall be answerable for the quick and regular 
dispatch of Ships. But, great as the advantages are, which 
may unquestionably be expected to result from this System, 
its success will depend on the support and union of the Ship- 
Owners as well as the Merchants, in attaching themselves 
closely to this new Institution; and in forming resolutions to 
conforin to the Rules established for the Protection of Property 
in the River; and to discharge their Vesscls by no other 
Lumpers than those who are registered and furnished by the 
Establishment. 

It is with peculiar satisſaction that the Committee find them- 
selves enabled to state, from every estimate they have hitherto 
been able to form, that the expense of Lumping out a Ship 
under the new System, wil! probably not exceed the averagęe- 
amount hitherto paid for Lumpers and Watchmen ;—the 
whole of the Freight on the quantity of Preduce usually plun- 
dered, 
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dered, will therefore be a clear profit to the Ship; and, 
estimating this Depredation at the very low rate of a 4 Cwt. of 
Sugar per Hogshead, it is obvious, that the saving to Ship- 
Owners, in the Port of London only, will, in One Year, - 
amount to upwards of {.10,0c0, on the single Article of 
Sugar imported, exclusive of other Merchandise. 

The Merchants and Ship-Owners, interested in the pros- 
perity of the West-India Trade and the Port of London, 
are therefore invited to afford their utmost assistance in giving 
effect to this new and useful Establishment, by entering into a 
Resolution to discharge their Ships only by means of Lumpers 
registered at the Marine Police-Office. It is therefore 
earnestly requested, that all Merchants, Ship-Owners, in 
the West-India Trade, or Agents for Ship-Owners, who 
approve of this Institution, and who are desirous of giving it 
effect, will be pleased to apply to the superintending Magis- 
trate at the Marine Police-Office, No. 259, Wapping New- 
Stairs, by Letter or personally, as soon as possible, that it may 
be precisely known who are to be considered as disposed to 
attach themselves to the Institution, and to avail themselves of 
the benefits which it holds out. 


 C:mmittee- Room, Murine-Socieiy's 


Office, June 26, 1798. 


No. 
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No. IV. 


MixuTtEs of a Meeting of the Committee of Mess- India Mer- 
chants, held at the Marine-Sacicty's Office, in Brshopsgate- 
Street, on Friday the 22d of Fune, 1799: containing 
Explanatory Observations, relative to the Fﬀfect of the 
Marine Pelice System, and Prapositions for discharging 
Wessels, and protecting the Cargoes and the Tackle, Apparel, 
and Stores, of West-India Ships, upon a Plan advantageous 
and satisfactory to all concerned. 


AT a Meeting of the Committee of West-India Merchants, 
held at the Marine-Society's Office, in Bishopsgate-Street, on 
Friday the 28th of June, 1799. 


Mr. CoLqQuno0un, superintending Magistrate of the Marine 
Police Office, laid before the Mecting a Report, containing spe- 
cific Details, relative to the Organization, Management, and 
Effect of the Marine Police Institution, during the last Twelve 
Months; together with various other Documents, explanatory 
of the System which has been pursued for the protection of 
West-India Property, against the excessive Plunder and Depre- 
dations which formerly prevailed ; and the Committee being 
anxiously solicitous, that the benefits, which were derived, 
wherever Ships and Lighters were placed immediately under the 
Charge of the Institution, should hereafter be extended gene- 
rally to the whole of the West-India Trade, 


« RESOLVED, 


That, with a View to remove those prejudices and mis- 
conceptions, which have hitherto tended to impede the full 
efficacy of the Design, the following Statement, accompanied 
by propositions for the delivery of Ships* Cargoes by the 

Marine 
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Marine Police Office, be printed and sent to the Merchants 
and Ship-Owners, trading from the West-Indies to the Port 
of London.“ 


The Marine Police Office, established in June 1798, has a 
two-fold object: To procure a speedy and regular discharge of 
West-India Ships by registered and approved Lumpers, under 
the control of the Office; and to protect the Property in every 
stage of the Discharge, from the moment the Ship arrives at her 
Moorings to the final delivery of the Goods at the King's 
Beam, by means of a Civil Force attached to the Police 
Department. 

The efficacy of the System adopted for the attainment of 
these ends being universally admitted, it is unnecessary to enlarge 
upon it : To the expence only attending its execution objections 
have been started; and on this score much misconception and 
unjust prejudice have prevailed. The amount of the Rates, as 
settled last year by the West-India Committee, has, in some 
instances, been complained of as an exorbitant charge for Lump- 
ing; and in others, as a still more unreasonable remuneration 
for Protection from Plunder: But it should be recollected, that 
both these services are included in the charge, and it is presumed 
are effected without any increased expence to the Ship-Owner; 
who, on the contrary, derives protection for his Ship, her Tackle, 
and Stores, from the River and Quay Guards, to which expence 
he contributes nothing. 

The Lumping Rates have been ultimately settled on the 
lowest Terms, for which honest labour can be procured for 
daily wages. A Ship-Owner could not therefore obtain it at a 
cheaper rate, unless in cases where an adequate indemnification 
for the abatement can be obtained by the Plunderage of the 
Cargo. The remainder of the expence incurred for Ship- 
Constables cannot be deemed an additional burden, since those 


furnished by the Office are only efficient Substitutes for very in- 
efficient 
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eſhcient Watchmen, who were, or ought to have been, em- 
ployed, according to the established usage of the Port, and at 
nearly the same rate of wages. (a) 

On the subject of Plunder, it seems unnecessary to bring for- 
ward the evidence, heretofore adduced, to prove the extent and 
magnitude of the evil; it is sufficient for the present purpose to 
repeat, that, in many instances, the Master Lumpers were 
deeply implicated in the crime, by pocketing the sums for 
which they contracted to lump out, and allowing their men to 
remunerate themselves by Plunder. The Committee, there- 
ſore, does not consider it possible to make à fair comparison of 
the expence of working out a Ship, under the former and pre- 
sent Systems, by a simple reference to the amount of the re- 
spective Bills; yet they cannot doubt, that, when the Table of 
Dues, now settled with the Lumpers under the Police System, 
are carefully perued, they will be considered as air, moderate, 
and economical. 


— — we oy 
C 
* 


— 
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It appears to this Meeting, from the Documents which have 
been produced, that thirty-eight individuals followed the occu- 
pation of Contractors for Jumping out West-India Ships, pre- 
vious to the Establishment of the Marine Police, who generally 
employed Foremen ; and, having several Ships working at the 
same time, seldom attended in person to their Discharge.— 
| That, under the New System, sixty-seven nautical Master 
? Lumpers, who cither constantly attended themselves, or made 

it their business to superintend the Labourers under their charge, 
it were taken into the employment of the Institution, and properly 
; sworn and instructed, besides twenty-three of the old Class. 


N (a) In this View of the Case, it must be admitted, that neither 
the Expence of Lumping nor Ship Constables can be considered as 
any new Charge; and ought not to be blended with the actual Ex- 
pences of the Police System, since Lumpers and Watchmen must be 
paid for, whether there be a Police or not. 


The 
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The remaining fifteen were either excluded as impure charac- 
ters, or declined the employment, either from a dread of the 
consequences of the oath of fidelity, and the control, or from the 
encouragement given them by those, who did not or would not, 
see the advantages held out to them by the Institution. The 
new Master Lumpers have been in training for a year ; and, as 
they usually work along with the Labourers they employ, and 
are tied down by specific rules and an oath of fidelity, besides 
the direct control of the Surveyors, this Meeting is of opinion, 
that they are likely not only to be able to work at a cheaper rate, 
but also to conduct the operations of the Discharge with more 
purity, and with a greater attention to the interest of those, who 
are concerned either as Ship-Owners or Proprictors of the Car- 
goes, The average Expence on two hundred and eleven Ships 
worked out under these Master Lumpers appears, from the 
Documents produced at this Meeting, to have been 311. 16s. 10d. 
per Ship, which does not geem to warrant the opinions which 
have been formed of the great increase of expence attached to 
the New System; nor is it fair to impute to this System those 
mavoidable charges, which may have arisen irom the delays 
occasioned by the want of Lighters and the crowded state of 
the Quays; a Contingency, which nothing but extended Con- 
veniences can remove. The Question submitted by this 
Meeting to Ship-Owners, and to the Trade at large, is,. — 
Whether, all circumstances camidered, the expence is not as 
moderate as could reasonably be expected, as a proper remu- 
nd ration, — not for criminal but henest Labour? And whee 
her, after the great labour which has been besto wed in systema- 
nzing this Design, and in forming a new class of men, more 
likely (from personal attention, and from being under control) 
0 condnct this branch of the business of the Port with honesty 
and œconomp, it is not decidedly the interest of Ship Owners, 
as Guardians of the Property of their Employers, to attach 


themselves to an institution, where a Chain of Protection is 
established. 
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established, which does not and cannot attach to Ships or Car- 
goes, which are not worked out under the control and inspection 
of this useful Establishment? Perhaps it may be necessary in 
this place to inform the Trade, that in all instances, where 
Plunder to any extent was detected last year, it proved to be 
from Ships not placed under the Protection of the Institution. 
It is for Ship-Owners and Agents, having the charge of such 
Ships, to determine how far they regard the interest of the 
Freighters in permitting the Property, intrusted to their care, 
to be open to Depredation, while the means of Prevention are 
accessible. 

For the purpose therefore, of attaining the object in view, and 
to remove from the minds of all concerned every idea of profit 
to the Institution, from the exertions that are used to eradicate 
the Depredations, which have so long 2fflicted the Shipping- 
Concerns and the Floating West-India Property in the River 
Thames, the following P:opositions are made to Consignees 
ard Ship-Owners : 


I. That Master Lumpers, on the application of Ships“ Hus- 
bands or their Agents, will be recommended by the proper 
Officer of the Institution who superintends that Department, 
with whom the Parties applying shall themselves make their 
own agreements, either on the "Terms specified in the Table of 
Dues already mentioned, or as much lower as can be obtained, 
with the benefit of the Protection of the Institution, provided 
such Master Lumpers, who. shall superintend the work, are 
sworn to fidelity, and placed under the control of the Police, and 
the prices agreed on for specific Labour registered in the Office; 
and that two Constables are also applied for as Guards in the 
Ships and Lighters, at 2s. 6d. per day, and 28. 6d. per night, 
each, while the Ship is discharging Goods, and to be reduced to 
half-pay during the period that no work is carrying on, after the 
first week; and the said Constables to be victualled on board. 


2 II. That 
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II. That on depoxiting 2s. per Ton, when any Ship is thus 
placed under the Protection of the Office, the Owners will be 
relieved of the trouble of paying the Lumpers weekly, which, in 
most instances, will be necessary where Master Lumpers are 
employed, who perform the work themselves; and who, on 
this account, will deserve a preference, although they may be 
unable to advance money till the work is finished. 


III. In all cases where money is deposited, a faithful account 
hall be kept of the same; and an exact statement of pay- 
ments and disbursements furnished each Ship's Husband after 
the Discharge, containing a specific statement or account of the 
advances to Master Lumpers and Constables, and the sums 
paid to each on a final settlement, unless Ship's Husbands 
Should signify a wish to make such final settlement them- 
Selves.) And, in consideration of the expence of Officers and 
Clerks, who must be employed in this Department, /9 engage 
Lumpers, adjust Accounts, and attend to the general detail of the 
Business, a charge only of five per cent. on the whole money dis- 
bursed shall be made, and the exact balance, as the case may be, 
either paid or received, so as to render it clear to Demonstra- 
tion, that no benefit whatsocver rests with the Institution, inas- 
much as the five per cent. on the Pisbursements will be more 
than exhausted by the additional salaries to Officers and Clerks, 
ard other expences which would not be incurred, independent 
of the Discharging System. 


IV. In cases where Ships' Husbands may not incline to place 
taeir Ships under the immediate charge of the Office, it is re- 
commended to them to attend particularly to the Police Rates, 
which have been found, by experience, to afford only a fair re- 
muneration to those who are in the habit of performing a part of - 
the labour themselves. Where separate agreements are made, 
it is recommended that the parties contracting shall be sent to 
the Office, for the purpose of having their names registered, and 
of being sworn to Fidelity. This will cost nothing, while it 

may 
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may be productive of great good in overawing Delinquents, and 
in preventing gross impositions upon Ship Masters and others, 
m making agreements with impure characters, it being always 
understood, that no person shall be registered and sworn to Fide- 
lity, who has been known to have been guilty of any evil 
practice. 

V. It is understood that all Ships, which are consabled and 
worked out by a Master Lumper, under the Cognizance of the 
Office, shall be entitled to the benefit of the daily and nightly 
inspection of the Boat Surveyors and River Guard, gratis, and 
also to the assistance of such Surveyors (being old Ship Masters) 
in occasionally overlooking the progress of the Discharge, and 
in promoting whatever may contribute to Security and Dis- 
patch. In preventing the unnecessary breakage of Casks, and 


in checking Pillage and Embezzlements, not only of the Cargo, 


but also of the Stores and Materials of the Ship. 


Finally, It is to be understood, that in all cases where Ships 
are not placed under che immediate charge of the Institution, 
neither the advantages above-stated, nor the System of Protec- 


tion and Preventive Police, which has been organized, and which 


has already been found so salutary and beneficial, can be extended 
either to the Stores, Tackle, Apparel, or Corgo. And while it 
is thus shewn that no extra Expence is to be incurred, that does 
not immediately apply to the Lumping Department, and that 
this Expence, while it is extremely moderate, is to produce both 
ceconomy and purity in the Discharge of VWest-India Ships; 
this Committee entertain hopes, that all concerned will avail 
themselves of the beneſits which it holds out, both to the Ship- 
Owners and Merchants, and also to the West-India Proprie- 
tors, whose Property they are called upon to protect. 


No, 
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No. V. 


RuLEs Explanatory of the Expence which will be incurred in dis- 
charging West-India and other Ships in the River Thames, 
and Conditions ts be performed by Lumpers, Ship-Owners, 
and the Marine Police Inslitution. 2d July, 1799. 


Conditions to be performed by Master Lumpers. 


It is understood, that all Master Lumpers, who undertake 
to discharge - Cargoes, shall be sworn to Fidelity, and shall 
agree to follow the Rules and Orders of the Magistrates for the 
prevention of Pillage and Plunder; and particularly, that they 
shall assist the Police Constables in searching the Lumpers 
when they go on shore. That each Lumper shall carry with 
him his breakfast and dinner, and shall not be permitted, on 
any pretence whatsoever, to leave the Ship while under Dis- 
charge, until the work for the day is finished; and that small 
beer shall only be furnished at the Ship's expence. That every 
exertion shall be used to promote dispatch in discharging the 
Ship, and to prevent the wilful breakage of Casks, whereby 
Sugars, Coffee, or other articles, may be spilled or wasted. 
And farther, that the said Master Lumpers shall select good 
aud proper Labourers, and be careful that they shall have no 
Apparel calculated to conceal Plunder, nor any Jiggers, Blad- 
ders with nozles, Pouches, Bags, Socks, or Vessels of any kind, 
vherchy Plunder may be obtained and conveyed away. To 
vegin to Work at Six o'Clock in the Morning, and not to leave 
off till Six o'Clock in the Evening, during the Six Summer 
Months ; and from Sun-Rise to Sun-Set, during the Six Win- 
ier Months. To be allowed Half an Hour to Breakfast and 
Ons Hour to Dinner, 


85 Lt. Rates 
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15t. Rates to be paid for Ordinary Wark to be performed by Lum- 
pers previous to, and during the Discharge. 


To unbend the Sails, get down the Topgallant Masts and 
Yards, strike Yards and Topmasts, unreeve running Rigging, 
put out Boats and Sails, build up a Stage for Cables if required, 
get up the Cables from below, and coil them thereon, clear 
the decks of all lumber, get up and rig a Derick for the pur- 
pose of discharging the Cargo, and to pump the Ship and wach 
the Decks when required; and, after the Discharge is finished, 
the Ship to be completely washed, the Fire-wood piled if re- 
quired, and the Ship left in every respect in good condition, 
Where Rum makes a part of the Cargo, the same shall be 
struck down and placed in a proper situation for Sampling, er 
hoisted upon Deck to clear the Ship for the Discharge of Sugars 
or other Goods. 


Nota. For these specific Serviced Two Guineas Shall be paid 
the undertaking Lumper, in all cases where the burthen of the Ship 
$hall be registered under 250 Tons; and where the said burthen 
shall be 250 Tons and upwards, then the all-awance Shall be Three 
Guineas, and no more. 


2d, Specific Rates ts be paid for discharging Cargoes. 


. 
For every Hogshead of Sugar from the British 

1 (0 
For every Tierce of Sugar from ditto . , 
For every Puncheon of Rum from ditto 


BS 
EF 
3 
For every Hogshead of Rum from ditto . o 6 
* 
89 


my 


For every Tierce of Coffee from ditto 
For every Barrel of Coffee from ditto . . 
For every Bag of Coffee, Ginger, Pimento, 
Cocoa, and I'urmeric . . . . 
Forevery: Ba of Cotton . ns 


O © 
S Dd 


For 
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For every Pocket of Cotton . . . . « © 3 
For every Hundred Hides . ... . . 4 6 
For every Ton of Logwood, Mahogany, 
Fustic, and other Dye-Woods . . 3 6 
For every Elephant's Tooth . . . . . o 2 
For every Cask of Ginger, from 2 to 3 cwt. o 4 
For every Cask of Castor-Oil . . . . © 10 
For every Lancewood-Spar . . . 0 2 
And for every Hogshead of Sugar from Mar- 
tinique, and other Captured or Foreign 
Islands, where the Weight upon an 
Average does not exceed 11 cwt. or 
. WG... ee 0 


The Rum, Cotton, Coffee, and other Articles, on board of 
Ships from the Conquered or Foreign Islands, to be paid for 
according to the General Table. 


3d. Rates to be paid for extraerdinary Wark out of the Common 
Course. 


I. In all cases where Rum Casks are struck into the hold of 
any Ship or Vessel, after being hoisted upon Deck, an allow- 
ance of 44. per Puncheon, and 2d. per Hogshead, to be made 
for this extra Work ; to be paid for on production of a Certi- 
ficate from the Commanding Officer on board at the time by 
the Master Lumper. And this charge to be incurred as often 
as the said Rums are hoisted up or lowered down into the Hold; 
excepting in cases where a specific agreement is made on lower 
Terms, to be certified as to the amount by the said Command- 
ing Officer. 

II. In cases where any Foreman Lumper shall be directed to 
perform any labour, not already specified under the head of 


Orainary and Extraordinary mort, a specific agreement Shall 
be 
882 
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be made for the same, and the Master Lumper shall receive 
from the Commanding Officer a Certificate, specifying the ex'r2 
labour thus perſormed, and the sum agreed to be paid for the 
same, unless such Officer shall choose to settle for such Work 
himself. | 

III. In all instances it is understood, that where such extra 
Work is paid for on the Certificates of the Commanding 
Officers, who have agreed for the same, the sum paid shall make 
a part of the general Disbursements to be settled and paid by the 
Ship's Husband on a final adjustment of the account. 


J. Muster Lumper, having 
per used the Rules laid down by the Marine Police Establishment, 
and the different Allswances and Rates, for ordinary and extracr- 
dinary Labour, do declare myself ratisfied with the ame. Mit- 
ness my Hand, this day of 


A Proxitian for Cases, where, from the particular State and 
Condition of the Cargo of any Ship or Vestel, it may be imprac- 
ticable tn find Lumpers, who will undertake the Discharge at 
any specific Rates, which may not be considered as very ex- 
orbitant ; er where, from the bad Condition of the Casks and 
Packages, it may not be the Iuterest of the Ship-Owners and 
C:nsignees to resort to the usual Mode of Working. 


When a Ship is so peculiarly circumstanced as to require 
much care and circumspection in the Discharge of the Cargo, 
from damage, or the bad condition of the Casks and Packages, 
in that case the Unlading of the Ship shall be carried on by 
Day-labour, at as cheap a rate as it can be procured, and a true 
and faithful account rendered of the same. 


Conditions to be complied with by Ship-Oruners. 


When a Ship is placed under the Cognizance of the Marine 
police Institution ſor the purpose of being discharged, two Con- 
6 ; | Stables 


12 
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stables shall bs applied for, to protect the Cargo, and the 
Tackle, Apparel, and Stores, of the Ship; and two Shillings 
per Ton shall be advanced for the purpose of defraying the 
weekly Wages of the Lumpers, until the amount can be finally 
adjusted. Each Constable to receive 25. 6d. per day, and 25. bd. 
per night; to be reduced to Halt-pay after the first week, dur- 
ing the period the Ship is not working. Ti:2 full amount of 
the actual Disbursements, and no more, shall be ultimately paid 
by the Ship-Owners, with 5 per cent. on the same, to defray 
the extra Expences incurred by the Lumping System. 


Conditions to be complied with by the Marine Police lustitutian. 

I. A faithful account shall be kept of the DUisbursement of 
the Money deposited, and an exact statement of the same fur- 
nished to the Ship's Husband, and the Balance of the Amount 
either paid or received when the Discharge 1s finished ; placing 
against such deposit the actual advances made to the Lumpers 
and Constables, with 5 per cent. on the Amount of the Dis- 
bursements, to defray the expence of the Officers and Clerks, 
who must necessarily be employed to conduct the Lumping 
Department; every pecuniary benefit to the Institution being 
disclaimed. 

II. In all cases where Ships are placed under the Cogniz- 
ance of the Institution by means ol Constables and Lumpers, 
such Ships, with their Cargoes, Tackle, Apparel, and Stores, shall 
be entitled to the daily and nightly inspection of the Boat Sur- 
Yeyors and River Guards, gratis; and also to the assistance of 
such Boat Surveyors (being old Ship Masters) in occasionally 
overlooking the progress of the Discharge, and promoting what- 
ever may contribute to Security and Dispatch. Where Ships 
are not placed in this manner under the Institution, no assist- 
ance or protection whatsoever can he afforded. 


J approve of the Rates and Conditions herein-before mentioned 


1717 behalf of the Owners of the Ship 
Ilitness my Hand, this Day if 
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\ 


No. VI. 


GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS 72 Marine Police Surveyors, havin 
Deputations under the Authority of the Act of the 2nd Ges. 
III. cap. 28. 


You are constantly to keep in mind, that on your appoint. 
ment to the Office of a Surveyor, you took a Solemn Oath 
on the Holy Evangeliſis of Almighty God: That you shall well 
and truly serve our Sovercign Lord King George in the 
Office of a Constable for one year, or until you shall be dis- 
charged, or shall cease to be in the employment of the Marine 
Police Institution, for the purpose of preventing and detecting 
Felonies, Larcenies, and Misdemeanors, in Ships, Veseels, 
and Lighters, in and upon the River Thames. — That you are 
not directly or indirectly to connive at any of the said Offences, 
but to seize and detain the Offenders when detected by your- 
self or others in any act of Criminality. That you are to be 
regular ard punctual in the execution of your duty, in con- 
formity to the Instructions which you receive from the Magis- 
trates.— That you will not receive directly or indirectly any 
Money, Goods, or Property of any kind, for, or in considera- 
tion of your conniving at any criminal or improper design, ot 
of concealing any evil practice which may come within your 
knowledge; but shall conduct yourself with the strictest fidelity 
in the execution of the duty assigned yau. 

And you further swear, that you will bear true allegiance to 
our Sovereign Lord King George, and defend his Person, 
Crown and Dignity, against all his enemies and opposers what- 
soever, and obey the orders of the Magistrates presiding at the 
Marine Police Office, and all others whom they may sct over 
you—<s0 help you Gop. 


Article 15t.—You are appointed Sitter in one of the Boats 
belonging to this Institution; in which, assisted by two Water- 


men or Rowers under your direction and controul, you are to 
take 
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take your regular turn of duty in perambulating the River 
Thames from London Bridge to Blackwall, agreeably to a rota 
which is laid down. In executing this duty, it is expected and 
required that you should be regular and punctual, departing 
from the Station at the back-stairs of the Office at the precise 
hour that is fixed ; and after visiting every part of the Pool and 
the different tiers of Shipping and Craft in that part of the 
River which is within the limits assigned you, for the number 
of hours specified in the rota of duty, then you are to return 
again to your Station at the Office, to be succeeded by the other 
Surveyors, hose duty commences at the period that yours is 
completed: so that at all times, both by day and night, there 
shall be constantly two Boats upon the River. 


Article and. In executing this important trust, it is required 
of you to be watchful and vigilant in detecting and apprehending 
all persons offending against the Laws now in being, respecting 
Felonies, Larcenies, and Misdemeanors, committed on the 
River Thames within the limits prescribed. 

By the Act of the 2nd George III. cap. 28, You are autho- 
ried * to apprehend and to detain all persons on board of any 
Bunibout, and also to seize, search, and detain in some place of 
safety such Boat, and the Tackle, Apparel, Furniture, and 
Lading thereof; and the person or persons so apprehended, 
shall, (as soon as conveniently may be,) be conveyed before the 
Justice or Justices having Jurisdiction. In all cases where 
such Bumboats shall Navigate on the said River Thames, for 
the purpose of Selling, Bartering, Exchanging, or exposing 
to Sale, to and among the Seamen and Labourers employed in 
and about Ships, Vessels, and other Craft in the said River 
Thames, auy Liquors, Slops, Tobacco, Brooms, or any Fruit, 
Greens, Gingerbread, or other such like Ware: or who shall 
Sell, Barter, or expose to Sale as aforesaid, such Articles, in 
or trom, or out of any Bumboat or other Boat, other Vun and 
except such Boats as shall be entered in the Office of the Trinity 


Corporation, and shall be used and navigated for the purposes 
aioresaid 
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aforesaid in the day time between Sun-rising and Sun-setting 
only, Or where persons navigating such Boats as aſoresaid, 
Shall take in Exchange, or by way of Barter, or shall unlaw. 
fully receive or procure to be delivered to them, any Roper, 
Cordage, Tackle, Apparel, Furniture, Stores, or Materials, or 
any part of the Cargo or Lading of any Ships or Vessels in 
the said River Thames: Or in cases where any Bumboat or 
other Boat shall be found Navigating for the purposes aforesaid, 
from London Bridge to the Lower Hope Point, and shall not 
be entcred by the Owner, or Owners thereof, with the Corpo- 
ration of the Trinity-house, and who shall not have marked his 
or their Christian and Surnames, and place or places of Abode, 
on the said Boat.“ 

That all such Offenders on being brought before the Justice 
or Justices, may be dealt with as the Law directs. | 

The said Act also authorises you, “ to stop, Search, and 
detain in some place of saſety, any Boat which there shall be 
reason to suspect, has any Repes, Cordage, Tackle, Apparel, 
Furniture, Stores, Materials, or any part of any Cargo, or 
Lading, stolen or unlawfully procured from or out of any Ship 
or Vessel in the said River Thames; and also, to apprehend and 
detain any person who may be reasonably suspected of having 
or Conveying any such Goods, Stores, or things in such Boats, 
and such person or persons so apprehended, shall be as soon as 
conveniently may be, conveyed before any one or more Justice 
or Justices of the Peace, for the County, City, Division, or 
Liberty, or place adjoining the said River.“ —T7 be dealt with 
as the Law directs. 

The same Act ſurther authorises you, © to apprehend all per- 
sons who shall be discovered Cutting, Damaging, or Spoilingany 
Cordage, Cables, Buzsy-Repes, Headfasts, or other Fasts, fixed 
to any Anchor, or Moorings, belonging to any Ship or Vessel 
at Anchor or Moorings in the said River Thames, or any 
Ropes used for the purpose of Mooring or Rafting Masts or 
Timber, or shall be aiding or assisting therein with an intent 
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to steal the same; and to convey such Offenders before the 
Justice or Justices as aforesaid,“ to be dealt with according to Law. 

By the Act of the 32nd Geo. II. cap. 16, You are autho- 
rised to give information to a Justice of the Peace in all in- 
stances where you discover any Ship-Master, or other person, 
receiving or putting on board any Ballast, without having pre- 
viously made a due entry of the same at the Ballast-Oftice of 
the Trinity Corporation; and who have not paid to the said 
Corporation one penny per Ton for the same, or who shall 
receive or put on board any Ship or Vessel any greater quantity 
of such Ballast than shall be so entered and paid for. 

By the same Act, you are authorised to give Information in 
all cases where Vessels inward bound shall unlade or throw out 
Ballast in the River, and shall not land the same on some com- 
mon Wharf or Quay near the same, at the expence of the 
Owner or Master, or into Lighters belonging to the said Cor- 
poration. 

In the execution of these duties, you are protected by the said 
Act of 2 Geo. III. against all persons attempting to obstruct 
you : lt being cnacted, that all persons $2 9bstructing, and 
all euch as shall act in their assistance, hall, on conviction an 
the oath of two credible witnesses, be transported for ſeven 
years.” Alt becomes therefore your duty, when such Offences 
are attempted, first to warn the parties of their danger, and if an 
actual obstruction takes place, to bring the Offender to Justice. 


Article 3d. In the course of your duty upon the River, if 
you should discover that the Master or Commander of any Ship 
or Vessel (contrary to the Act of 5 Geo. II.) outward-bound, 
shall receive on board any Gunpowder, (not being a Ship in His 
Majesty's Service,) in any part of the said River above, and 
not against or below Blackwall, you are authorised to lodge 
an Information against the Offender or Offenders, that they 
may be dealt with according to Law. 

And in like manner, if (contrary to the said Act,) you dis- 


cover that the Master or Commander of any Ship or Vessel 
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inward-bound, (not being in the King's Service,) shall not 
have landed his Gunpowder either before his arrival at Black- 
wall, or within twenty-four hours after he shall have come to 
an Anchor there, or at the place of her Unlading, you are 
also to lodge an inſormation against the Offender or Offenders, 
that they may be dealt with according to Law. And further, 
if you discover any Gun-powder conveying upon the River 
Thames, (exceeding too pounds,) in any Barge, Boat, or 
other Vessel, {except in Vessels with Gun-powder imported 
from, or to be exported to any place beyond Sea or Coastwise,) 
the «ame may be seized, unless in Barrels of not more than 100 
pounds in cach, and hooped without any Iron about them; and 
also, unless such Powder is in close decked Barges, Boats, or 
Vessels, and covered besides with Raw Hides or Tarpaulins, 
the Powder so scized in such cases, becomes on conviction, 
forfeited to the use of the person seiz ing the same. 

And further, (if contrary to the said Act,) you shall discover 
that the Master or Commander of any Ship, (not being in the 
King's Service,) Iying between London Bridge and Blackwall, 
Shall permit any Gun to be fired before Sun-rising, or after 
Sun-setting, or where Guns are found to be Shotted on- board 
of such Vesscls in any part of the River Thames, you are in 
like manner to lodge an Information, that the Offenders may 
be dealt with according to Law. 

And if you shall in like manner, discover (contrary to the 
said Act,) that any person or persons on board of any Ship or 
Vessel in the said River, berween London Bridge and Black- 
wall, shall heat or mc!t, or cause or permit to be heated 
or meited by Fire, Loggerheat, Shot, or any other thing on 
board or such Ship or Vesscl, any Pitch, I ar, Rosin, Grease, 
Tallow, Oil, or other such Connbustible Matter or thing, 
you are also to lodge an Information, that the Offenders may 
be dealt with according to Law, 

Article 4th. —In your Perambulations within the limits 
assigned you, and particularly in the night time, you will be 

exccedingly 
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exceedingly watchful respecting Fires, both on board of Ships 
and on the Wharfs ; and for this purpose, if your suspicion 
should be excited by any appearances indicating any evil designs 
upon the Shipping or Warehouses, by having Combustibles in 
their possession, or by any other act that may denote an inten- 
tion to do mischief, you will carefully watch such persons, and 
when such intentions are clearly ascertained, you will prevent 
the evil by apprehending the Culprits before they have been 
able to carry their diabolical designs fully into execution, and 
convey them before the Magistrates. 


Article 5th. — In case of Fire or any appearance thereof in 
any Ship or Vessel on the River, you will instantly adopt the 
most effectual measures for extinguiſhing it, by giving notice to 
those who have the charge of the Engines upon the River, 
and by calling to your aid as many Officers as can be found in 
the Service of this Institution, and employing the whole of 
the Boats in whatever service may be necessary to remove 
Shipping and to prevent the extension of the danger. 


Article 6th.—TIn your daily and nightly Perambulations on 
the River, and particularly in gales of Wind or Snow-storms, 
if you at any time discover Ships, Vessels, or Craft, drifting, 
or in danger, you will consider it to be your indispensable duty 
to give your utmost assistance in securing them, by warning 
the persons on board of their danger, and aiding in securing 
their Vessels: and in all cases where Vessels or Craft, are 
arifting without any person on board, and particularly such 
Vessels as are laden, it is expected and required of you, that 
you will take charge of them and remove such Vessels or Craft 
to some place of safety, leaving a Guard upon the Property, 
until proper notice can be givea to the Owners. 


Article 215. In your general Surveys on the River, you will 
keep a watchful eye upon Ships under discharge, particularly 
Vessels from the West-Indics, not placed by their Owners 
under the charge of the Institution, and not benefiting on this 


account by the Preventive System, which attaches to Ships 
guarded 
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enard:d by Police Officers under your controul.—Be particularly 
vigilant when the Lumpers and other Labourers leave , these 
upprotected Ships, and where Sugars, or any other Article 
suspeeted to have been stolen from the Cargo, is found in their 
possession, or in the possession of Lumpers or others coming 
from any Ship or Vessel in the River, you are to do your duty 
as detailed from the words of the Act of Parliament in the 
Second Article of these Instructions. 

The same authority enables you to detect all classes of Lum- 
pers or others from Ships in general ; also River Pirates. — 
Night Plunderers, —River Thieves, who are in the practice of 
Stealing Goods from outward-brund Ships. —Stealers of Goods from 
Craft. Thieves in the practice of Stealing Coals and Timber ,-— 
And other Acts authorise you to detect Delinquents damaging 
Cordage, Cables, Buoy-Ropes, &c.—Recervers, and others 
landing Go:ds from his Majesty's Ships, and Ships and Vessels 
not in the King's Service, having on board any Cordage, 
Blocks, Metals, Stores, or Materials with the King's mark 
thereon. Or persons committing Misdemeanors with respect 
to Gunpowder, Guns shotted, heating Pitch, Tar, and other 
Combustible Matter, or lading or discharging Ballast contrary 
to the Laws herein before mentioned.* 


Article 8th. — Wherever information is received, or suspicion 
is excited of any evil practice being in contemplation in any 
Ship, Vessel, or Craft, or in or about any Wharf, Landing. 
Place, or Slip, on the banks of the River, the utmost exertions 
are to be used in watching those points of danger, for the pur- 
pose of either preventing the mischief, or of detecting and 
bringing the Offenders to Justice. 


Article 9th, In the execution of these important Trusts, 
which are thus assigned you, it is expected and required that 
you shall conduct yourselves with the utmost attention to pro- 
priety.— 1 hat you will spurn with indignation every attempt 


* For further information, on this subject, vou are reſerred to the 


Rules and Regulations of the Por: of London. 
| to 
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to corrupt your integrity or to withdraw you from the strict line 
of your duty, in the execution of which, the utmost zeal, 
vigilance, prudence, discretion and sobriety, must on every 
occasion be manifested, never resorting to acts of severity or 
harshness when it can be avoided, and on no account using 
Arms but in your defence, —-In your intercourse with the 
Revenue Ofhcers, you will conduct yourself with the utmost 
civility and propricty, and render them every assistance in your 
power. 

Article 10th.—You are to insert in your Diary all the occur- 
rences of the day and night while you have been on duty, and 
report the same to the Magistrates every morning: and you are 
also to collect in a General Report, to be delivered once every 
Quarter on the day your Salaries are paid, a detailed account of 
the Speciſic Services yon have performed during the preceding 
three months, under the following heads, viz.— ist. The evils 
yu have prevented. and. The number of Offenders ycu have 
detected, and of these the number convicted. zd. The Ships, Ves- 
telt, and Craft, which by yerr vigilance, have been prezerved 
when drifting in the River.—4th. The general tate of the River 
with respect to security, and every other information which 
may be connected with your Official Duties, that nothing 
may be withheld from the Magistrates, leaving them to act 
upon such information as they shall judge proper, 


PARTICU! an INSTRUCTIONS 72 Marine Police Surveyors, 1e 
whom is assioned the duty of visiting Ships where the Owners 
or Consignees thererf have requested Ship. Can tables Is be sta- 
timed, or tu have applied for Lumpers to discharge the Cargs, 


Article 15t,—In all instances where Ships dizcharging Car- 
goes under the cognizance of this Institution, are placed under 
your particular charge, with Marine Police Officers on board 
tor the protection of the Cargo, you are required to visit such 
Ships at least once every day, and also once during the night, 
wing down in the Officers Book the hour you visited the Ship, 
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and taking down in your own Book such occurrences as may be 
proper to convey to the Magistrates, whether they relate to any 
matter applicable to the conduct of the Officers under your 
controul, or the Lumpers employed in the discharge of the 
Cargo.—Altkough this Institution can take no responsibility 
upon itself relative to such Cargo, yet it is your duty to see that 
the directions of the Magistrates for the purpose of preventing 
Plunder, are strictly carried into effect. In particular, you will 
eniorce the following Regulations :— 


15t,——T hat the Printed Caution against Pillage and Plun- 
der, is fixed on the Mast of each Ship placed under 
your charge, 

and. That the Caution against insulting Police Officers, is 
fixed up in a conspicuous part of the Ship. 

3d.— That the Advertisement forbidding the appropriation of 
Sweepings ard Scrapings, is also generally made 
known. 

4th.— That the Constables in cach Ship belonging to your 
division, arc ſurnished with Printed Instructions, and 
a suſſicient number of the Weckly Bills of Discharge, 
and also the Lighter Pass-Bills. 


It will be your particular duty to furnish yourself with a 
Copy of the Book of Instructions for Regulating the Conduct 
of Ship Constablog, and to sce that the various duties assigned 
them are punctually performed, and regularly to report to the 
Magistrates every instance where they appear remiss, careless 
or incapable ; at the same time bringing under their review 
the conduct of such Officers as are vigilant, active, prudent, 
and discreet, in the execution of their duty.—You will regu- 
larly examine the Books kept by these Officers ; and where 
they are new in Office and ignorant of the importance of 
the duties assigned them, you will in such cases admonish and 
instruct them, 


Article and. As often as you visit Ships in the day time 
during their Discharge, you will afford every assistance in point 


of 
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of advice and information, which may arise from your local 
and nautical knowledge in facilitating the discharge, in pre- 
venting unnecessary expences, in controlling every disposition 
mani fested on the part of the Lumpers, to injure the Casks 
and Packages, or to lay or execute plans for obtaining Plunder. 

Where disputes arise between the Commanding Officer on 
board, or others, and the Lumpers, you will use your best 
endeavours to compose and reconcile all these differences, that 
the Work may go on with expedition and harmony. 

You will at no time remain longer on board of any one 
Ship than the nature of your duty requires, and on no account 
longer than you can be employed usefully to the Institution. 


Article 34.—It will be your duty to keep an attentive eye 
on all Lighters receiving Sugars and other Goods from Ships 
under your charge, that no evil practice may be permitted to go 
on while lading ; and afterwards to see that each Lighter is 
furnished with a T arpaulin to protect the Cargo from damage; 
and also, that no Lighterman is suffered to loiter and wilfully 
to lose the Tide. And further, that a Marine Police Constable 
with a Printed Bill properly filled up, shall always accompany 
each Lighter.—And if Tarpaulins are wanting, or any thing 
amiss respecting the arrangements established with respect to 
Lighters, shall come to your knowledge, you will report the 
same immediately to the Magistrates. 


Article 4th. —In your nightly Surveys of the River, for the 
purpose of visiting the Ships of your division, you will also 
visit the Wharfs where the Lighters with Sugars, and other 
Commercial Property are lying, not only for the purpose of 
seeing that every thing is safe, but also as a check upon the 
Police Guards stationed upon the Quays and on the Said 
Lighters, who are to be hailed, and if not found upon duty, 
their want of vigilance to be reported next morning. And on 


boarding the different Ships in your division, during which, if 
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any Ship Constable, shall not answer at your call, and shall be 
found in bed or aslcep, and not walking the Deck, you will 
report the same to the Magistrates in the morning. 


Article 5th In the general execution of your duty, you 
will conduct yourself in such a manner as not only to deserve 
the confidence of the Magistrates as a vigilant and attentive 
Officer, but to impress upon the minds of Consignees, Ship- 
Owners, and Ship-Masters, a due sense of the advantages 
derived to the Port of London in general, and to the protection 
of Commercial Property in particular, from your zcal and vigi- 
lance in the execution of these and all other Instructions you 
may receive from the Magistrates. For this purpose, you will 
ever keep in view that you are Superior Officers, and that as a 
greater trust is reposed in you, more extraordinary exertions 
will be expected. And that while Depredations exist upon ths 
River, these exertions can only be manifested and proved by your 
success in detecting Offenders, and in bringing them to Justice. 


— 
— 


IxsTRUCTIONS 7 Land-Officers in the Service of the Marine 
Police Institution, being worn and admitted as Constables, 
and having Deputaticns under the Authority of the Act of 
the 2nd Geo. III. cap. 28. | 


You are constantly to keep in your recollection, that you 
have taken a Solemn Oath © on the Holy Evangelists of 
Almighty God,” That you shall well and truly serve our 
Sovereign Lord King George in the Office of a Constable ſor 
one year, or until you shall be discharged in due course of 
Law, (or shall cease, in consequence of Resignation or Dis- 
mission, to be in the Service of the Magistrates of the Marine 
Police Establishment, ) for the purpose of performing these 
duties belonging to the Office of a Land and River-Officer, in 
detecting Felonics, Larcenies, and Misdemeanors, committed 


in Ships, Vesscls, and Craft, in and upon the River Thames; 
and 


- 
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and in seizing and apprehending persons who may have in their 
possession any part of the Stores, Furniture, or Cargoes of the 
said Vessels or Craft which may reasonably be suspected to have 
been stolen: And all other duties connected with your situation 
as Thames Police Officers, 

In the execution of the Office, and powers with which you 
are thus invested, you promise and swear to conduct yourselves 
with the utmost purity, discretion, and vigilance.— That you 
are not directly or indirectly to receive any Money, Gocds, or 
Property of any kind, or the promise of any reward for, and 
in consideration of your conniving at any criminal or improper 


design, or concealing from the Magistrates any thing injurious 


to the ends of Publice Justice, or the prevention of Criminal 
Offences. —And further, that you shall bear true allegiance to 
our Sovereign Lord King George, and defend his Person, 
Crown, and Dignity, against all his enemies and opposers whats 
socver; and obey the Orders and Instructions of the Magis- 
trates presiding at the said Marine Police Office o help you 
Cod. 

18t.— Lou are ever to keep in view, that in executing the 
duties of your Office, you are to demean yourself with the 
utmost propriety and decorum, and with the greatest attention 
to accuracy, prudence, and discretion. 

To permit no temptation to seduce you into a state of intox- 
cation, on pain of immediate dismission : you are never to be 
of your guard, or manifest any harshness or severity in the 
execution of your duty, while at the same time you conduct 
yoursclf with zeal, firmness, and cantion, in all matters in- 
trusted to your care, taking the Lavrs of the Land constantly 
for your guide. 

You are on no occasion to shew your Arms with a view to 
excite terror; and they are never to be used on any occasion 
Wt in your own defence. 
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2nd, —You are to receive no fee or gratuity from any 
person whatsoever, for any duty you perform. Neither ate 
you to receive any reward for Services however meritoxious, 
unless with the previous consent of the Magistrates. 


2d. In executing your duty as a Land-Officer, 


You are authorised (being a Constable duly admitted and 
sworn, ) “ to apprehend and detain, or cause to be apprehended 
and detaincd all and every person or persons who may reasonahly 
be suspected of having or carrying, or any ways conveying any 
Ropes, Cordage, Tackle, Apparel, Furniture, Stores, Materials, 
or any part of any Cargo or Lading stolen or unlawfully pro- 


cured from or out of any Ship or Vessel in the River Thames; 


and also, to seize and detain in some place of saſety, such 
Merchandise, Goods, Stores, and things aforesaid ; and as soon 
as conveniently may be, convey, or cause the persons $0 appre- 
hended, to be conveyed before any one or more Justice or 
Justices of the Peace for any County, City, Division, Liberty, 
or place adjoining the said River.“ 


Ath.— By Virtue of a Scarch Warrant, under the Act of 
the 2nd Geo. III. cap. 28, granted by any Magistrate having 
legal Jurisdiction, you are duly authorised zn the day time, to 
scarch any Dwoelling-house, Warehouse, Out-house, Yard, 
Garden, and place; and if any such Goods, Stores, or Things, 
shall be found therein, suspected to be stolen or unlawfully come 
by, or taken from any Ship or Vessel in the said River, to 
cause the same to be deposited or kept in some place of Safety, 
and also, to cause the Person or Persons, in whose Hou, 
Warchouse, Out-house, Yard, Garden, or other Place, the 
same shall be found to be brought before such Magistrates, ot 
other Justice or Justices of the Peace, to be dealt with according 
to IL. aw. 

In cxecming this duty (the Warrant being directed to al 


Officers 


ny 
are 
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Officers in general) it will be proper, that you call upon some 
Officer acting for the time being, as a Constable or Head- 
borough in the Parish or Place where the Warrant directs you 


to search, that he may be at all times present, aiding and assist- 


ing in the said search. 

5th. If in the course of your duty in patroling the Streets, 
Lanes, Slips, Passages to the River, and other Places within 
your Jurisdiction, you discover or receive informations, which 
may enable you to discover and ascertain, that any Person or 
Persons, who shall have purchased or received any part of the 
Cargo or Lading of any Ship or Vessel, or any Goods, Stores, 
or Things, of or belonging to any Siip or Vessel in the said 
River, knowing the same to be stolen or unlawfully come by, or 
shall privately buy or receive any such Goods, Stores, or Things, 
or any part of such Cargo or Lading, by suffering any Door, 
Window, or Shutter, to be left open or unfastened, between 
Sun-setting and Sun-rising, for that purpose, or shall buy or re- 
ceive the same in a clandestine manner, from any Person or 
Persons whatsoever : You shall forthwith lodge an informa- 
tion bctore the Magistrates, that legal steps may be purzued 
to bring the Offenders to Justice. 

6th, In executing the Laws which have now been explained to 
you, the utinost attention must be paid to the Jurisdiction of the 
Lord Mayor and Aldermen of the City of London. If an Offence 
is committed in your view, within that Jurisdiction, the Party 
oliending must be immediately handed over to a City Officer, 
(unless you are yourself a Constable within this Jurisdiction) and 
by Lim carried before the Lord Mayor or some other of the 
Alderinen, who are alone authorised to take cognizance of the 
Otlence ; It will, however, be your duty on such occasions, to 
attend as a Witness to maintain your charge, and to give 


evidence. 


In execuling eccationally the Duties extra River Officers. 
rst. You are authorised by virtue of your Deputation, under 
"EA the 
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the Act of the 2d of George III. cap. 28, “to stop, search, 
and detain in some place of Safety, any Boat which there shall 
be reason to suspect, has any Ropes, Cordage, Tackle, Apparel, 
Furniture, Stores, Materials, or any part of any Cargo or Lading 
stolen, or unlawfully procured, from or out of any Ship or Ves. 
sel in the River Thames, and also to apprehend and detain any 
Person, who may be reasonably suspected of having or convey- 
ing any such Goods, Stores, or Things, in such Boats; and 
such Person or Persons so apprehended shall be, as soon as con- 
veniently may be, conveyed before one or more Justice or Jus- 
tices of the Peace, for any County, City, Division, Liberty, or 
Place adjoining the said River: To be dealt with according to 
to Law. 


2d. You are authorised to apprehend and to detain all Per- 
sons on board of any Bumboat, and also to scize, search and de- 
tain, in some Place of Safety, such Boat, and the Tackle, Ap- 
parel, Furniture, and Lading of such Boat, and the Person or 
Persons so apprehended shall, as soon as conveniently may be, 
de conveyed before one or more Justices of the Peace as afore- 
said. In all Cases where such Bumboats shall navigate in the 
said River Thames, for the purpose of selling, bartering, ex- 
changing, or ex posing to Sale, to and among Seamen and La- 
bourers employed in and about Ships and Vessels, and other 
Craft in the River Thames, any Liquors, Slaps, Tobacco, Brooms, 
er any Fruit, Greens, Gingerbrrad, or other such like Ware, 
or shall Sell, Barter, or expose to Sale as aforesaid, any sort of 
Liquor, or any Slip, Tobacco, Brooms, or any Fruit, Ginger— 
bread, or other such like Ware, in or from, or out of any 
Bumboat or other Boat, oer than and except such Boats as 
Shall be entered in the Mice of the Trinity Corporation, and 
shall be uced and navigated for the purposes aforesaid, in the 
day time between Suurising and Sun-selting only; or where 
persons Navigating such Boats as aforesaid, shall take in 
Exchange, or by way of Barter, or shall unlawfully receive, 
or 
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or procure to be delivered to them, any Ropes, Cordage, 
Tackle, Apparel, Furniture, Stores, or Materials, or any part 
of the Cargo or Lading of any Ships or Vessels, in the River 
'Thames.—Or in cases where any Bum boat, or other Boat 
whatsoever, Shall be found Navigating for the purposes aforesaid, 
in the River Thames, from London Bridge, to the Lower 
Hope Point, shall not be entered by the Owner or Owners 
thereof, with the said Trinity Corporation, and who shall not 
have marked his or their Christian and Surnames, and place or 
places of abode, on the said Boat, as the Law directs, 

3d. If in the course of your duty upon the River, you shall 
detect any Person or Persons in the act of Cutting, Damaging, or 
Spoiling any Cordage, Cable, Buoys, Buoy-Ropes, Head-Fast, 
or other Fasts, fixed to any Anchor or Moorings belonging to 
any Ship or Vessel at Anchor or Moorings, in the Kiver 
Thames, or any Rope used for the purpose of Mooring or 
Rafting Masts or Timber, or shall be aiding or assisting 
therein with an intent to steal the same; you will forthwith 
apprehend all such Offenders, and convey them before the 
Magistrate, to be dealt with according to Law. 


N:ta.—The said Act of 28 Geo. III. cap. 28, having enacted 
that in case any Person or Persons acting in the execu- 
tion of any of the powers granted by the same, shall be 
obstructed therein, every Person $0 obstructing, and all such 
as shall act in their assistance, shall on conviction, upon the 
bath of two credible Witnesses, be Transported for S:ven 
Years. It becomes your duty to warn Offenders of the 
nature of the punishment, and in all cases where such obstruc- 
tions are afterwards experienced, to bring the Offenders to 


Justice as the Law directs, 


4th. In your perambulations on the River, you will avail 
yourself of your local knowledge in carefully watching all 
points 
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points of danger, especially Slips and Back-dovas to the River 
and such quarters as from information actually received, or from 
other circumstances, you have reason to suspect mischief is 
intended. | 

5th. You will be vigilantand attentive in watching the Lumpers 
and other Labourers coming on Shore from Ships, where they 
have been employed, particularly those Ships not placed by the 
Owners under the protection of this Institution—That you 
will regularly search all Lumpers, and Others suspected to have 
in their possession any Stores or Materials of Ships, or any 
part of thcir Cargoes. 

6th. In the cxecution of your duty, you will conduct your- 
Selves with civility to all Revenue Officers, and where your 
assistance is required, you will give every aid in your power, in 
carrying the Revenue Laws into effect. 

th. You are required to make regular reports to the 
Magistrates of the Marine Police Establishment of all your 
proceedings once in twenty-four hours, and you are to obey all 
other instructions which they may see proper from time to 
time to give you. 
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INSTRUCTIONS f River Officers having Deputations under the 
Act of 2 Geo. III. cap, 28, and emplozed under tie 
Marine Police Instituticn, on board of Ships and Lighters 
in the River Thames, for the protection of Commercial Pre- 

perty against Pillage and Depredation. 
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The Oathof JIN the first place, you are to keep ever in your 
Office, 
recollection that you have taken a ſolemn oath, on e 
Hily Evangelists of Almighty Gad, * That you shall 
« well and truly serve our Sovereign Lord King 
« George, in the Office of a Constable, for one year, 
« or until you ſhall be discharged or shall cease to be 


«© in the empicyment of the Marine Police Establish- 
| 4 | ment; 
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ment; for the special and express purpose, and no 

other, of detecting Felonies, Larcenies and Mis- 
demeanors, in Ships, Veſſels, and Lighters, in and 

« ypon the River Thames. That you are not directly 

or indirectly to connive at any of the said offences; 

« but to seize and detain the offenders, when detected 

« by yourself or others in any act of criminality. 

« That you are to be vigilant and attentive in watch- Oath of vi- 
„ing the conduct of all Persons who may be sta- 

« tioned on board of any Ship or Vessel, or in any 

« Lighter, where you may be called upon to execute 

„the duty of a Watchman, whether Lumpers em- 

« ployed in dischargivg the Cargo or others, that no 

« pillage or plunder may be committed without 

© bringing the delinquents to Justice. That you 

« will not directly or indirectly receive any Money,. 
Goods, or Property, of any kind, for and in con- 

« ſideration of your conniving at any criminal and im- 

« proper design, or suffer the same to take place; that Outh of Fi- 
« you shall not conceal any evil practice which comes: 

« within your knowledge, but shall conduct yourself 

« with the strictest fidelity and tonesty in the execu- 

« tion of the duty assigned you. And further, that 

© you shall bear true allegiance to our Sovereign Lord Oath of Al- 
« King George, and defend his Person, Crown, and Saleter 
« Dignity, against all his enemies and opposers what- — 
* $0ever, and obey the orders and directions of the 

« Magistrates presiding at the Marine Police-Office, 

and all others whom they may set over you.” 


— 
— 


— 


And which OgpDpERS and Directions, in the 
mean Time, are these following : 


I. YOU will ever keep in View, that in con- Rules for 
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«quence of the Authority with which you are now oy 


invested, 
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invested, your condition in Society is advanced ; and 
it will, therefore, become you to demean yourself ac- 
cordingly, as a discreet and respectable Man, determin- 
ed todo your Duty with Prudence, Firmness and Integ. 
rity, and to avail yourself of the Power with which 
you are invested in preventing, as far as in you lies, all 
Depredations upon Property; and, when such are 
committed, to seize and detain the Offenders; and 
that, in general, your conduct shall be such as to 
command the respect both of the Captain and Mate 
of the Ship where you are stationed, so as to ensure 
to you at least an equal degree of Attention and 
Regard as the Revenue-Ofhcers ; since your Rank as 
Officers, armed with the authority of the law, is at 
least equal to them; and you must prove that you 
deserve such rank, and also the confidence that is 
placed in you, by a prudent and discreet conduct on 
your part to every person on board, and particularly to 
the Revenue - Officers; (to whom when required, you 
will give every assistance) and that you may deserve the 
respect of others, take care that you pay proper re- 
spect to yourself, by keeping yourself sober; * by 
avoiding disputes and quarrels; and by appearing clean 
and decent in your person and your apparel ; sub- 
mitting, without grumbling, to such accommodations, 
and to such fare as circumstances will admit, and con- 


sidering your duty as the first and only object of your 
attention. 


* In all cases where it shall appear to the Visiting 
Surveyor, or where notice is given by th: Captain or 
Mate that any Officer is in liquor, or has misconducted 
himself in any respect, such Officer shall be immediately 
brought before the Magistrates, and if he shall appear 
to be in liquor, or shall be proved to have in any respect 


betrayed the trust reposed in him, he will forfeit his wages 
and be discharged. 


II. 
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TI. As soon as you enter the Ship which is as- A Caution 
sig1cd you, it must be your first duty to see that the grant 
printed paper now delivered, entitled A CAUTION, Tlusdente 

4 : de fired on 
be nailed, pasted, or fastened, to the Main-Mast; the Maze. 
and that you suffer no person to remove or take it 
down, until the Ship is completely unladen ; and that 
you, or your colleague, read it aloud every morning, 
while the Jumpers are at breakſast, or when they 
come first on board, that those who cannot read it 
themselves may not pretend ignorance ; and that you 
also paste up, and read in the same manner, the 8 
caution against Sweepings and Scrapings, that nog steal- 

' _ lag Sweep- 
Person may be allowed to appropriate, to theirings aad 
. Scrapings. 
own use, any article whatsoever, whether sugar, 
coffee, or any thing else, which may drop into the 
hold from the casks and packages. 

III. Your next object must be to inspect the ship — 

a anger in 
narrowly, and to turn your attention to all the Points the Ship, 

: fromwheace 
of danger whereby plundered articles may be con- Piundermay 
, > 1 e ey d. 
veyed into boats, such as the Quarter-Gatlery, the?” EET 
Stern or Cabin-Hindows, the Head-Rails of the Ship, ed. 
the Cabin-Scuttle, the Ferecastle, the Port-Heles, the 
Fore-Scuttle, and every open Place; and, when boats 
are along- side, an additional degree of vigilance must 
be exerciscd, to see that no part of the cargo is clan- 
deStinely taken away. Before the discharge com- 
mences, the hatches onght to remain battened 
down, as well as every other place leading to the 
hold, or between decks, where the Cargo is deposited. 

VI. When the Lumpers come on board to begin Lympers to 

3 ; . de examiued 
to discharge, your attention must be particularly di- 2 ales 
rected to their dress, to see that they have no frocks Cooper,, 


when they 


nor wide trowsers, jamies, or under-waistcoats with come on 
doard and 


pouches; and that no bags or empty Stockings are go a here. 
brought 
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brought on board either by Lumpers, Coopers, or any 
other Persons, as, in such cases, it is always for the 
express purpose of thieving. This precaution to be 
used every morning; and every person coming on 
board to assist in the delivery of the Cargo, (and all 
other persons where a suspicion of any bad intention is 
cxcited,) must be regularly searched as often as they 
go on shore, not forgetting to examine the Crowns 
of their Hats, as they are often used for the Purpose 
of concealing Sugar, Coffee, Ginger, Pimento, and 
other small articles, 

Roats co- V. Be careſul in examining every Boat that comes 

ko. % be OD board, to &e that no Bladders with Nozles, small 


careiully ex- Pumps, called Jiggers, or tin Tubes, uscd in plunder- 
amincd for 
implements ing Rum, is brought on board: and, if such articles 
longer. hould be discovered concealed in the Hold, F orecastie, 
Stccrage, Cabin, or any part of the Ship, it will be 
your duty to Seize them, and report the case to your 
Surveyor, at his next viſit, that he may convey them 
to the Marine Police Office, "The same rule will 
apply to Jamies with Pouches, Wallets, Bags, empty 
Stockings, and Becr-Canns, brought by Watermen 
with Porter, which, heretofore, have often been re- 
turned full of Sugar. 
TheDatyof VI. While the Discharge of the Ship is going on, 
Constables . 5 1 pe 
explained it will be the duty of you and your Colleague, (who- 
— of ever can write best,) to attend upon deck, and insert 
—— is an account of all the Casks and Packages which are 
| put into the Lighter, (to be taken from the Mates 
Book, as your attention will or ought to be generally 
too much engaged looking after the Lumpers and 
others, to attend accurately to every Package yourself. 
And as soon as such Lighter is laden, to cast up the 
whole Number, as taken down in your Check- book, 
and 
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and insert the same 1n the printed, weekly, daily, and 
Tide or Way Bill, which last goes along with each 
Lighter to the Quays. You will receive a sufficient 
yumber of these bills, and it will be the duty of the 


Constable, who is on deck, to note down in his Check- ODeck, 
Book the Name of the Lighter, the number of the casks _ 


and ether packages on board, and when she departed 
from the Ship, and to what Quay she is sent. And, 
while this duty is executing on deck, the other Con- 


stable must be constantly in the hold, attending to the in the Hold. 


unstowing of the cargo, and keeping a watchful eye 
on the Lumpers and Coopers, that they do not wilfully 
break casks and packages for the purpose of spilling 


Sugar, Coffee, Pimento, Ginger, and other Articles, 


with a view to plunder; and, upon its appearing to 
you that they are carrying such evil intentions into 
exccution, (which has been too oſten the case here- 
tofore,) you will appriſe the Master-Lumper, (who 


is a Sworn Officer as well as yourself,) and also the 


Captain or commanding Officer if on board, that a 
check may be given to it; and it will also be your 
duty to give the same information to your Surveying 
Oincer on his next viſit. 

On no account are you to allow your attention to 
be taken off your duty, or your vigilance to be sus- 
pended for one moment by performing any labour on 
board the Ship, as a Lumper or otherwise, on pain of 
immediate dismission and the forſeiture of all wages 
due at the time; and it appearing to have been a 
practice for Lumpers and others to conceal bags of 
Sugar and other Articles under the Ballast, when 
working in the hold with a view to remove it after the 
q charge is finished, you will be particularly watchful 
to prevent this, and to examine the Ballast as Soon as 
you 
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you can have access to it in the evening aſter the work 
for the day 1s finished, and particularly before you 
quit the Ship, after she is completely discharged, that 
the plunder so found may be restored to the cargo. 
Deinen VII. If, in the courſe of your discharge, you 


stealing any 
part of the discover any person Stealing, or having in his pos- 


— ——— any Sugar, Rum, Coffee, Pimento, Ginger, 

8 Cocoa, Cotton, or any other Article comprising the 
Ship's Cargo, or Materials or Stores, vou will in— 
stantly, by virtue of the Authority you possess, ſeize 
and apprehend such Offender, and detain him and the 
Articles stolen in safe Custody until your Surveyor 
comes on board, or until you can send notice to the 
Marine Police-Office, that all such Offender or Of- 

fenders may be dealt with as the Law directs. 

Lanterns to VIII. It will be your indispensable Duty, soon 

* after Sun-set every Night, to sc that. tuo Lanterns 

Nishi. are lighted and hung up in the Main Shrouds, at the 
Gangway, and there to remain, properly lighted, until 
Day-break. You and your Colleague, or Partner, 

Night- Duty are to watch constantly, and without intermission, and 

ot Cousta- 1 vs 

bles er- to relieve one another every Four or Six Hours, as 

rlucd. may be settled between you; and you arc, on no 
Account to accept of the offers of Revenue Oilicers to 
watch in your Stead, as when such offer is made, 
there are strong reasons to suspect it is with no good 
Design. In this manner have Watchmen, on former 
occasions, been deccived, and much Plunder carried 
on. Besides, it will be your duty to keep in mind, 
that the Police-Surveyor of your Division will visit 
you at some uncertain hour in the course of the night, 
and if you or your Partner, as the case may be, ate 
rot on your Post awake and on the Look out, vou 


are to understand, that, by such misconduct and gross 
neglect 
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neglect a duty, you will forfeit not only all the WagesThe Conse- 


which may be due at the time, but you will be stig— Feat = 
matized as unworthy of the truſt reposed in you, and — 
you will be stript of your Deputation as a River- . 
Otlicer, and instantly brought on shore and discharged 

with Disgrace. 

IX. On no account are you to permit Boats to Boats not to 
hang upon the Bows, Quarters, or along-side of 1 
Ship in which you are stationed, without complaining ** 3 
to the Captain or Chief Officer on board; and, if he 
will not remove them, you will note the same down, 
for the information of the Police-Surveyor and the 
Magistrates; and, in all such cases, you and your 
Colleague may justly suspect that Boats so detained, 
are kept ſor some evil design, and therefore it will be 
your indispensable Duty to watch them narrowly, and 
to seize and apprehend all Persons carrying away any 
part of the Cargo in a Clandestine Manner, 


X. In executing this and every other Duty, you Civitity to 
the Captain, 
Mate, and 


persons, and particularly to the Captain, Mate, and Officers, re- 
cymmended 


Revenue-Officers, and allow neither to have theon all occa- 
. . . 510183. 
east cause of complaint against you on this or any 


will conduct yourself with all possible civility to all 


other ac count. 
XI. As soon as a Lighter is laden, either you or The Duty 
* Officers, 
your Colleague must attend it to the Quay, carrying paving 
with you the printed Way-Bill already mentioned 1 mo 
and, on your arrival at the Quay, you will call outexplained. 
for the Police-Guard, and deliver the Lighter into his 
Charge, with the printed Bill of the Cargo, and take 
his Receipt on your Check-Book for the same ; and, 
when $0 done, you will return immediately to your 
Ship, and report to your Surveying-Officer, on his 
next Visit, what you have done, And as it has here- 
| tofors 
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tofore happened, that Lightermen frequently lost the 
tide on purpose, and pretended to run athwart Hawse, 
merely to have an opportunity of piundering the Cargo, 
and of concealing it in the Fore-Sheets, you must be 


of Consta- extremely vigilant and attentive not only while the 


bles with 
respꝰ ct to 
Lighters 


during their 


Passage to 


the Qaye. 


— 


Respecting 


Lighter is lading, to sec that stolen Bags of Coffee 
Pimento, Ginger, Cotton, &c. are not hid in the 
Fore-Sheets, but also that the Lighterman does not 
lose the Tide, but uses cvery endeavour to get up as 
fact as possible; and particularly that no Person is 
permitted to come on board during her Passage to the 
Quays, especially in the Night; and, if they do, be 
watchful of their Conduct, as such visits are gene- 
ally for some mischicvous or bad purpose. And, 
above all, be careful that no lighter quits the Ship 
without having suſſicient Tarpaulins to protect the 


Tarpauline. Cargo from Rain. If this sould ever be suffered, it 


Constables 


mav UE 
arnis ig 


their ovn 


will be your Duty to remonstrate with the Captain or 
Mate, and to shew them your instructions; and if, 
after this, no Attention is paid to the Safety of the 
Sugars, you will imnicdiately send Notice to the Ut- 
fice, or report it to your Superior Ofjicer, 

XII. "Ihe Authority you are invested with, as a 
River Officer, ought to be suflicient, if discreetly used, 


delence, but to enable you to execute your ity with effect; but, in 


not other- 
wi Se. 


Case of Resistance, you are ſurnished with a Cutlass, 
which, however, is never to be shewn or used but in 
your Defence; and you ought to recollect, that 3 
prudent Officer has seldom occasion, in the execution 
of his Duty, in scizing or apprehending Offenders, 
to have recovrse to any thing but the Authority of the 
Law, manitested by shewing and exhibiting his Staff 
cf Office. Aris, therefore, ar: only to be resorted 
to in the last extremity. 


XIII. 
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XIII. It being the Practice of the Magiſtrates to Contables 
examine all Constables very strictly and minutely ceparately 
after the Discharge of the Ship in which they are asse 
stationed, and also to call for their Check-Books, 3 
will be creditable to you, and also a great recom- oa Duty. 
mendation to future Employment, if this Book shall 
appear to be distinctly and accurately kept, and that 
you shew your vigilance by noting down every Parti- 
cular that occurs, and also every insult offered you by 
Revenue-Officers or Mates, which will always be 
properly noticed, and Redress given, provided it ap- 
pears that such Insult was not provoked by any im- 
proper conduct on your part. 

XIV. If it is discovered that you quit your post, 
either in the Ship or Lighter, while property is under 
your charge, without leave, or before another officer 
takes your station, your wages will be forſcited, and 
you will be instantly dismissed the service. If you are 
moreover discovered to be asleep, or not upon Deck 
in the Lighter, you will instantly lose your situation. 

XV. Lastly, you will observe, that, in order — 
extablish a just Rule whereby those Constables onfull Pay and 
board of Ships, which are quickly discharged, may be Candle 
upon an equal ſooting with others who remain for a 
great length of time doing nothing, that it has been 
Settled by the Magistrates, that the following Rule 
Shall take place in future relative to the payments of 


wages, namely, 


T That full pay, or 55. a day, shall be paid 
to each Constable for the first seven days, 
and afterwards half-pay, unless on those 
days when the Vessel shall discharge any 


part of her Cargo, amounting to a Lighter- 
load. And when such discharge stops, then 
the Constables to be again reduced to half. 
pay, and so on to the end of the discharge; 
and such full days and half days to be cer- 
tihed by the visiting Police-Surveyor.-—As 
soon as the Ship is discharged in which you 
were last employed, you are to consider your- 
self as out of the service of the Institution, 
until again called upon and employed by 
the Magistrates. 


SUPPLEMENTAL INSTRUCTIONS. 


Ist. In all cases where Felony or Larceny shall ap- 


pear to have taken place on board of any Ship ar 
Lighter, under your particular charge, the Ma- 
gistrates rescrve a power of declaring your Wages 
to be forfeited, in case it shall appcar that such 
Felony or Larceny arose from any want of vigi- 
lance on your part; and you will moreover be 
dismissed the Service, and struck off the List of 
Occasional Officers. 


2d. If any thing should come to your knowledge re- 


lative to any mal- practice, connivance, or impro- 
per conduct on the part of any Brother Officer, 
you are bound, by your oath of office, to state it 
immediately to the Magistrates, that the same 
may be examined, and the party accused acquitted 
or punished according to the nature of the case. 
If it shall appear that you omit or neglect to do 


your duty in this respect, your Wages due at the 
time 
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time will be forfeited, and you will be dismissed 
the Service. | 


zd. If any Officer shall, after the solemn oath he has 


4th 


taken, and in opposition to these Instructions, 
prove *s0 base and infamous as to be concerned 
himself in sicaling or pilſering any part of the 
Cargo, Provisions, or Materials of the Ship he 
is appointed to Guard, however small or trifling 
the same may be; or shall, by aiding and abetting 
others, suffer such felonious practices to take place, 
or shall enter into an agreement with Revenue 
Officers, Mates, Lumpers, Watermen or others, 
for the purpose of Plunder, such Otlicer shall, 
on detection, be apprehended as a Felon, and pro- 
ceeded against with the utmost rigour of the 
Law, at the expence of the Institution. 


FINALLY, 
As the whole success of the design depends on 
the purity and integrity of the Oihicers employed, 
and as it is the firm determination of the Magi- 
Strates to allow no act of delinquency to escape 
their notice, and to use every means in their 
power to detect and bring to Jight every evil prac- 
tice, or gross neglect, on the part of the Officers 
they employ, it is understood that a reward will 
be given, wherever fair and proper information 
is given, Which shall ultimately lead to convie- 
tion. At the same time let it also be understood, 
that wherever an Officer is discovered to have 
conducted himself meritoriously, and with ho- 
nesty and fidelity, he will be ranked as a frefer- 
able Officer, and will receive every possible en- 


corrag:ment from the Magistrates. 
Uu 


657 
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N. B.—The Superintending Magistrate, on the at. 
rival of every Fleet, has been in the constant 
Habit of assembling the whole of the Ship Cen- 
Stables on the Registers of the Institution for the 
time being, and of giving them a solemn charge, 


for the purpose of enforcing purity of conduct, 
vigilance and attention to their duty, and pru- 
dence and discretion in the execution thereof, 


IxsTRUCTIONS 7% Quay Guards in the Service of the 


Marine Police Iustilution. 


You are ever to keep in your recollection, and let it make 


a deep impression on your mind, that you have taken a solemn 
oath, on the Holy Evangelists of Almighty God, ** that you will 


«c 


«cf 


10 


«ci 


faithfully discharge your duty as a Guard upon the Quays, 
Wharfs, and Lighters, on which you shall be stationed, in 
the Port of London, for the protection of Commercial Pro- 
perty, during the time you shall be in the immediate service 
of the Marine Police Institution, for the purpose of detect- 
ing Felonies, Larcenics, and Misdemcanors, which may be 
committed on Goods and Merchandise, in Lighters lying at 
or near the said Quays or W harfs, or landed from the same. 
« And you further promise and swear, that you will faith 
fully execute the orders and instructions hereunto annexed, 
and all other orders which you may receive from the Magi- 
Strates at the Marine Police Office, or the Surveyors set oer 
you.— That you will be vigilant and attentive in watching 
tie conduct of all persons upon the Wharfs, Quays, ot 


Lighters, who may be reasonably suspected of an intention 
66 to 


he 
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to commit acts of pillage; and on the detection of ſuch 
« Offenders, immediately to secure them, and hand them over, 
« with the property stolen, to a Constable of the City of 
« London, or some Peace-officer, having legal authority, where 
the off.nce is committed, for the purpose of being conveyed 
« before the Lord Mayor, or other Magistrate _ Jurisdic= 
« tion, to be dealt with according to Law. 

« And you further swear that you will not, directly or in- 
« directly, receive any Money, Goods, or Property of any 
« kind, for, and in consideration of your conniving at any 
« criminal or improper design, or suffer the same to take 
place in consequence of any promise of a reward; but con- 
« duct yourself with the strictest fidelity and honesty in the 
discharge of all the duties assigned you, 


« So help you GOD.” 


Article IJ. Vou will have a particular station assigned you by 
the Superintending Surveyor of the Quays, which station you 
are not to quit, on pain of immediate dismissjon, until you are 
regularly relieved. 


Article IT.—As often as a Marine Police Constable accom- 
panies Lighters with Goods, making a part of the Cargoes of 
Ships protected by this Institution, you will receive the Lighter 
Bill or Bills from such Constable, and note down in your Check- 
Book the day and hour when the said Lighter or Lighters ar- 
rived, making also a similar memorandum 1n the Constable's 
Book, whose duty it will be to return immediately to his Ship, 
and then all such Lighters must be the object of your immediate 
attention, particularly in the night-time, so as effectually to 
prevent idle and suspicious persons from going on board on 
pretence of scraping the casks, (which must on no account be 
Suffered,) or with a view to obtain plunder, And that such 
Lighters may be sufficient ly protected against depredation, it is 

UU2 expected 
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expected from you, that you will station yourself on the out- 
side Craft, or in such a situation as shall enable you distincth 


to see the whole that are committed to your particular charge. 


Article III. In all cases where Lighters are accompanied 
by Marine Police Constables without proper Tarpaulins, you'll 
immediately report this neglect to the Superintending Surveyor, 
that measures may be taken, in case of need, to protect the 
Cargo against the weather. 


Article IV. Wherever you perceive idle and dissolute cha. 
racters lounging upon the Quay s, such as long- apron- men, and 
others, who gather in crouds, for the purpose of creating con- 
fusion, with a view to obtain Plunder, you'll use your utmost 
exertions to drive them away, so as to keep the Quays as clear 
as possible, and thereby enable the real labourers to carry on 
their business with the greater facility, and to prevent all sus- 
picious characters from having an opportunity to obtain Plunder. 


Article V.— When any pilfering transaction is discovered 
within the jurisdiction of the City of London, you will Seize 
the delinquent, and hand him over to a City Officer, with the 
stolen articles found in his posscssion, for the purpose of being 
carried before the Lord Mayor or Aldermen, before whom you 
will also appear at the proper time to give evidence of the of- 
fence committed; and when similar offences are detected in the 
Counties of Middlesex or Surrey, you will, in like manner, 
hand over the offenders to the Peace-Officers of the District, 
to be carried before the Justices having jurisdiction in thos 
Counties, before whom you will also appear to give evidence. 


Article VI. —Vou are to take especial care that no wilful 
breakage of Casks or Packages takes place on the Quays d 
Wharts, with an apparent view to obtain pillage from the 

spilling 
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spillings of Sugar, Coffee, or other Articles; and when you 
see such practices going forward, you will instantly apprise the 
Wharfinger of the same, that means may be taken to prevent it. 


Article VII. When large quantities of Sugars, or other 
Goods, are piled upon the Quays and Wharfs where you are 
stationed, you will be doubly diligent in your duty, by moving 
constantly round them, so as to prevent Persons in search ot 
Plunder from having time to carry their evil desigus into effect, 


Article VIII. When visited and hailed in the night by the 
Police Surveyors on the River, you are to be regular in answer- 
ing their call. Any neglect or omission, in this respect, will 
be construed into an absence from your Post, and will not only 
occasion a forſeiture of your Wages then due, but will, if 
actual absence is proved, occasion your immediate dismission 
from the Service. 


Article IX.—In the execi tion of your duty, you'll con- 
duct yourself with the utmost civility and attention to the 
Revenue Officers and Wharfingers, and afford to each every 


assistance in your power when required. 


Article X.—You'll make a regular Report of every occur- 
rence to your Surveyor ; who is hereby instructed to form the 
dame into a General Report, for the Inspection of the Magi- 
strates. 

You will keep yourselves constantly sober, and use no intem- 
pcrate or provoking language to any person, and be particularly 
carctul never to shew your Arms, or to use them on any oc- 
<a$10n, but in your own defence. It is, at the same time, ex- 
pected that you are to be firm, vigilant, and alert in the execu- 
tion of your duty, and to use every prudent endeavour to pro- 
tect the property under your charge from Maile, Plunder, or 
ry of any kind, And where zuch injury is sustained by care- 

lessness 
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Jessness or inattention, on the part of those who perform the 
labour, you'll Report their Names to your Surveyor, for the 
information of the Committee of West India Merchants, and 
the Magistrates. 


Lastly, As the Superintending Surveyor of the Quays is 


directed to make regular Reports of the good or bad conduct 
of all Persons employed as Guards upon the Quays in the 
Service of this Institution ; you are to understand that every 
person who conducts himself meritoriously, will receive pro- 
tection and encouragement, and will always have a preference, 
The good services of such men will be registered by the Ma. 
gistrates, while those who are found to be inactive, careless, 
and inattentive in the execution of these instructions, will be 
discharged to make room for others who are more deserving. 


InsTRUCTIONS 70 Watermen in the Service of the Ma- 
rine Police Inslitulion, having Deputalions under 


. | the Authority of the Act of 2 Geo. III. Cap. 28. 
0 1 HAviNG taken a Solemn Oath to be faithful to the Trus 
4 0 reposed in you as a Waterman under the controul of the Magis- 
. . trates of this Institution, and subject to be dismissed on any Act 
* of Misbehaviour; it is expected that you will keep yourself at 
i all times sober ; and that you will be regular in your attendance 
1 | upon your duty, as hereafter explained. 
'M I. You are to be punctual in your attendance upon your 
1 Surveyor at the precise time fixed for your proceeding upon your 
4 River Duty; and to have all the Materials of the Boat in pro- 
„ per order; and when your Surveyor viſits any Ship, you are t0 
4 | remain alongſide, without having any intercourſe with the Lum- 
Wi pers or others on board ;—you are on no pretence whatever, to 
} p desert or absent yourself from your said Duty on pain of immediate 
; 15 ; dismission 
Wd 
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dismission : or of having your wages due from the preceding 
week, either mulked, or totally forfeited, at the direction of 
the Magistrates, according to the circumstances of the case. 


II. In the execution of your Duty, you are to conduct your- 
elf, at all times, with the utmost prudence and discretion. 
You are to be vigilant and attentive in detecting unlawful prac- 
tices on the River, and firm and active in the apprehension of 
offenders. In executing this or any other duty, no insolent or 
violent expressions are to be used; nor are you permitted on 
any pretence, to utter profanc Oaths or Imprecations, or return 
any bad language for the abuse you may receive upon the River. 
If you are assaulted or obstructed in the execution of your Duty, 
on lodging a Complaint before the Magistrates, the law will af- 
ford you a ready remedy. At no time are you to make use of 
arms but in self-defence, and never until you are attacked, and 
have no other means of securing yourself against danger. 


III. On all occasions where you know or receive informa- 
tion of any illegal or felonious act, either actually committed, 
or intended to be carried into effect upon, the River Thames, 
you are to give notice of the same immediately to your Sur- 
veyor, or in his absence to the House Surveyor or the Magis- 
trates. 


IV. You are to consider your powers and duty to be con- 
f ned wholly to offences committed on the River: (always under 
the direction of your Surveyor :) This, however, is not to pre- 
clude you, when ſo directed, from following Offenders detected 
on the water, and even to apprehend them after they land if not 
practicable before ; but in no other case are you to interefere. 


V. You are hereby directed to be particularly careful of the 
boat in which you are employed as a rower, and to see that 
euch boat is never placed in a situation to receive injury. It is 
Aso your duty to pay due obedience to the orders of your Sur- 
cyor, and to secure the Oars, Boat-hook, Tilt, and all other 

articles, 
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articles, that nothing may be stolen or carried away: And to 
be particularly careful that your arms are kept clean, and at all 
times in good order, on pain of being mulked when such arms 
are inspected and found rusty or unserviceable. 


VI. Each of you being furnished with a great coat at the 
expence of the Institution; you are to be answerable for it, 
as well as for your arms, if from any act of carelessness or in- 
attention they are lost or stolen. 


Lastly—As the Surveyors are instructed to make regular re- 
ports of the good or bad conduct of Watermen in the service of 
this Institution, it is to be understood that while those who 
conduct themselves meritoriously, will receive protection and 
encouragement from the Magistrates, who will order their ser- 
vices to be registered; on the contrary, such Watermen as 
are careless and inattentive in the execution of their duty, or 
who act contrary to these instructions, will be discharged to 
make room for others more deserving. 


IssTRUCTIONS #o Master Lumpers Toho enter inis 
engagements to discharge Ships under the Coguizance 
of the Marine Police Iustitution. 


HaviNG taken a solemn Oath to be faithful to the trust 
reposed in you as Foreman of the Lumpers you em- 
ploy, to discharge the respective Ships assigned you under this 
institution, —Having also solemnly promised and sworn that 
you will not connive at any plunder, or be concerned yourself 
in any evil practice ; but that you will not only restrain the 


persons under your controul, from acts of pillage and wilful 
| breakage 


SY ww Y Fa © wo 
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breakage of casks and packages; but that with a view to detec. 
tion, you will regularly search or assist in searching all Lumpers 
on their leaving the ship in which they are employed. Having 
ſurther promised and sworn to obey the Orders and Instructions 
of the Magistrates with a view to the prevention of all abuses 
in thedischarge of the ships and vessels assigned you. In com- 
plying with these solemn engagements you are carefully and 
punctually to attend to the following 


INSTRUCTIONS, 


I. You are to comply strictly with the Conditions ex- 
plained in the printed Rules, to be subscribed by the Ship-mas- 
ter and yourself, on your first undertaking the discharge. You 
are to select the best men that can be found, both as Haluers 


and Dec lers, rejecting all who are known to be notorious bad 


characters. You are to stipulate with each Lumper you em- 
ploy, that he shall carry with him his breakfast and dinner on 
board, and shall not be permitted, on any pretence, to leave 
the ship until the work for the day is finished, that every ex- 
ertion shall be used to promote dispatch in discharging the 
ship, and in preventing the wilful breakage of Casks, where- 
by Sugar, Coffee, or other articles may be spilled or wasted. 


II. You will be careful that the Lumpers you employ shall 
have no apparel with large pouches or pockets, calculated to 
conccal plunder ; nor any small pumps known by the name 
of Figgers, Bladders with Nozles, pouches, bags, socks, or ves- 
zels of any kind, whereby plunder may be obtained, concealed, 
and conveyed away. If such articles are found, it will be your 
duty to detain the same, and convey information immediately 
to the Magistrates, and in the mean time to give charge of the 
Vftender or Offenders to the Ship Conſtables. 


III. It is understood that during the six months from Lady- 
Day to Michaelmas, you are to begin working at Six o'Clock 
an the Morning, and not to leave off until Six in the Evening: 


And 


* 


2 


3 


— 
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And from Michaclmas to Lady-Day, to commence work at 
Sun-rise, and to suspend it at Sun-set : Your men to be al- 
lowed half an hour to Breakfast, and one hour to Dinner. 


IV. The ſirst labour to be performed when Lumpers go on 
board of any ship for the purpose of discharging the Cargo, is 
to unbend the sails get down the top-gallant masts and yards— 
to strike yards and top-masts—to unrecve the running rigging 
put out boats and sails—to build up a stage for cables if re- 
quired—and then to procecd in the discharge. When finished, 
the ship to be washed completely, and left in every respect in 
good condition, and the fire-wood to be piled if required by 
the Commanding Oflicer on board. 


V. In cases where Rum makes a part of the Cargo, the 
Puncheons and Hogsheads in which it is contained, are to be 
Struck down and placed in a proper situation to admit of being 
sampled, or if necessary, to be hoisted upon deck, to make room 
for the discharge of Sugars, and other Merchandise. 


VI. During the discharge of any ship by means of Lumpers 
under your controul, it will become your duty to be present at 
all times, or to depute a trusty Person during your occasional 
absence, for whom you are to be responsible. 


VII. As a Master Lumper acting under the cognizance 
of this Institution, it is to be understood that you are to 
be subject to the occasional visits of the Police Surveyors, 
who are to inspect your conduct, and report regularly what- 
ever appears to them to be amiss, to the Superintendant, to 
whom is committed the management of the Lumping De- 
partment; hose duty it is to convey to the Magistrates all 
information he may receive tending to any infringement of 
your agreement, or any neglect of duty, who upon due inves- 
tigation of the case, will make such orders as shall appear to 


them to be proper. 
Prop And 
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And if it shall be found that you act in any respect unworthy 
of the trust reposcd in you, you will be dismissed from the 
employment. 


Lastly, The Superintendant of Lumpers for the time being, 
is instructed to make regular Reports of the good or bad con- 
duct of Master Lumpers in the service of this Institution. It 
is to be understood, that all who conduct themselves meritorous- 
ly, will receive protection and encovragement from the Magis- 
trates, who will order their services to be placed upon a register 
to be kept for the purpose, in the Office for Lumpers. 

On the contrary, such Master Lumpers as shall appear 
careless or inattentiye, or shall act corruptly or contrary to the 
Instructions hercin contained, will be immediately discharged 
to make room for others who are more deserving. 


GEN EnAL OBSERVATIONS on the whole of the preced- 
ing Instructions, to the Officers of the Marine Police 
Inslitution. G 


O considering these Instructions, as they apply to the 
various classes of Officers employed in the different Depart- 
ments of the Institution, the Reader will observe how much 
anxicty is discovered, not only to ensure prudence and dis- 
cretion in the execution of their Duty, but also to guard them 
against impurity and 1mproper conduct. 

To attain this object, not only have theſe Instructions 
been promulgated at different times, as experience suggested 
new objects requiring the attention of Magistrates; but they 
have becn unceasingly accompanied, and enforced by the strong- 
est injunctions, as often as occasions occurred, where such in- 
junctions became necessary. 


Yet, 
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Yet, under circumstances where men were suddenly col- 
lected together, and where such a multitude were to be em- 
ployed almost at the same moment, the best efforts of those 
who conducted this important design could not ensure an 
universal purity of conduct. To expect this, would be to look 
for more than belongs to human nature. Such however was 
the effect of the various precautions which were uscd, that the 
instances of impure conduct have been very few indecd ; and 
where proois have been adduced, the examples have been 
prompt and severe. 

As the system has matured, the characters of men have been 
developed. Doubtful and incflicient Officers have been dis- 
charged, and those only retained against whom no well authen— 
ticated charge has been preterred.— Little doubt is therefore to 
be entertained, that by degrees such a s-lvction will be practi- 
cable, as will secure a faithful and honcst discharge of the 
trusts reposed in the various Officers employed; because no 
system heretofore devised admits of an equal accuracy of in- 
vestigation, combined with the same power to overawe and to 
punish. 

The whole of these Instructions have been communicated, 
and the nature of this part of the System detailed at greater 
length than might otherwise seem necessary, from a hope that 
the information which it conveys, might be useful to other 
great Commercial Ports. It is evident, indeed, from the ap- 
plications which have been made to the Author, for informa- 
tion, from Liverpool and Hull, /where even Docks are esta- 
blished,) as well as from other places where Commercial Pro- 
perty passes in transit, that mankind are nearly the same where- 
ever similar temptatiens exist: and that a Police, applicable to 
the object of restraining the covetous dispositions, and the de- 
praved morals of many of the lower classes of Nautical La- 
puurers, Seems equally necessary for the protection of Com- 
mercial Property, and the Security of the Revenue, wherever 
merchandise: 
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merchandise, to a great extent, is in the course of being either 
laden or discharged. | 

It is paintul to the feelings of a benevolent mind, to witness 
£9 many instances of this species of turpitude ; but as the ob- 
ject of the Author, in all that has been recorded or suggested in 
this Work, is to put a period to the evil, by mild and lenient 
measures of prevention, it must prove in effect a real act of 
humanity to those who have been already contaminated, and 
who, by the means now suggested, shall be restrained from a 
repetition of similar offences, which might ultimately lead to 
severe punishments, to the ruin of themselves and their inno- 
cent olfepring. Nor is it to be considered as less productive of 
good to those hitherto untainted, who, but for such an Institu- 
tion, nicht have been unguardedly seduced from the paths of 
honest industry, into a situation equally deplorable and calamit- 
ous, 


No. VIL 


Marine Police Fs!ablishment, No. 259, Mapping Neu- 
Stairs, under the sanction of Government, and at 
the earnest desire of the 


MERCHANTS AN Dp SHIP-OWNERS, 


— — 


A CAUTION, 


For the express purpose of rescuing the Port of London 
from the great injury and disgrace which has atisen from the 
enormous Pillage and Plunder which has heretofore prevailed 
on board of West-India and other Ships, and in Lighters con- 
veying Cargoes on shore, as well as upon Legal Quays where 

Goods 
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Goods are landed, a Marine Police-Office has been established, 
to which are attached above Six Hundred Lumpers for working 
out Ships, and also T'wo Hundred Constables, armed with the 
authority of the Law to act as Guards and Watchmen on board 
of each Ship under discharge, together with a proper number of 
Boats commanded by Police- Surveyors and navigated by Officers 
of Justice, with power to search, scize, and apyrehend all per- 
sons whatsoever suspected of taking, or having in their posses- 
sion, Sugar, Rum, Coffee, Cotton, Ginger, Pimento, Indigo, 
or any article whatsoever, composing the Cargo, Stores, or 
Materials, of any Ship or Vessel in the River Thames, and to 
bring all Offenders to Justice without respect of persons. 

It is therefore hoped that this early caution will prevent every 
description of persons either working or acting in any capacity 
on board of Ships under discharge—and all persons whatsoever 
from making free cven with the smallest quantity of Sugar or 
other articles, as, in case of detection, (which will be certain, 
nothing can prevent the ignominy of a Prosecution for Felony, 
and the ultimate puniſhment in case of conviction. 


No. VIIL 


Summary view of a Bill for the more effectual preven- 
tion of depredations on the River Thames. 


EXPLANATORY INTRODUCTION. 


Tre Bumboat Act, 2 Geo. III. cap. 28, was passed in 
1762: Nothing was done under it for about fourteen years. 
The present temporary Marine Police Office had no other 
special ground for its proceedings than that act, which, though 
conducive to its object as far as it gocs, has bcen shewn by a 


twelvemonth's experience to be far indeed from adequate. 
What 
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What the Act contributes, is confined to penalties and legal 
powers. The Office furnishes civil Guards, properly equipped 
and armed, for the execution of those powers. The expence 
of these Guards being defrayed by a single branch of the Trade, 
(viz. the West-India,} out of twenty-eight and more that may 
be distinguished, the immediate effects of the protection afforded 
by them, have of course bzen confined to that single branch of 
Trade, 

Jo substitute, to this scanty and occasional detachment, a 
more permanent as well as stronger force, commensurate, in 
point of numbers as well as funds, to the extent of the demand 
as furnished by the whole Trade, (not to speak of his Majesty's 
floating property,) is one main object of this Bill: — to give the 
requisite extension of those penalties and those powers, is the 
other. From what has been done by the one, with such in- 
adequate means, as well as under numerous disadvantages, what 
would be done with adequate means, legal as well as pecuniary, 
may be inferred, 

In proportion as the following sketch is summary, the word- 
ing could not but be loose : but in the Bill itself, nothing can 
exceed, in point of anxiety, the care that has been taken for the 
security of innocence, and for divesting power of the faculty of 
abuse. 

If explanations of the grounds of the Bill, in point of reason 
and experience, be desired, they may be found, in a degree of 
detail rather beyond what is most customary, in the preambles, 
by which several of the Sections are introduced. 


PROVISIONS OF THE BILL, 


I. GrNERAL PatAMBLE.—Power to his Majesty to esta- 
vlish a Police-Office, at or near Wapping New-Stairs, under 
the name of the Thames Pelice-Office. Three Justices, (two 
of them to sit constantly,) with special powers herein-alter 
mentioned, under the name of Special Justices, F 1. Pro- 

2 visions 


— 
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visions of the existing Police-Act, 32 Geo. III. cap. 53. ex- 
tended, as far as applicable, to this Office. & 2. 


II. Power to Special Justices to appoint, suspend, and dis- 
miss, divers sets of Constables, viz. 1. Office Constables for 
Land. service, as in the existing Police-Offices. $ 3. 2. 
Boat-Constables, for patroling the River in boats. 3. Ship- 
Constables, to be attached to Ships during the unlading, &c, 
on application by persons interested. 4. Surveyors, with the 

owers of Constables, for inspecting and directing the other 
Constables. Power to the Lord Mayor and Aldermen, as also 
to the Trinity House, to dismiss any of these Constables, 


$ 3 and 4. 
III. For defraying all such expences of the Establishment, 


as are over and above the expences of the other Police-Offices, 
(the Fund for that purpose being distinguished by the name 


of The Oſſice Fund) a peculiar Fund, under the name of The 


Thames Police Guard Fund; to be raised by a set of Tonnage 
Duties, imposed on the several classes of persons benefited, in 
specified proportions, adjusted to the several degrees of benefit. 
C 5. 9. 10. 11. Payment secured, by refusal of Clearance un- 
til a proper Certificate of payment be produced. & 14. Sum 
raised, not to exceed 10,000!. per annum, but to be reducible 
to any amount. $9. For this, and other purposes, a ,set of 
Commissioners, termed The Thames Police Fund Commission, 
to be chosen, one out of each of about twenty-eight claſſes of 
Persons contributing o the Fund. § 5. 6. Organization of 
the body of Commissioners—Provisions for ensuring the at- 
tendance of different numbers, competent to different purposes 
Meetings, General and Special. Adjournments —(QQuorums 
sufficient—Chairmen—Casting Votes. $ 7.— Vacant seats to 
be filled up by the Commissioncrs theinselves, out of the class in 


which the vacancy takes place. $ 8. For necessary supplies, 
Meetings 
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Meetings may be called by the Special Justices. & 13. Powers 
for appointing Subordinates, viz. Collector, Treasurer, Cashier, 
and Auditors; the Auditors out of their own number, and 
unpaid Powers to Auditors for examining upon Oath. F 12. 
For manifest unfitness, a Commissioner may be suspended 
by his brethren; and, on their representation, dismissed by 
King in Council. § 51. 


IV. Provisions for securing the good behaviour of Working 
Lumpers, (labourers employed in the lading and unlading of 
Ships,) and their Masters.—T he Master Lumpers not to act 
without a licence granted by the above Commissioners, or the 
Special Justices, —Licence discretionary, as in case of Ale- 
Houses. $ 15. Working Lumpers, not without being 
registered. $ 16. Working Lumpers, quitting work, 
punishable as other labourers are, under 6 Geo. II. cap. 
25. F 18. Power to Commissioners to make regulations 
for the Government of Lumpers. F 19. Lumpers' Con- 
tracts, as particularized under heads, to be registered at the 
Office, for the purpose of ascertaining the conditions of the 
engagement, thereby preventing disputes, and rendering the 
parties responsible and forth-coming. & 20. Special Justices 
to be furnished with the names and abodes of the Lumpers em- 
ployed on board each Ship; as also of the Coopers, Water- 
men, and Lightermen. F 21. 


V. Power to Commissioners for making certain regulations 
relative to apparel, by prohibiting habiliments contrived (as at 
present) for secreting plunder ; and for establishing distinctions 
visible at a distance, between persons having business on the 
spot, and persons not having business; and between persons 
in authority, and persons not in authority. $ 17. 


VI. Provisions specially applied to Ships, —Ship-Constabes 
XX to 
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»1 
1 
4 


1 * iy, 8 
s 2 — — 2 


f _ bt ye . 
2 x * 2 * - 


674 APPENDIX, No. VIII. 


to be Sfationed By the Special Justices, on certain terms, at the 
instance of Owners or Consignees. & 23. No Person to bo 
charged for as a Watchman, who has not been sworn in as a 
Ship-Constable :—Any fit person recommended by the Ship's 
Husband, shall be made a Ship-Constable. $ 48. Powers to 
the above Surveyors, for visiting Ships, directing the Ship. 
Constables, and inspecting the conduct of Lumpers, Coopers, 
&c. & 24. Ship-Mastcrs to keep fastened up all the Avenues 
to the Hold, but one ; and that 100, when goods are not dis- 
charging. $ 22. Powers to the Ship-Masters and Master- 


Luinpers for scarching Working Lumpers: Master-Lumpers 


bound so to do, under a penalty, besides responsibility for 
specific loss. & 25. Powers to Commissioners, at the instance 
of Owners and Consignees, to appoint Ship. Inspectors for 
saving spillings, drainings, &c. and thereby preventing wilful 
waste. & 31. General powers to Commissioners to make re- 
gulations relative to the shipping, unlading, landing, ware- 
housing, and sampling goods, for the prevention of waste, ac- 
cident, and depredation. Power to King in Council, at the 
instance of the Lord Mayor and Aldermen, the Treasury 
Board, or the Board of Customs, to annul such regulations. 


$ 19. 


VII. Provisions specially applied to Wharſs and Ware- 
houses, in respect to landing, removing, sampling, &c. Powers 
to the Commissioners, for appointing Wharf Inspectors, with 
the powers of Constables; also at the instance of Owners and 
Consignees, Warchouse Inspectors. & 30. Slight penalty, 
inflictable by summary procedure, for injuring packages, and 
letting out their contents, for ihe purpose of profiting by the 
waste. § 28, 


VIII. Provisions authorizing Sight penalties, inflictable by 
zummary procedure, on cujcumstantial evidence, aided by the 
examination 


1 
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examination of the delinquent, (as under the Buraboat Act, and 
Stolen-Metal Act) where, on regular proof, it would be Felony ; 
and for attaching upon the practice of depredation, in such 
stages of its progress, as are previous ot subsequent to the 
felonious act. Misdemeanor to have concealed instruments for 
drawing off Liquour. $ 32. Misdemeanor to throw goods 
overboard to prevent discovery: hen it is fromm a Boat, Power 
for apprehending the Crew. 5 34. 


IX. Powers of Search, Seizure, and Arrest, exercisable on 
View, on suspicion of Petty Thefts committed in Ships, 
Lighters, Boats, &c. Landing Places, and Warehouses. The 
offence punishable, as a misdemeanor, with a slight penalty, as 
above. § 33. 


X. Powers of Search, &c. on Oath of Suspicion, at 2 
supposed Receiver's. The offence, in default of a regular 
proof, punishable as a misdemeanor.— The Bumboat act 
amended in this behalf. & 33. 43. Powers for tracing sus- 
pected goods through any number of hands ;—another amend- 
ment of the Bumboat Act. $ 37. Penalty for fabricating false 
Bills of Parce!s, to cover suspected goods. $ 36. Receivers, 
not authorized merely, but bound, (under a slight penalty,) to 
stop persons bringing (sbip) goods to them, under suspicious 
circumstances. $ 38. To render the criminal intercourse 
dangerous on both sides, indemnity to Thieves, convicting Re- 
ccivers of felony or misdemeanor, as the case may be. 5 39. 


XI. Provision for preventing the carrying off entire Lignters 
with their Cargoes, (a frequent offence. }—Commissioners may 
appoint Tickets, the want of which shall be a ground of 
suspicion, warranting Constables to search, &c. a Lighter na- 
vigated at suspicious hours. F 27. 


XII. Special provision in regard to Caals, —Misdemeanor ta 
carry 
6 
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carry off Coals from Ships, &c. otherwise than in the coun 
of Trade; or to suffer them to be carried off. (This, besidg 
theft, prevents Coal-heavers from being paid in Coals, at the 
expence of the duty.) Powers of Artest, &. $ 26. 


XIII. Provisions for preventing obstruction, and ensuring 
assistance to the execution of the law in this behalf Penalij 
for suppression of evidence, or other obstruction. Sevens 
Penalty, if with force. $ 44.—Penalties for destroying or in- 
juring Office-boats. $ 45- Persons in general bound to assig 
Constables, net on command, but, in case of need, vitho 
command. F 42. 


, * 


XIV. Penalties, and application thereof. F 40. Procedurd 
summary; no appeal, nor certiorari. F 41. 


XV. Further amendments of the Bumboat Act. —Offence$ 
against that Act punishable either as such, or as against this 
Act. $ 46. Boats which, under that Act, are destroyed, may 
either be destroyed; or sold, or restored, on terms. 5 4 
Misdemeanors, which, under that Act, are offences transports 
able for Fourteen Years, deemed felonies ;—that the procedure 
may be prompt, as in felonies, instead of dilatory, as in mis- 
demeanors. 5 46. 


XVI. Formal Clauses.—London Privileges saved. Limita- 
tion of Actions. — General Issue. — Treble Costs. This 4 
Public Act. § 52, 53.— Duration limited to Three Years. 


. Balu, and Str, Printers, New Triage be:. 
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SOUTH-SIDE BY ORDER O# THE COMMITTEE OF THE. PORT OF LONDON. 


THE RIVER THAMES, 


A STATEMENT OF THE SOUNDINGS OF THE RIVER THAMES, FROM LONDON BRIDGE TO BLACKWALL, Taxex AT Low: Warn, By J. F. OULDS, Maxcn 1796; 


Cotton's Wharf - - = |] 2,3—6,0—6,0—6,6—6,9—10,3—11,0--9, 0—10,0—13,3—21,3—25,6—28,9-—27,6—22, 3—12,3—559—5:9—419—5,0—7,9——15,3—12:9—$7,0-—16,0—16,0—16,0—15,3—15,9—15,9—10,6—12,0—1 ; A WG <P 0n Rpt, 6—5,0—3,0— 
Bridge Vara 3.—4.—12,0—10,9—8 ,0—9,9—13,0—14,3—15,6—15, 3—14,9—13,3—14,9-—15,0—15,6—13,4—17,2—14,2—12,2—T2,2—11,4—7, 10-4, 1—2, 10— 6 


| Billingsgate. 


River in this Place Two Hundred and Fifty Two Yards wide, 
Battle Bridge - - - +< | 1,0—1,0—1, 6-—2,0—5 ,0—6,0—7,6—9, 2—210,0-40,6—4, 10—11,0—12,0—12,0—11,9-—12,0—16,0—14,0—r3,6—1 ,0—13,9—13,3—14,0—9,0—8,6—6,3—3,0— 


Custom- houex. 


Stoney Lane 1,6—4,0—$,9—9,9—10,0—11,6—12,6—9,0—12,6—14,0—16,6—15, g9—15,0—15,0—15,0—16,0—16,0—17,6—18,6—17,9—15,0—13,0-41,0—12,3—12,9—11,9-—10, 3—10,0—9,9—9,3—-9,08,0—b,0—3,0--2,0— 


Still Stairs - - - - - | 1,6—2,0—4,0—5,0—7,0—7,9—7,0—8,0—8,0—8,6—10,9—10,0—6,0-—10,0—16,0—16,9—16,9—14,6—14,0—14,3—13,9—13,6—t 3,0-43,0—13,6—13,9—14,3—14,6—13,9—12,3—11,3—11,0—10,9—10,3—10,9-9,6—8,0—7,6—6,0—3,9—3,3-1,9— 


|| Tower Stairs 


| Tower Whar!. 


Freeman's Lane, Dancing- 1,3—2,3z—3,6—5,z—$,0—8,0—8,6—9,9—12,0—13,0—12,6—9,0—8,9—$,3—8,9—9,0—8,9—9,0—9,0—8,6—9,6—11,6—13,6—14,0—14,6—15,0—14,9—15,0—14,9—14,0—13,0-14,9—16,9—15,0—13,0—11,0—11,0-19,0-6,0-8,0—7,0-4,6—2,0— 
Stairs - 


Iron-gate. 


River in this Place Two Hundred and Fifty Four Yards wide. 
Shad Thames, King's Row | 1,0—1,6—3,0—5,6—9,0—1 1,0—10,6—10,9—10,0—10,9—9,0—$,9—10, 0--9,3—9:0-—9.6—9,9—9,6—10,0—t 2,6—13,9—14,6—14,9—t5,6—15,0—-1 $,O0—13,9-—13,0—11 ,6—9 ,0—9,0—9,0—$,3—$,0—7,0—7,0—7,0—-7,0—7,0—7,0—8, 6—8,0—8,0—8,0—8,0—7,0—4,6—4, 
1 . 


0—3,0—2,9—1,0 | grown's Wha. 


Horselydown Stairs. | 2,3—5,0—6,6—7,6—10,0—7,6—7,0--7,6—7,6- —$,0—7,6—8 $74 — 0—38, 3—9,0—10,0—11 ,0—12,6—14,0—15,3—15, O—13, 6—12,9—9, 9—9, 3—$,6—8 2.8.29. 9.9. 6— 10, 0-10, — 10, 9 — 11,0 —11, 3b, 0—3,0—1,0— 


River in this Place Three Hundred Yards wide. 
|, 


[ A. Parsons's Stairs. 


| Hermitage Stairs. 


East Lane Stairs < | 1. 10—2,10—6,4—11,0—13,11—12,1—12,1—12, I0—15,10—15,7-—15,10—17,3--16,10—17,6—17,10—17,10—17, 116,115,916, 3--15,9—13,9—12, 3-12,3z—1,3-1,3-11,3-10,4-5,6—7,0-5,9--3,3—-1,9--1,3- 


| Union Stairs. 


River in this Place Three Hundred Yards wide. 
Mariner's Stairs - G a 1.3—1 9 3.34.6 —6,9—8,9—1 in. 1,0—10,6—1 1,.0—11 9 - 13,9 18,6 — 20,021,020, 6—19,9—1 8.3 16,9 — 16,3 — 16,3 —15,9—1 5,9—15,9—8, 6—9,9—7,3—6,3—4,0—1,9--1,0-- | Bell Dock. 
N | River in this Place Two Hundred and Thirty Yards wide. 
Pherry Garden Stairs + | 2,0—3,0—6,0—7,0—11,9—16,0—18,0—19,0—16,0—14,0—15,0—16,0—17,0—18,0—18,0—17,9—17,3—16,9—16,9—13,9—13,9—14,0-14,b—14,6—14,0—13,9—13,6—13,0—12,6—12,0—7,9—3,9-—3,6—3,9-2,0— : "Our Dock. 


Ledriff Stairs - - - = 1,0—1,6—2,0—2,6-—3,0—3,6—4,6—5,3—6,0—6,6—7,0—8,0—9,6—10,6—11,6—11,6—12,6-12,0—14,0—12,0—15,0--18,0--18,0—17,6—17,6—17,0—17, O0—15,0—13,0—12,6-—6,0—1,9-—1,0— 


* _ 


Erancess* Stairs | I,0—3,0—4,0—;,6—7,0—8,2—10,6—11,0—10,6—10,6—12,9—14,6—15,0—16,6—16 ,0--15,6—16,0—16,0—15,0—14,6—14,6—15;,6—1d,0—-15,09—13,0—-12,0--11,6-—7,0-—-6,0—-5,6—4,09-3,6—2, 6—1,0— 


| _ Wapping New Stairs. 
Execution Dock. 


hurch Stairs [ 1,0—2,6—5,6— $,0—9,6—9,6—10,0—10,0—10,6—11,6—11,6—12,0—12,6—13,0—13,0—13,0—15,0—16,6—17,0—16,6—15,6—1;,0-17,6--19,0-16,0—15,6—14,6—12,0—11,0—10,0 -6,0—5,0—4,6-—3,0—2,6—2,0—1,0- 


| Wapping Dock. 


INOVET Stairs | 1,0—3,0—4,0—7,6—12,0-—-14,0—11,6—13,0—13,6—14,0-14,6—14,6—15,0—16,0—18,6—19,9-19,9-—17,0-17,0-17,6—17,6—17,6--17,6—15,6—15,6—13,6—12,0-11,6—10,6—10,6—9,6—8,6--5,09—-4,0-2,0— 


| New Crane. 


River in this Place Three Hundred and Forty Yards wide. | 
ing's Mill Stairs - - - | 1,0-2,0-2,6—2,6—2,9—3 04.0 —4,6—4,6—4,6—;,0—6,6—5,6—10,0—11,0—13,6—14,0—15,0—18,0—19,9—-20,0—19,0—18,0—17.0—17,0—17,0—16,0—15,0—14,b—13,0-12,09--19,0—9,0—7,0—6,09—5,0—4,0—3,6—2,0—1,0— 


| St. James's Stairs. 


D | 1,3 2,03, 6—4,0—6,0—7,0--10,9—13,6—14,0—15,6—17,0—15,3z—16,0—17,6-—17,3z—-1%,0—16,3z—15,9—15,0—14,3—-13,3-13,6—1;,0—-13,3-13,0-12,6—11,6—12,3—12,312,3-9,3-$,0—5,6—4,0—-2,0-1,6— 


— — — 


hadwetl Dock. 


ing and Queen's Stairs - | 1L,3—2,0—3,0-—7,6—11,3--11,0--12,0—12,6-—1 343—13,9—14,3—14,3—14,9—15,6—15,6—- 15,6—14,6—14,3—14,9—15,0—15,6—15,9--15,6—15,9—15,9—15,0—14,9--14,6b—14,0—13,3-11,9--11,9—12,0—13,0—13,b—14,6—$8,0—4,0-2,6—2,6-1,6—1,9— 


- — — 


— — — 


*oal Stairs. 


—P— — ũ — 


— -. - _=| | ,I—2 ,0—5,9—10, 3— L,9-—-13,3-—12,9-—13,3-—14,6b—15,b—16,9—18,0—16,9-—15,9-15,9—15,3—14,3—13,9-14,0-12,9—12,6—12 -0—11,0—11, O—11,6—1 1,0—12,0—14,0—1 5,9—16,9-—15,9—11,9-10,0—6,3—5,0—;,0-1,3— 


— — — — ᷑̃ꝓ — 


Be 11 W hart. 


519 


— — — — A 


25 River in this Place Two Hundred and Eighty Yards wide. 


—— — ———Vvẽ — —e— 
— — —— 


— — —— — —— — . — —— — — — 


—— — — 


d 81 8 5 = RY 
wit 5 1,0—2,6-—5,3—7,0—19,6—12,6-—13,6—19, n 9—19,0—19,3—17,6—17,6—17,9—17,9—17,6—17,6—17,3—17,6—14,3--14,0--14,0—14,09—15,b—Is,3—15,3-15,9--15,0—14,}-13,3—-12,3-11,07,3—4,6-2,9-1,6—1,0— 


ERIC os 


— — —— 3 — — — — — — — —— nn 


= 5 3 AT 1.05 Wa. OV By ** — 323 "$43 W 9—6 9 N 8 79 9. O10, 6—12,6—16,0 —16,0—16 z0—15, y-—16 ,0—15,9—15,06—19, 9—15,6—15,0-——160—14,6—14,3—14,0—14,0—13, 3—12,9--9,0—S, 9-—7,06—4,0—3, O— 


— — Ä 


D 


— —ä——— —äœäœ— — —— 


— — —— C C_cuCCCCCCCCCC — ——— cc 
— ———— — —— — — — — 


—2,0-—3,0—4,0- < 0-—5,0—L,6— 9.8 Dy 11.3—12,9 13.9—13.6—14.6—15.6—15, 15596 6—13,6—15,6—16,0—16,9-—17,0-—17,0—16,0—-15,0—14,}-13,3—13,0—12,0--9,9—7, 9—7 „6, 6-5, 6— 3,6 —2,6—1,6— 1,0 — 


— — — . — —— A u¹ —u: nm — 


—— ß : ſ[ꝗ—· ! — ʒF—— 


— — — 


twixt the Point Le 


orris Causeway eee eee 5. G— 7,0 - -10,6—11,6—15,0--1;,6—16, 6—15,6—15,6—16,0—15,6—16,6—17,0-16,6—16 ,0—15,0—14,0—14,6—15,6—15,6—14,0—16,0—1v,0—16,6-—16,0—1 5,0—1.4,0—15,0—14,0—13,0 


550 —3 501,0 — 


— — — — — —— — 


— — — 


— — — — — — —_ — 


—— — — 
— — — 


—— 1 75 ny River in this Place Three Hundred and Ten Yards wide. : e 
_- —$495:0=6,3==7,9-—$,3—7,9—19.3—12,9-13,9—13,9—13,9—14,3—13,9--12,9—11,9—14,39,9—9,.9—9,3—$,3—7,9—7,6—7,6—7,3—6,6—9,6-7,3—6,3—5,3--543—549—4,94,6--4,6—5,9—3,6—2,3—1,0— 
WCKvid's Pomnt = x 14 3 — 2 9 9 e 3— 5.3 8 _ EY 3 0 3 — 1,3 —12 - 181 55917, — 18 3—18, 35 17,9 15.3 — 15, 9-16, 3—15, 9-16. 3—16, — 5 ces. g—1C 8, 3—19, 3—18, Z—19,C 0—18,3 3—17,3: . 5 —18.3—10, 9—14,0—10,0—z,0—2,6—2,0— 


ea 


Opposite. 
| rm | Stairs. 


Q! cen Stairs. 


—— — 


Cod well Stairs, 


— 


—— 


| Shipping © Stairs. 


— — 


Lümnchouses hole. 


— — 


Limchouse. 


— 


O pposite. 


— — —— —_ 


| Opposite. 


ms Causeway 


1,0-—1,6—2,0-—2 3. . o — 5a 67 59 —8, 0©—9,0—12,0—13,0—13,6—14,0—14,6—14,6—15,0—14,6—14,6—15,0—15,6—16,0—15,06—15,0-14,6—16,0—17,0—14,0—13,v—19,b-7, 4.0—3.6— 


— 


| O ppesite. 


d Creontand Stairs, 181. 


1,C-1,b—3,6-4,0-;,0-7,3—g,z-11,5-11,6-11 „6—13,0—12,0— 12, 3—11, 6— 12,6 — 14,6— 12,010,910 14, e— 13, 6— 14,013. 14,0 — 13,616, 0— 13,6 — 14,6—9,6—6, 6 — 5, —3,6—3,3— 


| Opposite. 


| River in this Place Three Hundred and Seventy Yards wide. 


——— — — . 949 =9,99,9—11,0—11,3==10,9—12, 3==12,6=11,9—11,9-—13,9-12,6—11,6—14,3—15,3—16,3—18,3-1643—15,9—14,9—14,6—12,6—10,9—14,9—11,6—6,9-—3,9—3,9—3,0—2,0—1,0— 


| Oppoxite, 


Greenland 


Ld 


[To follow immediately the Body of the Work.] 


APPENDIX, No. I. 


SOUTH-SIDE 
THE RIVER THAMES. 


Greenland Stairs 


1,.0—1, — —— — 6—8, 6—9,9—11,6—12,0—12,0—14,6—11,9-—12,0—13,6—14,9--15,3—11,6—17,9—19, 9—19,0—19,0—19,3-21,9--22,0—19,0—18,0—18,0--18,0—17,0—16,0—16,0—15,0—13,0—1 1,0—8,6—4,0—2,6— 


| Oppesite. 
Betwixt Greenland Stairs F n — 
and Greenland Dock. T |: 1,0—2,0—3,0—4,3—5,9—6,0—7,0—8,0—9,6—8,9—9,6—10,0—10,0—10,3—10,3—9,6—9,6—10,6—12,0—12,0—10,6—8,0-8,9—11,6—12,9-12,0-12,0—11,0—H,0—H,0—10,6—12,3—1 I>0—11,3—11,3—10,6—4,0—2,0—1,0— | Opposite. 
River in this Place Three Hundred and Eighty Vards wide. 
Greenland Dock +< <« | 1,0=1,3—1,9-2,9—4,9—6,0—8,0—$8,0—8,0—9,0—10,0—10,6—10,0-10,6—11,6—11,6—12,0-12,9-12,6—12,0—11,6—11,0—13,9—13,6—13,04; 4,915,314, 614,9 — 14,0 14,913,012, 3— 12, 07,9 —3,6—2,0 — 1,0 | Opposite. 
Dog and Duck Stairs - - | 1,6—1,6—2,6—3,0—3,9—3,9—5,0—5,6—6,6—7,3—8,6—9,0--9,6—10,3—11,3-—11,9—12,0—11,9--12,0—12,3—12,9—14,0—13,6-—15,3—15,6—166—16,6—18,6—19,6—29,0—-20,6—19,3—17,0-15,6—14,6—13,6—12,0—11,6—11,6-11,9-11,0-7,6—4,3-2,9-1,9—1,9— | O pposite. k 


Betwixt George's Stairs c 


and Victualling Office. 1,9—3,0—5,0—7,0—8,0—7, 3—7,6—9,6—9,6—9,6—11,0—11,6—12,0—-13,0-14,0-16,0—16,9-17,0—-16,6—16, 0—15,0—13,9—-13,9—13,9—13,9-13,0-12,6—15,6—15,9—14,9—-13,6—12,3—12,6—11,9--13,0-12,0—12,9-11,0-9,3—9,6—4,6—2,9—1,3— 


| Opposite. 


River in this Place Three Hundrec and Forty Yards wide. 
Victualling Office - - = 1 ,6—2,3—2,6—4,0—4,9—7,0—$,9--9,6—10,3—11,6—13,0-14,0-14,6—14,9—15,9—15,9—16,6—16,9—16,9—-16,3—16,0—17,0-16,6—15,6—15,6-14,9—15,0-14,6—13,6—13,3-14,3-13,6—13,6—13,6—-12,9--12,3-7,0—7,9-6,3-6,9—6,6—5,9-5,0-4,0-2,6—1,6— 


| Opposite. 


Victuallin Cy. — | 
houses A - 4 | 1,0—2,0—5,0—2,0—7,0—11,9—13,6—13,9—13,0-13,3—14,0-14,6—16,6—17,9-18,6—17,6—17,6—15,0-13,0-14,6-16,0—-16,3—1 — 5.0 15,0—12,6—11, 6—10,6—8,9—6,9—6,9—5,0—4,3—4,0—3,6—3,3—2,9—2,3—2,0—1,0— 


| O pposite. 


Above Upper Water Gate - | 1,9—4,6—6,6—7, 6—8,6—10,6—13,0—19,0—20,9—20,0-—17,9—14,0—15,6—17,0—17,6—18,0—19,6—20, 6—21,9—22,0—21,3—21,6—20 ,3—20,0—19, 3—19,3—18,0—18,0—16, 6—15,3—13,6—12,6—13,6—12,6—11,0—9,9—8,6—7,0—-5,0—3,6—2,0—1,0— L 


| Oppoxite. 
L W G | River in this Place Three Hundredand Thirty Yards wide. | 
Lowe ater Cate 1,0-—1,9——2,6—4,0—6, 2.5 — 1,0—16,0—17,0—18,9—19,0—18, 6—16 „616,9 —14,6—16, O0 19.0—21.0—22.9—21, - 20, 9— 20,9 —21,0— 20,9 —150—17,3—1 14. —15.9— 1,0—12,9—12, 0—9.9—8 0,9 7,5, 3—3. 9—2, 6—2,0—1,0— Opposite. 
twixt Lower Water Gate ' Ws 
and Hospital Stairs, ist. { | 1,0—1,6—2,6—4, 3—5,3—7,0—11,0—12,0—13,0—16,0—16,0—17,9—19,9—20,0—29,0—20,6—21,6—22,0—22,6—22,0—22,3—22,0-22,3—21, 6—21,,0—19,6—29,6—20,9—19,6—29,0—19,6—18,0—16,9—16,0—15,3—14,0—-13,0—10,0—8,9—7,6—6,9—4,6—3,0-2,6—-2,0-1,3- Opposite. 
n SE " | <>» Roa att 1,0—16,9—18,9—18,0—16,6—19,0—21,0—21,6—21,0—22,0--21,319,9—18, 1t—17,6—15,9—14,9-—12,9-11,6—19,0-9,0—7,0—7,0—-6,0—4,6—3, 3-2,9—2,6—1, }— | O ppoxite. 
River in this Place Three Hundred and Twenty-T wo Yards wide. | 
3d. 1,6—6,0—6,9—7,0—7,6—8,6—11,0—14,9—15,9—18,0—19,6-—20,9—21,9—22, }—20, 6—20,9-—22,0—20,0—20,9--29,9—19,6—19,9—19,9—18,6—17,0—15,9—13,9—12,0-9,9—9,097,0—6,0--2,9-1,9— Opposite. 
4th. | 1,3—2,9—3,9—4,9—5,3—6,6—7,0—10,0—11,9—8,0—9,0—14,0—17,0—19,0—18,9—20,0—21,9-—20,9-—21,0—15,3-18,9-21,3—21,9--21,3—21,3-21,3—29,0—18,9—15,9—12,3—11,9—9,9—8,6—$8,0—6,6—4,9—4,9—4,0—3,3-2,9—1,6—1,0— | Opposite. 
ut 5th. | 1,0—1,6—1,9—4,9—2,0—2,6—3,0—3,b—3,6—3,9—3,9—4, 3—4,9—5,0—6,6—5,0—11,0—17,0—16,9--22,0—19,9—19,9—21,9-—19,0—18,3—19,322,0-22, 3—21,020,6—17,6—16,6—15,0—13,0-12,0—10,0—9, 3—6,6—3,0-1,6— | O pposite. 
E 'll Hospital Stairs, ist. | 1,6—1,6—z2,0—2,6—3,6—3,3—4,0—4,3—4,9—6,0—8,0—19, @—-12,6—19,6—20,0—21,0—20,9-—20,9—18,9—19,6—21,0—20,0—18,3—17,3—16,0—14,6—13,9—11,6—10,8—7,6—b,6—7,1—6,6—4,9—4,0—3,0-2,6—1,9—1,0— | Horse- Ferry. 
b- I 2d. | 1,0—2,0—6,9—9,0—10,0—10,6—11,0—11,0—12,3-—12,6—13,3z—13,6—15,3—17,0—-18,9—18,0—18,0—18,9-—17,3—17,0-17,0—17,6—17,6—14,6—-15,6—14,0-12,6—12,0-9,0—6,0—-5,6—4,6—3,0-2,09—1,0— | Below Horse- Ferry. 
= : River in this Place Three Hundred ard Sixty. wo Yards wide. 
F 1 : 1,9—1,6—2,6—3,9—6,0—7,6—10,3-—10,6—14,3—15.6—16,3—15,6—17,6—16,0—16,6—16,9—16, 3—18,0—19,6—17,6—14,9—16,6—18,3—18,6—1;,6—15,0—14,6—12,6—7,6—5,3—6,0—7,0—7 —7,3—5,3—4,0—3,0—-2,6—2,3z—1,0— Below Horse-Ferry. 
8 Ath. 8 2,0—3,6—4. b—4,9—5,0—d, 6—06,9—7,0—7,6—$,9—10,0—13,0—13,9—14,06—14,0—13,6—13,0—12,6—14,6—15,3—15,0—15,6—16,0-16,6—15,3—12,6—19,9—9,3—9,9—9,6—10,6—9,9-—7,3—7,3—6,3—6,3—4,0-4,0-1,6—1,0— | Below „ Horse- Ferry. 
8 sth. 1,6—3, —5.0—5, 6—9,9-—12,6—12,0—13,6—15,9—14,0—14,6—16,6—17,0—17,0—16,3—17,6—17,0—-17,0—17,0—17,3—17,9—17,6—17,06—17,6—17,6—17,0915,6—16,6—11,6—10,0-8,9—7,6—5,0-5,9—4,3-2,6—2,56—2,3—2,0—1,0— | Below f torse- Ferry. 
5 2 oth 3 | $,0—3,0--6,6— 8.9 —12, ,6—14,3—16,9—15,9—17 7,0—15, 3—16,9—16,6—15,9—13,3—14,3—14,0—13.3—10,9—13,010,6—16,9--17,9-16,9-—16,09-15,6—14,6—13,3—12,6—109,9-9,9—$,3—7,6—6,6—5,6—;,0—4,0-4,0-4,0—3,0-:,v—2,0— 5 Beiow Herse- Ferry. 
* = | River in this Place Three Hundred and Forty- Eight Yards wide. | 
'Z . tn i $,0—9. 0—11 6—15, 5 -—13,6—14,9—15,6—15,0—15,3—16,0—14,6—15,0—16,6—17,0—15,0—15,3—14,0-12,6—11,9—11,9—11,0-10,9-10,09-9,9-9,6—8,0—8,0—8,0—8$8,3—7,0—6,6—;,6—4,9—3,6—2,6—2,6—1,0— | Rolow Horse- Ferry. 
= vet} | 253—3,. 3.07 — r 6—418,3--10,0—16, 315, — 17, — 17,3 18,617,317, —17,6— 18,0 — 18,0 16,015, 315,6 16,0 15,0 — 14,0 — 13,6 — 13, 9—13,3— 12,6 — 11,9 —11,3—11,0— 10, 310, 9,3 —9,0—8,0—8,6— 10,98, 7, -*,0—5,9 | 5 Below Horse- Ferry. 
© FA | e e, e ee 
2 Nn 7.0, 0-9. 0— 10, 12.9 13,9 13,914, 6— 14.612, — 12,613, 6 — 17, 3-15, — 10,3 15,0 106,317, 17,0 16,0 16,3 — 16,6 — 17,6 — 18, — 16,0 — 16,6—17,6—17,3—17,6—17 2 „912,9 —12,9—12,9— 12, — 11,3 —11,6—11, b—11,0—11,5-— 10,5 
8 | : $,0-—6,6—5,6—424,6—3,3—1,0—1,0-11,0--11,C--:1, Belovs Hoe. Ferry, 
— \ —— — e i ee =» 
2 10rt.. 2,9—3.0—5, 3 6, —5,0—11,0—12,0— 3,9 14,9 15, 3—16, 3-10, 318,0 — 10, — 16,9—17,0—18, 5-17, 3— 17,617,318, 317,017,017, 617,0 10, 3— 16, 0— 16,9 — 15,9 — 15,0 — 106,0 — 13,13, — 13,9 — 13, 3— 13,0 —12,6— 12, 6— 12,9 — 12,9 — 12,9 — 11, —:1, 06— 11,0—y,0- . Below Horse-Ferry. 
— 7.8 — 4,6 5 4.0 — 2, 0— 
WU — DC Se —44—— — —— — 
— River in this Place Three Hundred and Forty- Eight Yards wide. | | 
= 11th 20055 3,9 —6,6—9, * 85—13.80—14 0616. g9—16,9-—17,3z—18,3—1” gk, 0—18,0—18, 3—17,6—17,3—19,0—18,0—18,0—17, 3 —13,9—15,0—14,9—14,6—13,9—14,6—13,3 3—12,9—13,3—14,0—14,3—15,0—15,6—14,3—12,3—19,6—19, 011,68, 9 —9.0—5.0 --3,6—- | Below Forse- Ferry. 
— N 12th. 7 hs | 8,9 nw 2,3—13,9—15,9- 1. 6—17 p OO i 7 7,9 — 18S. 0—19,6—18, 6—16, 3-=14,0—14,6—13,6—15,0—16, O—16, O—19, 9—18, O—17 17.017. 6—17 „6—14.9—13,0—11, 6—10,9— 1 1.8 1.3 — 10,0 9, 6—9,3—8, 6—6 9—5 3— —;,0—7,6—12,9--12,6—12,9—8,6—3,6—5,0 on 6—2,0— „ | Bel. e ti, my 1 *1v. 
5 5 River in this Place Four Hundred and Eighty Yards wide. bel FFF 7 1 
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Geo. I. 1. fe. 2. c. 26. Coal owners 3 443, 4 
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32. c. 16. Ballaſt - - 351-354 | 
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12. c. 61, Gunpowder - - 464 : : 
14. c. 91 0 311; 480. 6, 9 4 } 
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Geo. III. 19. c. 48. Cuſtoms N £1 ad 390. 411 

| — c. 74. Grand larceny - - 413 

21. c. 39. Scbusduß - - 392, 3 

24. fl. 2. c. 47. Cuſtoms 397. 405. 409. 411 
26. c. 14. Coals - bo 453 

26. c. 40. Manifeſt Act - - 399—402 

— c. 83. Coals - - 453 

— c. 108. Coals . - 454 

27. c. 13. Cuſtom-houſe — — 396, 7 

28. c. 34. Boats and wherries 432 

* — C. 37+ Revenue officers - - 415 
— . 51. Thames navigation (weſtward) 477. 480, 

| 487, 8 

— c. 53. Coal owners - - 447, 8 

32. c. 50. Cuſtoms - 394 

— Cc. $3. Police Act - - 275 

34. c. 50. Revenue officers . - 412 

— c. 65, Watermen - = 4426—431, 5 

— 68. Navy - - 534 

35. c. 58. Boats and wherries - 531, 2 

35. c. 106. Thames navigation (weſtward) 480— 

25759 

36. c. 82. Cuſtoms - - * 596 

— c. r to. Ballaſt 352 

38. c. lvi. Coals — - - 452 

38. c. 76. Convoy duties . - 21 

39. c. Ixix. Wet Dock Act 289—291—8. 318— 

326. 362—380. 465—475 

Africa, the trade to that country commenced in 1563 4 
African Company eſtabliſhed in 1663 - « 7 

African —5 (and Cape of Good Hope) amount of de- 


predations on, 25001. per annum 117, 118 
Alderney (Ile of) vide Guernſey. 
America, United States of ; plunder on the trade to and 


from - . - - 119, 122 
Eſtimated to amount to 10,000. a year — 117 
American Ship Maſters, their approbation of the river police 239 
Anchors and Cables ſtolen from ſhips, inſtances f 151 
Auſtrian Flanders, trade to and from. See France. 
| B. 
Ballaftage, the ſtatutes reſpecting — - 347—355 
Balliage duty in London * 332, 459, 2. 400, n. 


Barges, ſee Craft. 

eacons, fee Trinity- Houſe. 
Blackrap, bags died black to conceal plunder - 59 
Beats, ſee Craft, Watermen, Wherries. 
boat-fleerers in the Southern Whale Fiſhery, exempted 


from being impreſſed - 512 
#randy, zo ſkins full drawn from one Guernſey ſhip 135 
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Bumboatt, regulated by ſtat. 2. Geo. 3. c. 28. 
Theſe regulations ſtated 5 8 
Their _ in diminiſhing Hawkers « 
Only 155 licenſed Bumboat — at preſent 
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15, 1. 144 
42, 6 


47 
14. 47 


The Act very inefficacious in reſtraining plunder 47, ana 
- fee 84. 259—261. 280. 288. 355, 6 
A Club eſtabliſhed to defray the penalties of the At 48 


The authority given to the Trinity Corpora- 


tion under this Act „ ö 
| C. ; 
Canada, trade with, protected by the River Police = : 
Cant Terms of plunder for ſugar, coffee, rum, &c, = 172 N 
Captains of American veſſels have been known to connive c 
at, and ſhare in the pillage of their own ſhips 121 : 
(See Mates.) ; 
Carts, 420 licenſed in London - - - 327 N 
Theſe licenſes worth about 100l. 5 16 5 
Cbeſ at Chatham, ſome ſhort account of - 518 ö 
China Ships, ſee Eaſt India Trade. 
Coal. hea vers, ſee Coal Trade. | 
Coals and Coal Trade. ; 
Nearly 50,000 chaldrons expoſed to plunder all 4 
the year round . 27, and ſee page 147, 10 
This trade alſo employs more ſhips in number z 
than the foreign trade - — ib. | 
Requires double the number of craft neceſſary 
or the whole trade of the river beſides - 27 
Above 9o colliers frequently diſcharging in the ? 
Pool at the ſame time - - 2. 
1170 coal craft lying in the Pool at once - 6K; 5 
Monthly ſupply of coals for the Metropolis cal- l 
culated at 66,000 chaldron - a > + 1 
2196 barges employed in the coal importation 15. 
Number of colliers arrived in the river in 1798 16, u. 
| (and fee table pages 16, 177 | 
Depredations on the trade detailed - 141, 8 f 
The audacious conduct of Coal: heavers 144 
Maſters and Mates of colliers connive at pillage 142 


The evil effects of the privilege allowed to the 


Meter - - > 
Average coft of coals per chaldron - 
Coal-heavers earn from 75. to 18s. a day 
About 800 in employ - 


Of whom 609 are probably delinquents - 

'The impoſition practiſed on them by the Coal- 
undertakers - R 

Suggeſtions for the relief of Coal-heavers from 
theſe impoſitions, and a detail of the ſtatute 


heretotore made for that purpoſe +» 460—462 


143, & .f. C 


143 | 
144 (c 
1 
er | C 
8: 
144, 6 
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Page 
Coats and Coal Trade. 
Coal. merchants ſuffer very ſeverely from the 
plunder of coals - 147 
Amount of depredations on this trade eſtimated | 
at 20,000]. a year at the leaſt 147 
The great benefit ariſing to the coal trade from 
the eſtabliſhment of the River Police - 242 


Abridged digeſt of the ſtatutes in force to pre- 
vent the unlawful combination of Coal. 
owners 443—448 
Ditto of the ſtatutes made for regulating the 
meaſure and ſale of coals to the conſumers 449—459 
C:aſting Trade, particulars of, between the Port of Lon- 
don and the Ports of — and e 


(table) 11. 17 
Between London er” Scotland (table) - - Th, 19 
Depredations on this trade - - 137, 141 

Eſtimated to amount to 20,0001. yearly on the 
corn trade alone 141 

The advantages reſulting to this trade by the 
eſtabliſhment of the River Police 241 

(See Coal Trade, Ships.) 

Me, the quantity plundered enormous 60 


Commerce of the river Thames, riſe and progreſs of, cap. I. p-3& ſeg. 
Its ſucceſs and increaſe attributable to the mea- 

ſures adopted by Government during the war 36 
Conſervancy of the river Thames, as exerciſed by the Cor. 
poration of London: origin of this jurifdic. 


tion, and its total inefficiency 391—303, &c, 
(See London Corporation.) 
Corrvey, the laws relating to it detailed - $48—550 
Convoy Duties, the means of aſcertaining the true varus of a 
Imports and Exports - e 
Corers, (Journeymen) their mode of plundering mips 65 
Their number about 400, ot whom zoo are 
iuppoſed to be delinquents 181 
The contraſt between the former and preſent 
ſyſtem relative to employing them - 214 
geren, a ſpecies of Receivers nn with Revenue 
Othcers 193 
C:rper, — edations on, calculated by the favings in 
watching one ſhip - 87 


Corn, ſee Grain. 
Vat, number in actual ſervice in the Port of London in 


1796 (table) . 5 15 
In 1797 and 1798 17 
In the rivers Lea and Thames, employed — 

ſtztionary - 14 


See (Table) . - 155 25 23 
0 
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Crews of ſhips i in the river amount to 24,000 at a time, 
of whom 4000 are — to be concerned 
in river plunder — 467, 9. 198 
Crimps, a claſs of people who pr ofeſs to procure ſeamen _ 
for outward-bound ſhips; the impoſitions 


Page 


practiſed by them $22, 3 
Moſtly dealers in ſeamen's wages ; their impoſi- 

tion in this reſpe&t 83 86,8 
Propoſitions: for remedying theſe evils by li- 

cencing and regulating the Crim 626, 7 
Cu/tom-houſe Sales much decreaſed ſince the ſtabliſnment 

| of the River Police - - 2335 & n, 


Cuſtom-honſe Watermen, ſee Watermen. 
* and Exeiſe, the Commiſſioners of, their functions, 
as far as the ſame concerns the Police of the 
river - 288. 385—387 
A digeſted abridgment of ſuch Revenue Laws 
as regard to the duty of merchants, &c. on the 


importation, &c. of goods — 389 —402 
With reſpect to the privileges, duties, and in- 
demnities of Cuſtom houſc officers | 403—415 


Cutters, ſee Craft. 
D. 


Davenant, (Sir Wm.) his principle of the valuation of 
commerce does not apply' to the preſent period 21 


Day Plunderers, their depredations ſtated - | 62, 5 
Compoſed chiefly of Lumpers - 62 
Work on board ſhips without Pay, i in _ to 
- plunder 63 
( See Lumpers. he 
Denmark and Nerat ey, trade to and from; depredations 
on eſtimated at 5oool. per annum - 133 
Dep edatious on the river: origin, riſe, and progreſs of, 
cap. II. . 39, &. ei. 
Not material till after the commencement of - 
the 18th century — 5 40 
Much increaſed for want of proper laws to re- 
ſtrain them 41.153 
Their amount during the 78th century, eſti- | 
mated at 10 millions ſterling 48 


For the various claſſes of depredators ſee this index tiles: 

" COAL-HEAVERS 
COOPERS (JOU RNEYMEN) 
CREWS OF SHIPS 

2 DAY PLUNDERERS 
LIGHTERMEN © 
LUMPERS - - «+ 
MATES 


eee 
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MUDLARKS 

NIGHT PLUNDERERS 
RATCATCHERS 
RECEIVERS 
REVENUE OFFICERS 
RIVER PIRATES 
SCUFFLE HUNTERS 
WAREHOUSES 
WATCHMEN 
WATERMEN. 

For the amount of depredations on each branch of 
trade, See Eaſt India Trade, Weſt India Trade, &c. 
&c. in this Index—The Table in page 154; and ar- 
ticles Liverpool, Severn, &c.] 

Decks. See Wit Decks; Wet Dock At; Weft-India Dock 


Company. 
Dock- Maſters, to be appointed by the Weſt India Dock 
Company - - 371 
Doc. yard, riots in, how puniſhable - 508 
Drum bogſbead. ſuch as have ſuffered from plunder 60 
E. 
Eaſt India Company, firſt chartered A. D. 1599 . 5 
Its ſurprizing progreſs - "I, 6, 6 
Import, to the value of Six Millions and a 
annually - - 96 


Eaſi India Trade, a detail of the depredations on - 88, 97 
Eſtimated to amount to 25, oool. a- year 


China Ships, plunder at Blackwall on 92, 3, 4 
The benefits conferred on it by the River Police 239 
Faſiland Company, chartered A. D. 1579 - 5 
Exciſe, See Cuſtoms. 
Export Trade, inſtances of plunder on - 127, 243, 4 
F. 
Finance Committee—their opinion on the perplexed ſtate 
of the Laws of the Cuſtoms - 337 


Their opinion on fees paid to Revenue Officers 405-409 


Hire in Ships and Veſſels, penalties and puniſhments im- 


poſed, in order to prevent it - 462, 6 
Regulations under the Wet Dock Act againſt 

accidents by fire - - 465 

. ſeldom eaten by the poor in London - 436 


The frauds practiſed in order to keep up its 
price . - 435—43g 
Abridged Digeſt of the Laws reſpecting the Im- 
ortation and Sale of Fiſh in the Port of 
London - 439441. and ſee 304, 5 


Fiſheries 
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Pa 
Fiſberies (Southern and Northern Whale), depredations 
on, "eſtimated at 2, oool. a- year - 18, 119 
Foreigners principally carried on Trade and Navigation 
during Queen Elizabeth's reign - 3 & x. 
France and Auſirian Netherlands, Trade to and from, de- 
predations on, eſtimated at 10, oool. annually 125 
Furs, plundered from Quebec Ships - - 116 
An inſtance of 4009]. plundered 1 in this article 
alone from one Ship - - ib, 
G. 
Game Ships, thoſe where the officers, &c. were corrupted 61 
Game, Lig btermen, Watermen, Coopers, & c. See thoſe titles. 
Garbling Spices in London, the Laws 1 - 331 
Germany, trade with, depredations on, 127, 130 
Gin, —— of 1000 gallons being plundered from one : 
- - - 12 
Glut revenue offers ; generally conſiſt of illegal lottery 
inſurance clerks, &c. - - 173 
Their manner of getting into a ſhip in order to 
plunder — - - 174 1. 
Generally plunder from each ſhip to the amount 
of from 15 to 2ol. - - 174 


Grain, vaſt qu: antities ſtolen from ſhips and lighters, 131, 8, 140 
Thirty quarters plundered by the Mate, &c. &c. 


from one veſſel from Poland - 131 

Graveſend Beats, regulated by the Rulers of the nv. 
men's Company 433 

Grecuteicb Hiſeital, founded and * by tat 7 & 9 
Will. III. c. 21. „ 

Supported by a contriducion of 6d. per month 
from each-ſeaman, &c. in the Navy - 516 

Guernſey, Sc. Trade to and from, depredations on, eſti- 
mated at 2, oool. a-year - 134, 5 


Cnpowder, not more than 25 lb. to be kept on board any 
ip after her arrival at, or below Blackwall 


346, 464, 5 
Regulations concerning this article, under the 5 
Wet Dock Act - - - 465 


Guns, not to be kept ſhotted in any ſhips (except his Ma- 
way '.) while lying between London- bridge 


Slackwall - - 346, 463 

Noe to be fred during certain times - 1b. 
Regulations 3 guns under the Wet 

Dock Act — 455 


Gay dir, Lord; his intereſt in the mooring-chains on the 
River 1 hames, diſpoſed of under the Wet 
Dock Act - . - 291 


Hamburgh 
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Page 
H. 
Hamburgh Company, firſt chartered by Hen. IV. in 1496 $ 
Hamburgh Ship-maſters, their teſtimony of the protection 
afforded to their Trade by the River Police 240 
Harbour-mgſters, to be appointed by the Corporation of | 
London, under the Wet Dock Act 319, 356 
Harpooners in the Southern Whale F iſhery, en 
from being impreſſed 512 
Harriott, John, Eſq. recommended by the Merchants nd 
Planters to be the Refident Magiſtrate at the ; 
River Folice Office 161 & a. 
Hats, fine, manufactured by Jews from ſtolen furs 126 
Hanwkers. See Bumboats. 
Hemp, inſtances of audacious plunder an--.. - 53 
Conſiderable quantities recovered in conſe- 
quence of the River Police Inſtitution 240 
Heawy-horſemen, See Day-plunderers. 
Holland, trade with, depredations Ol eſtimated at 
10,0001. a. year 126 
Horſes, the ſaving of their labour and provifen by wa- 
ter· carriage 497, 8 
Houſekeepers in London, a * in the Ballaſt AR, 
2 G. II. c. 16. W to be 2 by 
them , 353 
Hey 4. Sce C aft. 
Hu 2 s Bay Company, Chartered by Car. II. in 1681 7 


I and J. 


FJFerſey, (Ile of) vice Guernſey. 
7. £ ſmall pumps uſed for the purpoſe of * * 4 
rits I 
Imprefſing—what ſeamen exempted from ; ſee 22 
Mas ine Society, 
Zreland.— (Trade with )s depredation on, eſtimated at 
5,000l. a- car - - - 135, 6 
If; River — Acts tor | apr oving the navigation of, 476—489 
Turiſiliction over the River Thames. See 3 London. 
Juſtices of the Peace : [for their juriſdiction reſpecting of- 
fences on the River, ſee the ſeveral ſtatutes 


quored, ] 
Ke | 
Aizz—His juriſdiction over the River Thames 289—297 
. 
Land Coal Meters Offices, digeſted Abridgments of the 
Acts eſtabliching them i 452—459 


eters 
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PR Pa 
Letters of Marque, the manner of procuring them, and 25 
the regulation to be obſerved thereon 550—553 
Lightermen (Game), the manner in which their depreda- Bs, 
tions are carried on 3 - 70,4 
Plunder their own barges - - 74 
Lightermen (Journeymen) about 1 500, and their appren- 


tices employed on the River - - 183 
Five hundred of them ſuppoſed to be delinquents 184 
Their means of plunder greatly diminiſhed by 
the new River Police - - 
Lighters. See Craft. 
Light-horſemen. Sce Night-Plunderers. 
L:ight-houſes—regulated by the Trinity Corporation 357 
The rates payable to them by ſhips paſſing the | 
different light-houſes, as well as to floating 
lights - - - 357, 358 
Line-managers in the Southern Whale-fiſhery, exempted | 
| 512 


from being impreſſed - - 
Liverpool Depredations on the Weſt India Merchants 
there - - 246 u. 
London (City of ), Trade of, greatly increaſed from 1790 | 
to 1796 - - 20 
A general view of its nature and extent (Table) 
22. and recapitulation - — 23 


London (Corporation of), Statement of their rights, as 
Conſervators of the River Thames, and the 
inſtances (comparatively few) in which they 
have been exerc1led, claſſed under 16 differ- 
ent heads 311 7. 312—316, 329—332. 
(And ice Conſervancy; Thames.) 

An account of their juriſdiction on the River 
We/:avard of London, bridge, and of the fe- 
veral ſtatutes by which it is created and pro- 


tected - - - 489 
An account of the new duties impoſed on them 

by the Wet Dock Act - 318—326 
The rates made payable to them under that Act 324 


Receive 15,350l. per ann. from the Coal and 

Corn Meters 2 and the package, ſcavage 
and balliage duties - . 459, 460 u. 

Probable amount of the Tolls payable to the 
Corporation for the Weſtward Navigation 494, 5 

London (3.7zvor og), his powers relative to the Police of the 
Thames - — 287, 8. 301, 2 

Eſtabliſhed by two very ancient ſtatutes yet in 
tarce (Sec (mifervancy. ) - 307 & u. 

Long nprouemen, vide Scuflie-hunters. | 

Lanta and Maſter Lumpers—thcir three claſſes and 
numbers (1400) - - 179, 180 
Proportion of delinquents, at leaſt 1200 150 
Lnumper, 
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Lympers Contraſted view of the preſent and former me- | 


thod of employing them - 211-214 
Maſter Lumpers ; number — — in vari- f 
ous trades, and propoſal for licenſing them 277 & n. 


M. 


Man, Iſle of, vide Guernſey. 
Manifeji At—Abridged Digeſt of - 5 399—402 
Marine Police Office vide River Police. 


Marine Society, incorporated by 12 Geo. III. c. 67. [5 
Apprentices bound by this Society, exempt '2 
/ 0 being impreſſed 'till 18 years old 530 


Mariners, See Seamen. 
Mates of Ships, many of them engaged in, and connive 
. at pilla - - - 58, 99. 165 4. 166 
The number of ſuch delinqueats, eſtimated at 
500 - . 163—166; 198 
Mate;—Their wages ſhould be advanced and regulated 


by Law . — 164 n. 
Mates (Of — THF Ships) as corrupt as the Britiſh 120 
Mediterranean Trade, vide Turkey. 
Merchant Seamen's Charity, for ſailors wounded, diſ- 
abled, &c. in the Merchants ſervice, firſt 
founded by 20 Geo. II. c. 28. 518, 519, 3520 
Mooring-chains in the River 292, 298 n. 462, 3; 460, 7 
Mudlarks—A claſs of River depredators - 58, 232 
8 Their number about 800 - - 184 
N. 
Navigation Acts; a general view of their Spirit and Prin- 
ciple 5 - - 532—538 
Nawigable Rivers, offences in - - 530—532 
Night Plunder ers, the nature of their depredations ex- 
plained - - - 52—61 
Conſiſt chiefly of watermen connected with re- 
ceivers . - - $2 
Their mode of conveying away plunder 53—56 
This clafs of delinquents much increaſed - $7 


The claſs denominated Light horſemen, com- 
poſed of gangs of receivers, coopers, &c. 58—61, 233 
Their number formerly about 200 ; but now 
decreaſed 8 — - 190 


O. 


Oil, inſtance of an immenſe quantity plundered from one 

cargo . B 
Out-port; of Great Britain, vide Coaſting Trade 
Owners of Ships, & c, See Ship-Owners, 
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Package 


Page 
P. 
Pactege Duty in London 332—460, 4. 
Pepper, The vaſt quantity ſtolen * Turkey ſlips I24-5. 2. 
Peterboats, 194 in uſe on the River - 14 
Piiats and Pilotage ; Pilots down the River Thames and 
Medway to be a Minty e and be under the 
controul of the Trinity Corporation 343—346 
Pilots up the River, how regulated, and the | 
rates . - 554 
Plunder, Set Deps edations 
Poland, Trade to and from, depredations on, eſtimated 
| at 5,000), a year - 131-2 
Police of the River Thames, See River Pelice : "7 
Pertige Duty in London - 332 
Pot/and (Duke of) The countenance and protection af. 
forded by his Grace to the River Police of 
eſſential ſervice 227 
Pertxgal Trade, Depredations i, eſtimated at 8,000l. 
r annum x — 2 5-6 


Prixe- Money of Sailors, See Cr: "=o 
Prize Veſſels, the depredations committed on them con- 
nived at by the Maſter and Revenue Oth- 
cers - - 148 
Plunder in theſe veſſels carried on to an enor- 
mous extent; in ſome inſtances to one fifth 


part 149 
The prohibition againſt it, by Nature 33 Geo. 
III. c. 66 509 
Priſſa Trade, to and from, depredations on, eſtimated at | 
10,000. a year - 131-2 


Public Stores in the Rivers Thames and Medway ; the 
og on, much checked by the River Po 
I 


ce - 151 
Navigators of victualling hoys, tranſports, &c. 
allilt in plundering - 152. 250, 1. 
The laws relating to the embezzlement of them 
very deficient | - . 2.49, 1. 
Pat, Sce Craft 
Darantine, Abridged digeſt of ſtatutes, regulating the 
manner and time of performing - 539—348 
2439s and Landing Places in the Port of London, A 
ne of 29, 3% 
10 legal quays fir? eſtabliſhed 3 in 15 58 - ib, 
R | 
Ne: catchers aſſiſt in the plunder of ſhips and cargoes = 69 


Convey rats into ſhips, in order to have oppor- 
tunities ro plunder - - ih, 


1 N D E X. 


Imports and Exports to and from London, only 
to Spain, France, Flanders and Holland, for 
ue year ending January 5, 1798 - 


| Pa 
Receivers (Criminal) The chief inſtruments towards the * 
diſpofal of ſtolen goods F0—54, 6. 68 
Introdneed into American ſhi through the 
medium of game Revenue Officers 121 
Of — and public property plundered 
in the River; their various * and de- 
vices detailed Wee? - 199-197 
General review of the numbers eſtimated at 
550 2 - 197 
Avarice, the great cauſe of their crimes - 191 
The opulent claſs the moſt dangerous Gn, 192 
Carry on ſugar refineries with ſtolen ſugar + id. 
Thoſe of an inferior clafs connected with ſmall 
grocers and ſmugolers 193 
Thoſe called Opener :, connected with Revenue 
| Officers - 193 
Keepers of old iron, &c. ſhops baſe cor- 
dage, &c. plundered from veſſels ib. 
Keepers of chandler ſhops conneRed with la- 
bourers on board ſhips, &c. - 194 
Publicans give credit to Lumpers, and receive 
pay ment by ſtolen goods, and permitting 
their houſe to be a rendezvous for journey. 
men coopers « ib. 
In ſmall manufactories of proine and rope, con- 
netted with labourers in Ruſſta ſiſips, &c. 194 
Female Receivers who plunder ſeamen of their 
wages, and then inſtigate them to acts of pil. 
lage - . _ 194, 5 
Ceovetons Receivers 195 
Carele/s Receivers, The great number of this 
claſs between London Bridge and Green- 
wich — 195 
Receivers of naval and victualling ſtores - ib. 
few receivers and keepers of ſingle horfe carts 
much increaſed of late - - 196 
e; Imports and exports of London in the year 1700 
and 1750 . . - 18 
Imports and exports for every tenth vear, from 
1710 to 1790, and for every year from 1791 
10 1798, incluſive (Table) 19 
Table and recapitulation of the * value 
of imports and exports — 22, 3 
Exports and imports of all the out- ports of 
K noland from 1793 to 1798' - - 20 
Cuſtoms of the Port of London, and of all 
England, inwards and outwards, from om 3 
to 1799 L ; 35 
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IN D EX. 
Revenue. — paid by conſumers of Coals in the me- 


tropolis 


A ſaving of 50,000l. annually on the Weſt 


India produce alone, to the Revenue, by the 


eſtabliſhment of the River Police - 
Tonnage duties payable to the Crown by every 
Ship (for 14 years, under the Wet Dock Act) 


entering oy 8 Thames ws 
Application of the Duties 0 - 
Revenue Laws, See Cuſtoms. 
Revenue Officers (inferior) connive at pillage i 


A general view of their numbers, and the pro- 


Page 
143 u. 
251 


\ 


293—5g 
296, 7 


58 


portion employed in the pillage of ſhips 169—178 


Their various claſſes 171—175 
The number of each claſs - 175, 6 
Said to receive frequently, from 3o to Fol. a- 

piece, from the plunder of one ſhip - 172 
About 1200 in all - 17 
Proportion of delinquents eſtimated at 700 17 
Their emoluments much decreaſed by the _ 

bliſhment of the River Police 177 
Their anger at that ſyſtem - 226 
Of the of increaſing their ſalaries, 

and aboliſhing all fees - - 177, 406 


Penalties on bribing — or obſtructing them 


404, 495—410, &c. 


River Pirates, The nature of their depredations expl ain- 


ed — — 59, 52 
Greatly aided by receivers of old i iron and junk 50 
Generally armed and 6 in boats - ib, 
Their great audacity - 51 
Their number at preſent diminiſhed, from be- 

ing probably about 100 - 189 
River Police eſſentially requiſite to protect the property in 

ſhips and veſſels - - 2, 37-8, 50, 155 
The authorities under which it is at — 

conducted - (See Thames) 287, 299 
No guard -· boats on the river previous to the 

adopting the new ſyſtem — 204 
The methods purſued on the firſt eſtabliſhment 

of this ſyſtem - 204—8, 253, Kc. 257 
The un iuſtifiable oppoſition it experienced 219, 228 


The perſeverance and firmneſs of thoſe con- 


cerned in carrying it into execution 225, 228, 234. 


The * it . OE from various 


Bodies 
A ſhort detail of its U de, in ba- 


niſhing and deterring delinquents - 
Its immediate effects in the protection of Weſt 


india property, cap. V. > 


228, 231 
231, 235 


209, 235 


River 


IND ZX. 
River Police, One third of the Weſt India ſhips not under 


But the plunder in theſe prevented collaterally, 

and often directly, by the Officers of the 

Police - - 225, 228, 234 
Collateral influence of the ſyſtem in. guarding 


other branches of trade, cap. VI. « 236, 244 


The national advantages to be derived from it, 
cap. VII. He 
The means adopted to render it permanent 
and complete, cap. VIII. (See River Police 
1 In 253273 
The want of the application of the River Po. 
lice expoſes the Docks to much pillage, as 
well at Liverpool as at London 262—265, & n. 267 
Police guards can be furniſhed at a leſs expence 


than any other — - - 267 
River Police Bill, Its object - - 258, 9. 260, r 
Its propoſed proviſions explained under twelve - 
different heads - - 275—231, 2 
River Police Office, A progreſſive view of its eſtabliſh. 
ment - — — 159—1 63 
The judicial department — — 199 
The preventive department - - 200 
Department for employing Lumpers - 201 
Department for accounts - — ib. 
Recapitulation of the total number and ex- 
pence of Officers - 202, 3. and ſee 222, 1. 
of the whole Civil force - 


20 
Inſtructions to their various Ofhcers Appen. No. VI. 
Ruler of the Port of London - Chap. XVII. p. 561, and /eq. 
Rum pillaged in great quantities, from one fourth to one 


fifth of the cargo - - 60, 1 
_ imported into England for 50 years 
aft paſt - - 98, Ms 2355 N. 
Ruſſia Company, When firſt projected and chartered - 5 
Ruſſia Trade, Depredations are eſtimated at 20, oool. per 
annum - — — 133, 4 
8 
Salt, roool. worth ſtolen in 1798 from the barges on the 
River Severn - - - 248, n. 
Scavage duty in London - - - 332. 400, n. 
Scuffle- Hunters, A ſpecies of depredators; their great 
number and iniquity - 75. 197. 233 


Their number about 500 - - 187 
Seamen in Merchant Ships, Abridged digeſt of the ſtatutes 
regulating their hiring and ſervice - gcoz—507 
Seamen, &c. rioting or endangering the ſafety 


of the ſhip, how to be puniſhed - 5070 - og 
Seamea 


Page 
the protection of the ſyſtem - 220 


- 245, 252 


| 
| 
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| . Pa 

Seamen Their puniſhment on abſconding during the " 

a time of preſſing 5 513—514 
Eſtabliſhments For their relief when ſick, 

wounded, or difabled - £16—520. 529 
Suggeſtions for their relief againſt the impoli- 

. tions of Crimps (See Crimps) 521, &c. 
Severn (River) Depredations carried on to an immenſe 
amount in tlie trows and barges navigated 

there 246, 7, u. 


Ships, Veſſels and craft in the River Thames, in the fo- 
reign and coaſting trade; a progreſſive view 
of their number and tonnage from the com- 

mencement of the 18th century - B. to. 14, 15 
Number employed in the coaſting trade to and 
from every port - . (Table) 10, 17 
Total number of Britiſh and foreign veſſels 
employed in foreign and coaſting trade in the 
port of London (Table) 13 
Number of ſhips and veſſels arrived, and ſta- 
tionary, in the River Thames, in 179% and 
1798, aud how employed (Table) 16, 17. 22, 23 
umber employed in the port of London in 
1798, including Eaſt India men, 1860 16, x. 
Have not room enough in the preſent docks to 


diſcharge their cargoes . - 26 
1,100 in the River, at one time, all the year | 
round — - 3 28 
13,444 foreign and coaſting traders enter the 

port every year - - ib. 
Otten hindered in their diſcharge by the crowd. 

ed ſtate of the Quays - 28 
Number and value of cargots expoſed to plun- 

der in ſhips, & c. and on the wharfs, &c. = 187 


Burning or deſtroying ſhips, the laws againſt 50% - 509 
Ship (Master) ot Weſt India flips, their certificate ap- 


proving of the River Police - By x 
Ship (Oxvners)—general view of the depredations com- 
mitted on them - - 83, 88 
Eſtimated at 45,000). per ann. . S; 
Their liability ior loſſes, embezzlements, &c. 
under the exiſting Laws 53 5—558 


Shops. See Craft. 
Sorwmoolinns, prevailed ever ſince the Revenues were col- 
OQa 30 P 


lected - — 40, 1 
Stain Depredations on the trade with, eſtimated at 

to, oool. annually - - 123—125 
Stades and timber ſtolen on the River - 73 
Sierance Wharfs, ſome relief afforded to trade by this 

citabliſhment . — - 31 


A Table of - . s 2, 
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Page 
IE Colonies, (See Weſt India Trade) ' 
When firſt eſtabliſhed 3 - 7 
Revenue ariſing therefrom, for the year 1798, 
2,000,000l. 16, 
10 or 15 tons of ſugar plundered from one ſhip 
in the courſe of delivery - 59 
The immenſe quantity plundered in 1797 60—64 
The value of this article ſtolen from the ware- 
houſes yearly, 70,0001. . - 78 
Vaſt quantities ſold by the journeymen ”"__—_ 79 
Regulations concerning this article 80, . 
Quantity of ſugar imported into London for 
near 50 years, from 1750 - 98, te 235, u. 
Into all parts of England 
Sugar-Hoaſes Near the water - ſide, * ſupplied by the 
under from ſhips 60 
Sugar (Eaſt India) Plunder on 99 
Sweden, Trade, with depredations on, eſtimated at 3, oool. 
per annum - - - 132 
p 
Tackle- Houſe, Porters regulated by the City - 327 
Tea plundered from Kal India ſhips - - 95 
Thames (River) General ſtatement of the authorities ex- 
erciſing juriſdiction there, viz. The Ning; 
The Corporation of London; The Trinity- Houſe ; 
The Weſt India Dock Company; Fuſtices of 
Peace - 286—289 


For the detail of the powers of each, Sce the 
ſeveral titles 
A detail of the ſtatutes regulating the naviga- 


tion of it we/tward of London Bridge 476—488 


The neglect of that part of the navigation, 


weſtward, within the City juriſdiction 4904—499 


The expence of cleanſing it - 312. 316 
T icket- Poriers, About 1500 of them . . 32 
T. U- Boat, Not allowed to carry more than 40 pots: 
ers - - 432 
Timber rafted on the River, takes up a great deal of room 
in the port - - - 27 
Great depredations committed on this article 117. 130 
aces, firſt imported from Virginia * Sir Walter 
Raleigh, in 1584 - - 5—7 
Yielded a revenue for the year 1798, of 
848,493]. — - . 
Great quantities pillaged from American ſhips 1:19 
Conveyed on ſhore in Officers boxes — i. 
Frequently landed in ſecluded parts of the Ri- 
120 


ver after it has been ſhipped for exportation 
b 
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Pa 
Tonnage (Average) of ſhips, trading beyond _ in N 2 
| 1750, and 1794 8 
Of coaſters in 1750 to 1795 — ib. 
Of ſhips belonging to the port of Londen in 
1732 to 1792. - 9 
Annual amount of tonnage in the port of Lon- 
don - - 23 
Annual amount of tonnage in the whole River 
Thames - - - 499. & ſee 497, 8 
(For the progreſſive increaſe of the tonnage of 
veſſels, he Ships) 
Tunraze-Duties propoſed to be paid by Wig for _— a 
public tund - 269 —271 
Trinity Hauſe Corporation-—their powers relative to the Po- 
lice of the River Thames 287 
Firſt founded in 1515, by Sir Henry Spert 336 
Firſt chartered 4 bs VIII. and recognized 
8 Eliz. c. 13. ib. 
Authorized to erect Beacons, &c, - 337 
Penalty on taking them down - - 338 
Authorized to licence Cn &c. to row their 
own Wherries - 338 
Their charter confirmed by Jac, II. - 76. 
Their privileges - 339 
Abſtract of the Bye Laws made by them under 
the authority of this Charter - 339—343 
- Their right to appoint * confirmed by 
| 6 Geo. II. c. 20. - 343 
f This Act digeſted and iel - 344—340 
Their right as td Ballaſtage, eſtabliſhed by 
# 6 Geo. II. c 29. - 347—350 
Further protected by 10 Geo. II. c. 37, and 
32 Geo. II. c. 16 - 351—354 


Their power to licence and regulate Bum- e 355, © 
Their powers under the Wet Dock Act 319, 350, A 370 


As to Light-houſes - — 357, & 
A general view of their Powers, under modern 
Acts of Parliament - - 359 
Turkey (and Mediterranean) Trade, depredations on, 
| eſtimated at 7,000l. a-year - - 122, 3 
U. 
Undertaiers, Sce Coals and Coal Trade. 
W. 
are henſes, inadequate for the accommodation of mer- 
chandize 33 
Thoſe at the legal Quays, ſuſfice for only ; 
32,000 hogſheads of ſugar - 70. 


o 
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Warthouſes, Thoſe at the Sufferance Wharſs for 60,000, * 
more but generally otherwiſe employed - 3 
Nature and reaſon of the plunder in them 76, 35 
Manner of ſtealing _ from them 77 
Regulations made by the Weſt India Merchants 
to prevent the plunder * - 77 n. 80 n. 

Number of labourers employed in the Ware- 

houſes about 1000, of warm 500 are delin- 
quents 188 

Watchmen in Ships, &c. of very lil ſervice in proteRing 
the cargoes - 185, 262, 5 

Their number 1000; "of whom it is feared 
300 at leaſt are employed in depredations 187 


The former and preſent ſyſtem reſpecting them 215, 216 
As alſo reſpecting thole 1 in lighters and on the 
Quays 217—2 19 
MHater-Bailiſf (Deputy) an Officer of the City, his duty 
in preventing nuiſances in the River, &c. 30, 305 
Watermen, greatly aſſiſt in NY the 3 on the 
River 47, 66, 77 
About goo employed in lading or diſcharging 
Ships, of whom poo at leaſt are ſuſpicious. 


characters 182 
About 12, ooo of them, all of whom are under 

the-controul of the . of London 328 
Laus regulating them 419—430 
Their apprentices regulated by various ſtatutes 419—431 
Rules for their general conduct K 434» 5 


Under no regulation at preſent, owing to the 
circumſtance of the laſt Act paſſed, not hav- 
ing been yet enforced by the Corporation of 


London 435 
(Cuſtom-houſe) generally bad characters, and 
connected with game othcers - 174 
Their mode of plunder - - 175 
Their number (82) . . 5 170 
Their loſſes by diminution of ſerzures, from 351. 
to 4ol per annum - 177, 232 
Watermen's Company, firſt founded in 1 350 . Conſti- 
tution — 142. 
Their Rules — — 434, 5 
FW: India Ships diſcharge their cargoes into Lighters 26 


Eſtimate of the expence of diſcharging them 

under the former ſy{tem, and under the Wet 
Dock Act - - 381, 2 

ſt India Dock Cour Nx, their powers as to making 

Wet Docks. &c. for accommodating the Weſt 
India Trade. Chap. x111. - 362—384 
The rates and duties payable to them 376—378 
Probable amount of thoſe duties - 380, 381 
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* Page 
2 India MgxcnanTs—their report on the benefit of 
the new mode of Lumping * -. I 220, 221 *. 
Their reſolution, recommending the diſcharge 
of Weſt India Ships, under the controul of 
the River Police — — 223, 4. 
Their approbation of the River Police Inſtitu- 
tion = - - - 230 u. 231 1. 
We/t India Trade. (See Sugar.) 
| The depredations on, ſtated and explained 977115 
Theſe — the eſtimated at ſeven millions | 
ſterimg, during the 18th century - 97, 100 
Proceedings of the Weit India Merchants to 
reſtrain this plunder . = - 100, 106 
Why ineffectual - - - 107, 8 
The plunder committed on this Trade at pre- 
ſent, eſtimated at 150, oool. a-year to the 
Proprietors, and 50,000]. to the Revenue 108 
A general view and recapitulation of this plun- 
er in all its branches - - 108—115 
Laws for preventing the deſertion of Seamen 
in this Trade - - 505, 6 
Wet Dock Act, its powers and contents detailed as reſpects 
the Mooring-chains ; and the tonnage duties 
to be paid to the Crown - 291—297 


The powers given to the Corporation of Lon- 
don 


Penalties impoſed by this Act relative to various 


- - - 318—326 
To the Weſt India Dock Company 362 —384 


offences - | - 466—475 
Wet Decks, this expedient reſorted to in order to check 
the pillage on the Weſt India Trade - 108 
Their eſtabliſhment encreaſes the neceſſity of a 
River Police - "5; 261—264 
Mparfingers, their approbation of the Plan of the River 
Police - - 229 1. 
How puniſhable for aſſiſting in ſmuggling 393 
The Rules to be obſerved by them in the Sale 
and meaſuring of Coals - 452—459 
Wharfs—See Quays ; Sufferance Wharts. 
Wherries Three thouſand employed on the River - $, 
Their tackle frequently ſtolen during the night 8 
Laws regulating their built - 431, 2 
Not to carry more than ten paſſengers — 433 
V. 


Yeomen of the Water-ſide Officers on the River ap- 
pointed to overſee the catching and ſelling of.Fiſh 305 
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rrivteh by T, Gillet, Saliſbury square. 


